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The Political Studies Association
The Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom was founded in 1950. The Association’s 
main objective, as set out in Clause 3 of the company’s Memorandum of Association, is to 
promote the development of political studies and to encourage education and the advancement 
of learning in the art and science of government and in other branches of the political sciences. The 
Association is an international and self-governing body composed of many of the social scientific 
communities’ leading academics.

Trustees and Governance  
The Trustees of the Association form the Executive Committee.
During 2014 - 2015, the members of the Executive 
Committee were as follows:

Chair
Professor Matthew Flinders 

Vice-Chair
Dr Rosie Campbell 

Honorary Treasurer
Professor John Benyon

Honorary Secretary
Professor Paul Carmichael 

Members of Executive Committee
Professor Terrell Carver

Dr Alistair Clark

Professor Neil Collins

Dr Rose Gann

Dr Matthew Goodwin

Dr Cathy Gormley-Heenan

Dr Richard Hayton

Professor Will Jennings

Professor Andrew Massey

Dr Rainbow Murray

Dr Heather Savigny

Dr Alison Statham

Trustees are appointed to the Executive Committee via an election process in which a ballot by 
single transferable vote of the whole membership is held. Several trustees (maximum of four) may be 
appointed by co-option for a period of one year.

The Executive Committee convenes four times a year and the Annual General Meeting takes place at 
the annual conference. 
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Reflecting on a lively year
This is the second year in which the PSA has released a full-colour magazine as a way of reporting on our 

highlights from the year gone by. As you will see, the Association has been as busy as ever, engaging with 

academics, students, schools, the media, policy makers and others. 

As a long-standing member and supporter of the PSA, I was honoured to be elected as Chair mid-way through a 

year which saw the Association continue to lead the way in organising a wide range of events, lectures and briefings. 

My period as Chair will be driven by the principles of ambition, professionalism and visibility and in many ways this 

builds upon the solid foundations that have been established by previous chairs, trustees and members. 

I am happy to report that being a member of the PSA gives your more benefits than ever. With the opening 

of our new head office in London, members now have a quiet area to work in the exciting surroundings of the 

famous West End. Inside this report, you will read about the other benefits of membership in a collection of 

short articles detailing how we have funded ‘exchangers’ to present their research abroad, organised for our 

postgraduate members to experience the thrills of working full-time in Westminster and supported teachers 

and schools in their on-going efforts to ensure that the important subject of Government and Politics is offered 

to students at A-Level.  Although understandably less visible when placed against some of the PSA’s other 

workstreams, we have in 2014-2015 been incredibly busy and I think influential in terms of our campaigning 

and lobbying role. The specialist groups continue to act as the real engine of the Association and the two Chair’s 

Commissions are working hard to think about the options for the organisation going forward.  

If you are a PSA member, we hope that this report reassures you that your membership fee is being put to positive 

use. If you are not a member, then we are certain that our successes in 2014-2015 will do more than enough to 

convince you that signing up for PSA membership will be a very worthwhile investment. My aim as Chair is to 

drive-up membership in a positive way by increasing the benefits of joining to the extent that nearly everyone feels 

that they are part of a rich and supported academic community. Reforms that have yet to be implemented but 

were passed at the 2015 Annual General Meeting will further foster a sense of inclusion and more opportunities for 

participation and equality and diversity are now at the centre of everything the PSA is doing. 

Finally, I’d like to thank all the trustees, central staff and 

members for their time, energy and commitment to the 

Association. From issues around research funding and the REF 

process to open access and the future of citizenship education, 

through to supporting schools and raising the profile of the 

journal, the activities of the PSA have grown significantly and 

will continue to grow in 2015. There are challenges on the 

horizon but there are also opportunities and my intention is, 

through a focus on visibility, ambition and professionalism, 

to locate the PSA at the forefront of the learned society 

community so that we can respond in a strategic and collective 

manner rather than being simply buffeted by external forces. 

Work towards this ambition has already begun…

Matthew Flinders

Chair
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A year of change
Reflecting on what to include in my report, sitting at 

my desk in the PSA’s new Jermyn Street office, a stone’s 

throw from Piccadilly Circus, it struck me how radically 

the “face” of the Association has changed over the course 

of the last twelve months.

