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Welcome
I am delighted to welcome you to the Political Studies Association 2006 Awards. The event
offers a rare opportunity to celebrate the work of academics, politicians and journalists.
The health of our democracy requires that persons of high calibre enter public life. Today
we celebrate the contributions made by several parliamentarians of distinction, who have
played differing but important roles, ranging from transformation of a political party;
literally life-saving efforts in the Northern Ireland peace process; and often understated,
but nonetheless vital, scrutiny of the executive.
Governments rely upon objective and analytical research offered by academics.
Today’s event recognises the substantial contributions made by several intellectuals
who have devoted their careers to the conduct of independent and impartial study.
When politicians and academics pool their efforts, the results can be particularly rewarding.
An event like today’s awards ceremony will hopefully continue to bridge the gap between
academics and practitioners which was perhaps particularly evident in the United Kingdom
until recent years. Concurrently, the public is reliant for information, scrutiny and input
to debate from journalists and the Political Studies Association is delighted to acknowledge
their contributions also today. The Association’s best events – in terms of breadth and
substance – are those with input from politicians, journalists and academics – as attendees
at the PSA’s Values of Britishness conference last year will testify.
Interest in politics at university level remains buoyant, with numbers entering university
to study the discipline rising throughout this decade. Record numbers are now studying
the subject in British universities, debunking the myth that young people have
disconnected from politics. Nonetheless, low election turnout among the young remains
a serious issue, and the uneven growth of politics as a discipline (many entrants wish to
study international relations, often at the expense of domestic politics) indicates that
more needs to be done to interest those to whom we aim to profess and inspire.
I very much hope that you enjoy today’s occasion. In closing, I warmly thank Neil Stewart
Associates, the event organisers, and Ipsos MORI, for organising today’s revealing poll of
chancellors. I wish also to express the Association’s deep gratitude to the event’s sponsors
– APCO, Blackwell Publishing, the Economic & Social Research Council, the Hansard
Society, Palgrave Macmillan, and Routledge – whose very generous support has made
this event possible.

Professor Jonathan Tonge
Chair, Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom
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The Political Studies Association exists to develop and promote the study of
politics. We are the leading organisation in the UK linking academics in political
science and current affairs, theorists and practitioners, policy-makers,
journalists, researchers and students in higher education.

JOURNALS
WE PROVIDE A FORUM FOR SCHOLARSHIP
THROUGH FOUR QUALITY JOURNALS,
PUBLISHED IN ASSOCIATION WITH
BLACKWELL PUBLISHING

OTHER PUBLICATIONS
WE ALSO PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT
POLITICS AND EXPERTISE THROUGH A
RANGE OF PUBLICATIONS

Political Studies is the leading UK journal
in the ﬁeld and attracts contributions from
academics of international standing. Through
articles, debates and research notes, it reflects
the vigour and importance of the discipline of
politics and contributes signiﬁcantly to the
development of political science
internationally.

Quarterly newsletter, featuring articles,
news from departments, information about
research grants and projects, plus details of
conferences, specialist groups and other
activities.

Political Studies Review brings together
the unique book reviews service of Political
Studies with a set of major review articles
which survey key current issues in political
science. The journal builds on more than fifty
years of book reviewing which have made
Political Studies the largest source of book
reviews in political science in the world.

Politics publishes cutting edge political
science research in all the sub-fields of the
discipline, without restriction on themes,
approach or country focus. The short article
format means that articles are provocative,
punchy and readable.

The British Journal of Politics and
International Relations aims to influence
international debates in political science.
It encourages contributions from scholars in
all parts of the discipline and from all parts
of the globe, and is fast attaining a reputation
for innovative interdisciplinary research.
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Annual Directory, listing all political
scientists in the UK and Ireland by university
and department. Published online at
www.psa.ac.uk
Study Politics, our
accessible guide to
studying politics at
university, distributed
to all UK sixth-forms
and colleges.

Media Register of Experts, promoting our
members’ areas of political expertise to the
media. Published online at
www.psa.ac.uk/experts
Political Studies UK,
the definitive guide
to studying, teaching
and researching
politics in the UK.

EVENTS
WE OFFER A UNIQUE ARENA FOR THE
EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND EXPERTISE
THROUGH CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

AWARDS
WE PROMOTE THE STUDY OF POLITICS
THROUGH OUR ANNUAL AWARDS
AND PRIZES

GRADUATE NETWORK
WE ARE COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING
THE NEXT GENERATION OF POLITICAL
SCIENTISTS

Our prestigious annual awards include:

The Graduate Network exists to promote
links between postgraduate politics students
throughout the UK. The Graduate Network
holds its own annual conference, regional
group events and short conferences for
members. All postgraduates can join the
Association at a reduced rate, including
free Graduate Network membership.

