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Conflicting Europeanisation: Discourses, Identities and Audiences in the Making of Post-Crisis Europe 

 

This is a special issue contribution call for a special issue with Contemporary Politics entitled 

“Conflicting Europeanisation: Discourses, Identities and Audiences in the Making of Post-Crisis 

Europe”. The special issue will be submitted for consideration on 1st March 2020 to be published by 

2021.  

The special issue departs from Conflicting Europeanisation, Future of Europe, and Migration work 

package of European Commission funded project RESPOND: Multi-level Governance of Migration in 

Europe and Beyond (https://www.respondmigration.com/projx). This work package is led by 

Glasgow Caledonian University and Austrian Academy of Sciences – Institute for Urban and Regional 

Research. The special issue will be edited by James Foley, Umut Korkut, , Ivan Josipovic, , and Ursula 

Reeger.  

 This special issue will promote original research about the politicisation of “Europe” over issues of 

migration, identity, and austerity. The complications of “Brexit” and the results of the 2019 

European Parliament election suggest that public attitudes to European integration are more 

complex than existing categories of Europhile, Eurosceptic and Euro-reject might suggest. 

Increasingly, we are seeing the emergence of rival European identities and European projects, with 

many “populist”, nationalist and illiberal currents seeking power and influence within institutions 

rather than outside of them. But to what extent do these elite political formations reflect everyday 

public deliberations over Europe? Have we seen, contrary to recent expectations, the emergence of 

a “European demos”, and if so, what political character does this have? Conceptually, to what extent 

have macro-level discourses and conflicts over Europe created “audiences” lower down? We are 

looking to trace the geography, identity, culture, and gender elements that could affect the nature 

of such deliberations. 

Europeanisation literature dates back to the 1990s, particularly concentrating on informing the 

accession processes of new EU Member States and Turkey. This literature adopted a particularly 

institutionalist approach and macro-political outlook on the course of Europeanisation. There has 

been an identity element essential to this research as well, though it has concentrated on macro- 

identities of that accession states vied to present, rather than how Europeanisation clashed and 

conflicted with micro-identities. The identity focus in this literature presented Hungary, Czech 

Republic and Poland as the most ready Europeanisers, given their Central European geography, 

culture, history and alike). Yet, we in fact see that particularly Poland and Hungary have become the 

most problematic EU members (Korkut 2012) with Czech Republic replicating the independence 

rhetoric of the UK Conservative Party. Recently, there is a shift in Europeanisation research to 

understand identity politics in a more succinct way in effect to various crises, which foregrounds 

how identity contributed to further politicisation of Euro and Schengen crises (Borzel and Risse 

2017). Yet, even this frame of Europeanisation still does not reach out to the micro-level.  

In response to these literatures, we are looking to trace how identity reconfigurations at this level is 

in fact the space where Europeanisation is debated, deliberated, and negotiated vis-à-vis the local, 

regional, and national identities of the public.  

https://www.respondmigration.com/projx


We are interested in receiving paper abstracts (1,000 words) that reflect on theories of 

Europeanisation, identity, migration, humanitarianism, and populism. We will give preference to 

paper abstracts that deal with audience-making practices of the political elites in order to relate 

Europeanisation to everyday politics. These kinds of papers can reflect on migration, borders, elite 

discourses, and identity issues.  A gender and sexualities oriented scope would also be welcome in 

analysing these practices.  

We will be accepting paper abstracts up to 1,000 words until 15.09.2019 to be submitted to 

umut.korkut@gcu.ac.uk and james.foley@gcu.ac.uk. The editorial team will make decisions on 

submitted abstracts by the end of September 2019. The authors then will be expected their papers 

by the end of year. The editors will then make the final decision on whom to include to this special 

issue and will submit the special issue for consideration to Contemporary Politics by February 2020.  
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