At the end of June 2014 Charlie Jeffery and Jacqui Briggs 

came to the end of three successful years as Chair and 

Vice-Chair respectively and were succeeded by Matt 

Flinders and Rosie Campbell, ushering in a far-reaching 

agenda of reform. This summer John Benyon is standing 

down as Honorary Treasurer after more than twenty years 

of hard work and commitment to the PSA. Although the 

finance function has moved to London, the tradition of 

Leicester-based Treasurers continues, with Alasdair Blair 

taking over the financial reins.

On the staffing front we have also seen wholesale 

change with Jamie Ralph taking over from Jack Neenan 

as Communications and Media Relations Officer and 

Danielle Bailey replacing Louise Bates as Events and 

Marketing Manager in the summer of 2014. Just a few 

months earlier James Ludley joined the PSA in the new role of Programme Development Officer and this 

April we welcomed Shazia Ijaz as our new Finance, Planning and Resources Officer. Wonderful as the old team 

were, the new staff members have taken on the many new challenges set by Matt, Rosie and me with great 

efficiency and enthusiasm and have impressed all who work with them.

In the midst of all these personnel changes the Association moved office and are now happily installed in a 

bright and wonderfully located space in the very centre of London. Westminster is a ten minute walk away 

through St James’s Park and the Institute of Government and the British Academy are just five minutes down 

the road. The LSE, UCL, Birkbeck and King’s are also within easy walking distance.  Members are reminded 

that so long as they ring a day in advance to check on availability, they are welcome to work from the office 

when they are in London.  

A final major change is yet to come at the end of this year. The PSA has decided to part ways with Wiley and is 

currently in the final stages of contractual negotiations with a new publisher. The Association is hopeful that a 

new publishing deal can fund its fast expanding range of activities and also offer our members a new range of 

exciting online services. When an agreement with a new publisher has been reached, members can be assured 

that they will be the first to know via our website, newsletters and social media accounts.

All in all the PSA is in robust shape as we move forward.

Helena Djurkovic

CEO
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Chair’s Commissions –  
Reaching Out and Adding Depth
In November 2014, the PSA announced its intention to 

establish two new Chair’s Commissions as a strategic 

tool through which to undertake a fundamental review 

of how the PSA operates in terms of member services, 

membership groups, the educational journey and a host 

of other issues.

The role of the Chair’s Commissions is to examine 

the strategic future of the PSA in order to provide 

new options and new opportunities. This is based on the need to increase the visibility, professionalism and 

ambition of the PSA. The response to the call for nominations was tremendous and the Executive Committee 

would like to thank all those members of the profession who so generously offered to contribute their time, 

energy and experience. 

The Commissions will be active and visible over the next six months and everyone – members and non-members, 

teachers and students, political scientists and scholars from any other disciplines – should feel encouraged to 

engage with them. For more information on the Chair’s Commissions, including the full membership of each 

Commission, visit https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/chairs-commissions-reaching-out-and-adding-depth 

Plans are also in place to establish two new Research Commissions in the second half of 2015. Each of the 

Commissions will address an issue of strategic importance and reflect on how the study of politics might 

respond to challenges and opportunities raised by the changing scope and form of politics in the 21st Century. 

They will be expected to report back to the Executive Committee by March 2016. 

Introducing Total Exposure – Bringing academics 
and the broadcast media together in 2015-16 
The PSA launched a new initiative for members at the Annual Conference in Sheffield in April 2015. Total 

Exposure is designed to bring the very best political scientists together with Britain’s most respected 

television and radio programme commissioners in order to make innovative new programming. If you have 

ever dreamt of having your research adapted for the screen or the airwaves, then Total Exposure is for you!

The concept of Total Exposure couldn’t be any easier. Members submit a ‘pitch’ 

– essentially an idea for a new television or radio show based on the study of 

politics – and after the deadline has passed on 31 October 2015, ten of the best 

pitches are chosen to go forward to a final event in London in January 2016. 

At the event, the ten finalists will present their pitches to an expert panel of 

broadcasters (from BBC, Channel 4 and Sky) who will consider the pitches and 

provide feedback and advice on the ideas.

