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Many of the young people expressed concerns about a lack of knowledge or access to 
information in their schools, colleges, and local communities about devolution to Greater 
Manchester. Many also felt unable to discuss Devo Manc with their family and friends. 
Although most were politically engaged and had a keen interest in current affairs, they 
noted that media and politics internet sites they used typically focused on national rather 
than local or regional news. The professed lack of knowledge amongst young people 
across Greater Manchester about devolution highlighted the potential risk of a future 
generation of ill-formed and disengaged citizens. There is a demand and urgent need for 
the creation of a citizenship education programme in Greater Manchester’s schools and 
colleges which focuses on devolution to the region.  It should provide opportunities for 
young people to engage with politicians and policy-makers both within their schools and 
colleges but also though youth-representative bodies such as local authority youth councils. 
Such a programme will take time to develop and implement though. As such, there is an 
urgent need for the engagement of young people through a sustained public information 
campaign in the run up to the inaugural Greater Manchester ‘Metro-Mayor’ election in 
May 2017. This will help redress the professed lack of knowledge  by Greater Manchester 
residents of all ages.

Policy makers need to urgently work towards developing new systems that allow young 
people to engage and consult with politicians and policy-makers about the co-design and 
delivery of local public services. These may include initiatives such as creating a Greater 
Manchester-wide Youth Assembly, involving representatives from local authority youth 
councils and other representative bodies, schools and colleges, and local communities.  
In addition, policy-makers should consider ways to engage with young people using social 
and digital media. Policy makers should also consider the merits of voting age reform for 
local authority and Greater Manchester metro-mayor election.s Lowering the voting age  
to 16 could encourage political parties and Greater Manchester metro-mayoral candidates 
to design youth-focused policies and engage with young voters not only at election time 
but on a sustained basis.
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28%
believed their voice mattered

26%
knew about devolution to GM
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