
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
65th Political Studies 

Association Annual Conference

Equality and Diversity in the PSA

Future Looks Good For Politics A-Level 

BJPIR appoints new 
editorial team from The 
University of Edinburgh
The British Journal of Politics and International 
Relations (BJPIR) will have a new editorial team 
based at the University of Edinburgh starting 
in August 2015. The new team, headed up by 
Managing Editor John Peterson, was appointed 

continued on page 3

Vol26 No 1 | 2015 psa.ac.uk

PSAnews

Disappointment for UKIP and Greens 
but SNP to be a major force in Scotland 
according to top figures from the worlds of 
academia, journalism and polling.

A Political Studies Association survey by Dr Will 
Jennings and Dr Chris Hanretty recently asked 
members of the Association as well as a large number 
of survey researchers from major polling companies 
in Britain and political journalists from the print and 
broadcast media for their election predictions and the 

results show that experts predict the Conservatives 
and Labour to be ‘neck and neck’ in terms of both 
seats and total votes. 

The Association asked respondents to share their 
predictions on the vote share and seat numbers for each 
of the major parties in May’s election.
The result of the ‘Wisdom of Crowds’ expert prediction is:
•  Experts are predicting a tight race, with the 

Conservatives and Labour virtually inseparable in 
terms of both votes and seats: the Conservatives are 
marginally ahead on vote share (32.6% to 32.3%) and 

PSA POLL:
Politics experts predict Conservatives  
and Labour will be “virtually inseparable” 
in terms of both seats and votes

Do you 
feel that 
the current 
election polls 
are ignoring 
certain key 
issues?
The PSA, in partnership with 
EPOP, are offering members 
a chance to have a question 
of their choice surveyed by 
political pollsters at YouGov!

PSA Members are invited to 
submit questions surrounding 
relevant election issues that 
they believe are not on the 
current agenda. In the run-up 
to the election, the PSA and 
EPOP will provide funding 
for YouGov to run five polls 
based on the questions that 
you, our members, submit. We 
hope that this exercise has the 
potential to raise the profile 
of political science during the 
General Election. The perfect 
question might be amusing, 
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Labour are marginally ahead on seats (282 to 278).
•  Experts foresee potential disappointment for UKIP supporters, who are 

expected, on average, to pick up around 6 seats (with academics slightly 
more optimistic on UKIP’s prospects than journalists or pollsters). Experts 
also predict that the Greens will pick up just 2 seats.

•  Experts predict that the SNP will be a major force in Scotland, picking 
up 29 seats, but somewhat below the level of support they are currently 
polling.

•  Notably, the predictions of the three expert groups differ very little across 
the worlds of academia, journalism and polling.

•  Our expert predictions implicitly recognize the way in which the 
electoral system means Labour is likely to win more seats, even though 
it is expected to win fewer votes (49.4% of respondents believe the 
Conservatives will receive a greater share of votes than Labour, but only 
36% believe that they will win more seats).
The key tables, predicted vote shares and full report on the survey can be 

accessed at https://www.psa.ac.uk/pollreport ■

perhaps even controversial but regarding an issue which can 
ultimately provoke a serious debate. 

If your question is chosen to be polled by YouGov, you will be 
asked to write an article for the PSA Blog based on the results of 
the poll and we will be approaching other top political blogs to 
consider cross-posting. We will also disseminate the results of 
the polls to the media in order to maximise publicity. 

To be in with a chance of having your question put to the 
public, please e-mail the PSA Communications Officer Jamie Ralph 
at jamie.ralph@psa.ac.uk with your question (using the subject 
‘YouGov Competition’) before Friday 27th of March at 5pm.

The PSA’s Communications and Engagement sub-committee 
will choose the top five questions from all entries received 
which will be then forwarded to pollsters at YouGov. Please note 
that YouGov reserves the right to finesse question wording. ■

Do you feel that the current election polls are ignoring certain key issues? 
continued from page 1

by the Political Studies 
Association after a 
lengthy nomination and 
interview process which 
concluded at the end of 
February.

John Peterson will be 
joined on the editorial 
team by the new 
Deputy Editor, Alan 
Convery. Both John and 
Alan will be supported 
by a wider group of 
Consultant Editors, 
including Elizabeth 
Cripps, Iain Hardie, Ailsa 
Henderson, Charlie 
Jeffery, Juliet Kaarbo, 
Fiona Mackay and James 
Mitchell.

The new team has 
vowed to raise the 
profile of the journal 
and we very much look 
forward to working with 
them.

continued from page 1
If you or one of your colleagues has been featured in the media recently, 
please let us know by e-mailing our Communications Officer Jamie Ralph 
jamie.ralph@psa.ac.uk or by tweeting us @PolStudiesAssoc

Members of the GREEK POLITICS SPECIALIST GROUP have been very busy over 
the past couple of months, appearing in national and international media in the 
aftermath of the Greek elections.

STELLA LADI was interviewed live by AL JAZEERA.

GEORGIOS KARYOTIS took part in a panel discussion on CHANNEL NEWSASIA, 
had a video interview with the INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES and a radio 
interview with RADIO FRANCE INTERNATIONALE.

STEPHEN BARBER was on AL JAZEERA’s Inside Story programme talking Greece, 
the Euro and anti-establishment parties.  

CLAIRE DUNLOP’s research on regulatory myths in health and safety has been 
reported in in THE TIMES, DAILY MAIL, MEDICAL EXPRESS and CENTRAL LOBBY 
@POLITICSHOME.

STUART WILKS-HEEG featured on BBC RADIO 4, BBC RADIO FIVE LIVE regarding 
the sudden surge in Green Party membership. He was also quoted in EL MUNDO 
about the decline of the larger political parties in the UK. 

JON TONGE appeared on BBC RADIO 4’s Westminster Hour, BBC BREAKFAST 
ON SUNDAY and BBC SUNDAY POLITICS NORTH WEST amongst others.
 
ALISTAIR CLARK spoke live on BBC RADIO SCOTLAND about a ban on election 
posters on Scotland.

MATT HENN appeared on BBC LOCAL RADIO to speak about the importance of 
young people voting in the general election.

ROSIE CAMPBELL guested on BBC RADIO FOUR’s ‘The Petticoat Vote’, discussing 
how the women’s vote has changed British politics and society with further 
appearances on BBC RADIO FOUR’S ‘Woman’s Hour’ and on BBC NEWSNIGHT. 

ROBERT FORD explained the increasing support for the SNP, UKIP, and the 
Greens and what that means for the forthcoming General Election on BBC 
RADIO FOUR’s ‘Start the Week’. ■

PSA Members in the News

STELLA LADI

GEORGIOS KARYOTIS

CLAIRE DUNLOP

STUART WILKS-HEEG
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W.J.M Mackenzie 
Book Prize - 
Association calls 
for nominations
Nominations are invited for the W.J.M Mackenzie Book Prize, which 
is presented for the best book published in political science each 
calendar year. Last year’s award winner was Professor Sir Lawrence 
Freedman with Strategy: A History. 

Heads of Department may nominate single-authored and jointly-
authored books by Political Studies Association members, published in 
the UK in 2014.

To download the rules document and a nomination form, please 
visit the ‘Prizes’ section of the PSA website - https://www.psa.ac.uk/
members/membership-benefits/prizes 

The deadline for nominations is 1 May 2015. The Association very 
much hopes that your department participates in this competition. ■

Professor Sir Lawrence Freedman receiving the W.J.M Mackenzie book prize for 2013 from 
Jon Snow, Channel 4 News and Caroline Spelman MP

By Matthew Flinders, Chair of the Political Studies Association 

The ESRC meeting of Chairs of Learned Societies on 4th February 
2015 represented very much the beginning of a new chapter in 
terms of both the research council and the broader learned council 
community.  It was an opportunity for chairs to meet the new Chief 
Executive of the ESRC, Professor Jane Elliott, and also for an open 
discussion about the research council’s new Strategic Plan, which is 
available to download at http://goo.gl/Bda9Yu  

Three main issues were discussed and these are likely to shape the 
future agenda of the ESRC in the short and medium term. The first issue 
is that the role of the ESRC is changing and academics and learned 
societies will need to understand this shift if they are to access research 
funding. In many ways the role of the ESRC has always been far broader 
than simply funding research but the new Strategic Plan signals an added 
emphasis on capacity building, partnership formation, training and skills 
development and – in terms of research – towards an international 
agenda that looks far beyond the UK and the confines of any one 
discipline. The ESRC will therefore remain a key funder of cutting edge 
social science but it will also adopt a more agile and ambitious approach 
that looks far beyond funding and towards a deeper nurturing of the 
social science community.