Interested? Of course you are! Visit http://www.psa.ac.uk/totalexposure to 

download a full guide to Total Exposure and for more instructions on applying. 
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Offering our postgraduate members 
the chance to work in Westminster

Our paid internship programme for Postgraduate Network members, allowing 

them to work with the Scrutiny Unit in the House of Commons, went from 

strength to strength in 2014. The successful applicant for this exciting membership 

benefit for PhD students, Stuart Ingham, comments on his time in Westminster:

“I was afforded the opportunity by the PSA to take a work placement in the House 

of Commons Committee Office in November 2014. In that time I came to develop a 

much greater appreciation of our Parliamentary process and found the House to be 

an intellectually stimulating and rewarding place to work. I heartily recommend the 

placement scheme to fellow members of PSA."

The 2015 call for applications is now open on our website and PGN members have until 1 September 2015 to 

apply for up to two places on the PSA/House of Commons Placement Scheme. 

Political Studies shines in  
Research Excellence and Impact
In December 2014 the results of the REF (Research Excellence 

Framework) showed an increase in the overall GPA (Grade 

Point Average) for Politics and International Studies with more 

than 68% of politics research categorised as ‘world-leading’ or 

‘internationally excellent’.

On the basis of the discipline’s GPA score of 3.22 in the specific area of ‘impact’, political scientists have 

demonstrated that their research has real-world meaning and relevance. Great news for members of the PSA! 

The PSA and BISA held a joint event on 9 March 2015 at the Institute for Government to facilitate dialogue, 

reflection and informal feedback on the results of the 2014 Research Excellence Framework (REF). The 

atmosphere was friendly and constructive and the event was well-attended by Heads of Departments from all 

over the UK with a session with members of the Politics and International Relations sub panel in the morning 

and a roundtable discussion in the afternoon. Going forward, the plan is to now produce a joint ‘PSA/BISA 

REF2020 Strategic Planning Statement’ that will reflect on the lessons learned from REF2014, the advice offered 

by panel members, and the signals coming from HEFCE in order to produce a detailed statement themed around 

capacity building for the profession.

At the time of print, we are surveying our membership on their experiences with the REF process. Keep up-to-

date with our website and our latest newsletters for the results of this survey and for in-depth commentary on 

what we, as a discipline, can learn going forward towards the next REF exercise. 
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Civic Pride – Sheffield provides the 
setting for PSA Conference in 2015 
From the 30th of March to the 1st of April 2015, over 600 delegates attended the 65th PSA Annual 

International Conference in City Hall and Town Hall in Sheffield. ‘Civic Pride’ was the theme for three 

captivating days of discussion, debate and dialogue in sometimes rainy, sometimes sunny, South Yorkshire. 

Highlights included the Annual Leonard Schapiro Lecture, delivered by Professor Randall Hansen from 

the University of Toronto on the topic of Britain and Europe’s immigration crises, a plenary session with 

Professor John Dryzek of  the University of Canberra on deliberative democracy and a plenary roundtable 

featuring Professor John Curtice and Dr Robert Ford which considered if the mould of British Politics had 

finally been broken.

Over 200 guests flocked to Cutler’s Hall, Sheffield’s most prestigious venue, on Tuesday 31st of March 

for the PSA Annual Dinner where The Rt Hon John Bercow MP spoke to the audience about reforming 

Parliament which is, in his own words, ‘a process, not an event’. 

After heading north for the past two Annual Conferences, the PSA will most definitely be going south in 

2016, with the 66th Annual International Conference set to take place beside the seaside in lovely Brighton. 

See you there! 

New PGN committee elected
A new Postgraduate Network committee was elected unopposed in December. The new committee is as 

follows:

- Rebecca Partos (University of Sussex) – Chair

- Kate Mattocks (City University London) – Communications Officer

- Christina Taylor (Ulster University) – Events Officer

We would like to sincerely thank the outgoing committee, Orlanda Ward, Javier Sajuria and Jennifer 

Thomson for their fine work and dedication to the Postgraduate Network in recent times.

Two PGN Professional Development Conferences took place during 2014, the first in February in 

Birmingham and the second in mid-December at UCL. February’s theme was publishing and impact and 

December’s conference focused on teaching with a keynote talk on teaching quantitative methods and 

statistical anxiety from Dr Johan Adriensen, University of Leuven, in addition to sessions on publishing and 

using art galleries to teach politics. The publishing workshop sessions at both conferences were extremely 

well-received by the young academics present.
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Election Programme 2014-2015
2014 was a very busy year for our election Media Briefings with five briefings taking place between April and 

June.  In late April, the local elections were assessed with Colin Rallings, Michael Thrasher, John Curtice and 

Tony Travers providing their research to the assembled media.

