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A simulated terrorist attack in 
Birmingham city centre on the 15 
August 2013 led by Dr. Brooke Rogers, 
Senior Lecturer in Risk and Terror 
in the Department of War Studies 
analysed the reaction of around 150 
volunteer participants. The event was 

Willetts stresses the  
importance of humanities
In an article for The Observer, 
David Willetts, Minister of State 
for Universities and Science, 
writes about the boom in certain 
humanities subjects with a special 
mention for politics which has seen 
applications increase “nearly 7%”. 

Read the full article online 
at: www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/aug/18/willetts-
universities-arts-and-humanties-subjects ■

Scot Peterson, newly appointed Bingham Research Fellow in 
Constitutional Studies at Oxford, and Iain McLean, Professor of 
Politics at Oxford, were closely involved in the government’s 
consideration of the Marriage (Same-Sex Couples) Bill, which 
received royal assent on 17 July. Their work reflected research 
done for their forthcoming book, Legally Married: Love and Law 

Oxford’s Professor Jennifer 
Welsh appointed UN 
Special Adviser
In July 2013, the Secretary General of the UN, 
Ban Ki-moon, announced the appointment of 
Somerville Fellow and Tutor in International 
Relations, Professor Jennifer Welsh, as his Special 
Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect.

The Special Adviser to the UN Secretary General on the 
Responsibility to Protect is charged with the development and 
refinement of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ concept and with 
continuing a political dialogue with UN Member States and other 
stakeholders on further steps toward implementation.

The role is located within the Office of the Special Advisor on the 
Prevention of Genocide. The two Special Advisers work closely together, 
with responsibilities including alerting relevant actors to the risk of 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity, 
enhancing the capacity of the United Nations to prevent these crimes, 
including their incitement, and working with Member States, regional 
and sub-regional arrangements, and civil society to develop more 
effective means of response when they do occur.

Jennifer says of the appointment: “I am very honoured to have been 
chosen to advise the UNSG on this crucial area of international policy, 
and to contribute my expertise to the UN. It is of vital importance 
that we continue to build the capacity of international organisations 
and individual states to protect populations from mass atrocity crimes. 
In particular, I hope to improve upon the international community’s 
capacity to prevent crises from occurring or escalating.”

At Somerville College, Jennifer is a core member of the PPE 
team, with a focus on the second and third year Politics papers in 
International Relations. She is also actively involved in graduate 
teaching and supervision within the Department of Politics and 
International Relations, concentrating on courses and theses related to 
International Normative Theory, International Relations Theory, and the 
use of military force in international society. ■

Birmingham:  
Mock terror attack

Influencing the debate 
on same sex marriage
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Editorial Information

PSA panels at APSA 
Annual Meeting 2013
The PSA co-sponsored two panels at the APSA Annual Meeting in 
Chicago from 29 August - 1 September 2013. In addition, the PSA 
hosted a drinks reception, which was attended by PSA members 
and international colleagues. 

A full report will be published will be published in the next issue of 
PSA News. 

Panel on Rhetoric, Politics and 
Conflict: Theories, Debates, 
and Case Studies
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in the UK and the US, which 
will be published by edinburgh 
University Press in October 2013.

Much of their work consisted 
of behind-the-scenes consultation 
with civil servants and legislators, 
including members of both the 
House of Commons and the House 
of Lords. They submitted briefing 
papers during the debates on the 
measure, and Scot was interviewed 
by BBC Radio Oxford following 
passage of the law. They also wrote 
about the bill on the Oxford/
Cambridge blog Politics in Spires. 
They advised the Religious Society 
of Friends (Quakers), one of the 
bodies wishing to conduct same-
sex marriages, whose legal position 
differs from others’ because 
Quakers and Jews were exempted 
from being forced to marry in the 
parish church back in 1753. This 
exemption still shapes the law.

Much of the debate on the bill 
focused in large part on the degree 
of religious freedom that would be 
afforded to religious groups that 
did not wish to endorse same-
sex relationships. Initially, the 
government stated its intention 
to exclude the Church of England 
from performing same-sex 
marriages entirely; that intention 
was later clarified in the context 
of what became known as the 
quadruple lock, which protects 
individual religious organisations, 
as well as their individual clergy, 
from having to perform same-sex 
wedding ceremonies and exempts 
them from the requirements of 
equality laws. The law follows 
one of three models discussed 
in their book: it permits religious 
freedom to organisations and 
their volunteers but not to profit-
making entities. ■

co-ordinated by West Midlands Police in conjunction with CBRNe 
Ltd, and also provided an opportunity for blue-light services and 
the local authority to evaluate emergency procedures in the West 
Midlands. 

The scenario involved the release of a chemical during a conference 
in Hall 5 of Birmingham’s International Convention Centre. It was the 
first of three exercises taking place across Europe over the next two 
years as part of an EU funded initiative to improve the preparedness 
and resilience of members states to a terrorist attack. 

Dr Brooke Rogers said: 'a detailed understanding of how members 
of the public and emergency responders behave and interact during a 
terrorist attack is a vital tool for governments and emergency services 
when developing effective disaster response plans.’

Chief Superintendent Chris McKeogh of the West Midlands Police 
said: 'This exercise is a unique opportunity to play a key role in an 
international project alongside a large number of other local and 
international agencies and organisations. We are very advanced already 
in our ability to deal with major incidents and it’s a testament to the 
expertise and professionalism of the emergency services in the West 
Midlands that Project PRACTICE and CBRNE Ltd chose Birmingham as 
the setting for such an important piece of work.' 

The story was reported by the Press Association, Daily Mail, Sky 
News, BBC News, Yahoo!, Capital FM, Independent and Metro, as well 
as being extensively covered in regional media throughout the UK. ■

Birmingham: Mock terror attack  continued from page 1

Jack Neenan

Now in its third year, the 
Political Studies Association’s 
schools workshop series 
continues to inspire a new 
generation of young academics 
to take on the challenge of a 
degree in politics. 

