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Introduction 

Following the publication of The Right Skills as part of the Academy’s Flagship Skills Project, the 
British Academy has taken forward several strands of work based on the report’s findings and 
recommendations. 
 
One such strand of work is looking at the value of high-level art, humanities and social sciences 
(AHSS) research skills to the wider economy and society and how to better understand the 
pathways of AHSS postgraduate researchers who end up beyond academia or in roles which 
traverse the normal distinctions between academia and other sectors.  
 
Following a stakeholder roundtable on doctoral graduate pathways, the British Academy was 
encouraged to collect further data and evidence on the diversity of career pathways taken by 
doctoral graduates in AHSS disciplines. One aspect of this work is the collection of doctoral 
graduate case studies.  
 
The case studies are aimed at highlighting the value of high-level research skills in AHSS doctoral 
study and the opportunities and barriers to utilising this value. They are intended for a variety of 
audiences, including employers, policymakers, academic and professional staff in higher education, 
and prospective and current doctoral students.  
 
The Academy is looking to publish the case studies into a single volume and may also consider 
displaying them online on its web site, with permission from the authors. The case studies will 
include a photograph of the individual alongside their text.  

Criteria for case studies 

The Academy are looking for individuals who would be willing to write approximately 300-500 
words reflecting on their carer pathway from their time as a doctoral student to present.  

We are looking for individuals who:  
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 Hold a doctorate in a disciplinary field within the arts, humanities or social sciences  

 Have worked or are currently working in roles outside of research and teaching in higher 
education 

 Can demonstrate how they have utilised knowledge and skills from their doctoral research 
in their career  

 Are willing to give an honest and critical reflection on their experience of doctoral research 
in AHSS subjects 

We’re happy to have examples from people who completed their doctorate some time ago and we 
are interested in showcasing the value of research degrees at different stages of a career.  

Style and content 

The Academy does not intend to be overly prescriptive on the style and content of the case studies 
as we are interested in bringing out the authentic voice of the individual and their reflections.  

We would encourage the case studies to reflect on the following themes: 

 Sketching out your career pathway from doctoral research onwards, picking up on any key 
moments and decisions 

 Your own understanding of how the knowledge, skills and experience of academic research 
helped shape your career pathway 

 The opportunities and barriers for researchers to traverse the boundaries between 
academia and careers beyond academia  

 Any personal insights into how doctoral students, particularly those in the arts, humanities 
and social sciences, can succeed beyond traditional academic career routes  

 Any advice to employers on why they should consider recruiting more AHSS doctoral 
graduates   

How to take part 

Please contact Dr Adam Wright (a.wright@thebritishacademy.ac.uk) at the British Academy for 
more details and to propose a case study. 

The Academy expects all case study drafts to be submitted by Friday 31st August. We will aim to 
publish the case studies in Autumn 2019.   

All case studies will go through an editing process and any changes will be agreed with the author 
before publication. In the event that we receive considerably more case studies than we expected, 
or a disproportionate number of case studies from particular subjects or groups, we may decide not 
to publish all case studies in order to ensure diversity and a reasonable balance.   