In early May, our focus turned to the European elections. Richard Whitaker, Jane Green and Tim Bale discussed 

how the European elections would pan out in the UK while John Gaffney, Simon Green and Simon Hix revealed 

how they expected those in mainland Europe to vote.

The Scottish Independence Referendum in September was perhaps the political highlight of 2014. Our final 

Media Briefing in June brought together John Curtice, Ed Fieldhouse, Ailsa Henderson and Jan Eichorn who 

presented the journalists in attendance with some food for thought on which way the referendum would swing.  

All of our Media Briefings were filmed and are available to watch back on the official PSA YouTube Channel. 

In Spring 2015, our special General Election series of Media Briefings took place at the Institute for Government 

in London. On three separate occasions, some of our top election experts briefed the media on issues surrounding 

the local elections, the rise of the smaller parties and the latest forecasting and possible coalition permutations.  

All of the briefings were very well-attended and indeed, for the first time, saw many international journalists 

turn up to interview our panellists. BBC Parliament screened each of our Media Briefings and they were referred 

to in the print media in publications as far-reaching as The Australian, but also in more familiar newspapers a bit 

closer to home like The Guardian here in the UK. 

Our programme for the 2015 General Election was not only limited to our series of Media Briefings. In the 

run-up to the 7th of May, we trialled a number of Google Hangout discussions which were streamed live 

online for the public to watch. Issues like women voters, the EU and ethnic minorities were debated by a host 

of academics, journalists and people involved in think tanks and not-for-profits. These discussions were well-

received and have been watched back hundreds of times on our official YouTube Channel.

The Political Studies Association also collaborated with leading youth democracy movement Bite The Ballot 

(BTB) and cross-party education think-tank Demos to design a voter-matching tool for young people called 

‘Verto’. Verto was designed to help the UK’s 5.6 million potential young voters match their views and values 

against those of the political parties, their neighbours and the nation. Keeping the target demographic of 16-

24 year-olds in mind at all times, Verto was built to be simple, accessible, fast and intuitive. The PSA’s Young 

People’s Politics Specialist Group are now working with Demos to publish a report in August 2015 which will 

outline the findings from the data collected through the app. Watch this space!

With opinion polling companies releasing new figures daily on the predicted number of seats that each party 
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More Women Can 
Run: Susan J Carroll 
presents PSA Annual 
Lecture at LSE
Professor Susan J Carroll from Rutgers University in New 

Jersey presented the PSA Annual Lecture on Monday 24 

November at London School of Economics and Political 

Science (LSE).

In front of a packed audience, Carroll spoke at length about 

why women are underrepresented in politics. She also 

discussed Hillary Clinton's prospective presidential campaign 

in 2016 with a particular emphasis on gender and family. She 

was joined by a panel of discussants which included PSA PGN 

Chair Orlanda Ward and Professor Sarah Childs. The event was 

chaired by Dr Purna Sen.

The lecture was a hit on social media, with some tweeters 

calling Carroll's ideas both fascinating and inspiring. 

In 2015, two Annual Lectures will be held by the PSA. An 

academic lecture, given by life peer Baroness Afshar and a 

public lecture, given by political commentator Steve Richards, 

will take place in the autumn. 

would receive, the Association got in on the act in March with our own survey of election experts. Professor 

Will Jennings and Dr Chris Hanretty surveyed 577 academics, pollsters and journalists and the results of the 

survey were picked up by a number of media outlets, most notably BBC’s Daily Politics, who presented the 

results using a very neat infographic. Perhaps influenced by the polling companies at the time, our experts 

unsurprisingly got it very wrong. With such a historic unpredictable election result, we can now officially 

confirm that our experts are indeed just mere mortals…

9
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PSA ‘exchangers’ 
go global
PSA members continued to present their research worldwide in 2014 

with a number of successful applicants to the popular international 

exchange programme travelling far and wide to deliver papers. 

Toluca, Montevideo and Auckland were just some of the cities where 

sister organisations of the PSA hosted conferences attended by our 

members in 2014.  

The call for PSA ‘exchangers’ to travel to international conferences 

in 2015 has already gone out and features destinations like Korea 

and Argentina. Be sure to keep a look out on our website and in our 

newsletters for your chance to present your research abroad. 