This year’s series began 
in June at the University of 
Edinburgh, and went on to visit 
the University of Nottingham, 
University of Manchester and 
University College London. 
Acting on the significant 
feedback received from last 
year’s series, the agenda was 
trimmed down in order to 
focus on the sessions the 
students found most useful 
and interesting: the application 
process, what to expect when 
you get to university, and a 
lecture delivered by a senior 
university academic. This year’s 
star lecturers were Professor 

Charlie Jeffery, Professor Steven 
Fielding, Professor Angelia 
Wilson and Dr Jennifer Hudson. 
As always, the PSA would like to 
express its gratitude to our guest 
lecturers and speakers who took 
the time out from their busy 
schedules to help make each 
workshop a huge success. 

If you were unable to attend 
a workshop held near you, or if 
you are interested in reviewing 
the content, the entire University 
College London workshop was 
recorded and is available to 
stream on our website. Visit the 
‘Useful articles and resources’ 
area in the schools section 
at: http://www.psa.ac.uk/psa-
communities/specialist-groups/
schools/useful-articles-resources 
to view the content. Dr Jennifer 
Hudson’s lecture was on the 
topic ‘Public opinion and 
development-aid’. The collated 
slides from all four workshops on 

Schools workshops 2013

Sophie Camfield, Education Liaison Officer, Queen Mary, University of London reveals the 
secrets of the application process to our student attendees. 

the application process are also 
available to download on the 
resources page. 

In total, over 100 students 

and 8 teachers attended, 
from 29 different schools, all 
providing very positive feedback 
for next year. ■
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About the conference
Manchester is the setting for the 
PSA Annual Conference 2014 and 
the conference theme, Rebels 
& Radicals, reflects the deep 
political history of this beautiful 
Northern city.

“Manchester changed 

the world’s politics: from 
vegetarianism to feminism to 
trade unionism to communism, 
every upstart notion that ever 
got ideas above its station, 
every snotty street-fighter of 
radical philosophy, was fostered 
brawling in Manchester’s 

streets, mills, pubs, churches and 
debating halls. Before it fled to 
London in the 1960s and became 
‘Islingtonised’, the Manchester 
Guardian was Britain’s most 
radical liberal newspaper…
Lydia Becker, the daughter of 
a Chadderton chemical works 

4

Rebels and radicals
64th Political Studies Association Annual International Conference
14 – 16 April 2014, The Midland hotel, Manchester
http://www.psa.ac.uk/conference/2014-conference

owner, pioneered the notion 
of votes for women with her 
National Society for Women’s 
Suffrage, a movement later 
radicalized and turned into 
a potent political agency by 
another Manchester family, the 
Pankhursts. The TUC first met 
here in 1868. Vegetarianism 
in the western world began in 
Salford in 1809 when the Rev. 
William Cowherd persuaded 
his congregation to give up 
meat and the concept swept 
Manchester; there were more 
vegetarian restaurants in the 
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1880s than today. The greatest 
military and economic super-
power the world has ever known 
spent half a century sweating 
nervously, armed to the teeth 
and generally terrified of an idea 
born in Manchester, namely 
communism. Now that’s 
attitude!”

(Stuart Maconie, Pies & 
Prejudice, p. 113)

This impressive political 
pedigree makes Manchester the 
perfect place to ponder how 
those on the margins encourage 
change by prodding and pushing 

the mainstream.
While the conference 

welcomes work reflecting 
these familiar struggles at the 
margins, it also offers a place 
for research at the emerging 
edges of politics. For example, 
the behaviour of backbench MPs 
has had an interesting effect on 
governing, particularly under 
the coalition. Recent research 
on gender and party politics in 
western democracies testifies 
to the continuing concern over 
the representation of women, 
particularly ethnic minority 

women. As the European Union 
struggles to steer toward 
economically prosperity, accession 
of new member states threatens 
economic policy coherence as 
well as social policy development. 
Soon President Obama completes 
his final term in office and 
any hope for a progressive 
policy legacy appears to be 
overwhelmed by Congressional 
discord and an increasingly 
divided country – along lines of 
class, race and ‘family values’.

Other potential research 
questions under the Rebels & 
Radicals theme might include: 
How can critical theories of 
international politics offer new 
and interesting insights about the 
crisis of capitalism, revolutions 
across the world, ever increasing 
militarism, and incipient state 
security practices? Is it time 
perhaps to interrogate the so 
called ‘critical turn’ as now fully 
institutionalised and thus less 
able to address current crisis 
in new and imaginative ways? 
Can radicals ever find a voice 
in the elite-driven world of 
policymaking? Is participatory 
governance attainable? Is 
diversity and equality as ‘good 
practice’ in politics, and the 
discipline of political science, 
finally coming of age or already 
passé?  How have WikiLeaks and 
Edward Snowden changed our 
understandings of transparency, 
treason, patriotism and power? 
What do recent uprisings in Egypt 
and Turkey teach us about the 
(im)possibility of democracy or 
the difficulties of rapid political 
change?

Closer to home: With the 
next election looming, what 
is the possibility of a strong 
challenge from Labour?  Does 
the emergence of UKIP signal 
a demand for radical change 
or opposition to it? How will 
voters judge Britain’s first 
post-war coalition government 
when they return to the polls in 
2015?  Can the identity of the 
‘United Kingdom’ survive the 
challenges from the referendum 

on Scottish independence and 
yet another tense discussion 
on EU membership? What does 
the fragmentation of political 
competition tell us about British 
political ideology in the twenty 
first century?

These are pressing questions 
of contemporary politics and 
challenge us to contemplate 
and re-imagine the importance 
of Rebels & Radicals.

We look forward to welcoming 
you to Rebels & Radicals in 
Manchester!

Panel and paper proposals
We invite paper and panel 
proposals on any topics related 
to the conference theme, as well 
as on other topics spanning the 
entire range of political studies.