Annual Conference, attracting leading
politicians, civil servants and academics,
and comprising more than 100 specialist
discussion panels covering all aspects of
the discipline.
Network of Specialist Groups, covering
all major ﬁelds of political research. Each
provides a forum in which individuals with
specialised research and teaching interests
can develop their own seminars and
conferences to supplement the Annual
Conference.
Heads of Department Conferences, held
to assist UK political science departments
with planning and training for research
and teaching.

■ The Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize
for lifetime contribution to political
studies

Media Training Workshops, offering
members expert training and practical
preparation for TV and radio interviews.

■ The W.J.M. Mackenzie Prize
for best book published in political
science

www.psa.ac.uk
‘Best Political Science Site in the World’
Lycos

■ The Sir Bernard Crick Prize
for outstanding teaching in political
studies

Our award-winning website is an impressive
research tool with over 5,000 links to political
information sources. Online services include
access to electronic versions of all the
Association’s journals, Annual Conference
papers, Members’ Directory and Register
of Experts.

■ Four dissertation prizes
for best dissertation in any ﬁeld of
political studies
ABOVE
Andrew Marr accepting the Political
Broadcaster of the Year award in 2004.

MEMBERSHIP
Membership is open to everyone interested
in the study and practice of politics. There
are separate categories of membership for
people who are retired and for companies.
To join call 0191 222 8021,
e-mail: psa@ncl.ac.uk, or visit our website:
www.psa.ac.uk
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Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for
Lifetime Contribution to Political Studies
PROFESSOR QUENTIN SKINNER

THE JUDGES SAY
Quentin Skinner’s work has long been
established as hugely significant and
pioneering, placing him among the most
eminent political theorists and intellectual
historians. The judges wished to reward his
contribution to debate across several
decades of writings, embracing illustrious
publications such as Foundations of Modern
Political Thought; Visions of Politics;
Republicanism; Liberty before Liberalism.
Furthermore, Quentin Skinner’s ability to
critically interpret the arguments of
contemporaries, such as Rawls and Geertz,
in addition to ‘classical’ thinkers from
Machiavelli to Max Weber, marks him out
as a uniquely talented theorist.

Quentin Skinner was born in Oldham in
1940. He studied history at Gonville and
Caius College. Upon graduation in 1962
he took up a teaching fellowship at
Christ’s College where he has been based
ever since. He has also been a visiting
fellow at the Australian National
University, the University of Leuven and
Northwestern University among others.
He was appointed to the chair of Political
Science at Cambridge University in 1978
and has been Regius Professor of Modern
History since 1996.
Skinner’s work focuses on the history of
moral and political philosophy. When he
began researching, he was frustrated by
the prevailing style of writing on the
history of political thought, which he felt
stripped classic political works of any
context and presented them as if they
had been composed in a vacuum. As part
of the ‘Cambridge School’, Skinner’s
seminal work on the history of political
thought has sought to articulate the
original intentions of authors such as
Machiavelli and Hobbes, often using the
works of lesser-known writers of a period
to substantiate his argument that “most
major thinkers in the western tradition
have been motivated by a desire to
engage in some kind of dialogue within
their own society and culture”.
Skinner’s research has focused on the
republican politics of the renaissance,
the emergence of the concept of
representative government in 17th
Century England, the history of the
modern state and the history of and
meaning of liberty. He remains convinced
that “one of the tasks of intellectual
history is to stop philosophy from
ossifying into ideology and to do so,
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by keeping alive an understanding of the
different ways in which such concepts as
rights, freedom, representation and the
State have been understood”. His
publishing output has been prolific and
includes over seventy articles and book
chapters. His two volume Foundations
of Modern Political Thought (1978) is
in its nineteenth printing in English,
whilst Machiavelli (1981) is in its eighth
edition and has been translated into
fifteen languages.

Setting the Political Agenda
LORD TURNER OF ECCHINSWELL

Jonathan Adair Turner was born in
Ipswich in 1955. He studied history and
economics at Gonville and Caius College
and served as president of the Cambridge
Union. After graduation he worked for
British Petroleum and Chase Manhattan
Bank before moving to McKinsey and Co.
in 1982, becoming partner in 1988 and
director in 1994. From 1995 to 1999 he
was Director General of the
Confederation of British Industry.
THE JUDGES SAY
Adair Turner has used the knowledge
gained from distinguished careers in
business, public policy and academia to
produce what may prove to be one of the
most far-reaching policy changes of the
21st Century. To be appointed chair of the
UK Pensions Commission appeared to
represent the ultimate in ‘Poison Chalice’
awards, but such was the economic,
social and demographic logic of the
Turner Reports that they were accepted in
large part by the UK government. Given
that these proposals involve raising the
state retirement age to 68, but reinstating
the link between state pensions and
earnings, no-one could accuse Turner
of ducking issues or failing to influence
policy agendas.

