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THE 70TH PSA ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

The PSA at 70: Re-imagining Politics 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Where and when? The PSA Conference will take place from Monday 6 April – 8th April in 

Edinburgh. The main venue is the Edinburgh International Conference Centre (EICC) with panel 

sessions also taking place at the Sheraton Grand Hotel & Spa. A pre-conference event for the 

public is planned on the afternoon of Sunday 5th April and further details will be available 

shortly. The Annual Conference Dinner will take place on the Tuesday 7th April at The Hub 

Edinburgh.  

 

2. What is the conference theme? The conference is an opportunity to present the latest 

scholarship from across the disciplinary and methodological traditions whilst also exploring the 

2020 theme, ‘The PSA at 70: Re-imagining Politics': 

As the PSA turns 70, politics faces multiple uncertainties. The international liberal order is being 
challenged by new security threats and domestic nationalist resurgences. Established party 
systems are disintegrating as trust in representative democracy diminishes. Confronted with a 
climate emergency, traditional policies of growth and consumption are under increased scrutiny.  

Against this backdrop of change, falling back on well-tested theories and practices seems less 
and less productive. Radical and accelerating transformations call for new ways of 
understanding, explaining and intervening in the political world. 

PSA’s 70th anniversary provides us with a double opportunity: to take stock of these 
transformations and in light of them to re-imagine both the study and practice of politics. Held in 
the Scottish capital, itself a site of democratic innovation and mobilisation, the 2020 meeting of 
the PSA aims to provide a compelling arena for kick starting the process of re-imagining politics. 

3. Who are the conference organisers? The conference is a collaborative event managed by the 

Political Studies Association and the University of Edinburgh via the following convenors from 

the Politics and International Relations Subject Area in the School of Social and Political Science: 

Professor Nicola McEwen, Dr Andrea Birdsall, Dr Mihaela Mihai, Dr Coree Brown-Swann and 

Helene Frössling. The conference is administered via Ex Ordo, a conference management 

software platform, which is used for submissions, conference convenor reviews and programme 

scheduling, registrations and payment.  

 

4. Who are the conference points of contact?  

• PSA office (info@psa.ac.uk) regarding: 

o General enquiries 

o Registration and payment (including receipts and invoicing etc.) 

o PSA Specialist Group panel allocations and room bookings for lunchtime meetings 

o Visa support letters 

o PSA Early Career Network travel grants 

https://www.eicc.co.uk/
https://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/event-planning/business-meeting/edisi-sheraton-grand-hotel-and-spa-edinburgh/
https://www.thehub-edinburgh.com/
https://www.thehub-edinburgh.com/
https://psa20.exordo.com/
mailto:info@psa.ac.uk
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o International visitor grants 

o Conference childcare enquiries 

o Venue information, accessibility and any specific dietary and allergy information 

o Annual Conference Dinner and the academic prize-giving ceremony (Tuesday 7th 

April 2020, The Hub Edinburgh) 

o Conference certificates 

• Conference convenors (convenor@psa.ac.uk) regarding: 

o Enquiries relating to paper and panel proposals and reviews 

o Conference programme and scheduling  

o PSA retired members who have registered for the conference and wish to chair a 

panel or act a discussant  

• Ex Ordo (support@exordo.com) regarding: 

o Log-in issues for https://psa20.exordo.com/  

o Merging multiple accounts 

 

5. What kinds of proposals are considered and who can submit? Both individual paper and panel 

abstracts are welcome from both PSA members and non-members, particularly academics at all 

stages of the profession and practitioners.  

 

Priority is given to proposals submitted via the PSA’s Specialist Groups. Each PSA Specialist 

Group is allotted a number of panels proportionate to its membership. Proposals submitted to 

specialist groups are reviewed by the specialist group conveners in the first instance. All other 

papers and panels are reviewed by the conference conveners. Acceptance is dependent on the 

quality of the proposal, the fit with the conference theme, and the available space within the 

conference programme. Please note, we will not accept or convene all-male panels. Panel 

convenors should also make active efforts to involve BAME and disabled participants. While 

proposals from PhD students are welcome, panels composed of only PhD students are strongly 

discouraged. All decisions will be made after the submission deadline.  