This flows into a second issue and the changing role of the learned 
societies. There are clearly challenges and opportunities facing the social 
sciences and how these are addressed very much depends on learned 
societies being able to support their members in an increasingly fluid and 
complex higher education environment. As many chairs acknowledged 
at the meeting, there is a need for learned societies to think differently 
about the services they offer and their membership categories. There was 
also support for the notion of learned societies working more closely 
together in order to maximise the leverage and visibility of the social 
sciences (and in working as a close partner with the ESRC).

This focus on ‘thinking differently’ and engagement flows into the 
final theme that was emphasised at the meeting – that a large part of 
the future research agenda for the next five years has still be to decided. 
The cross-council themes that will receive major financial investments 
have not been decided and the ESRC’s own Strategic Plan will now be 
finessed through the addition of a more detailed Delivery Plan. The mood 
music coming from the ESRC was therefore promoting engagement and 
the development of fresh ideas that could be used to feed into future 
planning. Ideas that challenged dominant assumptions that trespassed 
across disciplinary boundaries and that had global significance can still be 
fed into the strategic planning process.

It’s clear that this year’s 50th anniversary of the ESRC will mark a new 
chapter in its history. The PSA will continue to work closely with the ESRC 
and all the other learned societies over the next twelve months in order 
to forge new partnerships that really drive the social and political sciences 
forward as a critical component of the broader intellectual community. ■

The future 
agenda of 
the ESRC in 
the short and 
medium term
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One of the main tasks of social science is to explain society 
to itself.  To this end, achieving greater social diversity within 
political studies is not just about fair representation but 
about making political scientists better able to engage in 
their task through reflecting the diversity of society at large. 
In this context, the lack of black and minority ethnic (BME) 
representation within the profession of political studies is 
highly concerning. Only 6 per cent of all politics postgraduates 
and under 4 per cent of research students and staff have a BME 
background.  Similarly, as Bates et al (2012) detail, women are 
also significantly under-represented, particularly among senior 
politics faculty.

We aim to continue the process of understanding the reasons 
behind the poor representation of structurally disadvantaged 
groups (such as those located around class, gender, race, ethnicity 
and disability) within the social sciences and establish initiatives 
to increase diversity. As such, the PSA is delighted to welcome two 
new members who are tasked with taking forward Equality and 
Diversity Issues within the PSA. Heather Savigny (Bournemouth) 

was elected as a PSA Trustee (Equality and Diversity) in the recent 
elections, and Anil Awesti (Warwick) has just recently taken over as 
Chair of the Equality and Diversity Working Group.  This group was 
launched by Vicky Randall and James Chiriyankandath in 2010/11 
and has already made some great inroads. For example, Parliament 
Week 2014 focused explicitly on seeking to attract BAME students 
to the profession.  

The Equality and Diversity Group met recently at the PSA offices 
in London to discuss ways in which we can advance this issue 
within the profession. We have developed a preliminary report that 
is available to download from the PSA website at http://goo.gl/
QwaFzt. We will also be looking for members’ views on this issue at 
the forthcoming PSA conference in Sheffield. In a lunchtime session 
entitled ‘Pale, Male and Stale?’ with the PGN, we will be seeking 
PSA delegates views on how to further advance the Equality and 
Diversity agenda within the profession and beyond. If you would 
like to get involved with the group or have any suggestions please 
contact either Heather (hsavigny@bournemouth.ac.uk) or Anil 
(a.k.awesti@warwick.ac.uk). ■

A meeting of the Equality and Diversity Working Group at the PSA Head Office in London 
recently. Pictured are (from l to r): Vicky Randall, Helena Djurkovic (PSA CEO), Anil 
Awesti, James Chiriyankandath, Heather Savigny and Kate Mattocks (PGN Committee)

Equality and Diversity in the PSA
By Heather Savigny
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65th 
Political Studies Association 
Annual Conference
Civic Pride
30 March – 1 April 2015, Sheffield Town Hall and Sheffield City Hall

Provisional Conference Programme
(Timing of individual sessions remains subject to change; further ‘special panels’ tbc)

65th PSA 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Monday 30 March
08:00-17:30 Registration Sheffield City Hall Entrance Foyer

08:30-13:30 PSA Executive Committee Meeting Meeting Room 6, Mercure Hotel

09:30-11:00 Panel session 1

11:00-11:30 Tea/coffee Ballroom (City Hall)

11:30-13:00 Panel session 2

11:30-13:00 Political Behaviour in Parliaments
Sponsored by Journal of Legislative Studies
Chair: Professor Paul Cairney (University of Stirling)
Speakers: Dr Einion Dafydd (Cardiff University), Professor David Arter (University of Tampere), Ekaterina Kolpinskaya 
(University of Exeter) and Paul Thomas (University of Toronto)

John Barbirolli (City Hall)

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break

13:00-14:00 Specialist Group Business Meetings (By request)
Media and Politics
The Politics of Work and Welfare
Interpretive Political Science
Conservatives and Conservatism
Comparative European Politics
Women and Politics
Italian Politics

Ante Room (Town Hall)
Committee Rm 5 (Town Hall)
Committee Rm 1 (Town Hall)
Committee Rm 3 (Town Hall)
Conference Rm (Town Hall)
Committee Rm 2 (Town Hall)
John Barbirolli (City Hall)

13:00-14:00 Meet the Editors: The Political Studies Association’s Journals
Are you starting out in your publishing career or curious about publishing in a different forum to the journals you 
usually consider? Come and talk to the editors of Political Studies, the BJPIR, Politics, Political Insight and Political 
Studies Review and learn about publishing in any one of the PSA’s journals. Representatives from the publishers will also 
be on hand. Find out what it takes to get your paper published, what themes and topics are in prospect, what are the 
main do’s and don’ts for inexperienced authors, and how authors should handle and interpret the review process. This 
is an informal session designed to answer any questions you might bring, so please feel free to come along and chat, 
refreshments will be provided.

Memorial Hall (City Hall)

13:00-14:00 ‘Pale, Male and Stale? Inviting PSA members’ views on Equality and Diversity in the Profession’
Chairs: Dr Anil Awesti (University of Warwick, Chair PSA E & D Working Group) and Dr Heather Savigny (Bournemouth 
University, PSA Trustee)
The aim of this session will be to introduce a draft report as developed in the Equality & Diversity working group and to 
invite members to provide feedback, suggestions and ideas as to how we may improve Equality and Diversity within the 
profession.

Vincent Harris (City Hall)

14:00-15:30 ‘Deliberative World’
Speaker: Professor John Dryzek (University of Canberra)

Mandela Room (Town Hall)

15:30-16:00 Tea/coffee Ballroom (City Hall)

16:00-17:30 Panel session 3

17:45-19:00 PSA Leonard Shapiro Lecture
Sponsored by Government and Opposition
‘Making immigration work: how Britain and Europe can overcome their immigration crises’
Speaker: Professor Randall Hansen (University of Toronto)

Mandela Room (Town Hall

17:45-19:00 PSA Postgraduate Network Drinks Reception and Talk 
Speaker: Dr Fran Amery (University of Bath)

Memorial Hall (City Hall)

19:00-20:00 Reception sponsored by Government and Opposition Mirror Room (Town Hall)
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Wednesday 1 April

08:30-17:00 Registration Sheffield City Hall Entrance 
Foyer

09:00-10:30 Panel session 7

10:30-11:00 Tea/coffee Ballroom (City Hall)

11:00-12:30 Panel session 8

12:30-13:30 Lunch

12:30-13:30 Total Exposure Launch
The Political Studies Association is excited to a launch a brand new initiative at this year’s conference. Total Exposure has 
been designed to bring international broadcasters and the very best political scientists together in order to create TV and 
radio programmes that showcase the discipline and which therefore underline exactly why the study of politics matters.

Vincent Harris (City Hall)

12:30-13:30 Special lunch for PSA Guests:
Sheffield A/AS-Level students

Memorial Hall (City Hall)

13:30-15:00 ‘Why Politics Matters To You’
Q&A session for A/AS-Level students with Rt Hon David Blunkett MP

Memorial Hall (City Hall)

13:30-15:00 Panel session 9

15:00-15:30 Tea/coffee Ballroom (City Hall)

15:30-17:00 Panel session 10

17:00 Conference Closes

Tuesday 31 March

08:30-17:30 Registration Sheffield City Hall Entrance 
Foyer

09:00-10:30 Panel session 4

09:00-10:30 Specialist Groups – Meet the Convenors
A chance to meet with Specialist Group Convenors and PSA Trustee Professor Cathy Gormley Heenan - Interested in 
joining a new or another specialist group? Thinking of a different focus or additional focus for your research? Come 
along for an informal chat and a light breakfast.