Turner joined the Prime Minister’s Panel
of Independent Strategic Advisors in
2001 and focused his work on the area
of health. In December 2002 the
government set up a pensions
commission to investigate strategies
for sustaining state pension provision
in the UK. Turner was appointed chair
of the commission and his findings were
published between November 2005 and
April 2006. From the beginning, Turner
acknowledged that all of the possible
solutions for pension reform – means
testing, higher contributions from
employees and businesses, or a rise in the
minimum age of retirement – were going
to be highly unpopular. However, he said
that “there is nobody clever enough to
design a state pension policy in the face
of the demographic challenge, which
doesn’t involve one of those three things
in the mix”.

would be required to contribute to
a national pensions saving scheme.
The response to the Turner Report has
been broadly positive, despite the hard
truths it contains. Business and trade
union leaders have backed the proposals.
At first it seemed the recommendations
of the commission had created division
within the Government, with Gordon
Brown unhappy at the cost. However,
the white paper on pension reform
published in May has incorporated the
main elements of a higher retirement
age, a new savings scheme and greater
state assistance.
Adair Turner is a visiting professor at the
London School of Economics and Cass
Business School in the City of London.
He has an honorary doctorate from City
University and his book Just Capital –
The Liberal Economy was published by
Macmillan in 2001. He was created Baron
Turner of Ecchinswell in 2005 and sits as
an independent cross-bench peer in the
House of Lords.

The Turner Report recommended that UK
residents should be entitled to a more
generous flat-rate pension that would rise
with earnings not prices. In order to
guarantee this provision, state funding
would need to rise from 6.2 per cent to
8 per cent. In addition the state
retirement age would have to be raised to
sixty-eight and workers and employers

Political Studies Association Awards 2006

Award sponsor

Politics Book of the Year
GERRY STOKER: WHY POLITICS MATTERS

THE JUDGES SAY
Gerry Stoker’s Why Politics Matters was
the unanimous choice of the judges for
several reasons. Firstly, it offers a shrewd
assessment of the extent of disaffection
for politics and the reasons for this
disenchantment. Secondly, the book
makes a cogent plea for a redefinition of
what constitutes politics and how political
activity is conceived. Thirdly, Gerry Stoker
offers a powerful refutation of the cynicism
surrounding politics, outlining just how
much – and why – politics has such
meaning for citizens. The sum of these
strengths is a book which is required
reading and is already heading for
classic status.

Gerry Stoker was born in Worcester in
1955. He studied at the University of
Manchester, where he read economics
before undertaking his PhD thesis at the
Department of Government, entitled
The Politics of Urban Renewal in Withington
Village 1962-1983. His first academic job
was as a lecturer at Leicester Polytechnic
in 1979. He went on to lecture at the
Universities of Birmingham, Essex and
Wayne State. In 1991 he joined the
University of Strathclyde as Professor
of politics and was made Head of
Department in 1997. Professor Stoker
joined Manchester University in
2000, but this year moved to
Southampton University.
Professor Stoker’s research interests
have centred on urban politics and local
government. He has acted as an advisor
to the Labour Government and to the
Council of Europe and his other
publications include Choices in the Design
of London Government (1997); Democratic
Renewal: Issues for Local Government
London (1998) and (with Tony Travers)
A Tale of Two Cities. The Government of
New York: Lessons for London (1998).
Why Politics Matters addresses the
current debate on the root causes of
declining political participation. Western
European democracies have witnessed
falling turnouts on polling day, party
membership has dropped dramatically
and media coverage of political
disengagement highlights public
perceptions that politicians are ‘all the
same’; whether that means venal and
self-serving or simply devoid of innovative
and distinctive policies.
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Stoker’s book transcends the debate
about whether this current apathy is due
to the decline in the quality of politicians,
or to voters abandoning politics in favour
of consumerism. Instead, he argues that
“politics has been infected by one of the
dominant myths of our time: that the
goal of life is self-actualisation”. Stoker
says that whereas economic and social
forces have encouraged citizens to see
themselves as individual decision makers
whose choices often bring immediate
results, mass politics is a collective
decision-making process, which is slow
and involves compromise.
However, Why Politics Matters is more
than a provocative and cogent analysis
of what has gone wrong. Stoker argues
that mass democracy is at a critical
juncture, but that there are numerous
tactics that can be utilised to encourage
participation. Stoker believes if politicians
were to become more socially
representative, and if they were willing
to abandon their current fixation with
smooth professionalism in favour of more
open communication with voters, then
the value of participation would become
more apparent. In addition Stoker believes
that the opportunities created by
technology could promote “a new politics
for amateurs” that would ensure that
mass democracy could continue to
flourish in the 21st Century.

Political Publication of the Year
ConservativeHome.com

THE JUDGES SAY
ConservativeHome.com has won a
deserved reputation for being the most
interesting politics website in the UK.
From interesting articles, through
polemical platforms to the liveliest
political blogs and an ability to set
agendas, ConservativeHome.com has
become compulsive reading for all of us
with a serious interest in British politics,
irrespective of political loyalties.