A new HQ for the PSA
In August 2014, the Political Studies Association Head Office moved 

to a new location in Jermyn Street, London after four happy years at 

our previous base in Tabernacle Street. Our new office, in the heart of 

London’s West End has two rooms – a main office and a meeting room 

– and is a short walk from all those places that we have traditionally had 

to visit for meetings such as Westminster, UCL, LSE and the Institute for 

Government. With the addition of a new meeting room, we can now 

offer our members a quiet space to work when in London. 

The PSA also added 3 new members of staff in 2014. James Ludley joined as our new Programme Development 

Officer in April while in August, Jamie Ralph and Danielle Bailey were appointed as Communications and Media 

Relations Officer and Marketing & Events Manager respectively.

In April 2015, Shazia Ijaz was appointed as the Association’s new Finance Officer and will work from the London 

office on a part-time basis. 

Did you know? 
We gained 1510 new Twitter followers in 2014. At the time of print, we 

now have 5389 followers. Help us continue to boost this number again 

in 2015 by following @PolStudiesAssoc for all the news, views, blogs 

and links from the PSA.  
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Specialist Groups
The PSA has a network of over fifty specialist groups, providing a research focus for all members, and 

covering all fields of political science that are dedicated to the promotion of quality research within the 

profession. In 2015 the Association approved two new specialist groups, one on Latin American Politics and 

another on Political Violence and Terrorism.

The Association remains committed to supporting the work of all the specialist groups. In April 2014, the 

Association appointed James Ludley as Programme Development Officer, a new role designed to manage 

and respond to day-to-day issues arising from the Association’s specialist groups. The quality of the output 

and events from the specialist groups continued to improve in the past year. To support this, the Association 

holds a Specialist Group Convenors’ Conference in December of each year which offers the chance for group 

convenors to network and to discuss what is working well within their own group, to plan future events and 

as an opportunity for the groups to raise any issues to PSA Executive Committee members.

To view a list of our specialist groups, please visit https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa-communities/specialist-

groups

You are sure to find a group that suits you!

Heads meet in London
The Annual Heads of Department Conference took place on 

5 December 2014 at the Institute for Government. We had 

some great input and suggestions from various department 

heads and the final programme addressed some of the key 

issues currently preoccupying departments across the UK, 

including sessions on A-Level reform, workload models, UK 

research funding and the National Student Survey and fee 

implications.
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The Association’s four academic, peer-reviewed journals continued to have a very high 

standing worldwide within the discipline in 2014 while our full-colour magazine, Political 

Insight, has been a hit with teachers and students. 

BJPIR Currently has an impact factor of 1.566 and is a top 20 International Relations 

journal. 71 articles submitted to REF2014 were published in BJPIR, making it the journal 

with the third highest number of appearances in Politics and International Studies.

POLITICAL STUDIES The journal is currently ranked 59 of 161, with an Impact 

Factor of 0.939.

Submissions to Political Studies are currently running at close to one a day! 109 articles 

submitted to REF2014 were published in Political Studies, making it the journal with the 

highest number of appearances in Politics and International Studies.

POLITICAL STUDIES REVIEW Political Studies Review currently has an Impact 

Factor of 1.194 and it ranks an impressive 42 out of 161. 

POLITICS Submissions were up 34% in 2014. Turnaround time remained very fast in 

2014: initial decision in 7 days and final decision in 42.7 days

POLITICAL INSIGHT Full text downloads of Political Insight articles are up over 

50% year-on-year and submissions are growing steadily. The response to last year's 

redesign continues to be incredibly positive.

‘Rebels and Radicals’ theme inspires 
debate at PSA Conference in Manchester
In mid-April 2014, Manchester hosted the 64th PSA Annual International Conference with 500 delegates 

from over 80 countries. The ‘Rebels and Radicals’ theme inspired an amazing range of intellectual endeavours 

that reflected the city’s proud political history and the edges 

of contemporary debate. From fracking, to Greek politics, and 

elections to religion, the breadth of individual papers created 

a buzz of academic excitement. Even the weather seemed to 

offer us an apt political backdrop with an unusual Manchester 

Spring.  

The PSA Annual Dinner took place in the grand surroundings of 

the Great Hall in the Manchester Town Hall, not, as some might 

tell you, in Hogwarts. Shami Chakrabarti, Director of Liberty, 

challenged us with witty political trivia and a call to educate 

future political leaders. 