For details of submission 
procedures, and to submit a 
panel or paper proposal, please 
visit the PSA conference website 
at http://www.psa.ac.uk/
conference/2014-conference and 
follow the instructions provided. 
Questions about any aspects of 
the submission process should 
be directed to the academic 
convenor at convenor@psa.ac.uk. 

The final deadline for 
submission of all proposals 
is 27 October 2013. Earlier 
submission of proposals is 
encouraged.

The conference venue
The conference will be held at 
the impressive Midland Hotel. 
The venue is just 200m from 
Oxford Road Station, 800m from 
Piccadilly Station and across the 
road from Manchester Central.

Accommodation in 
Manchester
Working together with Visit 
Manchester, we have secured 
discounted hotel rooms across 
a range of hotels, which will 
be available on our conference 
website in due course.

Convenor
Professor Angelia Wilson, 
University of Manchester ■
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Rose GannCathy Gormley-Heenan Alistair Clark Andrew Massey

Executive Committee 
election 2013: The result

26 September
Citizens and politics in Britain today:  
still a ‘civic culture’?
PSA sponsored event at London School  
of Economics

26 november
PSA Annual Awards Dinner 2013  
Church House, London

05 December
Specialist Group Conference 2013
Institute for Government, London

06 December
Heads of Department Conference 2013
Institute for Government, London
More information on all these events is available on 
the PSA website at www.psa.ac.uk/events.

We live in a world (and under 
a regime) that is fixated 
with numerical indicators of 
quality.  In this context, it is 
heartening to see how well 
Political Studies performs in 
the most recent measure of 
Google citations.   The Google 
metric is based on a five-year 
horizon and captures much 
more of the relevant activity 
than some other measures 
of a similar kind. In the latest 
iteration, Political Studies is 
currently fourteenth in the 
global table of political science 
journals and sixth amongst 
those published in europe – 
for full details go to Google 
Scholar Metrics and click 
through to Political Science.

6

The Association is delighted to 
announce that Dr Cathy Gormley-
Heenan (University of Ulster) and 
Dr Alistair Clark (University of 
Newcastle) have been elected to 
the executive Committee of the 
PSA to serve three-year terms. 
Cathy scored the highest number 
of first preferences and was the 
first to meet the requisite number 
of votes, with Alistair coming 
second. Cathy, who was elected 
to the executive Committee last 
year, will continue her fine work as 
Trustee responsible for the annual 
PSA conference and for specialist 
groups. Since Cathy’s appointment 

in August 2012 she has worked 
tirelessly to strengthen ties 
between the executive and the 
Association’s network of specialist 
groups, reinstating the annual 
specialist group conference, which 
was held in November last year, 
and will be held again this year 
in December at the Institute for 
Government. 

Alistair, a previously co-opted 
member, has been busy developing 
the Association’s support for 
teaching and learning issues – 
primarily quantitative methods 
teaching. Alistair was responsible 
for the formation of the PSA 

Quantitative Methods Network, 
which was recently announced in 
this publication and will be active 
in a number of areas over the next 
three years.  

Congratulations to both! And a 
big thank you to all the candidates 
who put themselves forward and to 
members who took the time to vote. 

The election was conducted 
electronically under the STV system 
of voting, and was hosted on the 
Association’s website. 

Co-options
Dr Rose Gann (Nottingham Trent 
University) and Professor Andrew 

Dates for you diary

Massey (University of Exeter) have 
been co-opted to the Executive 
Committee of the PSA. 

Rose will be working alongside 
PSA Vice-Chair Jacqui Briggs 
developing our education and skills 
output, particularly with issues 
related to undergraduates.

Andrew was elected to the 
Executive in May 2012, and since 
that time has been immersed in 
open access, acting as the lead for 
the Association on this crucially 
important issue. Andrew authored 
a paper on Open Access detailing 
the PSA’s concerns, which was 
published on the front page of 
December 2012’s edition of PSA 
News (V23, No.4). Andrew also 
represented the Association at 
the Business, Innovation and Skills 
Select Committee’s inquiry into the 
Government’s Open Access policy. 
Andrew will continue to monitor 
the progress of the implementation 
of open access, ensuring that the 
concerns of the Social Science 
community are voiced. ■

Political Studies endorsed by Google
This puts us in some very 

heavyweight company and is an 
excellent outcome in a list that 
is dominated by the big North 
American journals.  

In part, this reflects the 
extent to which Political Studies 
is not just an international, 
but also a truly global journal.  

While we remain proudly the 
journal of the Political Studies 
Association of the U.K., only a 
minority of our contributors 
are based in Britain.  As well 
as submissions from North 
America and elsewhere in 
Europe, we have a regular flow 
of papers from Latin America, 

Africa, Asia and Australasia.  
We are pleased, too, that the 
content of Political Studies 
reflects the full diversity of 
our discipline and that there is 
something in it for everyone. ■
Chris Pierson, Editor of 
Political Studies, University 
of Nottingham
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Erratum In the last issue of PSA News 
(Vol.24, No.2, p.6), we incorrectly 
captioned a photo. The caption 

should have been: (from left to 
right) Yong-Ho Kim, Mitsuo Koga 
and You-Kung Suh. ■

The editorial Team of Political 
Studies Review (PSR) received 
some excellent news when 
the 2012 Impact Factors were 
announced by ISI/Thomson 
Reuters in June. The Impact 
Factor for PSR has risen from 
0.528 to 1.286 this year, 
which represents an amazing 
percentage increase of 143.6%.

The journal has also seen an 
impressive increase in ranking in 
the category Political Science, 
from 84/148 in 2011 to 37/157 
in 2012.

This fantastic development 
is testament to the growing 

prestige of the journal, not only 
for its unrivalled spread of around 
500 reviews of new books in 
the discipline each year, but 
especially as a forum for scholarly 
discussions of a wide range of 
topics of general interest to 
political scientists.