The website ConservativeHome.com was
launched in March 2005 with the brief of
providing a forum for grassroots
Conservatives and encouraging debate,
which would revitalise the ideology of
conservatism. The site is edited by
Tim Montgomerie. He worked for the
Conservative Party from 1999 to 2003
after six years at the Bank of England.
He was Iain Duncan Smith’s political
secretary and when Smith resigned as
leader Montgomerie stopped working for
the party and helped Smith to establish
the Centre for Social Justice.
Samuel Coates, the assistant editor, has
worked in journalism and is now studying
Politics and International Relations at
Oxford Brookes University. He describes
the website as “not only a resource but
an intelligent forum for members and
supporters of the party to share
information and ideas – whether
northern, southern, young or old. Its
influence and readership has never been
higher, yet its potential is still huge”.

Praised as “indispensable” by Peter
Riddell and “one of the most exciting
developments in Tory thought for years”
by Matthew d’Ancona, the site made the
news this year. When an embargo was
imposed on an ‘A list’ of socially diverse
Conservative candidates for future
elections, the site invited visitors with
inside knowledge to leak the names
online with great success. It is a mark of
how the website editors are not beholden
to the Conservative leader, even though
they have broadly pledged him support.
It is this independence that guarantees
ConservativeHome.com will remain a
space for informed and open debate.

Political blogs vary wildly in quality
but ConservativeHome.com has influence
way beyond the norm thanks to the
editors’ diligent search for relevant news
stories and interesting links. This is allied
to a sharp but informal approach to party
politics, backed up by what seems a host
of inside contacts. The website has
become a place where the grassroots
can post articles and debate issues not
just with each other but with the
leadership. Frontbenchers such as
George Osborne and Liam Fox have
‘dropped in’ electronically for question
and answer sessions.
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Best Political Satire
THE THICK OF IT

The Thick of It was created by
Armando Iannucci, who has been
producing comedy programmes for the
BBC since the 1980s and is the writer
and producer behind hits such as The Day
Today, Knowing Me, Knowing You and
I’m Alan Partridge.

THE JUDGES SAY
The Thick of It has proved to be one of
the best political comedies of recent times.
The interplay of under-pressure Social
Affairs Minister Hugh Abbot and his advisor
and Downing Street bruiser Malcolm
Tucker is always hilarious, with, like the
best comedies, just sufficient hint of truth
as to retain a cutting edge. In the funniest
way yet devised, the programme is a
magnificent take on government
obsessions with media and presentation
of policy.

Described by the Guardian as “painfully
funny and all too plausible”, The Thick of It
stars Chris Langham as the much
put-upon Minister for Social Affairs, Hugh
Abbot. He and his team of civil servants
(including the Perrier Award nominated
stand-up comedian, Chris Addison) lurch
from one crisis to another. They live in
fear of Malcolm Tucker (Peter Capaldi)
No 10’s ‘Policy Enforcer’ who describes
himself as “a man of principle. I like to
know whether I'm lying to save the skin
of a tosser or a moron” (and that’s
probably his most printable outburst).
Iannucci prepared for the show by
contacting former and current civil
servants and policy advisors, and Martin
Sixsmith, a former Labour spin doctor,
acts as adviser to the show. Iannucci’s
investigations led him to conclude that
“ministers have very little power. They are
financially and politically restrained by a
centralised bunch of twenty-something
policy-wonks and adminolescents at
Number Ten… they are petrified into
inactivity through fear of the media,
especially the Sun and the Daily Mail”.
Hugh Abbot battles through his day in
a fog of confusion, beset by the fear
that he will inadvertently commit some
transgression that will lead him to
sacrifice his job to sate the press and
divert any blame from the PM. Policies
have to be thrown together in the blink
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of an eye or hastily run past focus groups,
and his team deem it more important
that he knows the meaning of the word
‘chav’ and the identity of the ‘only gay in
the village’, rather than possess a
coherent opinion on any political issue.
Regarded by many as the best satire on
government since Yes Minister, the show
is semi-improvised and shot in a grainy
realistic style with lots of hand-held
camera work that gives it a documentary
feel. The show has won plaudits both for
its exquisitely embarrassing comic
moments and its acute satire, which has
also led to prizes at the British Comedy
Awards and two Baftas, including best
comic performance for Chris Langham.

Award sponsor

Parliamentarian of the Year
RICHARD BACON MP

THE JUDGES SAY
Richard Bacon’s excellent work on the
Public Accounts Committee epitomises
how effective parliamentary work can
achieve proper scrutiny of the executive
and create the potential for change.
Richard Bacon highlighted the abject
inefficiency of the Home Office in its
failure to deport foreign prisoners, leading
to the departure of the Home Secretary
and acknowledgement that the Home
Office was ‘unfit for purpose’ by his
successor. Richard Bacon’s effective role
on the Public Accounts Committee has
been complemented by his tenacity on the
European Scrutiny Committee, on which he
has taken leading roles in tackling waste
and inefficiency.