 

Masters students are welcome to register to attend the conference, but we will not normally 

accept paper proposals from students at this stage of their postgraduate studies. Undergraduate 

students can also register to attend but submissions will not be accepted; undergraduates are 

instead strongly encouraged to submit for the PSA Annual Undergraduate Conference 2020 in 

Edinburgh (further details will be available shortly).  

 

All conference participants are expected to abide by the PSA’s policies on Anti-harassment and 

Discrimination and Free Speech and Conduct at Meetings.  

 

6. Are there any guaranteed panels at the conference? Yes. PSA Specialist Groups are allocated a 

number of panels commensurate to their membership size. PSA journals (Political Studies, 

Politics, Political Studies Review and the British Journal of Politics and International Relations) are 

allocated one panel each. The PSA Teaching and Learning Network is also allocated up to three 

panels.  

 

7. Where are abstracts submitted? Paper and panel proposals can only be submitted via the PSA 
Conference platform on Ex Ordo (submission guidelines are provided within this). You are 
required to create an account, or you can use the same Ex Ordo log-in details if you were a 

mailto:convenor@psa.ac.uk
mailto:support@exordo.com
https://psa20.exordo.com/
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups
https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/PSA%20anti-harassment%20policy%20revised_0.pdf
https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/PSA%20anti-harassment%20policy%20revised_0.pdf
https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/PSA%20free%20speech%20and%20conduct%20at%20meetings.pdf
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups
https://www.psa.ac.uk/resources/political-studies
https://www.psa.ac.uk/politics-0
https://www.psa.ac.uk/resources/political-studies-review
https://www.psa.ac.uk/resources/british-journal-politics-and-international-relations
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa-communities/specialist-groups/teaching-and-learning-network
https://psa20.exordo.com/
https://psa20.exordo.com/
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participant at the PSA Conference 2019. Submissions cannot be made via the PSA website and 
emailed proposals will not be considered.  

 
8. What if I have more than one Ex Ordo account? It is recommended that ALL conference 

participants use the same Ex Ordo account/email address during the submissions process and 

when registering for the PSA Conference; having multiple accounts makes it difficult to keep 

track of accepted authors ahead of the registration deadline. If you have more than one Ex Ordo 

account, please contact Ex Ordo to merge your accounts. 

 

9. How can I find out more about Ex Ordo’s data protection and privacy policies? Ex Ordo’s Terms 

of Service and Data Protection & Privacy policies are available here.   

 

10. What are the key dates for the PSA Conference 2020? 

• w/c 12th August 2019: call for paper and panel proposals 

• Monday 21st October 2019 (@ 23:59): Deadline for submitting proposals. Proposals can 

be edited via Ex Ordo up until the submission deadline unless already under review by 

the conference convenors. If the status of your proposal is 'under review' and you wish 

to propose changes, please email the convenors (convenor@psa.ac.uk) who will advise 

you. A confirmation email acknowledging receipt of a proposal will be sent to all 

contributors. 

• Friday 15th November 2019: 

o Acceptance and rejection emails sent to corresponding authors of paper and panel 

proposals.  

o Conference registration opens (early bird rates until 27th January 2020).  

o Tickets for the Annual Conference Dinner at the Hub on Tuesday 7th April 2020 

available to purchase.  

o Applications open for PSA Early Career Network and International Visitor Grants 

(applications will only be considered from individuals that have had paper proposals 

accepted). Further details regarding PSA conference-related grants are available 

here.  

• Monday 13th January 2020: Deadline for PSA Early Career Network and International 

Visitor Grants. 

• Monday 27th January 2020 (@23:59): Early-bird registration deadline (standard rates 

then available from Tuesday 28th January). 

• Monday 17th February 2020: Registration deadline for presenting authors of accepted 

proposals.  

 

11. Can I attend the conference even if I am not presenting a paper or chairing a panel? 

Absolutely! Both PSA members and non-members are welcome to register and attend panels 

and plenary events throughout the conference.   