It vindicates the decision taken 
by the LSE’s Patrick Dunleavy, 
Paul Kelly and Jane Tinkler to 
split the journal from its parent 
Political Studies in 2003, and 
acknowledges the significant 
input of editors David Richards at 
Sheffield and now Mark Wenman 
at Nottingham, who have 

introduced new levels of rigour 
and peer review as standard into 
the submission process.

Political Studies Review 
comes of age
Political Studies Review has come 
of age and the editors, authors 
and reviewers can all be truly 
proud of being associated with 
this fantastic outcome. 

For those considering 
submitting an article to PSR, 
check out the journal’s pages on 
the PSA website or simply log in 
to http://mc.manuscriptcentral.
com/psr ■

Over the past 18 months the 
Politics editorial team has 
been working hard to establish 
the journal as a leading outlet 
for research on disciplinary 
pedagogy in Politics and 
International Studies. In light of 
the pressures of the post-Browne 
environment and the demands 
for ever more innovative forms of 
teaching and assessment, Politics 
made a commitment to publish 
at least one pedagogically 
focussed article an issue. This was 
motivated by the belief that the 
journal should be doing more to 
circulate cutting edge research 
and best practice in learning 
and teaching.  We hope this has 
--in conjunction with the PSA 
and BISA Learning and Teaching 
specialist groups as well as the 
Higher education Academy—
helped in promoting learning and 
teaching research in the UK. We 
have been particularly pleased 
with the quality and diversity of 

the submissions that we have 
received. To showcase the state 
of the art in pedagogical research 
in Politics and International 
Studies, we decided to produce 
an open access virtual issue 
on learning and teaching that 
highlights some of best articles 
that we have published over the 
last five years. The web address 
is http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1467-
9256/homepage/virtual_issue_-_
learning_and_teaching.htm. We 
hope that members of the PSA 
enjoy these articles, disseminate 
them widely, and make use 
of relevant insights for their 
own teaching and assessment 
practices.

why publish a Learning 
and Teaching article with 
Politics?
Impact: our ISI impact factor 
increased by 14.5% in 2012 and 

is higher than ECPR and APSA 
journals that publish learning and 
teaching articles.
Audience: Over 3500 institutions 
worldwide subscribe to Politics and 
the journal is freely available to all 
members of the PSA.
Engagement: According to 
Altmetrics, Politics rates well above 
the mean for academic journals in 
terms of engagement. We actively 
promote the work of our authors 
using social media which multiplies 
the potential readership and 
impact of the articles we publish 
on learning and teaching.

Feedback and Speed: At Politics, 
we provide ourselves on providing 
authors with high quality feedback 
and amongst the quickest review 
turnaround times in the discipline 
(mean= 44 days). ■

Huge jump in Impact Factor for PSR

Politics: Learning and Teaching 
Virtual Issue available
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The stunning Victorian, Neo-
gothic Manchester Town 
Hall will provide the setting 
for the 2014 conference 
annual dinner and with it the 
unveiling of the Association’s 
annual academic prize 
winners.  Nominations are 
now open and members can 
download all the necessary 
forms from the PSA website 
at http://www.psa.ac.uk/
members/membership-
benefits/prizes. Submissions 
must be made by the closing 
date of 1 November 2013. 

Dissertation Prizes
Heads of Department are invited 
to submit dissertations awarded 
to their PhD students in the 
2012- 2013 academic year for 
consideration for a Political 
Studies Association prize. 

Four dissertation prizes are 
available:
•  The walter Bagehot Prize 

for Government and Public 
Administration

•  The Sir Ernest Barker Prize 
for Political Theory

•  The Lord Bryce Prize for 
International Relations/
Comparative Studies

•  The Arthur McDougall Fund 
Prize for Elections, Electoral 
Systems or Representation

Rules 
•  A dissertation is eligible 

for the competition if the 
examiners have passed it in 
the academic year 2012 - 
2013 (up to 30 September 
2013)

•  Both the nominator and 
nominee must be a current 
PSA member

•  Departments may only make 
one submission for each of the 
four prizes

•  Nominations will only be 
accepted in electronic format 
to nominations@psa.ac.uk

Richard Rose Prize 
This prize is awarded to a 
younger scholar who has made 
a distinctive contribution to 
the study of British politics 
(including Northern Ireland), 
through the publication of 
books and articles. 

Anyone aged under 40 on 1 
December 2013 will be eligible 
for nomination. A nominee 
does not have to live in the UK, 
but must be a member of the 
Political Studies Association. A 

PSA prizes – 
Association  
calls for 
nominations

nomination may be made by a 
Head of Department or by any 
member of the Association.

Winners of the prize in 
previous years have been: Dr 
Paul Cairney (University of 
Aberdeen), Dr. Claire Annesley 
(University of Manchester), 
Professor Colin Hay (University 
of Sheffield), Dr Eric Kaufmann 
(Birkbeck College, London), Dr 
Andrew Denham (University of 
Nottingham), Dr Meg Russell 
(University College, London), Dr 

Matthew Flinders (University 
of Sheffield), and Professor 
Philip Cowley (University of 
Nottingham).

Rules 
•  CV of nominee 
•  One-page statement by 

nominator summarising 
achievements of the candidate 
in relation to the prize and 
identifying most important 
publications 

•  Copies of up to three journal 
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articles, book chapters or book 
table of contents relevant to 
the work of the nominee

•  Nominations will only be 
accepted in electronic format 
to nominations@psa.ac.uk

Bernard Crick Awards for 
Outstanding Teaching
In honour of Professor Sir 
Bernard Crick, the Political 
Studies Association names two 
annual awards for outstanding 
teaching: one award open to all 

lecturers and another award for 
an outstanding new entrant to 
the profession. 