Making an impact globally – the PSA’s journals
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Exceptional contributions 
to politics honoured at  
PSA Awards 2014
Home Secretary Theresa May was named ‘Politician of the Year’ at the PSA 

Annual Awards Dinner, which took place on 25 November 2014 at Church House, 

Westminster. Hosted by Channel 4’s Jon Snow, the ceremony recognises the 

academics, journalists, campaigners and politicians who have made an exceptional 

contribution to the study and the practice of politics.

Academics who received awards included Professor Iain McLean, Professor Susan 

J Carroll, Baroness Onora O’Neill, Dr Helen Williams, Professor Sir Lawrence 

Freedman and Drs Matthew Goodwin and Robert Ford.

Theresa May was presented with her prize by by the BBC’s Political Editor Nick 

Robinson in front of a capacity audience at the Westminster venue. Other MPs to 

pick up awards at the event, which has been dubbed the “Oscars of Westminster”, 

included David Blunkett, Norman Lamb and Simon Danczuk. 

Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon (Parliamentarian of the Year) was unable 

to attend the event on the night but sent a video thanking the PSA for her award.

The event was screened as usual by BBC Parliament but for the first time, the PSA 

conducted a series of our own candid video interviews with each of the winners 

on the night which were then uploaded to YouTube. 

The PSA wishes to thank the sponsors of the 2014 Awards: Wiley-Blackwell, 

Routledge, SAGE Publications, Elsevier, Higher Education Academy, and YouGov.

• POLITICIAN OF THE YEAR: Theresa May MP

• PARLIAMENTARIAN OF THE YEAR: Nicola Sturgeon MSP

• LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT IN POLITICS: David Blunkett MP

• POLITICIAN - BEST USE OF EVIDENCE: Norman Lamb MP

• CAMPAIGNER OF THE YEAR: Simon Danczuk MP

• JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR: Michael Crick

• LIFETIME CONTRIBUTION TO POLITICAL STUDIES: Professor Susan J Carroll

• SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD: Professor Iain McLean

•  SIR ISAIAH BERLIN PRIZE FOR LIFETIME CONTRIBUTION TO POLITICAL 

STUDIES: Baroness Onora O’Neill

• POLITICAL STUDIES COMMUNICATOR: Dr Matthew Goodwin & Dr Robert Ford

• SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL AWARD: Bridget Kendall

• W. J. M. MACKENZIE BOOK PRIZE: Professor Sir Lawrence Freedman

• INNOVATION IN TEACHING POLITICS: Dr Helen Williams

• PSA SCHOOLS SHORT VIDEO COMPETITION: Portsmouth Grammar School
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Promoting the 
study of politics 
within schools
In 2014, the PSA continued to be at the 

forefront of the debate surrounding the 

continuation of the Government and Politics 

A-level. The Association responded to 

OFQUAL’s consultation on A-level and GCSE 

curriculum reform; raised concerns with the 

Education Secretary, Nicky Morgan MP, and Universities Minister, Greg Clark MP, over the issue of a narrowing 

A-level syllabus; wrote to OFQUAL championing the competencies of current A-level content and the subject 

and worked to foster stronger links with the exam boards to ensure progress is being made for new course 

content. This included convening a meeting in London in January 2015 where representatives from the three 

main awarding bodies came together to discuss the future of the Government and Politics A-level. 

In addition to this, a panel on A-level reform was convened at the Association’s Annual Heads of Departments’ 

conference in December 2014. The panel included the Department for Education’s Chief Analyst, Professor Tim 

Leunig, Head of Politics at Manchester Grammar School, Richard Kelly, and the PSA’s Programme Development 

Officer, James Ludley, to outline the current situation given the critical importance of this issue.  

Supporting even more politics 
teachers in schools 
The Association’s teacher membership has doubled during the last 12 months with the PSA supporting even more 

politics teachers in schools.  At the end of October 2014 the Association held an inaugural one-day workshop 

aimed at politics teachers in schools and sixth-form colleges at the University of Huddersfield. The workshop 

provided strategies, skills and examples for teachers to use in the classroom. The event helped to encourage new 

members and was well-received by those who attended.  
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Record number of student video entries
In 2014, we received a record number of entries for the PSA’s annual Student Short Video Competition which 

asked A-level and Scottish Higher students to explore the question: “Europe - in or out?’. The quality of the 

entries was excellent. The competition was blogged, tweeted and publicised by many MPs and politicians from 

around the country and was formally supported and sponsored by YouGov. Portsmouth Grammar School were 

announced as the winners of the competition by Mr Speaker John Bercow MP at the final jury panel event at 

Speaker's House in November.  A dedicated page for entries has been set up on the PSA website and the videos 

are linked to the PSA’s YouTube account. 