City Bar (City Hall)

10:30-11:00 Tea/coffee Ballroom (City Hall)

11:00-12:30 ‘Is the Mould of British Politics Finally Broken?’
Election Roundtable speakers: Professor John Curtice (University of Strathclyde) and Dr Rob Ford (University of 
Manchester)

Mandela Room (Town Hall)

12:30-13:30 Lunch

Specialist Group Business Meetings (By request)
German Politics
Parliaments and Legislatures
Political Leadership
Greek Politics 
Latin American Politics 
French Politics and Policy 
Environmental Politics
Participatory and Deliberative Democracy

Conference Rm (Town Hall)
Committee Rm 1 (Town Hall)
Committee Rm 2 (Town Hall)
North Hall (City Hall)
Ante Room (Town Hall)
Committee Rm 5 (Town Hall)
Vincent Harris (City Hall)
Committee Rm 3 (Town Hall)

12:30-13:30 ‘Young Women and Politics: Measures to encourage, facilitate and inspire more young women to participate in 
politics’
Chair: Dr Jacqueline Briggs (University of Lincoln)
Speakers: Jackie Drayton (Sheffield City Council), Frances Scott (50:50 Parliament), Meg Munn MP, Karen Badlan (Anglia 
Ruskin University)

John Barbirolli (City Hall)

13:30-15:00 Panel session 5

13:30-15:00 ‘Political Science in the 21st Century’
Chair: Professor Matthew Flinders (PSA Chair)
Speakers: Professor Steven Rathgeb Smith (Executive Director, APSA), Dr Rosie Campbell (Birkbeck, University of London) 
and Professor Nicola Phillips (University of Sheffield)

South Hall (City Hall)

15:00-15:30 Tea/coffee Ballroom (City Hall)

15:30-17:00 Panel session 6

15:30-17:00 ‘General Election Roundtable’
Sponsored by the British Journal of Politics & International Relations
Chair: Dr Alistair Clark (Newcastle University)
Speakers: Professor Cees van der Eijk (University of Nottingham), Professor Justin Fisher (Brunel University), Professor 
Jonathan Tonge (University of Liverpool), Dr Meryl Kenny (University of Leicester)

South Hall (City Hall)

17:00-18:00 BJPIR Drinks Reception Ballroom (City Hall)

17:30-18:30 PSA Annual General Meeting South Hall (City Hall)

18:30-19:30 Journal of Legislative Studies Pre-Dinner Drinks Reception (Open to all) Cutlers’ Hall

19:30-22:00 PSA Conference Dinner and Annual Lecture (Ticket only)
After dinner speaker: Rt Hon John Bercow MP

Cutlers’ Hall
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This year’s conference will be held over two fantastic venues 
in the heart of Sheffield city centre; Sheffield Town Hall and 
Sheffield City Hall. The venues are a very short walk away from 
one another and are both a 10-15 minute walk away from 
Sheffield Train Station.

Getting to Sheffield

By air
With 4 international airports within less than an hour’s drive, 
Sheffield is easy to reach from overseas destinations.  
•  Manchester Airport, one of the UK’s busiest, has a regular direct 

rail service to Sheffield
•  Robin Hood Doncaster Sheffield Airport is served by a number 

of European destinations with charter flight routes
•  Leeds Bradford Airport is also well served by European and long 

haul destinations. Sheffield can be reached by using a taxi service, 
or bus to Leeds and then train to Sheffield

•  Nottingham East Midlands receives routes from European and 
long haul destinations. Sheffield can be reached by road using a 
taxi service, or take the airport shuttle to East Midlands Parkway 
and take the train (operated by East Midlands Trains) to the centre 
of Sheffield.  

To ensure your easy onward journey from your airport of choice, 
why not book your airport transfer in advance with Mercury Taxis, 
one of the premier taxi companies in Sheffield. You can book online 
at www.mercurytaxis.com or by calling 0114 266 2662.

By train
Where ever you are travelling from you can book your train 
tickets using the East Midlands Trains website: http://www.
eastmidlandstrains.co.uk/tickets-deals/. If you are travelling from 
London, or on routes operated by East Midlands Trains, you might 
find Marketing Sheffield’s ‘special event tickets’ a value for money 
travel option. For more information see the ‘Travel’ section on the 
conference website:  
www.psa.ac.uk/conference/2015-conference

Sheffield Train Station is the hub of train travel in South 
Yorkshire. In addition to its fast train services to London (direct 
links from London St Pancras International departing every 30 
minutes from early morning to late at night with a journey time 
of just over 2 hours), Sheffield train station is also a calling point 

PSA Annual 
Conference Dinner

on East Midlands Trains’ regional services, between Liverpool, 
Manchester, Nottingham and Norwich. There are hourly fast trains 
from Manchester City Centre and direct services from Manchester 
International Airport.

Cross Country trains run direct services from Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Newcastle, York, Leeds, Birmingham and Bristol. 

Coming in from Europe? The Eurostar link from Paris arrives at 
London St Pancras International - you can be in Sheffield in just 5 
hours after leaving Paris.  

By bus or coach
National Express run coaches from major cities in the UK to 
Sheffield coach station, a short walk from Sheffield’s mainline train 
station and the city centre. 

Getting around Sheffield
When you reach Sheffield, you’ll have no trouble getting around 
the compact city centre on foot or you can use the Stagecoach 
Supertram network (www.supertram.com) or hop on a local bus - 
the network is vast with no corner of the city not reached. ■

This year's dinner 
will take place at 
Cutlers' Hall, a 
stunning Grade 
2 listed building 
located on Church 
Street in the heart 
of Sheffield city 
centre. In its time, 
Cutlers' Hall played 
an integral role in 
both the expansion 
of the major 
local industries 
of cutlery and 
metalwork. 

We are delighted 
to announce that 
this year's after 
dinner speaker will 
be the Rt. Hon. John 
Bercow MP, Speaker 
of the House of 
Commons.
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We are delighted to have an array of renowned international 
guest speakers at the 2015 Annual Conference.

Day 1: Monday 30 March 2015

‘Deliberative World’
Professor John Dryzek, University of Canberra
John Dryzek is Australian Research 
Council Laureate Fellow and 
Centenary Professor in the Centre 
for Deliberative Democracy and 
Global Governance, Institute for 
Governance and Policy Analysis, 
University of Canberra. Previously 
he was Distinguished Professor 
of Political Science and ARC 
Federation Fellow at the Australian 
National University. He is a Fellow 
of the Academy of Social Sciences 
in Australia, former Head of the 
Departments of Political Science 
at the Universities of Oregon and 
Melbourne and of the Social and Political Theory Program at ANU, 
and former editor of the Australian Journal of Political Science. 
He has held visiting appointments at Nuffield College, Oxford and 
Harvard University.

Working in both political theory and empirical social science, he is 
best known for his contributions in the areas of democratic theory 
and practice and environmental politics. One of the instigators 
of the 'deliberative turn' in democratic theory, he has published 
five books in this area with Oxford University Press, Cambridge 
University Press, and Polity Press. His work in environmental politics 
ranges from green political philosophy to studies of environmental 
discourses and movements to global climate governance, and he 
has published five books in this area with Oxford University Press, 
Cambridge University Press, and Basil Blackwell.

Annual Leonard Schapiro Lecture  
(sponsored by Government & Opposition)

‘Making immigration work: how Britain and Europe 
can overcome their immigration crises’
Professor Randall Hansen, University of Ontario
Randall Hansen is Director of the 
Centre for European, Russian and 
Eurasian Studies, Munk School of 
Global Affairs and Full Professor 
and Canada Research Chair in the 
Department of Political Science 
at the University of Toronto. He 
works on migration & citizenship, 
eugenics & population policy, 
and the effect of war on civilian 
populations. His published 
works include Disobeying 

Hitler: German Resistance after July 20, 1944 (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2013), Sterilized by the State: Eugenics, Race and 
the Population Scare in 20th Century North America (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2013), Fire and Fury: the Allied Bombing 
of Germany (Doubleday, 2008), and Citizenship and Immigration in 
Post-War Britain (OUP, 2000). 

Day 2: Tuesday 31 March 2015 

‘Is the Mould of British Politics Finally Broken?’
Election Roundtable with Professor John Curtice, University 
of Strathclyde and Dr Robert Ford, University of Manchester
Professor John Curtice conducts 
research into social and political 
attitudes, electoral behaviour, 
electoral systems and survey 
research methods in Scotland, 
Britain and comparatively. He 
has a long working association 
with the National Centre for 
Social Research (formerly 
Social and Community Planning 
Research), and since 2001 has 
been a Research Consultant to 
the National Centre’s Edinburgh 
office, known as the Scottish 
Centre for Social Research. As 
a result of this collaboration 
Curtice has been a co-editor of 
the National Centre’s annual 
British Social Attitudes reports 
since 1994 and co-director of 
the Scottish Social Attitudes 
surveys since their inauguration 
in 1999. In addition, between 
1983 and 1997 he co-directed 
the British General Election 
Study, the principal instrument 
for the survey based study of 
electoral behaviour in Britain.

