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The complexities inherent in environmental policy-making are numerous and increasingly 

prominent given the imminent threat climate change poses to modern life
1

. However, despite this 

intimidating prospect a clear priority for policy-making is to identify that climate change has to be 

managed and confronted on all levels of society. As a result, this research delves into the notion of 

where the drive and direction for such an all-encompassing solution should stem from. This is 

because we have seen a myriad of differing stances on how to combat climate change and where 

the effort should come from to achieve the goal of mitigating it. For example, some have implied 

that the longevity and scale of climate change warrants a uniform response from a centrally 

planned doctrine
2

 even if this could deprive regions of their autonomy. Others have also argued 

similarly radical positions such as New Municipalism
3

 where local communities make changes in 

cells to then become a busy, collaborative network that would force government to recognise the 

seriousness of such a social movement. However, this too is fraught with problems surrounding the 

authority and mandate communities would have and whether the local resources of one area 

compared to another could lead to a huge amount of inequality in the availability of greener 

lifestyles.  

 

With respect as to how these perspectives have been analysed, insights have largely been found 

through desk-based research. Saying this, interaction and interviews with environmental pressure 

groups, academics and local government officials have also played a key role in informing this 

research. Additionally, this work utilises regions such as Greater Manchester as case studies in 

order to help determine what structures currently exist and how they may currently be proving 

ineffective or undemocratic. This assertion is made because the region has had a history of 

focusing its environmental policies on the urban heart of Manchester as well as difficulty in 

transforming into a greener economy
4

. The region, like many others could also be evaluated in 

how it has continued pursuing sustainable growth and urban resilience against climate change 

 
1 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2019/08/4.-SPM_Approved_Microsite_FINAL.pdf 
2 http://www.homepages.ed.ac.uk/shs/Climatechange/Geo-politics/Nature%20-
%20Overshoot,%20adapt%20and%20recover.pdf 
3 https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12520 
4 http://dro.dur.ac.uk/9375/ 
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rather than means to mitigate it
5

. Additional uses in observing Greater Manchester can be seen in 

how it informs conclusions. For example, the region’s response to its pre-2020 average output of 

over 12 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent
6

 adds insight into how a high output region 

functions when creating environmental policy. This then helps create arguments around how to 

establish the best policies and frameworks to lower carbon emissions in other urban settings.  

 

The general conclusions of this piece are that although centralisation may be a way forward, it is 

difficult to see how central government could dedicate enough time to fully consider the 

implications of climate change on every region and thus determine proper regional responses. 

However, in considering arguments made in favour of greater local efforts stemming from active 

citizen groups, this research stipulates that a new form of parliament or elected position solely 

focused on the environmental issues of each nation would allow for citizens to actively follow 

developments pertaining to the environment and environmental policy-making. Additionally, one 

could argue that this would allow for greater democracy in the creation of environmental policies 

which in themselves would potentially be more considerate towards the entirety of a particular 

region rather than specific localities as local government has. Lastly, this mechanism may not only 

create tailored agendas when compared to central government but it could also properly prioritise 

the more ambitious environmental initiatives that have been requested of central government since 

2016
7

.  
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