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The German Politics Specialist Group, supported by the Institute for German Studies at the 

University of Birmingham, invites paper proposals for its annual workshop at the University of 

Birmingham on Friday, 26 October 2018. 

 

We seek contributions with a focus on the dynamics of integration and disintegration of German 

politics in insecure times. These dynamics may include considerable changes to the German party 

system, widening inequalities, and integration and immigration policies. Germany’s policy towards 

the European Union and its foreign policy, as well as its export-led economic model are also 

challenged, in particular by US President Trump’s economic nationalism and withdrawal from 

multilateralism. In addition, several EU projects are at a decisive stage in their development: Will 

Brexit act as a turning point for political integration on the continent and Germany’s leadership role 

in it? Can the ‘Franco-German motor’ be restarted to stabilise the Eurozone? Is Germany’s 

traditional pro-EU stance under threat from populist parties inside and outside Germany? 

 

For this one-day workshop, we welcome papers related, but not limited, to the following topics: 

 

• Conceptualising the dynamics of integration and disintegration 

• The new Bundestag: the disintegration of parliamentary democracy? 

• German parties and their voters: a disintegrating system of representation? 

• Germany and the disintegration of the global order 

• Germany’s role in post-Brexit Europe 

• Wither the Eurozone: is further integration the only game in town? 

• German asylum policy in a European context 

• The integration of minority communities in Germany 

• The German welfare state and demographic change 

 

We welcome interdisciplinary and comparative approaches. Early career researchers and doctoral 

students are particularly encouraged to submit a paper proposal. 

 

Please submit your abstract of no more than 200 words to Ivor Bolton 

(ivormbolton@googlemail.com) by 15 August 2018. Also contact Ivor should you have any 

questions about the workshop.  

 

We look forward to receiving your abstracts! 