Curtice is currently President 
of the British Polling Council, a 
body that maintains standards 
of disclosure by political polling organisations, vice-chair of the 
Economic and Social Data Service’s Advisory Committee and is a 
member of the editorial board of the Journal of Elections, Public 
Opinion and Parties, the Executive Committee of the British Politics 
Section of the American Political Science Association, and the Policy 
Advisory Committee of the Institute for Public Policy Research. 
He has previously been a Fellow at the Netherlands Institute for 
Advanced Study and a member of the steering committee of the 
Comparative Study of Electoral Systems Project.

Dr Robert Ford (@robfordmancs) is Senior Lecturer in Politics 
at the School of Social Sciences, The University of Manchester. 
Ford’s research mainly focuses on public opinion and electoral 

2015 Annual Conference Guest Speakers
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choice, in Britain and elsewhere. He is currently involved in projects 
examining the impact of diversity and austerity on support for 
the welfare state, looking at the political impact of anti-prejudice 
social norms and developing new experimental survey measures 
to improve understanding of attitudes towards immigrants and 
Muslims in Europe. His doctoral research focused on evolving 
British attitudes towards immigrants and ethnic minorities, and 
their political effects past and present. Ford regularly discusses his 
research with the media, he has written for the Guardian, the Times, 
the New Statesman and the Financial Times, among others, and 
regularly comments on politics on TV and radio. He is a member 

of the "Polling Observatory" team, providing regular analysis of 
public opinion trends in Britain, including a general election forecast 
model and is co-author (with Dr Matthew Goodwin) of "Revolt on 
the Right" which was named Political Book of the Year at the Paddy 
Power Political Book Awards 2014.

Specialist Group Speaker Competition 
The PSA Specialist Group Speakers Competition allows specialist 
groups to bid for funding to bring an overseas speaker to the 
conference. This year the following Specialist Groups were awarded 
funding:

Conservatives and 
Conservatism
Professor Robert Lehrman, 
American University 
Washington DC
Robert Lehrman is a professor 
of Communication at the 
American University in 
Washington DC. He is a 
speechwriter for a number of 
high profile American political 
figures such as Al Gore. 

Participatory and 
Deliberative Democracy
Professor John Gastil, Penn 
State University
John Gastil is Head and 
Professor of Communication 
Arts and Sciences and Political 
Science at Penn State. 
He specializes in political 
deliberation and group decision 
making. 

Comparative European 
Politics & Italian Politics
Professor Cas Mudde, 
University of Georgia
Cas Mudde is an associate 
professor in the Department 
of International Affairs at the 
University of Georgia (U.S.A.). 
He was the founding chair of the 
Department of Political Science 
at the University of Antwerp 
(Belgium) and the co-founder 
of the ECPR Standing Group on 
Extremism & Democracy and the 
Routledge Studies in Extremism & 
Democracy. His research agenda 
aims to address the question: how 
can liberal democracies defend 
themselves against political 
challenges without undermining 
their core values?

British Idealism
Dr Stamatoula Panagakou, 
University of Cyprus
Dr. Panagakou teaches in 
the Department of Social 
and Political Sciences at 
the University of Cyprus. 
Dr Panagakou is a leading 
British Idealism scholar and 
a founding member of the 
PSA British Idealism Specialist 
Group. Her research focuses on 
British Idealism, critical theory, 
feminist political philosophy, 
intellectual history, and Greek 
political thought.
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Recent appointments in the Department of Political Science and 
International Studies (POLSIS) at the University of Birmingham have 
strengthened coverage of European politics, international political 
economy and international relations.    

POLSIS was delighted to welcome five new members of staff this 
academic year: three in October (George Kyris, Julian Pänke and Lorenzo 
Cladi) and two in January (Nicole Scicluna and Sotirios Zartaloudis). 

Before coming to Birmingham, George had been a Research 
Fellow at the LSE, and taught at the Universities of Warwick and 
Manchester. His main research interests encompass the international 
relations of the EU, conflict resolution, unrecognised states , the 
Eurozone crisis, Europeanisation and euroscepticism, while his regional 
research focus is southeast Europe, especially Greece, Turkey and Cyprus. 

Julian also has strong interests in the European Union, particularly the 
European Neighbourhood Policy and joins the department as the new 
DAAD-Fachlektor and Lecturer in European Politics, having previously 

been based at the Institute for European Politics in Berlin. 
Although his research also examines the impact of the USA-EU 

relationship on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, like George and Julian, 
Lorenzo’s main research interests have a geographical concentration 
on European themes, but his focus is on the theoretical explanations of 
European security and defence policy. Lorenzo previously taught at the 
Universities of Bath, St. Bonaventure (in New York) and Loughborough 
where he completed his PhD in international relations. 

Sotirios’s research interests include Europeanization, public policy, 
international political economy and the impact of the financial crisis on 
Southern Europe. He has taught at the Universities of Loughborough 
and Manchester. 

Nicole held a postdoctoral fellowship in social sciences at Collegio 
Carlo Alberto in Turin in 2014. Her research focuses on the legal 
and political aspects of European integration, particularly the EU’s 
constitutional system and how it has been affected by the euro crisis. ■

Birmingham welcomes new members of staff

Do cyberweapons imperil 
national and economic security? 
Can “data embassies” ensure 
the continuity of government 
under conditions of military 
occupation? Does e-voting 
strengthen or erode baseline 
trust in the democratic electoral 
process? 

The answers to these questions 
are not clear. We are still at the 

early stages of the cyber revolution. One thing however is becoming 
certain: cyber phenomena challenges prevailing models of governance 
and security. Innovations in the use of information technology have 
drastically reduced the distance between the state and citizen, enabled 
new modes of political organisation, and multiplied channels of social 
interaction within and between nations. Some of these changes 

contribute to the cohesion of states and the system of states. Others 
disturb familiar political and social orders. 

The new Cyber Studies Programme, at the University of Oxford 
Department of Politics and International Relations (DPIR) explores 
these forces of change. Affiliated research staff will create a new body 
of knowledge that clarifies how the expansion of cyberspace into 
essential functions of government and society affects core aspects of 
political science thinking such as: processes of democratic transition 
and consolidation; the requirements of domestic and international 
political order; and logics of interstate cooperation and conflict. 

The Programme’s creation was made possible by a grant from 
the European Social Fund and the Estonian Government. ‘Estonia 
is centrally relevant to our themes and aims,’ explains Lucas Kello, 
Senior Lecturer in International Relations and Programme Director. ‘It 
is in many respects a “frontiersman” of the current cyber revolution, 
which makes it all the more interesting to be able to work closely with 
officials in Tallinn on issues of cyber defence and e-government.’ ■

Cyber Studies Programme to explore 
forces of change at Oxford

Lucas Kello
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Latest news from the 
International Relations 
Department at LSE
Alexander Stubb, who has a PhD from the Department of 
International Relations at LSE, has become the new leader of the 
centre-right National Coalition Party, and now the new Finnish Prime 
Minister.  His supervisor, Sir William Wallace, has written a few words 
about Alexander for the IR blog at wp.me/p2Slxn-h4 

Pippa Malmgren, who received an MSc International Relations 1986 
and a PhD in 1991 from the IR Department has served as financial 
market advisor to the President in the White House and on the 
National Economic Council from 2001-2002. She was a member of the 
President’s Working Group on Financial Markets and the Working Group 
on Corporate Governance. She dealt with Enron, Sarbanes Oxley as 
well the Anti-Money Laundering provisions of the Patriot Act and had 
responsibility for terrorism risks to the economy on the NEC after 9/11. 