Rules 
•  Nominees and nominators 

must be members of the 
Political Studies Association

•  The New Entrant Prize is open 
to any member who has served 
not more than three years in 
a full time lecturing post on 
either a contract or permanent 
basis

•  No restriction is made on the 
number of nominees from 
individual departments

•  The signatures of three Political 
Studies Association members 
must support nominations

•  Nominations must be 
made on the relevant form , 
accompanied by a Statement 
of Case on not more than 3 
sides of A4, which identifies 
and provides supporting 
evidence of: innovation in 
teaching, commendation 

from student evaluation, and 
commendation from peer 
review/external observation

•  Other supporting material may 
include evidence of training 
in teaching methods involving 
a portfolio and any relevant 
publications

•  Nominations will only be 
accepted in electronic format 
to nominations@psa.ac.uk

If you have any enquiries, please 
contact Sandra McDonagh at 
sandra.mcdonagh@psa.ac.uk. ■

•  The walter Bagehot Prize

•  The Sir Ernest Barker Prize

•  The Lord Bryce Prize

•  The Arthur McDougall Fund Prize 
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In May 2012 the Women and 
Politics specialist group kicked 
off an effort to raise the profile 
of women and politics online.  
The website psawomenpolitics.
wordpress.com is now an 
international resource for media 
coverage related to women 
and politics, calls for papers 
and the group’s annual essay 
competition.

The W&P website promotes 
the group’s competition and 
highlights its winners.  In July 
it announced the 2013 winning 
essays and posted them online. 
First prize went to Jessica Firth 
(University of Edinburgh) whose 
essay was entitled ‘Does the 
rise of the global sex industry 

represent progress or failure 
for Feminism?’  Second prize 
went to Daniela Filipa Martins 
Cabral’s (Queen Mary) essay, 
‘Can women ever benefit from 
emphasising their difference to 
men?’  

Prior to the 2012 online push 
the Women and Politics website 
averaged around 8 visits per day.  
Its average for July 2013 was 
57 visits per day, totaling over 
1,700 visits for the month and 
is on pace to achieve 15,000 
visits for 2013. While most 
visitors come from the United 
Kingdom and the United States, 
people from all over the world 
use the site, including Ireland, 
Australia, India, South Africa 

PSA Women and Politics 
group’s website reaches 
1000 readers per month

A screenshot from the group’s website

A recent workshop

and Saudi Arabia.  PSA members 
can also follow the Women 
and Politics group’s activities 

and media aggregation on 
Twitter by typing in the hashtag 
#womenandpolitics. ■
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The PSA Caribbean Politics 
group is holding an event at 
University of London on 24 
October. 

In 1983, one of the smallest 
independent countries in the 
Western hemisphere, the 
Caribbean island of Grenada, was 
invaded by the largest country 
in the Western hemisphere, the 
United States of America (US). 
The invasion, named Operation 
Urgent Fury, began on 25 October 

1983, less than 48 hours after the 
bombing of the US barracks in 
Lebanon, where 241 US marines 
died in the largest non-nuclear 
attack on record. Nearly eight 
thousand US soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and marines participated 
in Operation Urgent Fury along 
with 353 Caribbean allies in the 
Caribbean Peace Forces. The 
invasion was also the first major 
US military operation since the 
Vietnam War.

This event will scrutinise 
many themes and will include 
an illustrious panel of speakers, 
including Sir Shridath “Sonny” 
Ramphal, Secretary-General of 
the Commonwealth (1975-1990); 
Foreign Minister of Guyana 
(1972-1975), who will deliver the 
keynote address. 

For more information on 
this event and to book a place, 
please visit the Caribbean Politics 
specialist group’s website: 

The USA in the Caribbean:  
Thirty years after American fury
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The PSA Marxism specialist group

http://www.psa.ac.uk/psa-
communities/specialist-groups/
caribbean-politics ■

The Marxism Specialist group has been running since 1983. 
Although most members are – not surprisingly – politically on the 
left, people of any political persuasion are most welcome. The group 

publishes Studies in Marxism, a volume we hope to be able to 
produce annually. It is a refereed publication which besides 

including articles has a substantial book reviews section.
The main annual event is participation in the Manchester 
workshops in Political Theory. We have a Marxism stream 

every September. This year we are welcoming six Chinese 
scholars, and we will also have a round-table discussion 
of the work of David McLellan. In the recent past we 
have had joint conferences with the Anarchism specialist 
group and the State specialist group. We also usually 

have one or more sessions at the PSA Annual Conference.
Discussions at sessions of group are usually lively, but 
they are virtually always friendly – the days of fratricidal 

conflict between supporters of Trotsky, Stalin and Mao 
are long gone.

We are always happy to welcome new members and 
submissions to Studies in Marxism. We are aiming to 
bring out Volume 14 before the end of this calendar 
year, and should be able to get articles through the 
reviewing process in time for inclusion if they are 
submitted reasonably promptly.

For questions about membership or submissions 
to Studies contact: Mark Cowling, email 
C.M.Cowling@Tees.ac.uk. ■
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Thomas elston was the winner of the award for the best paper 
presented by an early career researcher to a panel organised 
by the executive Politics & Governance specialist group during 
the PSA annual conference in Cardiff. His paper on executive 
agencies was judged to offer a novel and insightful account. 

Thomas Elston is PhD student at the School of Sociology 
and Social Policy at the University of Nottingham. For further 
information on the Executive Politics & Governance specialist 
group, please visit their website www.executivepolitics.org ■

Executive Politics 
and Governance 
group announce 
prize winner

One-day conference, 17 
January 2014, University of 
Birmingham

This event has been organised 
with the support of the Political 
Studies Association and the PSA’s 
Italian Politics specialist group.

A call for papers has been 
issued on the PSA website: 

http://www.psa.ac.uk/members/
call-papers. Submissions must 
be made by 18 October to 
Jim Newell (j.l.newell@salford.
ac.uk) and Arianna Giovannini 
(a.giovannini@leedsmet.ac.uk) 
from either of whom further 
details about the conference can 
be obtained. ■

The 2013 Italian 
General Election 
– Italian politics 
at a crossroads? 



