
Morning Round up of PSA Sessions: The Local State, and Energy Policy 
 

 Welcome to the PSA Conference 2013, this is my first blog post of many to 
come over our three-day take over of City Hall. We’ll be bringing you the updates 
on the sessions you’ve missed or perhaps those you’ve attended. Please feel free 
to join the PSA online conversation. We’ll be on Twitter at #psa13 so re-tweet, 
post pictures and tag your experiences. I’m a Cardiff University journalism 
student, so I’ll be listening in on as many discussions as I can, cutting through the 
academic jargon to bring you the latest news and updates. Here’s my round up of 
some of the morning’s sessions.  
 My first session of the day was ‘Austerity, the Local State and Public 
Services,’ chaired by Helen Sullivan. This was a discussion on the local state, and 
a continued conversation from the Edinburgh conference in 2010. The 
discussion raised questions over the future of the local state, how resistance can 
be carried out through the local state, and it’s meaning today. Presenting their 
current papers were: Steven Griggs, Neil Barnett, Tom Entwistle, Valeria 
Guarneros-Meza, and Madeleine Pill.  
 In trying to find a way to talk about the local state today, it’s easy to find 
yourself guilty of a ‘golden age’ lament, harking back to a time when local 
influence was apparently stronger and more democratic.  This was perhaps the 
case in these talks, there was a look back to 70’s theory on the local state from 
people like Dearlove, and reference to case studies like Clay Cross council, 
referred to jokingly as ‘socialism in one town’. However, does this help in finding 
solutions today? The key problem seems to be a need for a new way to interact 
with the local council. 

As a democratic site, the local certainly seem worthy of more political 
studies consideration, since it’s the site where we define ourselves in relation to 
other social groups. Although the rise of urbanisation, neoliberalism, and 
austerity cuts to local councils, have made connecting with local governance 
increasingly difficult. David Cameron pushed his ‘Big Society’ idea, but it surely it 
seems more meaningful to engage with the existing local council rather than 
creating a vague simple localism? This is definitely discussion open for much 
further consideration. If you attended the second part of this part, please 
comment and update the developments.  
 The second session I sat in on, tied in with the local state debate rather 
appropriately. There were case studies from Scotland and Wales, which showed 
how collaboration on a local level could bring about notable change, and in this 
case sustainability and energy change. The key speakers were Elin Royles, Nicola 
McEwen and Stevie Upton. Nicola talked about the case of the Western Isles 
where 97% of their energy was imported and locals suffered the highest fuel 
poverty in the UK. However, as a solution, the local community purchased their 
own wind turbine and improved their situation. Admittedly this was about 
energy not climate change, but it showed what can be done when local 
collaboration happens.  

From Stevie and Elin, they debated whether Wales should have more 
energy powers at a local level, but the issues were raised over the capacities in 
Wales to actually carry out these powers. Wales has been heralded as a leading 
innovator in climate change, although it is questionable whether they have the 
actual facilities to carry out change, especially when at the moment the most 
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apparent difference between Wales and England is the 5p plastic bag charge. But, 
with the set up of the Climate Change Commission for Wales, there is hoped to be 
more integration between independent actors and an increased political will for 
energy policy change.  
 I’ll be providing a write-up on the contentious and exciting Leveson talks 
later, recounting the best of the tweets, along with my favourite phrase of the 
day  “Twitchhunt.” More updates soon. 
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