A collection of Professor Fred Halliday's papers are now available to 
view via the LSE Archives.  The collection consists of over 350 files of 
personal effects, correspondence, memoirs, draft texts, travel-notes and 
work documents, all available for researchers to consult.  The collection 
should appeal to students of the history and politics of the Middle 
East and those with an interest in the more theoretical issues dealt 
with in the discipline.  A bibliography listing all of Halliday's academic 
works, both published and unpublished, has also been created. Further 
information at blogs.lse.ac.uk/library/2013/03/01/fred-halliday-
papers-are-now-available-to-view/ ■

Alexander Stubb Fred Halliday Pippa Malmgren

Michael Meacher MP 
gives public lecture 
at Loughborough 
University
Nearly 150 staff, students 
and members of the local 
community turned out on 
the evening of 12 February 
to hear the Rt. Hon. Michael 
Meacher MP outline his critique 
of austerity and present his 
impassioned arguments in 
favour of alternative economic 
and social policies. The public 
lecture was organised by 
the Department of Politics, History & International Relations at 
Loughborough. Future speakers will include the environmentalist 
Jonathon Porritt (already a Visiting Professor at Loughborough) 
and Anas El Gomati, director of the Sadeq Institute (http://www.
sadeqinstitute.org/) and a Loughborough Politics alumnus. For 
further information and videos of the talks, visit http://www.lboro.
ac.uk/departments/phir/news-events/cpgclectureseries/ ■

The University of Stirling’s Division of History and Politics welcomes two 
new lecturers. Matias Margulis joins as Lecturer in Political Economy. His 
interests are in international political economy, with a focus on the WTO 
and UN system, international trade, food security and human rights. 
He has a professional background in policymaking, having worked for 
provincial and federal governments in Canada and consulted for the UN. 
This experience has allowed him to set the agenda on future research, 
combining theory and practice to consider newly emerging issues – such 
as in his new co-edited book (with Nora McKeon & Saturnino M. Borras 
Jr.) Land Grabbing and Global Governance (Routledge, 2014). Tim Peace 
joins as Lecturer in Comparative European Politics. His interests are in 
politics  and  religion  in  Europe,  with  a  particular  focus  on  political  
participation  amongst religious and ethnic minorities. He has published 

on political parties of the extreme right and radical left and his expertise 
in British, French, and Italian politics and culture allows him to make 
unusually detailed, meaningful comparisons of political practices. His 
forthcoming book is entitled European Social Movements and Muslim 
Activism: Another world but with whom? (Palgrave, 2015). ■

New appointments at the University of Stirling

Matias Margulis Tim Peace
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Dr Matthew Goodwin, together with Dr Rob Ford from the 
University of Manchester, has won the prestigious Political 
Book of the Year award in the Paddy Power Political Book 
Awards 2015. Revolt on the Right: Explaining Support for the 
Radical Right in Britain was praised as ‘ground-breaking’ and 
‘an essential and enjoyable read’ by the judges.

The School of Politics & International Relations at the 
University of Nottingham has been awarded Q-Step Affiliate 
status in recognition of their high level of commitment to 
the aims of Q-Step, a £19.5 million programme designed to 
promote a stepchange in quantitative social science in the UK. 
The Q-Step Programme was developed as a strategic response 
to the shortage of quantitatively skilled social science graduates 
and is funded by the Nuffield Foundation, ESRC and HEFCE.

Dr Andrew Mumford will be convening a two-day conference 
at the British Academy on 18-19 June focussing on ‘How 
Terrorists Learn’. Bringing together terrorism scholars and 
counter-terrorism practitioners, it culminates with a keynote 
address from the former National Security Advisor to the Prime 
Minister, Sir David Omand. ■

Matthew Goodwin

News from the School of Politics 
and International Relations, 
University of Nottingham

Scotland’s First 
Minister at 
UCL Political 
Science
Nicola Sturgeon, Scotland’s First Minister, gave a speech on 
Austerity for UCL School of Public Policy and The Constitution 
Unit on the 11th of February 2015. The title of the event was 
‘Austerity, inequality and the Scottish approach to economic 
growth' and you can watch it live here: https://vimeo.
com/119429986 ■

Andrew Mumford
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After officially launching in September last year, the Specialist Group 
on Corruption and Political Misconduct (CPM) – together with the 
Sussex Centre for the Study of Corruption (SCSC) – co-hosted a 
graduate conference on corruption and anti-corruption in January.

The two-day event in Brighton brought together over 35 graduate 
research students and early-career researchers working on corruption 
and related topics. Conference organisers Liljana Cvetanoska and Elena 
Gorianova – both PhD students at the University of Sussex – put together 
a programme that featured presenters from both UK and overseas 
universities who approached the topic of corruption from a variety of 
disciplines, including political science, law, business, and economics. 
Keynote speaker Mark Philp (University of Warwick) concluded the first day 
with a talk on “The place of motives in corruption”.

CPM Co-convenor Olli Hellmann (University of Sussex) said: 
“Researching corruption and informal processes comes with particular 
methodological and analytical challenges. Moreover, the study of 
corruption is a relatively young field and there are no textbooks providing 
ready-made solutions to these challenges. It’s therefore important to 
create a forum where researchers – graduate students in particular – can 
exchange ideas and network with peers. Liljana and Elena prepared the 
ground for what will hopefully become a permanent platform for debate 
among research students in the field of corruption.”

The CPM Specialist Group has further events planned for 2015: The 
Group will host two panels at the PSA Annual Conference in Sheffield 
and hold its first Group conference in late August. More details can be 
found online: http://bit.ly/1Bubd0P. ■

Corruption and Political Misconduct 
(CPM) Specialist Group host Graduate 
Conference in Brighton

2015 Global Political Marketing and Management Conference, 
Wellington, New Zealand, 5-7 June 2015

Co-organised by New Zealand academics Associate Professor 
Dan Laufer, Dr Jayne Krisjanous and Dr James E. Richard at Victoria 
University of Wellington and Associate Professor Jennifer Lees-
Marshment from Auckland University, the 2015 Global Political 
Marketing and Management Conference offers a unique opportunity to 
discuss and explore the research and practice of marketing in politics.

A special issue of a journal will be drawn from conference papers and 
details of a new book series in Political Marketing and Management 
will be circulated. The conference will offer high level practitioners and 
politicians as well as academics; superior networking opportunities 
due to the strong academic-practitioner interaction, informal and 
welcoming  social activities based around kiwi culture including a tour 
of the New Zealand parliament, a reception at the Museum of City 
and Sea and a Conference dinner at The Backbencher which is the site 
of a now-famous NZ politics show. For further details please see the 
conference website http://www.victoria.ac.nz/smib/research/global-
political-marketing-and-management-conference-2015 ■

Political Marketing Specialist Group head for 
New Zealand

(L-R): Nan Zhang (European University Institute), Liljana Cvetanoska (University of Sussex), 
Vladimira Dvorakova (University of Economics, Prague), Petr Vymetal (University of 
Economics, Prague), Eliska Drapalova (European University Institute), Juan Alejandro Garcia 
Godinez (University of Sussex). 
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The PSA has a network of over fifty specialist groups, providing a 
research focus for all members; and covering all fields of political 
science that are dedicated to the promotion of quality research 
within the profession.  The PSA's Annual Specialist Group Convenors’ 
Conference took place on 4th December 2014 at University College 
London.

The conference included key sessions for convenors and officers 
on financial arrangements for 2015, online communications and two 
demonstrations of best practice. Attendees then finished the conference 

in a roundtable style discussion, led by PSA Chair Prof. Matt Flinders, 
discussing what was working well within their own group, planning 
future events and highlighting areas for the PSA Head Office to develop 
to ensure the continued success of the PSA's 52 Specialist Groups. 

Some photos from the event can be found on the PSA's Flickr at 
http://goo.gl/WeHUuB

Many of the key sessions were also filmed and can be watched 
on the PSA’s YouTube Channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/
polstudiesassoc1 ■

Sport and Politics 
mix in Durham
The 9th Sport and Politics Group Annual Conference was held at 
Durham University on 8-9 January 2015. The conference theme 
‘Sport, politics and social policy' attracted nearly 100 delegates, 
including visitors from Israel, France, Germany, Poland, Switzerland 
and Australia. Presentations were given on a diverse range of 
themes, including: sport policy and social justice, sport and 
international development, football-related disorder and sport-
based social movements and the politics of resistance. Keynote 
talks were given by the Rt. Hon. Sir Hugh Robertson MP, former 
Minister for Sport and the Olympics, who provided some candid 
insights into the Coalition Government's approach to sport and 
the challenges it faced in delivering the London Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. Prof Barrie Houlihan (Loughborough University) 
gave a keynote talk on the changing landscape of sport policy in 
England. This was an impassioned appeal for political and social 
scientists of sport to develop analyses that combine macro- and 
meso-theoretical approaches in order to take into account how 
sport policy responds to and interacts with other policy areas. 