13

psa.ac.uk  

3rd Annual Conference 
University of South wales 
Caerleon Campus
October, 2013 

The last decade has seen a resurgence of interest in Aristotle’s 
work among political, social and moral theorists – with identifiably 
Aristotelian themes and positions emerging in debates on issues 
from well-being to social ontology, and from management theory 
to the capabilities approach. Proposals are welcome on any aspect 
of Aristotelian thinking of contemporary social significance, across 
all relevant disciplines. Contributions to the conference typically 
embody a wide array of focal points and applications, including (as 
broad examples): 

• Politics 
• ethics 
• Sociology 
• education 
• Political economy 
• Law 
• Social policy 
• Social justice 
• equality 
• Diversity 
• The theory/practice relationship 
Keynote speaker: Tony Lawson (University of Cambridge): 
‘Why Bother with Social Ontology?’ 
Deadline for registration: 10 October 2013 
Fee: £25 
£15 for postgraduate students 
For further details please contact: angharad.farley2@southwales.ac.uk 

Contemporary 
Aristotelian Studies 
specialist group

13
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The American Politics group of 
the Political Studies Association 
is delighted to announce that 
its 40th anniversary conference 
will be held at St Anne's College, 
University of Oxford, from the 
5-7 of January 2014. The theme 
of the Conference will be the 
50th anniversary of Lyndon 
B. Johnson's `Great Society' 
speech, but paper proposals on 
any topic related to the current 
or recent (post-1945) politics 
and foreign policy of the USA 
will be welcomed.

The American Politics group is 
the leading scholarly association 

for British students of American 
politics and a vital resource for 
all those in the UK (and further 
afield) interested in the subject. 
It is also the longest-standing of 
all the PSA's specialist groups and 
its reaching its 40th anniversary is 
something to celebrate. We very 
much hope that you will be able 
to join us on this special occasion.

Full details of the conference 
will be posted on the APG’s 
website (theapg.co.uk) in due 
course. ■
Dr Steve Hurst, Chair of the 
American Politics Group
(s.hurst@mmu.ac.uk)

Britishness specialist group:  
one day symposium

St Anne’s College, Oxford

The PSA Britishness specialist 
group would like to invite 
PSA members to a one-day 
symposium at the University 
of Ulster’s Belfast City Centre 
campus that brings together 
academic contributors and 
civil society organisations to 
explore Northern Ireland’s 
‘culture wars’.  The event will 
take place on 22nd November 
2013 and has been organised 
by the PSA specialist 
group on Britishness in 
collaboration with the 
Institute for Research in 

the Social Sciences at the 
University of Ulster.

The symposium will explore 
how issues concerning 
identity, culture and public 
symbolism continue to 
divide communities in ‘post-
conflict’ Northern Ireland. 
This includes an exploration 
of the persistent tensions that 
have again risen to the surface 
during recent protests about 
the flying of the Union Flag 
and disputes about parades, 
but we will also be assessing 
the fault lines revealed by the 

pace of social change in an 
increasingly diverse Northern 
Ireland. The event will also 
engage with the emotive topic 
of memorialising the past and 
dealing with the legacy of 
conflict.

Academic participants include: 
Paul Burgess (University College 
Cork), Jon Tonge (University 
of Liverpool), Jim McAuley 
(University of Huddersfield), 
Siobhán McAlister (QUB) 
and Cathy Gormley-Heenan 
(University of Ulster).  The group 
are also delighted to confirm 

that they will be joined by 
representatives from among 
others The Community Relations 
Council, The Teaching Divided 
Histories Project, The Northern 
Ireland Council for Ethnic 
Minorities, The Northern Ireland 
Youth Forum, The Northern 
Ireland Arts Council and the 
Rainbow Project.

Further updates will follow 
on the group's website http://
www.psasgb.co.uk/links. For 
more information please 
contact Shaun McDaid at 
s.mcdaid@hud.ac.uk. ■

American Politics group’s  
40th anniversary conference
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The PSA Comparative european 
Politics group is holding its 
annual conference at Glasgow 
Caledonian University on 
14-15 November with the 
participation of around 20 
paper presenters.

The conference will host six 
panels on themes as varied as:
National parliaments in the 
EU (co-hosted with IPSA RC3 
European Unification)
•  Power, policy, and problem 

definition in European 

democracies
•  Cohesion policy and politics in 

the EU
•  Discourses and geographies of 

asylum politics in Europe
•  Family, children and welfare 

politics
•  Women in politics and in the 
labour market in Europe
The Keynote Speech will 

be delivered by Prof. Robert 
Henry Cox of the University of 
South Carolina and the editor 
of the journal Governance: An 

International Journal of Policy, 
Administration and Institutions.

For more information on the 
programme, please visit the 
group’s website, which can be 
found at http://www.psa.ac.uk/
psa-communities/specialist-
groups/comparative-european-
politics.

Those interested in 
participating in the conference 
should get in touch with Dr 
Umut Korkut (umut.korkut@
gcu.ac.uk) by 1 November 2013. 

There will be a fee of £20 (£10 
from students) from those who 
are not currently PSA members.

In other news
On the 14 November, there 
will be a book launch for "The 
Discourses and Politics of 
Migration in Europe", http://
www.palgrave.com/products/
title.aspx?pid=648066, a 
proceeding from the 2011 
conference of the CEP group. ■

Comparative European Politics 
Annual Conference 2013
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(from left to right) Matthew Flinders, Rt. Hon. David Blunkett and Simon Bulmer

Democratic Audit 
www.democraticaudit.com 
This new blog focuses on 
democracy and human 
rights in the UK, especially 
elections, parties, Parliament, 
government, human rights, 
civil liberties and freedoms. 
The DA blog launched on 
15 July 2013 and is already 
running at over 700 visitors 
per day. 