The competition for 2015 is now open and the PSA, in conjunction with YouGov and the Design Commission, is 

inviting teams of post-16 students who will be studying during the academic year 2015-16 to submit a video 

of no more than 4 minutes that explores the question: “Designing for Democracy - what would you propose?”.

Encouraging the next cohort of 
politics undergraduates 
The Association held several events during the course of 2014 to introduce school/college students to academic 

research around the subject of politics, including another successful Applying to Study Politics at University 

workshop series with an increased number of sessions.  Events were held in late June and early July in Edinburgh, 

London, Manchester, Nottingham and Bristol.  Over 200 students attended the 5 workshops from around 50 

schools nationally and as a new innovation, practitioners were invited to two of the workshops. Minister for 

Communities and Local Government, Stephen Williams MP, spoke to students during last year’s Bristol workshop 

and Kezia Dugdale MSP, now Deputy Leader of the Scottish Labour Party, spoke to students in Edinburgh.

The Applying to Study Politics at University workshop series will run again in 2015 with events in Stirling, 

Manchester, Warwick, London, Bristol and Ulster. 

PSA Annual Review 2014_15.indd   15 24/06/2015   10:32



16

PSA Annual Review 2014 – 2015

Activities for
generating funds

(sale of advertising)

£785

Charitable activities – publishing

£511,279

 Figure 2 – Incoming resources

Total incoming resources £783,254

Charitable activities
– conferences

£111,338

Voluntary income
(subscriptions)

£102,565

Charitable activities – other

£47,651

Investment
income

£9,636

Sta�ng

£242,570

National
O�ce

£69,586

Membership
services

£22,833International and
external relations

£41,247

Finance
and resources

£17,198

Conferences
and events

£91,409

Awards and prizes

£44,003

Communication
and engagement

£41,445

Education
and skills

£17,287

Research
and impact

£30,326

Publications

£117,470

 Figure 1 – Expenditure

Total expenditure £730,154

The financial position of the Association continues 

to look strong. Despite increased activities and 

expenditure, the charity ran a surplus of £53,100 in 

2014 and the reserves rose to £1,296,984.  

Expenditure 
Total resources expended in 2014 were £730,154, 

which was a rise of 3.8% on 2013. Staffing costs 

were £242,570 compared with £193,845 in 2013. 

This increase of 25% resulted from the employment 

of a new member of staff, the costs of pay rises and 

pension provisions, a redundancy payment, and 

additional costs for bookkeeping. The total costs of 

running the national office, excluding staffing, were 

£69,586, compared to £131,715 in the preceding 

year which included £90,558 for a big investment 

in the Association’s IT system. Expenditure on 

conferences and events increased by 17% from 

£77,683 in 2013 to £91,409 in 2014. There were a 

number of reasons, such as higher venue costs and 

the large numbers in attendance at the 64th annual 

international conference in Manchester. There was 

also a rise in investment in forthcoming conferences. 

Spending on other activities is shown in Figure 1.

Income
Total income during 2014 was £783,254 compared 

with £802,957 in 2013. The principal reasons for 

the fall of 2.5 per cent were lower income from the 

annual conference and a reduction in the income 

shown from membership subscriptions. In 2014 

this amounted to £102,565 compared to £109,680 

in 2013. The main reason for this lower figure was 

a fall in members paying full fees and an increase 

in the numbers with discounted membership 

subscriptions. Income from Wiley, as a result of 

the publication of the Association’s journals, was 

£511,279 which was similar to the figure in 2013.  

Sponsorship for the annual awards dinner was up 

11% at £30,662. The various sources of income are 

shown in Figure 2.