 

12. Can retired PSA members attend? Yes. Registration fees are waived for retired PSA members 

who are: 

• Not supported by their former university or institution 

• Not supported by a grant provider 

• Willing to be a panel chair or discussant: Retired members should contact the convenors 

to discuss chairing and discussant opportunities and their areas of interest/expertise.  

https://psa2019.exordo.com/login
mailto:support@exordo.com
https://www.exordo.com/legal/conference-participant-terms-of-service
https://www.psa.ac.uk/our-grants
mailto:convenor@psa.ac.uk
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13. What are the conference registration fees? Registration fees are divided between early-bird and 

standard rates and can only be booked via Ex Ordo:  

• Early Bird Rates (Friday 15th November 2019 – Monday 27th January 2020@23:59): 

o PSA Members: £199* 

o PSA Early Career Network Members: £90* 

o Non-Members: £285 

o Early Researcher Non-Members: £165 

• Standard Rates (Tuesday 28th January 2020 – Thursday 2nd April 2020) 

o PSA Members: £235* 

o PSA Early Career Network Members: £125* 

o Non-Members: £320 

o Early Career Researcher Non-Members: £165 

*Registration fees at both the early-bird and standard rates are lower for PSA members. If you 

would like to renew your membership or to become a PSA member and obtain lower rates, click 

here (you must renew or join the PSA first). For any membership-related enquiries please email 

membership@psa.ac.uk.  

14. What are the registration payment options on Ex Ordo? Payment can be taken via card or bank 

transfer: 

• Card payments are taken via Visa, MasterCard and AMEX payments through payment 

platform Stripe. Attendees will receive automated receipts and can edit their 

registration details following payment.  

• Payment via bank transfer is useful if an institution is paying on behalf of an attendee. 

Attendees who select this option will receive an automated invoice; once payment has 

been made by an institution via bank transfer, attendees should notify the PSA 

confirming payment, who will then ensure registration is complete.  

 

15. What does the registration fee cover? The fee covers the three-day conference, tea and coffee 

during the refreshment breaks and access to the Annual Conference Drinks Reception and/or 

the Early Career Network Drinks Reception and Talk (both on Monday 6th April) and the PSA 

Annual Assembly and Annual Assembly Drinks Reception (Tuesday 7th April).  

 

16. What is NOT covered as part of the registration fee? Lunch is not provided unless at a specified 

event during this time. Conference participants need to make their own travel and 

accommodation arrangements (Convention Edinburgh have an allocation of rooms at various 

hotels near the EICC - click here to make a booking via their portal). The Annual Conference 

Dinner at the Hub Edinburgh is NOT covered by the registration fee and dinner tickets will be 

available to purchase via Ex Ordo from Friday 15th November 2019. 

 

17. What if I am an accepted paper-giver but have to withdraw ahead of the registration 

deadline? It is essential that you notify the conference convenors and panel chair if you have to 

withdraw a paper and/or can no longer attend the conference ahead of the registration deadline 

for paper-givers (so panels can be reorganised and your details removed from the programme). 

 

18. Is there a conference cancellation policy? Yes, the policy is as follows: 

• Where a paper-giver is unable to attend the PSA Conference for any reason they may 
substitute, by arrangement, a paper co-author or someone else from the same institution. 

https://psa20.exordo.com/
https://www.psa.ac.uk/academic-memberships
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/early-career-network
https://www.psa.ac.uk/members
mailto:membership@psa.ac.uk
mailto:info@psa.ac.uk
https://www.conventionedinburgh.com/
https://cabsedinburgh.eventsair.com/psa-annual-international-conference-2020/home-page
https://psa20.exordo.com/
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• Where the paper-giver is unable to attend, and is not in a position to transfer their place to 
another person, then the following refund arrangements apply if they have registered: (a) 
Registrations cancelled more than two weeks before the PSA Conference will be refunded 
50% of the registration fees; (b) Registrations cancelled less than two weeks before the PSA 
Conference will not be eligible for a refund. 
 

It is important that paper-givers who wish to either nominate a substitute or cancel their 

registration fee should notify the PSA office, conference convenors and panel chair so that 

panels can be reorganised, and your details removed from the programme.  

• PSA Conference Dinner Tickets: Refunds will not be issued but tickets may be transferred to 
another conference attendee (and this must be communicated to the PSA Office).  

 
PSA reserves the right to withdraw any paper at any time leading up to, and after the conference, 

that it feels may bring the association into disrepute, and/or may be a legal risk for PSA (and possibly 

the author) due to the nature of the subject matter or content. PSA accepts no liability or 

responsibility for the content of papers uploaded to the PSA website by external authors. Any legal 

issues such as breach of copyright, defamation, plagiarism, etc. must be taken up with the author 

directly. All conference participants are expected to abide by the PSA code of conduct for members 

and the conference code of conduct.  