The blog is the first of several 
new initiatives following the 
transfer of Democratic Audit 
from University of Liverpool 
earlier this year – see http://
www.lse.ac.uk/newsAndMedia/
news/archives/2013/03/
DemocraticAudit.aspx  for a full 
description of the new DA aims 
and methods of working. DA is 
a Departmental Research Unit 
within the LSE Government 
Department and its co-directors 
are Dr Jonathan Hopkin and 
Professor Patrick Dunleavy. 

The co-directors are 
interested in the widest 
range of evidence-based 

David Blunkett attends politics 
graduation at Sheffield

On 18 July, David Blunkett, 
MP for Sheffield Brightside 
and Hillsborough, attended 
the University of Sheffield's 
Politics Department graduation 
ceremony. After addressing 
the graduates at the event, Mr 
Blunkett reflected:

“I’m extremely pleased that 
so many young people have 
chosen to study politics, and that 
they were able to join with their 
families on a wonderfully sunny 
afternoon to celebrate their own 
success and the beginning of a 
new future.”

“In explaining to the young 

people that the world really was 
their oyster despite the economic 
downturn, I was drawing on the 
fact that as well as securing lasting 
employment for themselves, so 
many people in business, the civil 
service and diplomacy, as well as 
in teaching and even international 
development, will be able to draw 
on their learning for the benefit of 
society.”

Mr Blunkett is a Visiting 
Professor in the Department 
of Politics at the University of 
Sheffield, in the world's first Centre 
for the Public Understanding of 
Politics. ■

LSE launches two new blogs
contributions, including the 
political theory of democratic 
reform and improvement for 
mature liberal democracies, 
and comparisons of UK with 
other countries on democratic 
quality.

Democratic Audit is run 
by Sean Kippin and Richard 
Berry who can be contacted at 
democraticaudit@lse.ac.uk.
And on Twitter at: @
DemocraticAudit.

LSEUSApp blog on 
America
LSE is proud to announce 
a companion blog to their 
already successful blogs British 
Politics and Policy and EUROPP 
–European Politics and Policy. 
The new blog will follow the 
same broad approach of being 
a multi-author blog covering all 

social science disciplines. 
The new blog is called USAPP 

- American Politics and Policy. 
It covers:
•  All aspects of USA politics and 

public policy, society and key 
policy issues

•  We aim to develop a key 
European perspective on 
American domestic politics, 
including state and city politics

•  We will also cover Canada and 
Mexico
The blog was launched on 

Labor Day (2 September 2013).
A full statement of blog aims 

for the blog and lots of relevant 
US material from existing 
LSE blogs is available on the 
site already at the blog main 
address: www.USAPPblog.com 
Follow the blog on Twitter: 
@LSEUSAblog 

The Academic Editors 

are all Americans working 
at LSE: Dr Andy Eggers, Dr 
Stephanie Rickard and Dr 
Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey 
(Government Department); 
and Dr Lloyd Gruber (Dean 
of MPA Programme) and Dr 
Ben Luaderdale (Methodology 
Institute).

The Managing Editor is Chris 
Gilson at c.h.gilson@lse.ac.uk 
(who previously set up Europp). 
He would be delighted to hear 
from anyone who would like 
to contribute. The General 
Editor is Patrick Dunleavy (at 
p.dunleavy@lse.ac.uk) ■
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The School of Politics and International Studies (POLIS) at the 
University of Leeds has seen some significant investment and a 
large number of new appointments and promotions in the last 
year or two.

A total of two full professors and 14 other new academic staff 
have been externally recruited to the School in 2011-13. Some 
of these appointments were to replace departing staff, but six 
wholly new lectureship posts were created in 2012. External 
funding from the Pears Foundation supports an investment post 
on Israel and Middle East politics.  Jocelyn Evans (a specialist in 
comparative and electoral politics and quantitative methods) 
and Ted Newman (expertise in intrastate conflict, civil war, and 
post-conflict peacebuilding) join POLIS as Professors, while Lars 
Berger (Middle East politics, Islamism, terrorism) joins as Associate 
Professor. Lecturer appointments include: Emma-Louise Anderson 
(gender politics of HIV and food security in Africa); Alex Beresford 
(South African politics); Alan Craig (Israel and Middle East Studies); 
Kris Dunn (comparative politics and political psychology); Kingsley 
Edney (China’s international relations and the Chinese propaganda 
system); Susan Gaines (quantitative methods); Adrian Gallagher (IR, 
genocide and mass violence, the Responsibility to Protect); Richard 
Hayton (Conservative Party politics); Soohyun Lee (comparative 

political economy, social policy, East Asia); Graham Smith (a 
political theorist with a special interest in friendship); Jörg Wiegratz 
(neoliberal moral economy and global development); Kerri Woods 
(political theory, human rights).  In addition, Judi Atkins (expertise 
in rhetoric and ideology) joined POLIS as a Research Fellow in 
British Politics. Meanwhile, Andrew Crines (British Politics) and 
Dominic Welburn (Political Theory) will be on teaching fellow posts 
in 2013-14.

Promotions to Associate Professor went to political theorist 
Derek Edyvane, British politics specialist Timothy Heppell, and 
Nick Robinson, who was recently awarded a £425,000 Swedish 
Research Council grant to work on social media, videogames and 
militarization. 

Simon Lightfoot was awarded one of the prestigious National 
Teaching Fellowships in 2013 for excellence in higher education 
teaching and support for learning. 

Finally, an £8.5 million refurbishment (in 2013-14) of the 
School’s home in the Social Sciences Building to provide 
modernised accommodation, teaching and research facilities for 
staff, research students, research partners and teaching is further 
evidence of the University’s strong ongoing support for POLIS at 
Leeds. ■

17

Promotions, appointments 
and investment at Leeds

The inside space of the Social Sciences Building is being 
completely redeveloped and modernised.
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The politics department 
have recruited three new 
members of academic staff. Dr 
Christopher Bickerton, lecturer 
in Comparative Politics will 
be joining the department in 
September. The department 
have also appointed two 
lecturers in International 
Relations, Dr Ayse Zarakol who 
joined the department in May, 
and Dr Aaron Rapport who will 
be joining in September. 