Specialist Groups’ Conference 2014

Twenty postgraduate students presented at the conference and 
the inaugural postgraduate prize for best conference presentation 
was won by Dennis Pauschinger (University of Kent/University 
of Hamburg) who gave a presentation on 'Security at the 2014 
World Cup - A look from the inside'. His presentation was judged 
to be a lucid analysis of sports mega events as security spectacles. 
The postgraduate prize was kindly funded by Taylor & Francis. The 
group convenors would like to thank Dr Iain Lindsey, Dr Emma 
Poulton and Dr Stacey Pope for their splendid organisation. Plans 
are now underway for the 10th Annual Conference at Bournemouth 
University in spring 2016. ■
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There was much lively political debate on 13th February 2015, 
when national and local politicians, academics, democratic reform 
activists, and representatives from the business community came 
together to discuss ‘Decentralisation and the Future of Yorkshire’ 
at the University of Huddersfield. The event was co-sponsored by 
the University’s Centre for Research in the Social Sciences (CRISS) 
and the Political Studies Association (PSA). It was organised by 
a team affiliated to the Britishness Specialist Group: Dr Arianna 
Giovannini, Dr Andrew Mycock, Dr Catherine McGlynn and Dr 
Shaun McDaid. 

Over 70 delegates and representatives from the media heard 
a keynote address given by the Director of the Institute of Public 
Policy Research North, Ed Cox, who analysed recent developments 
concerning regional devolution in England and scoped potential 
future challenges and opportunities. 

The event also featured a panel of MPs from the All Party 
Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire 
– Jason McCartney, Barry Sheerman, and Andrew Percy –chaired by 
BBC Yorkshire’s political editor, Len Tingle. The MPs discussed their 
recently launched manifesto Devolution for Prosperity. 

Academic research exploring devolution across the UK regions and 
in comparative perspective was aired at the symposium, featuring 
recent work by Dr Pete Woodcock and Dr Arianna Giovannini 
(Huddersfield), and papers from Drs Joanie Willett (Exeter) and John 
Ault (Bristol), and Dr Eve Hepburn (Edinburgh). 

The symposium concluded with a roundtable, chaired by Dr 
Andrew Mycock, featuring representatives from the Centre for Cities, 
Unlock Democracy, and new regionalist party, Yorkshire First. Plans 
are underway to follow up the symposium with further events and 
outputs aimed at both academic and non-academic audiences. ■

The Marxism Specialist Group are planning either an edited volume or a special edition 
of our refereed annual journal, Studies in Marxism on the work of Norman Geras. If you 
would like to put forward a possible article or book chapter, it would be most welcome.

They are also working up to the 150th anniversary of the publication of Capital, Volume 1. 
Their sessions at the Manchester Workshops on Political Theory will mainly be on this theme, and, 
again, they would anticipate either a special edition of Studies in Marxism or an edited volume.

If you would be interested in contributing to either of these, please contact Mark Cowling: 
CMCowlingUK@Gmail.com ■

(L-R) Catherine McGlynn; Andrew Mycock; Arianna Giovannini; Pete Woodcock; Shaun McDaid (all Huddersfield); John Ault (Bristol); Eve Hepburn (Edinburgh); Joanie Willett (Exeter).

The future of Yorkshire discussed at 
PSA Symposium in Huddersfield

Two projects on the horizon for 
the Marxism Specialist Group
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Special Issue - April 2015
This April sees the publication of the third Special Online Issue in 
Political Studies. The issue brings together a set of thematically-
related papers which we are able to make available to our readers 
more quickly than would otherwise be possible, giving completely 
free access for 12 months.  All of these papers have been subject to 
just the same processes of refereeing, editorial oversight, proof-
reading and publisher's preparation as any other papers published 
with the journal's imprimatur.  They are just being made more 
freely available and brought together around a specific theme.

Governance, Trust and Democracy
The theme of the special online issue is ‘Governance, Trust and 
Democracy’. In the first paper, ‘From Government to Governance’, 
Matthias Lievens discusses the nature of governance itself.  The 
next three papers - ‘Democratic Discontent in Old and New 
Democracies’ by Stefan Dahlberg, Jonas Linde and Sören Holmberg;  
‘Democratic Meta-Deliberation by Claudia Landwehr; and ‘Political 
Institutions and the Distributional Consequences of Suffrage 
Extension’ by Tarik Abou-Chadi and Matthias Orlowski - all look at 
the working out of democratic institutions and practices.

Taking the dynamics of trust as their focus, Ben Seyd asks ‘How 
Do Citizens Evaluate Public Officials?’, while Ernan Cui, Ran Tao, 
Travis J. Warner and Dali L. Yang consider ‘How Do Land Takings 
Affect Political Trust in Rural China?’. Marlène Gerber examines 
democratic inclusiveness in a European context in her paper ‘Equal 
Partners in Dialogue? Participation Equality in a Transnational 
Deliberative Poll (Europolis)’; and Henar Criado, Francisco Herreros, 
Luis Miller and Paloma Ubeda put the spotlight on ‘Ethnicity and 
Trust’. 

Finally, Alexander Libman and Anastassia Obydenkova’s paper 

Marlène GerberMatthias Lievens

News from 
Political Studies

on ‘CPSU Legacies and Regional Democracy in Contemporary 
Russia’ assesses the impact of the Communist legacy on regional 
government in Russia. 

Free online access
Taken together, these papers represent a fascinating cross-section 
of contemporary work on questions of governance, trust and 
democracy.

Furthermore, in order to encourage as many people as possible to 
engage in the debates featured in the special issue, each of these 
ten papers can be freely accessed via the Political Studies pages in 
the Wiley Online Library for a period of twelve months. ■
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By Chris Pierson, Cees van der Eijk and Mark Wenman, 
Editors of Political Studies, University of Nottingham

Political Studies makes an award of the Harrison Prize for the best 
article published in the journal each year. The Harrison Prize is 
named in honour of Wilfrid Harrison, who was Chair of Association 
from 1963 - 1964 and the first editor of Political Studies.

The Editors are delighted to announce that the Harrison Prize 
for 2014 is awarded to Stephen Bell of Queensland University and 
Hui Feng of Griffith University for their paper ‘How Proximate 
and “Meta-institutional” Contexts Shape Institutional Change: 
Explaining the Rise of the People’s Bank of China’, which was 
published in Political Studies, volume 62, issue 1 (March 2014).

The Judges for the Harrison Prize this year were Jan W. van 
Deth (University of Mannheim), Andrew Hindmoor (University 
of Sheffield), Lois McNay (University of Oxford) and Linda Weiss 
(University of Sydney). We would like to thank them for their 
generous support in reading all the articles in the volume and 
selecting this year’s winner. 

Citation
Stephen Bell and Hui Feng’s paper uses historical institutionalist 
(HI) theory to explain institutional change. The case is the rising 
authority of the People's Bank of China (PBC) amidst the steep 
hierarchy of the Chinese party state. HI theory needs to expand the 
scope of relevant contexts that constrain and enable the behaviour 

Stephen Bell Hui Feng

Political Studies 
Harrison Prize 
2014

of institutionally-situated agents. In this paper, the authors show 
that the proximate institutional context of the PBC was indeed 
important, but they cast the net more broadly to argue that wider 
ideational, policy and power contexts also empowered agents 
within the PBC and saw their authority increase over time.

The panel commended the paper for the originality of its 
argument, its depth of research, and its significant contribution 
to advancing institutional theory. Bell and Feng present a very 
convincing analysis of the rise of the Bank that applies a strong 
and original theoretical framework, drawing upon and integrating 
the complexities of its larger political environment. ■

PSA News V26 No1.indd   18 13/03/2015   14:13



19

psa.ac.uk  

PSA Election Media Briefings 
London 
24 March – 16 April 2015

Following on from the success of these briefings in previous years, the 
PSA will once again be holding a series of events for the media in the 
run-up to the election. Speakers include John Curtice, Rob Ford, Jane 
Green and more.

Political Theory and Impact Roundtable 
Committee Room 2, Houses of Parliament 
25 March 2015, 15:30pm 

This roundtable explores the relation between political theory and its 
impact. The first aim is to consider the distinct challenges that the 
‘impact agenda’ in higher education poses for political theorists and 
how these might be addressed. A second aim is to examine the impact 
of political theory in a wider sense: What is the value of political 
theory - and what would be lost without it? Should political theory be 
relevant and, if so, how? The roundtable will take a Question Time-
like format and will be expected to consider a diversity of different 
approaches drawn from academia and public policy to these issues for 
a wide-ranging discussion about current and future challenges facing 
political theory. The Political Studies Association-funded event is free 
and open to the public, but attendance must be registered in advance 
for security purposes. 

http://www.psa.ac.uk/events/political-theory-and-impact-roundtable

Shaping the Labour Party 
Bangor University, Bangor, Wales 
23 March – 24 March 2015

This Conference will explore the themes and influences that have shaped 
the Party’s direction since its inception and will focus not only on the 
parliamentary party, but also the wider party, labour movements and 
other groups and individuals that have influenced development of party 
policy and direction, both in government and opposition.

http://www.psa.ac.uk/events/shaping-labour-party

Launch of PSA Total Exposure 
Vincent Harris Room, Sheffield City Hall 
1 April 2015 – 12:30pm – 13:30pm

Are you the author of a groundbreaking study that our wider society 
needs to know about? Struggling to get your research read by people 
outside of academia? Do you feel that your research would be better 
explained visually or aurally instead of words on a page?