Richard Bacon was born in 1962 in
Solihull. He studied Politics and
Economics at LSE and continued his
studies at the Goethe Institut in Berlin.
He worked as an investment banker and
financial journalist before setting up his
own business, the English Word Factory,
providing communications advice to
international companies. Bacon stood
unsuccessfully in the 1997 General
Election for the constituency of Vauxhall,
but in 2001 was elected as MP for South
Norfolk. In 2005 he was re-elected with
an increased majority.
As a member of the Public Accounts
Committee since 2001 he has focused on
the need for greater accountability and
tighter management of government
spending, especially PFI projects. He has
also been a member of the House of
Commons European Scrutiny Committee
since 2003.

and inexcusable dereliction of duty.
Bacon has proved the ideal
parliamentarian; an informed sceptic
of executive activity, but not a critic ‘for
the sake for it’. He is an MP armed with
cogent facts and arguments which
discomfit the incompetent and inept.
In addition to his parliamentary duties,
Bacon is a member of the James
Committee on Taxpayer Value set up
by Michael Howard after he resigned
the leadership of the Conservative Party.
Bacon is committed to reducing the cost
of government, although he believes he
has a battle on his hands as when it
comes to Whitehall “the trouble is that
the system rewards spending money, not
looking after it”.

Bacon has been a constant and very
informed critic of new government IT
programmes, highlighting such scandals
as the MOD’s inability to commission
new tracking software, despite being
aware of problems with their system for
more than a decade. It was flaws in these
programmes that led to some troops in
Iraq to wait months for vital items such
as body armour.
This year Bacon’s forensic patient
approach to checking up on the
government led to the fall of a Home
Secretary. It was he who started asking
the questions that unmasked the Home
Office’s inability to keep track of foreign
nationals on their release from British
prisons. Although he did not seek Charles
Clarke’s resignation he castigated the
Home Office for what he saw as a clear
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Politician of the Year
RT HON DAVID CAMERON MP

THE JUDGES SAY
David Cameron has transformed the
fortunes of the Conservative Party in a
short period of time. Elected leader after a
hard-fought, but dignified contest, David
Cameron has been quick to identify those
aspects of policy and image where the
Conservatives needed to change. Whilst
prepared to accept some aspects of the
changes introduced by ‘New Labour’,
David Cameron has carved a distinctive
and appealing agenda for the
Conservatives, reflected in opinion polls
which have placed the Conservatives
ahead for the first significant length of
time since 1992.

David Cameron was born in London
in 1966, but was raised in Newbury,
Berkshire. It would be fair to say that
politics is his blood. His great great
grandfather and great grandfather
were both Conservative MPs. Therefore,
it was fitting that he spent his gap year
before taking a PPE degree at Brasenose
College, Oxford working for the MP Tim
Rathbone. David Cameron’s political
instincts were then sharpened by joining
the Conservative Research Department
after graduation.
Cameron’s time at the Conservative
Research Department led to roles as a
media adviser and then political adviser.
He worked closely with Norman Lamont
and witnessed first hand the disastrous
effects of Black Wednesday on the Tories’
reputation for economic competence. This
episode did not dampen his ambition to
enter parliament. However, he felt he
needed to broaden his experience, so,
after briefly taking the post of political
adviser to Michael Howard at the Home
Office, he moved into public relations,
spending seven years at ITV Carlton as
head of corporate communications,
before heading back to politics.
Cameron failed to win the seat of
Stafford in the 1997 general election,
but was elected MP for Witney in 2001.
The working relationship he had already
established with Michael Howard led to
his appointment as head of policy
co-ordinator. He became shadow
education secretary in May 2005 and he
has also served as shadow deputy leader
of the house and deputy party chairman.
Cameron beat his rival David Davis by a
ratio of two to one when he stood for the
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leadership in the wake of Michael
Howard’s resignation. During the
campaign he worked hard to dispel the
notion that as an old Etonian he was out
of touch with ordinary people. He is
certainly the only Tory leader to ever use
the phrases ‘big up’ and ‘keep it real’ in
public conversation. More seriously, he
outlined his vision of compassionate
conservatism, saying “to build a strong
society we’ll show that the right test for
our policies is how they help the most
disadvantaged in society, not the rich.
We will improve public services for
everyone, not help a few to opt out.
And to build a sustainable environment
we will put climate change and
environmental policy at the heart of our
agenda, not just an afterthought”. Other
radical policies outlined by Cameron have
been a new approach to helping those
liable to commit crime, rather dubiously
labelled his ‘hug a hoodie’ plan in the
press, and ideas for a form of positive
community service for school leavers.
Cameron’s modernising agenda has
produced immediate positive results.
The local elections in May gave the Tories
their best performance since 1992 and
after years languishing in opinion polls,
2006 has seen the Conservatives moving
ahead of Labour, with Cameron being
rated a better candidate for prime
minister than Tony Blair in a YouGov poll
in June. After years of being on the back
foot, it seems that Cameron’s leadership
has given the Conservatives a serious
chance to revive their fortunes.
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PROFESSOR CHARLIE JEFFERY