The department will also 
be launching the new MPhil 
programme in Public Policy in 
October this year. 

Upcoming conferences, 
workshops and other 
areas of interest 

The Alcuin Lecture will take 
place on 17 October at 5pm, 
Clare College, Cambridge. This 
will be followed by dinner. The 
lecture, ‘Is there a future for 
the European Union –and with 
Britain in it?’, will be given by 
Professor Loukas Tsoukalis, Jean 
Monnet Professor of European 
integration at the University 
of Athens and President of the 
ELIAMEP. Visit the event website 

at: http://www.cpp.csap.cam.
ac.uk/events/alcuin-lecture-
there-future-european-union-
and-bri/

The department are also 
pleased to announce that the 
Hinsley Lecture in 2013 will 
take place on 13 November 
and will be given by Professor 
Stephen Walt. Stephen M. Walt 
is the Robert and Renée Belfer 
Professor of International Affairs 
at Harvard University's Kennedy 
School of Government. Visit 
http://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/
hinsley-memorial-lecture-2013 
for more information. ■

Loukas Tsoukalis will deliver 
this year’s Alcuin Lecture

The constructivist realist: A 
celebration of Professor Sir 
Lawrence Freedman
26-27 September 2013
This major scholarly conference, 
organised jointly by the 
Department of War Studies and 
the Harry Frank Guggenheim 
Foundation, will celebrate 
Professor Freedman’s academic 
life, reflecting, in particular, on 
the approach found both in his 
own work and in that of those 

he has inspired.  Under Professor 
Freedman’s leading influence, a 
distinctive working method – a 
school of thought – has been 
pioneered, but not given a name. 
However, Peter Katzenstein 
once called Freedman a ‘realist 
constructivist’. The conference 
will explore the potential, and 
the limits, of constructivist 
realism as a theoretical prism, 
or school of thought, for 
social researchers engaged 

with tangible problems of 
war and peace.  As part of 
this conference, Professor Pat 
Morgan, Professor of Political 
Science, University of California, 
Irvine will speak on Reflections 
on Deterrence and Lawrence 
Freedman: Looking Back and 
Ahead on the 26 of September 
at 18.30. More details are online 
at: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/
departments/warstudies/events/
eventsrecords/freedman.aspx ■

Professor Sir Lawrence 
Freedman

Cambridge round-up

Event at King’s 
College London
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The changing socio-economic profile of PPCs and MPs in 
Britain, 1945-2015. Dr Jennifer vanheerde-hudson (Principal 
Investigator, University College London) and Dr Rosie 
Campbell (co-Principal Investigator, Birkbeck, University of 
London)

With generous support from the Leverhulme Trust (RPG-
2013-175), this two-year project investigates Britain’s changing 
political class. Our project considers three questions: how has the 
socio-economic profile of prospective parliamentary candidates 
and MPs changed overtime; do social/electoral attributes 

influence selection; and, is there a relationship between social/
electoral attributes and career trajectory? We will create a single, 
publicly available dataset combining biographical, social, electoral 
and institutional attributes for PPCs and MPs from 1945-2015; 
the first, systematic and comprehensive source of data on 
parliamentary candidates in the UK. In addition to providing 
a rich source of data for our project, the dataset is of interest 
to academics working in the area of parties, campaigns and 
elections, across other disciplines, and to stakeholders outside of 
academia, including political parties and various media outlets. ■

Two researchers from the Centre of Governance and Human 
Rights (CGHR) in POLIS, Dr Sharath Srinivasan and Dr 
Alastair Fraser, have been awarded £10,000 and £5,000 
respectively by the Cambridge-Africa Alborada Research 
Fund for research collaborations with colleagues in Kenya 
and Zambia. This will allow Dr Srinivasan and Dr Fraser to 
expand their research under the eSRC-DFID funded 'Politics 
and Interactive Media in Africa'.

POLIS is pleased to announce that Dr Amrita Narlikar, 
Reader in International Political Economy and the Director of 
the Centre for Rising Powers, has been awarded a Leverhulme 
Research Fellowship for 2013-2014, to work on a new research 
project "The Power of the Poor: International Economic 
Negotiations in a Globalising World". 

Dr Duncan Bell has secured a Cambridge Humanities 
Research Grant to aid his project "Dreamworlds of Empire: 
Utopia, Race and the Project for a New Anglo Century". ■

The new political class? 
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Grants and 
Fellowships at 
Cambridge

Dr Sharath Srinivasan

Dr Alastair Fraser

Dr Amrita Narlikar Dr Duncan Bell
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Research Centre in International Relations (RCIR): The Study of 
Political Community, Conflict, and Security

The previously named Centre for the Study of Political Community 
and the International Political Sociology group has recently formed 
the Research Centre in International Relations (RCIR): The Study of 
Political Community, Conflict and Security. RCIR conducts research in 
International Relations that relates the ‘political’ to practices of security 
and conflict. Drawing on international political sociology, philosophy, 
and international political theory, scholars associated with the Centre 
are interested in how the discourses and practices of security, war, and 
responses to conflict reflect and constitute particular governmental 
rationalities that transcend the inside/outside, domestic/international 
distinction and that have implications for the constitution of political 

communities and their transformations. The research projects focus on 
war and the government of populations, security and the discourses 
and practices of securitisation, the international political sociology 
of mobility, governmental rationalities in crisis and catastrophe, the 
role of the media and virtual space in conflict and security, and the 
international politics of conflict and contention. 

The academic members of RCIR are Dr Claudia Aradau , Professor 
Didier Bigo , Dr Peter Busch, Professor Mervyn Frost, Professor Vivienne 
Jabri , Professor Ned Lebow and Dr. Nicholas Michelsen.

RCIR will maintain a web forum where members will publish their 
research and interests as well as selected responses. More about RCIR 
can be found online here: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/
warstudies/research/index.aspx ■

King’s College London  
announce new Research Centre