19. Can I request a visa support letter? Yes. The PSA can provide an official letter if requested by an 

ACCEPTED PAPER-GIVER who requires a visa to travel to the United Kingdom. For the PSA to 

generate such a letter the following details should be provided as soon as you receive approval 

of your paper: 

• Full Name 

• Title/Position 

• Institution Address 

• Title of accepted paper to be presented at the PSA Conference (and panel details if 

possible) 

• Passport Information:  

o Passport Number 

o Date of Issue & Date of Expiry 

o Place of Issue 

o Date of Birth 

Please email the above details to the PSA Office, using the following subject line: PSA Conference 
2020 Visa Support Letter Request.  

20. Do you offer any conference-related grants? Yes. Grants are available for PSA members and 

members of other international political studies/science associations, specifically:  

• PSA Early Career Network Access Fund: Open to ECN members who have been accepted 

to present a paper at the conference.   

• International Visitor Scheme: This grant is open to accepted paper-givers who are 

members of a partner PSA or a collective member of IPSA.  

Further details on both grants and how to apply are available here.  

21. Are there any childcare options at the conference? Details will be available online shortly and 

please contact the PSA office if you require any information in the meantime.  

 

mailto:info@psa.ac.uk
mailto:info@psa.ac.uk
https://www.psa.ac.uk/our-grants
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22. Do you have any information on accessibility at the conference venues? Yes. Access details, 

especially for wheelchair users and those with mobility issues, are available here: 

• EICC 

• Sheraton Grand Hotel & Spa 

• The Hub Edinburgh (Conference Dinner, 7th April) 

Attendees should advise the PSA of any specific access requirements. All venues can also go 

through their emergency arrangements in more detail if requested.  

23. Do you have any advice on presenting a paper or chairing a panel?  

• All panel participants should arrive at their scheduled room at least 10 minutes before 

the session commences to ensure that everyone is ready to start promptly.  

• Please refer to the AV Equipment & Support details regarding venue facilities. All 

presentations should be uploaded in advance of the panel commencing.  

• Panel sessions will run for 90 minutes and should be structured to allow a 

• maximum of 60 minutes for all presentations, plus at least 30 minutes for 

• discussion and audience questions. Some panels will feature discussants and panel 

chairs should ensure that they have 5 minutes to speak, with opportunity for responses.  

• The vast majority of panels have three or four papers, providing paper-givers a 

maximum of 15-20 minutes to present (but panel chairs should adjust accordingly).  

• Some panels will have fewer papers and so will have longer for each presentation and/or 

questions.  

• Panel chairs should also factor in time for arrivals, introductions, switching between 

presentations whilst also ensuring paper-givers stick to their allocated time.  

 

24. Will there be audio-visual equipment and support at the conference venues? Yes: 

• All conference rooms at the EICC and the Sheraton Hotel & Spa will be equipped with a 

screen and laptop for PowerPoint presentations.  

• Paper-givers should use a USB/Pen Drive to upload presentations. 

• There will be onsite support at the EICC, and conference assistants will be on hand to 

assist throughout the conference.  

• It is recommended that participants bring their own VGA, HDMI, Mac adaptors, phone 

chargers, power cables and international power adaptors.  

 

25. Can papers be presented via video conferencing platforms? No. Panel convenors should not 

accept or invite papers to be presented via video conferencing (Skype, FaceTime etc.). Paper-

givers are required to register and physically attend the conference and only in exceptional 

circumstances will this be waived, such as for health- or mobility-related issues. 

 

26. Can I obtain a conference certificate? Yes. Certificates will be issued to participating paper-

givers and panel chairs. For the PSA to generate such a certificate the following details should 

be provided: 

• Full Name 

• Title/Position 

• Institution Address 

• For Paper Givers: Title of accepted paper presented at the conference (and panel title) 

• For Panel Chairs: Panel title  

https://www.eicc.co.uk/visiting/disability-access/
https://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/fact-sheet/travel/edisi-sheraton-grand-hotel-and-spa-edinburgh/
https://www.thehub-edinburgh.com/about-us/faqs/
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Please email the above details to the PSA Office, using the following subject line: PSA 

Conference 2020 Certificate Request. 

 

 

mailto:info@psa.ac.uk?subject=PSA%20Conference%202020%20Certificate%20Request