Total Exposure is a new initiative by the Political Studies Association 
designed to bring international broadcasters and the very best political 
scientists together in order to create TV and radio programmes that 
showcase the discipline and which therefore underline exactly why the 
study of politics matters.

It will be launched by PSA Chair, Professor Matthew Flinders at this 
lunchtime session at our 2015 Annual Conference in Sheffield. 

http://www.psa.ac.uk/totalexposure 

Coalition or Minority Government in May? – 
University College London 
15 April 2015 – 14:00pm

Robert Hazell and Peter Riddell have been briefing the broadcasters 
on the process of government formation in the event of a hung 
Parliament. This seminar is based on that briefing, in which they 
explain:

• How the negotiations will be conducted between the parties
• The role of the Queen, and the Civil Service
• How 2015 will differ from 2010
• How long the talks will take
• Who governs in the meantime
• The different types of government which might emerge
• The chances of a second election.

http://www.psa.ac.uk/events/coalition-or-minority-government-may 

Visit http://www.psa.ac.uk/events for more

Upcoming Events
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The Speaker’s Commission on Digital Democracy (DDC) published 
its report ‘Open Up’ on the 26th of January 2015. The report 
recommends how Parliament can use digital technology to help it to 
be more transparent, inclusive, and better able to engage the public 
with democracy.

We are pleased to report that the PSA’s Parliaments and Legislatures 
Specialist Group’s Parliament Week event, “Hardcopy or #Hashtag” 
and accompanying booklet are specifically referred to as evidence in a 
couple of sections of the document. The specific sections are 6. Reaching 
out to under-represented groups and 11. A fully digital parliament. The 
report can be downloaded from http://www.parliament.uk/business/
commons/the-speaker/speakers-commission-on-digital-democracy/ 

Cristina Leston-Bandeira, a co-convenor of our Parliaments and 
Legislatures Specialist Group and member of the Digital Democracy 
Commission, reflects on her time as a Commissioner:

The launch of the report of the Speaker’s Digital Democracy 
Commission (DDC) marks the end of an extraordinarily interesting year 
for us Commissioners. The DDC was established by the Speaker of the 
House of Commons to explore the potential of digital technology to 
support a modern and inclusive parliamentary democracy. Throughout 

the year we have collated evidence, listened to people and organised 
workshops across the whole of the country from all walks of life, as well 
as internationally. To hear what people think (or more likely not think) of 
parliament in so many contexts has been a true privilege. From this, the 
main thing I retain is that for most of us Parliament is indistinguishable 
from Government; most people assume parliament is government.

Another very clear key message throughout our activities and 
evidence is that digital is not a solution and, much less so, a panacea. 
Digital doesn’t fix processes or perceptions. And the report reflects this. 
Digital can in fact reinforce problems, rather than addressing them. 
For digital to be meaningful, effectively opening up parliament further 
and helping to make it more efficient, it needs to be accompanied by 
a re-think of processes. It also needs to take context into account and 
link the aims of different initiatives, rather than lead to the development 
of disconnected activities. But on the other hand, the power and usage 
of digital tools can’t be ignored either. This realisation is one reason 
why the report is not simply about digital, but importantly about how 
digital tools can be harnessed to promote a more inclusive and effective 
practice.

The report addresses many areas, but overall it is simply about opening 
up the House of Commons further, in all areas of parliamentary work. 

Reflections on the Speaker’s Digital 
Democracy Commission Report
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From opening up parts of the legislative process to the public, to developing 
engagement initiatives further, to utilising digital tools to help explain 
parliament more effectively, or simply about supporting MPs to make the 
most of digital tools to enhance their parliamentary work.

The areas I’m most proud of in the report are those dealing with public 
engagement and education - which in fact runs across several of the 
report’s sections. The House of Commons has already been experimenting 
with issue based (rather than parliamentary process based) digital 
engagement. The report recognises this and recommends that these are 
developed further, identifying great potential for instance in the way the 
public can engage with select committee work on issues that matter to 
them. The report also recognises that not everyone feels the urge to engage 
and participate – and that this is not necessarily an issue. What matters is 
that the public understands broadly what parliament does, and about how 
to become more involved should they need to.

It has been a true privilege to be part of the Speaker’s Digital Democracy 
Commission. Hopefully this is not the end of a process, with discussions 
to follow the report. No doubt much criticism and scepticism will follow 
regarding some of its recommendations, but hopefully also much discussion 
and ways forward. So, go on, do have a browse of the report, beyond its five 
key recommendations and let the DDC know what you think.

Cristina Leston-Bandeira is Professor of Parliament at the University of 
Hull. She is a member of the Speaker’s Digital Democracy Commission 
and Co-Convenor of the Parliaments and Legislatures Specialist Group. 
She tweets @estrangeirada.

The views expressed in this article are those of the author and not the 
views of the Digital Democracy Commission.

Image: Parliamentary copyright images are reproduced here with the 
permission of Parliament. ■

A team centred on the School of Politics, Philosophy and 
International Studies at the University of Hull has received ESRC 
funding (£198,150) for a two year project entitled The Common 
Good: Ethics and Rights in Cyber Security (ERCS).

The team members are: Professor James Connelly, PI (PPIS, Hull), Mr. 
Gianluca Andresani (Business School, Hull), Dr Athina Karatzogianni 
(Media and Communication, University of Leicester), Dr David Lonsdale 
(PPIS, Hull) and Dr Simon Willmetts (American Studies, Hull).

The project seeks to understand where the balance lies between 
security and ethics in digital governance. If the recent controversies of 
U.S governmental surveillance and implicated technology companies 
demonstrated anything, it is the need for proportionate, just and 
effective cyber security in digital governance that is committed to the 
common good. This research project takes a multidisciplinary approach, 
bringing together experts in the fields of social science, security 
studies, intelligence studies, cultural studies, political philosophy, and 
public policy and institutional ethics. With an arrange of disciplines 
represented, the project is ideally placed to provide a balanced analysis 
of the subject, ensuring that governance, security, and rights and ethics 
are all taken account of.

Contact: ercs@hull.ac.uk ■

The Common Good: Ethics and Rights in  
Cyber Security (ERCS)
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The ESRC have announced a new Postgraduate Training Strategy 
aiming to deliver excellence in postgraduate training by building on the 
considerable strengths that exist across the social science community. 

The ESRC intend to reserve 10 per cent of their training budget to 
provide flexibility over the five-year funding period. This will enable them 
to work collaboratively with other Research Councils and partners to be 
more responsive to new or emerging research issues or urgent skills gaps. 
There is a planned introduction of up to five Centres for Doctoral Training 
(CDTs) while they also plan to enhance the capacity building dimension 
of Centres and Large Grants by increasing the number of studentships 
they can apply for. 

The call for DTPs and two CDTs (the CDT priority areas will be 
announced in May 2015) will be released in September 2015. The 
decisions will be made in September 2016 and the first cohort of 
students will start in September 2017.

This strategy follows a wide ranging consultation with stakeholders 
through the Doctoral Training Centre (DTC) Network Evaluation and 
ESRC’s Strategic Consultation, and uses findings from the Demographic 
Review 2015, ESRC Management Information and other research council 
approaches. 

ESRC CEO Jane Elliott has said that the Council are keen to build 
on the success of their Doctoral Training Centre (DTC) network and so 
the majority of their investment in postgraduate training will continue 
through this mechanism, although due to RCUK harmonisation of terms 
these Centres will be referred to as Doctoral Training Partnerships (DTPs). 

For more information, visit http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-
guidance/postgraduates/dtc/dtc-policy/postgraduate-training-strategy.
aspx ■

ESRC announce Postgraduate 
Training Strategy

In November and December 2014, Dr Nieves Zúñiga spent seven 
weeks in Bolivia doing fieldwork for the project ANTICORRP 
(anticorrp.eu), funded by the EU under the FP7 Programme. Having 
the objective of identifying what aspects make an anti-corruption 
policy succeed or fail, Nieves conducted interviews with the Bolivian 
Minister of Transparency and Fight against Corruption, and other 
public officials, in La Paz, Sucre and Santa Cruz

Dr Pauline Eadie, along with Dr May Tan-Mullins at Nottingham’s 
China campus in Ningbo, have been awarded a £342,000 grant from 
the ESRC under the ESRC-DFID Poverty Alleviation Programme. The 
research will be on ‘Poverty Alleviation in the Wake of Typhoon Yolanda’, 
and will be carried out in partnership with the University of the 
Philippines Diliman. 

