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Although there has been a recent upswing in global economic growth, the recovery 
of advanced economies from the 2007-2008 Global Financial Crisis is not yet 
complete. Whilst some advanced economies have demonstrated a strong economic 
performance, growth has been weak in others, and inflation has remained largely 
below target. International financial organisations have highlighted how the 
economic outlook remains mixed for advanced economies; however, the 
combination of interest rates near the zero-lower bound and competition between 
states to attract capital investment has rendered traditional monetary and fiscal 
policy responses to encourage economic growth largely ineffectual. Additionally, 
although the post-crisis economic governance has focused on restoring economic 
growth and financial stability, it has caused resources and attention to be diverted 
from other important social, political and environmental factors, which have had 
significant consequences for the wider political economy within and between nations. 
These issues highlight the importance of examining how advanced economies can 
boost potential output whilst ensuring its benefits are broadly shared in order to 
counter social and political challenges that have arisen and may develop further in 
the future. 
 
The broadly conceived field of Political Economy offers a productive means to 
develop insights to the multiple causes and consequences of these areas of 
convergence and divergence in economic growth. Therefore, this workshop invites 
papers examining these issues in national, international, comparative, or historical 
contexts, and welcomes analyses from a variety of different theoretical and 
methodological perspectives. Across multiple sessions, this workshop will encourage 
a pluralistic examination into the how advanced capitalisms can meet the economic, 
social and political challenges of slow growth.  
 
Themes:  

• Convergence and divergence of economic growth models 

• Social and political counter movements 

• Environmental sustainability and growth 

• Institutional change and financial governance 

• New patterns of inequality 

• Areas of divergence within and between national capitalisms 
 
Please submit paper abstracts of approximately 250 words to James Wood 
(james.d.wood@kcl.ac.uk) by March 31st 2018. 
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