
Competitive 
Applications



Overview
• What does it mean to be competitive?

• What the data says 

• Admissions process overview 

• Personal statement 

• Aptitude and admissions tests 

• Interviews 

• Getting started 



How about King’s?

• King’s offers over 145 courses

• We receive over 45,000 applications

• 50% are for nine programmes

• 70% are for 20 programmes





Applications by subject 
group 2015 cycle 

1. Subjects allied to Medicine
2. Business and Admin studies
3. Creative Arts and Design
4. Biological Sciences
5. Social Studies

Source: UCAS June deadline analysis



Alternative courses

• Shoulder subjects
• Different name, similar course
• Look at module choices available
• Wider interests?
• Research undertaken in department
• Consider skills and competencies



Rolling 
decisions made 

but some 
decisions held 

until 15 Jan

Providing all 
relevant or 
follow up 

information 
helpful to speed 

things along

Not having an 
immediate 

decision is not 
always an 

indication of a 
negative result

Closely 
assessed, 

against each 
other = 

decisions may 
take longer

September: 
Applications 
open 

15 October –
deadline for 
medicine, 
dentistry, vet & 
Oxbridge

15 January –
deadline for all 
other courses 
and HEPs

You may or 
may not be able 
to change your 
course choice 

during this 
process

Wait for results 
for Aptitude 

tests 
November - Jan

Admissions process



The Application Form

1. Personal information

2. Course choice

3. Education information

4. Employment information

5. Personal statement

6. Reference



What do we look for?

• Suitably qualified including previous 
academic achievement 
– GCSEs or AS-Levels

• Aptitude tests
• Required work experience
• A genuine enthusiasm for the subject
• Good fit between applicant and course
• Research into the subject

University admissions often analyse and 
score personal statements to see how 
each statement rates compared to other 
students who have applied



Selection is holistic

Key information used in selection:
• Predicted and achieved results in public 

examinations
• UCAS Personal Statement
• UCAS Reference
• Aptitude or other tests
• Performance at interview
• Contextual data



Personal Statement

• Applicants should tell universities what 

excites them about their chosen course

• Helpful if applying for competitive 

courses

• Cover requirements for all courses being 

applied for

Universities are explicit on their websites, 
often providing criteria



Five choices, one 
personal statement 

• Does the weighting marry the 
structure of the programme? 

• Opportunity for supporting 
statement? 

• Is there enough of an overlap if 
applying for a joint honours?



What to include

• 75+% relevant to academic pursuits in and 
outside of school/college

• Key skills and competencies
• Work experience or placements

Core knowledge and technical 
fluency, focus and 

determination, ability to 
learn independently

What are 
we looking 

for?



What to include
• Academic engagement outside of 

the curriculum: 
– summer schools
– lectures
– exhibitions
– wider reading
– out of the ordinary
– other wider exploration
– relevant work experience

• Be selective, critical and analytical 
– don’t cram everything in –
expand, enrich, improve

• Write clearly and with integrity



Potential Pitfalls:



Potential Pitfalls: Thesaurus 

Thesaurus’d

I recall how energized I was when my matriarch informed me 
there was an adolescent my maturity propelling into the aged 
brick dwelling, the one Mr. Bukowski expired in

Original:

I remember how excited I was when my mother told me 
there was a kid my age moving into the old brick house, 
the one Mr. Bukowski died in



Potential Pitfalls: Exaggeration 

“I’ve wanted to be a doctor since I 

was in the womb”



Potential Pitfalls: Plagiarism 



“Ever since I accidentally burnt holes in my 

pyjamas after experimenting with a chemistry set 

on my eighth birthday, I have always had a 

passion for science.”

234

Potential Pitfalls: Plagiarism 



Potential Pitfalls: Grammar and Punctuation  

“Let’s eat Grandma”

Or

“Let’s eat, Grandma”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPoJK8gFMiY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPoJK8gFMiY


Structure of the statement

 Why do you want to study the subject?

 What do you currently enjoy in your A-level studies

 Any outside reading/ interest in the subject

 Any (ideally relevant) work experience/voluntary 
work/ clubs 

 Spare time





Admissions tests – TSA?
• A way to differentiate between a number of good 
applicants

• Another opportunity to show universities how good 
applicants are

• Can assess professional and course competencies

• Can’t always revise but can do practice tests –
timing is often key

Specimen papers are often available online



Types of interviews

• 2 to 1 interview
• Panel  interview
• Multiple mini interviews
• Group interview/assessment days

Chance for applicants to interview the 
university!

past questions can often 
be found online



What can you do now?

• Research the course
• Start application early
• Read widely around chosen subject area
• Undertake any necessary work experience 

or volunteering
• Prepare and practise for any admissions 

tests or interviews



Questions?

Thanks for listening.