Dr Rory Cormac has been awarded an AHRC Early Career Fellowship 
under the Future Leaders scheme. The Fellowship will run for 18 
months from 1st July and is entitled ‘Most Unusual Measures: British 
Approaches to Covert Activity, 1945-68’. The total value of the award is 
£170,000. ■

Major grants for Nottingham researchers

Pauline Eadie Rory Cormac

Nieves Zúñiga
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By Lord Trevor Smith

Tony Birch was one of the most productive and innovative British 
political scientists over the past sixty years. Although widely read 
and respected, he never quite received the recognition he merited. 
Invariably his publications were pioneering; he was a true lateral 
thinker.

His first book, Federalism, Finance and Social Legislation (1955) was 
based on his doctoral thesis and covered issues previously the preserve 
of economists. Small-Town Politics (1959) introduced a behavioural 
dimension to the study of local politics which prompted a number of 
authors to emulate him in what became something of a paradigm shift 
that is still influential in the approach to the subject of local government 
and community politics. Of even greater importance was Representative 
and Responsible Government (1964) which blended both the theory 
and practice of UK governance in a novel and lucid interpretation. 
That was followed by The British System of Government (1967) which 
became a standard textbook which ran to ten editions. His interests in 
both federalism and localism led him to write Political Integration and 
Disintegration in the British Isles (1977) much of which has retained its 
relevance today. Concepts and theories of Democracy (1993) confirmed 
him as one of the major contemporary political theorists.

He was born and grew up in north London as an only and rather 
sickly child. He attended the prestigious grammar school, William Ellis, 
in Gospel Oak. He always complained of being severely bullied at school 
which had an enduring effect on him and influenced his brilliant and 
sympathetic analysis of Albert Hirschman’s Exit, Voice and Loyalty in the 
BJPS. 

After school he went up to University College, Nottingham and read 
for the London External BSc (Econ), graduating with First Class honours 
in 1945. Ill health prevented him from being conscripted during and after 
the Second World War and he joined the Board of Trade as an Assistant 
Principal where he stayed for two years during which time he enrolled for 
a PhD under Harold Laski at the LSE. 

He was appointed an Assistant Lecturer in Government in the 
Economics Department at Manchester University where he was soon 
to be joined by W.J.M Mackenzie as the first Professor and Head of the 
newly created Department of Government. Birch, along with many 
others, greatly benefitted from the tutelage of Mackenzie, and almost all 
of them went to professorships in the political science departments that 
later burgeoned in the expanding provincial universities. At that time in 
the 1950s, Manchester was a leading centre for the social sciences that 
included economics, social administration, philosophy, anthropology and 
sociology. Among the academic staff there was a good deal of inter-
disciplinary interaction of a kind rarely seen before or since. This again 
influenced Birch’s own career development. 

During 1951-52 he was a Harkness Fellow at both Harvard and 
Chicago Universities. While there he met his future wife Dorothy. 
Returning to Manchester he gained promotion and then went on to 
become the foundation Professor of Political Studies at Hull in 1961. He 
joined W H Greenleaf and Robert Dowse who had taught politics within 
the Economics Department. He never quite got on with either, nor they 
with him.

In the subsequent appointments 
he made he laid the basis of one 
of the most successful politics 
departments in the UK. Almost 
all of the appointees became 
professors, including Bob Benewick, 
Bob Berki, David Coombes, Howard 
Elcock, Dennis Kavanagh, Stephen 
Kirby, Stephen Ingle, Michael Leifer, 
Jeremy Noakes, Bhikhu Parekh, 
Paul Taylor and, I must declare an 
interest, myself – indeed, I was the 
first appointment he made at Hull. 
Like his mentor at Manchester, 
Bill Mackenzie, he was an adroit 
selector of talent. 

On the downside, he was a 
bad manager. He was rather 
authoritarian and secretive, so 
much so that we had to read his secretary’s shorthand notes to discover 
what he was up to. Continuing bouts of illness, especially with the onset 
of winter meant many absences. When I inquired about these, Greenleaf 
contemptuously dismissed the reason as “hyponchondriacal melancholia” 
and, indeed, there was more than an element of truth about that. He only 
completed one year of a three year appointment as Faculty Dean.

In 1970 he moved to the chair at Exeter University which he had 
previously described as “a country club masquerading as a university”. To 
the chagrin of both, Bob Dowse had preceded him there. Nevertheless, 
Birch’s appointments were again very successful and the department of 
politics at Exeter has moved from strength to strength since then.

In 1977 the University of Victoria tempted him to a chair. He remained 
in post until retirement in 1989 and stayed on in Vancouver until his 
death.

He was active in the political science profession both nationally and 
internationally. He served as chair of the PSA (1972-75) but was ousted 
in a well-planned coup led by Jack Hayward and Jim Sharpe. This was 
justified as the PSA was stagnating as a learned society of which Birch 
seemed unaware. He was also Vice-President of IPSA (1973-76). He was 
a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, but Hull should have recognised 
him with an Honorary Doctorate and should have been elected as a 
Fellow by the British Academy in recognition of his academic standing. 
However, the PSA awarded him its most prestigious award, the Sir Isaiah 
Berlin Prize in 2002.

His pastimes included greyhound racing when a civil servant, and 
sailing and card games. 

Dorothy preceded him as did their adopted son Peter. He is survived 
by their adopted daughter, Tanya, two grandsons and two great 
grandchildren.  

Professor Anthony H Birch, former Chair of the PSA, born 7th of 
February 1924, died 12th of December 2014. Further tributes 
to Professor Birch from colleagues Wyn Grant, Robert Benewick, 
and Bhikhu Parekh can be read on the PSA website. ■

Obituary: Professor Anthony H Birch 
1924-2014
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On the afternoon of Friday 30th January, 2015, the PSA convened a 
meeting of Government and Politics A-level teachers in London with 
representatives from all the main awarding bodies to discuss A-level 
reform. 

Education Managers from Edexcel, OCR and AQA all outlined their 
commitment to continue to offer Government and Politics at A-level. 
The awarding bodies will now draft a rationale for reforming the subject, 
which has to be approved by OFQUAL for first teaching from 2017. If 
approved, they will begin redrafting a new course specification to meet 
the Government’s A-level reform demands.

The Political Studies Association welcomes the commitment outlined 
by key awarding bodies to continue to offer Government and Politics at 
A-level and to further enhance the appeal of the subject. It is a valued 
and important element of sixth form study and we are very keen to help 
facilitate dialogue and engagement to ensure progress is being made for 
new course content. 

A video clip of the presentations made by the awarding bodies can be 
viewed online via the PSA’s YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.
com/user/polstudiesassoc1/ ■

The School of Politics and International Studies at the University of 
Leeds have launched a MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) on the 
2015 General Election, designed with an AS-level Politics audience in 
mind. Led by Professor Jocelyn Evans and Dr Victoria Honeyman, the 
MOOC is one of a number of such online courses in the University 
developed by the University’s Digital Learning team and hosted 
by FutureLearn, the digital education provider. Designed both as 
a resource for students and teachers to use in the lead-up to the 
election, and as a revision tool for the exams later in the year, the 
course follows the main curriculum on the British state, democracy 
and elections, and across three weeks focuses on each of these 
through the lens of the campaign and election. 

Each week contains a revision video, an in-depth documentary-
style piece on a key question raised by the educator, and a set of 
interactive modules on, for example, the electoral map of the UK, 
campaign posters and predicting the outcome. In the final week, 
specific attention is given to opinion polls and election forecasting 
– not standard fare for most AS-level students, but an increasingly 

prominent part of the lead-up to elections, and as such something 
which bears some explanation, and some caveats on interpretation. 
As well as the British Politics team at Leeds, the MOOC also features 
contributions from a number of well-known election specialists, 
journalists and pollsters. 

This year’s election looks particularly promising for running a 
MOOC. The closeness of the race, the significance of ‘minor’ parties 
such as UKIP, the SNP and increasingly the Greens, and the different 
competitive arrays across the country all make this an election which 
should bring to life the analysis of British democracy in practice. 
Maybe unsurprisingly, though, in a pre-MOOC questionnaire which 
participating students have already completed, the over-riding sense 
about British politics is of a system which is, if not broken, then failing. 
How this election and campaign bears out negative sentiments such as 
these, or conversely re-engages tomorrow’s voters, will be a key part of 
the live Q&A discussions closing each week’s activities.

Whilst the intended audience is AS-level students, anyone is free to 
join. Sign-up is via the FutureLearn website (www.futurelearn.com). ■

Future Looks Good For 
Politics A-Level

POLIS at Leeds launch Election MOOC 
for AS-Level Politics students
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