THE JUDGES SAY
Charlie Jeffery’s ESRC Devolution and
Constitutional Change programme was a
model of how to conduct a large budget,
high profile project. In terms of theoretical
development, empirical research,
dissemination and user relevance, the
Devolution and Constitutional Change
programme was exemplary. From 2000
to 2006, 35 research projects produced
a range of interesting and cogent findings,
consolidating our understanding of the
asymmetrical nature of UK devolution,
the impact upon governance, the (lack of)
impact of the weakening of British identity
and the prospects for the future of the
Union in a restructured UK. None of this
would have been possible without the
strategic vision, academic insight and
organisational efficiency of the
programme director.

Charlie Jeffery was born in Holcot,
Northamptonshire in 1964. He read for a
BA in European Studies at Loughborough
University, where he also undertook his
PhD thesis, The Social Democratic
Movement in Steyr, Austria.

devolution across the range of the
social sciences as well as the disciplines
of history and law. The second was to
bring these insights into the field of
policy-making and provide ‘route maps’
to shape policy and further legislation.

He worked for North Staffordshire
Polytechnic and Leicester University
before joining the Institute of German
Studies in Birmingham in 1994. He served
as Deputy Director there from 1996 until
2000, when he was seconded to direct the
Economic and Social Research Council’s
(ESRC) Devolution and Constitutional
Change programme.

Professor Jeffery oversaw a £4.7 million
budget and was required to co-ordinate
a complicated and far-reaching
programme. There were 35 individual
projects based at different universities
around the UK and crossing a range of
disciplines. The projects were selected in
two rounds of bidding and evaluation and
had different start and end dates. Professor
Jeffery says of his role that “what I can do
is try and create linkages between the
projects which can bring added value.”
In addition, Jeffery insists: “another of my
roles is to ensure that our research findings
feed through into public debate so that
they can inform policymaking. So
dissemination of findings is another vital
part of my brief.” This has been done
through a wide range of workshops,
conferences and publications, including
quarterly monitoring reports.

Professor Jeffery’s work has focused on
German politics, multi-level governance
in the EU and the impact of devolved
government on the UK. His publications
include Germany’s European Diplomacy
(2000) and Fiscal and Economic
Decentralization: towards an agenda for
policy learning between Germany and
Britain (2002). He has also prepared
reports for the Local Government
Association, the English Regions Network
and the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister. During 2004 he was specialist
adviser for the committee on the Office
of the Deputy Prime Minister in the House
of Commons.
The Devolution and Constitutional Change
Programme was set up by the ESRC in
2000 with the brief of examining the
impact of the creation of devolved political
institutions in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland and also by local
government reform. The programme had
two overarching aims. The first was to
co-ordinate a range of projects that would
develop insights about the impact of

The programme’s final report was
published in March and provided an
overview of the projects and their
findings. The overall picture of the new
constitutional framework presented is that
it has increased in popularity in Scotland
and Wales since devolution has been
implemented and that there is still
significant support for devolution in
Northern Ireland, despite the problems
in embedding permanent political
institutions. However, so far devolution has
produced few of the economic dividends
that some commentators had predicted.
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Political Journalist of the Year
MATTHEW D’ANCONA

Matthew d’Ancona was born in London
in 1968. He studied history at Magdalen
College, Oxford and was elected a fellow
of All Souls College in 1989.

THE JUDGES SAY
Matthew d’Ancona’s Political Journalist
of the Year award is in recognition of the
vibrancy of his work as columnist and
Deputy Editor of the Sunday Telegraph
and as Editor of the Spectator. Matthew
d’Ancona brings one of the most
perceptive political minds to his writings.
He has captured several significant
political scoops and invariably stays ahead
of his rivals in a competitive field, but it has
been Matthew d’Ancona’s recognition of
what is required in respect of change within
the Conservative Party that has perhaps
brought particular flair, vision and insight
to his recent writings.

