


Welcome to Nottingham, the home of Robin Hood and this year host to another of 
the Political Studies Association’s Early Career Network events!

Today we are hosting ‘Bridging the Gap’  a one-day conference aiming to 
turbocharge your future career planning through a series of talks, workshops, and 
networking opportunities. It’s designed to cover a wide proportion of the current 
ECN membership, from current PhD students to those in postdoctoral positions 
and other early career research roles, on pursuing careers inside and outside higher 
education. 

Bridging the Gap in 2019 takes place in Nottingham Trent’s Student Union 
Building, just off Shakespeare Street within the main campus. You can find further 
information on how to get here later in this document.

W E L C O M E

Social media 
We will be tweeting throughout the conference using the 
hashtag #ecnBTG and using the handle @psa_ecn. Give us a 
follow and share some of your pictures!

6th December 2019, Nottingham Trent University



A B O U T

The Political Studies Association’s Early Career Network

Membership
ECN membership makes you part of a network of over 
630 fellow early career academics in political subject 
areas. With it comes access to a range of our events, 
such as this one and our annual conference, funding 
opportunities, and access to member-led grants. It also 
puts you in touch with the wider ECN community!  Being 
a member of the ECN also gives you full membership of 
the PSA at a reduced rate of £20 per year. You can be a 
member from when you started a doctoral degree until 
three years after the completion of a doctoral viva. If you, 
or anyone you know would like to join, you can do so 
here via https://www.psa.ac.uk/academic-memberships.

Events
ECN EVENTS AT THE PSA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020
6-8 April 2020, Edinburgh
Join us in 2020 as the we host a number of ECN related 
events at the PSA’s annual conference. This year we will 
be hosting our famous Alternative Social. In addition, we 
are running a number of sessions relevant to our mem-
bers including the successful Speed-Mentoring Session, 
and ECN Drinks and Talk Reception. Make sure to save 
the date and come along.
 
DEMYSTIFYING AND NAVIGATING EARLY CAREER ACADEMIA
May 2020, University of Bristol, TBA
Early on, future career paths and internal processes in

 
academia and higher education can often be opaque 
and confusing. As such, Demystifying will open the lid 
on topics ranging from the academic interview process 
to deciphering REF. Central to all sessions will be an 
attention to issues of equality and diversity and how to 
make academia more inclusive.

ECN ANNUAL CONFERENCE
June, 2020, MediaCityUK, University of Salford, TBC
This year, the ECN Annual Conference will be hosted by the 
University of Salford at its MediaCityUK campus. Further 
details to follow.

Grants & Funding
MEMBER-LED EVENT GRANT
Do you have an event idea, such as a workshop, seminar, or 
small conference? Why not make it happen through ECN 
member-led event grant? The ECN provides grants of up to 
£600 to support events by members. The event should be 
held at your home institution and should be free for ECN 
members to attend. If you’re interested, please email us (ecn@
psa.ac.uk) for further information.

TRAVEL & ACCESS FUND
ECN members are eligible to apply to the PSA’s travel grant 
scheme which enables young scholars and graduate students 
to present papers at overseas political studies/science 
conferences. Members are also eligible to apply for travel 
grants to attend ECN events. For further information please 
email us, and we will be happy to provide further details

The Political Studies Association (PSA) is committed to supporting the next generation of political 
scientists through its Early Career Network (ECN). The PSA ECN exists to represent the interests 
of postgraduate students, postdoctoral researchers and early career academics within the PSA. It 
opens a space that specifically addresses the interests and needs of postgraduates and early career 
researchers in an independent, peer-based environment, while still getting support and guidance 
from the Executive Committee of the PSA when required.

Your ECN Committee 
Chair, Heather Alberro

Nottingham Trent University 
Secretary, Nick Kirsop-Taylor

University of Exeter
Events Officer, Nick Dickinson

University of Exeter
Treasurer, Lawrence McKay

University of Manchester
Communications Officer, Liam Mcloughlin

University of Salford

E C N  C o m m it t e e  e m a i l : e c n @ p s a .a c .u k



O V E R V I E W

10:00-10:30 - Arrival Coffee and Breakfast

10:30-11:30 - Leaving Higher Education: career paths outside 
the higher education sector, and how to get into them.

With Dr. Paula Black (Nottingham Civic Exchange), Dr. Rebecca 
Mavin (Borders and Immigration Inspectorate), and George Green-
wood (The Times)

11:30-11:45 - 15min Break

11:45-12:45 - From PhD to Tenure: how to piece together work 
until you find a secure position.

12:45-1:30 - Lunch and Networking

1:30-2:30 - Keynote: Dr. Tony McNulty on Higher Education 
after a Career in Politics.

2:30-3:00 - Tea and Coffee

3:00-4:30 - Academic Recruitment: what academic recruitment 
panels are looking for and how to demonstrate it.

With Prof. Rose Gann (NTU), Prof. Alasdair Blair (DMU), Prof. Sue 
Pryce (Nottingham) and Prof. Matt Henn (NTU).

4.30pm Close/Informal Drinks

PSA Bridging the Gap 2019 Programme overview

All sessions will take place in T h e  L o f t , within the Nottingham Trent’s Student Union Building



V E N U E

Venue & Travel
The event will be held at Nottingham Trent Student’s Union build-
ing, Shakespeare Street, Nottingham, NG1 4GH. Which is number 

16 on the below campus map.



V E N U E

Rail - Nottingham Trent’s campus is well served by rail (Nottingham Railway Station – NOT).  To get to the 
student’s union from Nottingham Train Station, you can catch the purple northbound Nottingham Ex-
press Transit to Nottingham Trent University Tram stop (every 4 minutes), or you could walk, which would 
take roughly 20 minutes.

Car - The campus is located near serveral local motorway network connections, with the M1 passing 
close to west of the city, the A42/M42 to the south-west, and the A1(M) to the east. Although for environ-
mental reasons we recommend taking public transport if possible.

The university does not provide parking for visitors, but there are a number of public car parks nearby. 
See www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/carparks for available car parks nearby. The University recommends the 
Forest Park & Ride Tram service as particularly convenient.

Taxi - Nottingham is serviced by popular taxi apps such as Uber and MyTaxi. There is also the local DG 
Cars which can be booked online at their website or via telephone (0115 9 500 500 / 0115 9 607 607)

Accessibility requirements
If you have any additional accessibility issues, please contact us before hand via email (ecn@psa.co.uk) 
and we will be able to provide advice or make suitable arrangements.

Accommodation
There is no specific conference hotel for this event but Nottingham has many hotels in the area to choose 
from. However, if you are planning to book a hotel for the night of the 6th, we recommend booking early.

Travel links and additional information

• National Rail Website for rail information and tickets: https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ Remember you 
can save money on rail tickets by booking early and using a rail card if you have one. 

• Nottingham Express Transit website: https://www.thetram.net/ 

• Additional Travel directions on the Nottingham Trent website: https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/vis-
it-us/maps-and-locations 

Getting here



Route from Nottingham Railway Station to Nottingham Trent Student’s Union

V E N U E




