
Call for papers: 

 

Please find below details of an international conference organized by the Department of 

Politics and International Relations at Nottingham Trent University and the Wilfried Martens 

Centre for European Studies, the official think tank of the European People’s Party based in 

Brussels. To be held at Nottingham Trent University on October 12th 2017. 

 

The theme of the conference is: The End of the West? Challenges to Europe’s liberal order. 

The plan is for a plenary session at the beginning and conclusion of the conference, and three 

simultaneous panels on distinct but connected themes between the plenaries. Participants will 

include senior politicians and policy practitioners from the European institutions and 

academics working in the field of European politics and international relations. 

 

We invite academic colleagues working in any of the broad areas identified in the schedule 

attached to this letter to submit, in the first instance and by the end of August, a working title 

and a brief synopsis of their proposed paper. These proposals will be duly considered by the 

conference organizing committee and authors of papers selected by the advisory committee 

will be allocated a place on one of the three panels. The intention is to publish the collection 

of papers in an edited volume, either in-house by the Martens Centre, or otherwise by a 

commercial publisher. 

 

Proposals for papers should be sent to Dr Michael O’Neill, Reader in Politics: email 

address michael.oneill@ntu.ac.uk 

 

  

mailto:michael.oneill@ntu.ac.uk


 

The End of the West?  Challenges to Europe’s liberal 

order 
Thursday October 12th 2017 at Nottingham Trent University 

 

Opening plenary session: Keynote address  

 

The conference will then separate into three simultaneous panels to discuss distinct but broadly related 

themes 

 

1. Europe after Brexit  

[suggested topics: impact / consequences for UK / EU relations / soft or hard Brexit: reviewing the 

options / EU rebooted and reformed? / reviving the Franco-German partnership / consequences for 

European security / the limits of European integration / The UK post Brexit: ‘splendid’ isolation 

or accelerated decline?] 

 

2. The liberal international order and the future of Atlanticism after Trump 

[The cultural meaning of Atlanticism: ‘strangers or cousins’? / ‘Trumpism’ and the structural 

challenge to liberal internationalism / Atlantic drift: Atlantic relations since the end of the Cold 

War  / reviving Nato: challenges and futures / the future shape of European security / the changing 

priorities of American foreign policy / a troubled neighbourhood: Europe’s relations with Russia]  

 

3. The impact of populist politics on the European liberal order  

[elite disconnect and the ‘hollowed out’ liberal state / cultural anxiety, identity politics and the 

future of liberal democracy / the immigration issue and its consequences for liberal politics / Can 

mainstream centrist parties respond to the nativist challenge? / Islamism and white nativism: 

mutually dependent paranoias?]  

 

Final plenary and discussants panel: review of the three panels 

❖  

 