d’Ancona joined the Times as a trainee
in 1991 and was Assistant Editor by the
age of 26. He moved to the Sunday
Telegraph as a political columnist in
1996 and became deputy editor in 1998.
This year he took over from Boris Johnson
as Editor of the Spectator. Although
d’Ancona says he is supportive of David
Cameron’s modernising agenda, his aim
is not to become the new Tory
Leadership’s in-house magazine: “It’s so
hard wired into the Spectator to be
independent and mischievous; the readers
would be appalled if it became servile to
anyone or anything”.
Reviewing d’Ancona’s impact on the
Spectator Julian Glover noted in the
Guardian that “there’s less whimsy and
a crisp grasp of the Westminster agenda”.
d’Ancona marked the his inaugural edition
of the Spectator by writing the cover
story, which was a gleefully pessimistic
assessment of Tony Blair’s grip on his own
premiership. Such an article could be seen
as merely an opinion piece if it was not for
the fact that soon after d’Ancona took
the helm, the Spectator pulled off a
magnificent scoop with revelations that
Blair and Brown had been in fresh
negotiations for a timetable for handover
and that a firm date had been agreed.
d’Ancona’s other awards include the
Charles Douglas-Home Memorial Trust
prize for journalism in 1994 and Political
Journalist of the Year in the 2004 British
Press Awards. These awards reflected
d’Ancona’s ability to marry serious scoops
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with a lively and articulate style. Prior to
catching the journalism bug, d’Ancona
had planned on a career in academia and
with the late Carsten Thiede he published
internationally bestselling books on the
origins of Christianity. He has also written
two novels, Going East (2003) and
Tabatha’s Code (2006).

Special Recognition for Electoral Studies
PROFESSOR DAVID BUTLER

THE JUDGES SAY
David Butler has shaped the study of
British electoral politics for six decades
and his Special Recognition award was a
unanimous decision of the jurors. David
Butler’s pioneering work with the Nuffield
election studies in 1945 quickly established
his reputation as a leading scholar of
elections. The architect of the concept
of electoral swing, David Butler has been
author or co-author of the definitive
account of each general election since
1951. David Butler’s intelligence and
enthusiasm have been communicated
to generations of television watchers and
radio listeners. His infectious enjoyment
of elections converges with rigorous
analysis. Within Nuffield, scores of
graduate students have been indebted to
his energy, dedication and backing for their
own electoral studies.

David Butler was born in 1924 in London,
fittingly enough during a general election.
He studied PPE at New College, Oxford,
where he wrote his thesis The Electoral
System in Britain. He then spent two years
at Princeton before returning to Oxford,
this time to Nuffield College. It was here
that he organized the inaugural annual
conference of the Political Studies
Association. He has been a fellow of
Nuffield College since 1954, apart from
a brief break from academia to serve as
personal assistant to HM Ambassador
to Washington from 1955 to 1956, and
is now an emeritus fellow of the college.

dates on the BBC Parliament Channel.
David Butler was the co-creator of the
swingometer, which was very different
from the technological wonder it has
become. During one election the swing
was far greater than the design had
allowed for and an extra bit had to be
surreptitiously painted on. He describes
elections as “an art form which people
see in different ways” and his enthusiasm
and acumen regarding the subject has not
been diminished by more than sixty years
of hard work providing vital analysis of
how Britain votes.

His first involvement with the Nuffield
election studies was the general election
of 1945. He edited the edition for 1951
and he has remained at the helm ever
since, producing books that are highly
readable and designed to appeal far
beyond an academic audience. Since
1974 the series has been co-edited with
Dennis Kavanagh of Liverpool University.
The series has been universally praised
for their insight and analysis and was
described by Anthony Howard as “by now
almost part of our democratic fabric”.
It was also praised in a Guardian editorial
this year. In addition to producing the
Nuffield studies he co-edited the highly
rated journal Electoral Studies between
1982 and 1992.
In addition to his extensive writing on
the subject of British elections, David
Butler was a key fixture of the BBC’s
television coverage of elections from
1950 to 1979 and radio coverage beyond.
His mastery of electoral issues has been
evident to all those fortunate enough to
take advantage of the repeats of election
night coverage available on anniversary
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Lifetime Achievement in Politics
JOHN HUME

THE JUDGES SAY
John Hume has made an exceptional
contribution to peace in Northern Ireland.
Much of his political thinking was
incorporated into the Good Friday
Agreement, a visionary deal which
embodied John Hume’s commitments
to peace, power-sharing and political
pluralism. Ever since the days of the civil
rights movement, John Hume has offered
unswerving fidelity to the principles of
non-violence and justice. His Nobel Peace
Prize speaks volumes for what he achieved,
but the judges felt it important that the
British political science community also
formally recognised John Hume’s
magnificent contribution to peace
and justice in Northern Ireland.

John Hume was born in Derry in 1937.
He worked as a teacher after taking a
BA in French and History at the
National University of Ireland in 1958.
He continued his studies in summer
schools at St Malo, Britanny and the
Institut Catholique in Paris and received
his MA from St. Patrick’s College,
Maynooth in 1964. Through his work with
Northern Ireland’s first credit union and
the Derry Housing Association, he
became involved in the civil rights
movement which developed in Northern
Ireland in the late 1960s, seeking equal
political and civil rights for the Catholic
Nationalist Community. As the province
became increasingly embroiled in
violence, Hume was elected to the
Northern Ireland Parliament in 1969.
One year later he became one of the
founder members of the Social
Democratic and Labour Party, taking
over as leader in 1979.
Hume served in the first power-sharing
executive set up after the Sunningdale
Agreement in 1973 and was also a
pivotal figure in the Anglo-Irish
Agreement in 1985, which was designed
to give the Irish Government a limited
say in Northern Irish politics. He was an
MEP from 1979 to 2004 and was elected
MP for Foyle in 1983.
From 1988 John Hume began negotiating
in earnest with the Sinn Fein leader Gerry
Adams, looking to find a way to create a
non-violent nationalist bloc which could
negotiate a way forward with unionists.
Hume was harshly criticised for engaging
in such dialogue, although he claimed he
didn’t give “two balls of roasted snow”
about any negative reaction. The
Hume-Adams talks fulfilled their purpose
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by easing Sinn Fein’s political evolution.
Adams’s party edged towards
acceptance of the need for an ‘agreed
Ireland’, the concept long articulated by
Hume. As a consequence, the Good Friday
Agreement was reached in 1998 and
seven years later the IRA was stood
down, creating the best ever prospects
for the permanent peace so long craved
by Hume.
John Hume and David Trimble were
jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1998, which shows the extent of
international acclaim for their patience,
hard work and willingness to risk their
careers, reputations and even their lives
in search of peace. In his acceptance
speech for the Nobel Prize, Hume said
“difference is an accident of birth and it
should therefore never be the source of
hatred or conflict. The answer to
difference is to respect it. Therein lies a
most fundamental principle of peace –
respect for diversity”.
Hume stepped down as leader of the
SDLP in 2001 and retired from party
politics in 2004. However, he continues to
be an active member of the credit union
movement and an enthusiastic promoter
of European integration.

Lifetime Achievement in Politics
LORD TRIMBLE OF LISNAGARVEY

David Trimble was born in Belfast in 1944.
He studied Law at Queen’s University,
Belfast and was called to the bar in 1969.
However, he stayed at Queen’s as a
lecturer, then senior lecturer in Law,
through the 1970s.

THE JUDGES SAY
David Trimble made an extraordinary
contribution to peace in Northern Ireland.
In signing the Good Friday Agreement,
the framework of which endures as the
template for a revival of devolved
government in the province, David Trimble
took political and personal risks. David
Trimble articulated the need for a
forward-thinking unionism; secured
the Union and offered a pluralist vision
of politics in Northern Ireland which
offered hope for future generations.
David Trimble’s Nobel Peace Prize speaks
volumes for what he achieved and it is
evident that any re-negotiated or reworked
political deal in Northern Ireland will
contain much of the brave and imaginative
input he offered in the 1998 version.

Trimble’s first involvement in politics
was with Vanguard in the early 1970s,
which was more of a movement
expressing disaffection with the unionist
establishment’s reaction to ‘the troubles’
than a party. In 1974 he gave his services
as legal advisor to the Ulster Workers’
Council, who brought down the
power-sharing government set up by the
Sunningdale Agreement.
Trimble joined the Ulster Unionist Party
in 1978 and became MP for Upper Bann
in 1990. He was the surprise victor of the
UUP leadership contest in 1995 and
many outside observers wrongly felt this
was going to be a setback for the
incipient peace process. That year Trimble
had established his hardline credentials by
walking hand-in-hand at a controversial
Orange Parade with the leader of the
Democratic Unionist Party, the Reverend
Ian Paisley, after winning a stand-off with
nationalist residents who did not want
the march to pass through their area.
However, during the negotiations that
led to the Good Friday Agreement,
Trimble proved to be far from
intransigent. He had to accept some very
painful concessions, such as the release of
paramilitary prisoners, in order to secure
the agreement that brought devolved
government back to Northern Ireland
and he had to deal with constant
accusations of betrayal from other
unionists. He believed that negotiation

and democratic processes were the only
way forward for both communities. In his
Nobel acceptance speech he referred to
the past, saying “Ulster Unionists, fearful
of being isolated on the island, built a
solid house, but it was a cold house for
Catholics. And northern nationalists,
although they had a roof over their
heads, seemed to us as if they meant
to burn the house down”.
Trimble became First Minister of the
new Northern Ireland Assembly in 1998
and attempted to establish the body as
a ‘pluralist parliament for a pluralist
people’, a clear repudiation of the
sectarian aspects of unionist dominance
in earlier decades. However, with the
issue of IRA decommissioning generating
increasing anxiety in the unionist
community, his position became more
precarious. He was pushed into
resignation in 2001 to force the pace of
visible decommissioning of weapons, but
then needed the support of other parties
to ensure his reappointment as head of
the executive.
With the DUP rapidly assuming the UUP’s
position as the dominant force in unionist
electoral politics, Trimble lost his own
seat to a DUP candidate in 2005 and
subsequently resigned as UUP leader.
Although this rejection was painful, it was
apparent that Trimble had contributed to
securing a Union based upon parity of
esteem and peace. This year David
Trimble was made Baron Trimble of
Lisnagarvey and elevated to the House of
Lords, fitting recognition of his willingness
to take risks on behalf of all the people of
Northern Ireland.
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