In good financial health  
Treasurer’s Report for 2014
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Reserves
The Association’s funds carried 

forward rose to £1,296,984 (from 

£1,243,884 at the end of 2013), 

represented by £1,279,196 in its 

bank accounts, plus £123,147 due 

from debtors, less liabilities and 

deferred income of £105,359. The 

size of the reserves accords with 

the charity’s policy that reserves 

should amount to at least 1.5 

times annual expenditure. Figure 
3 shows the rise in the reserves 

during the last 23 years. In 1991 

reserves amounted to £66,806, 

they had more than doubled by 

1996, and by 2001 they were 

£320,111. In 2011 the funds 

carried forward were £1,047,641 

and have now reached £1,296,984. 

Since 1991 the Association’s 

reserves have increased well over 

nineteen-fold.

£6
6,

80
6

1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2013 2014

 Figure 3 – Reserves: rise since 1991
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 Figure 4 – Income and expenditure – selected years since 1991
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expenditure

Financial Assessment 
This is the twenty-third and final report of the current Treasurer. The charity is in good financial health. 

For many years activities and expenditure have grown and so has income. Alongside rising activities and 

the increased profile of the Association, the number of members has increased. For over two decades the 

Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom has experienced a virtuous circle of growing activities, 

additional publications, increased professionalism, better international links, a heightened reputation and 

profile, and a rising membership. The steady pace of growth has enabled the charity to build its reserves 

while expanding and developing its activities. 

Figure 4 shows the rise in income and expenditure for various years since 1991. Since 2011 both income and 

expenditure have plateaued for various reasons, some of which are related to publishing the Association’s 

journals. A new publishing contract is currently being negotiated and this will come into effect from the 

beginning of 2016. There is good reason to believe that income from publishing activities is likely to rise in 

the years ahead. None the less, trustees are aware of the need to keep a close watch on both income and 

expenditure at a time of uncertainties.    

Concluding Comments
I would like to end my last report by wishing Alasdair Blair, who takes over as Treasurer, every success. I also 

wish to thank everyone who has assisted me in my duties as Treasurer during the last 23 years. This includes 

the nine chairs alongside whom I have served and the other officers and trustees. It is invidious to mention 
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people by name but I would particularly like to thank Paul Carmichael who has been Secretary since 2000 

and who has helped me a great deal. Working together, the efforts of the chairs and trustees over more 

than two decades have led to the current strong financial position and I have been lucky to work with such 

first-rate, committed and pleasant people.  

Over the years I have also been fortunate to work with some wonderful staff employed by the Association 

and I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude to them all. In particular, Sandra McDonagh, who 

has been membership secretary since 2000, has been a great help to me. I also wish to thank the charity’s 

auditors and the staff at Wiley (formerly Blackwell) with whom I have worked since 1992. My greatest 

thanks go to Robert Pugsley, who served as Finance Officer from 1995 until the end of October 2014. 

Robert provided both the Association and myself with great assistance and service during nearly 20 years 

and I would like to thank him most warmly for his help, support and kindness. 

In conclusion, the Association continues to prosper and is in a strong financial position. 

It can look forward with confidence although, of course, there is clearly a need for 

continued care and prudence. This will entail increasing income where possible and 

maintaining a tight watch on expenditure, while being prepared to invest in new 

developments in furtherance of the charity’s overall goal of promoting political 

studies and the advancement of learning in the art and science of government.

John Benyon

Treasurer

Membership Benefits –  
what you get as a member of the PSA! 

   Members' discounts on conference and workshop fees. You will save more than the cost of your 

membership when you attend our annual conference.

   Subscription to the PSA's journals – Political Studies, Political Studies Review, Politics, BJPIR and Political 

Insight

   Access to travel grants and awards

   Access to a network of specialist groups

   Opportunities for members to be nominated for the various PSA prizes

   35% discount on books and journals from Wiley-Blackwell and Polity Press

   20% discount on over 100 books from Ashgate

   Workshops organised on issues of practical professional concern to early and mid-career academics

   Use of our London HQ as a space to work when in the capital 

   Subscription to PSA News – our full-colour quarterly magazine – and our e-newsletter, our fortnightly 

electronic newsletter delivered straight to your inbox! 

   Opportunity to enter Total Exposure – a new initiative bringing political scientists together with 

television and radio broadcasters launching in 2015.
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Dates for your diary…
7 July 2015 – Britain's First Big Data Election? The Nature and 
Implications of Big Data Politics – London, UK
This event jointly organised by the UK Political Studies Association, British Academy 

and the Royal Statistical Society will reflect on the role of big data and data analysis 

in the May 2015 election

October 2015 (exact dates TBC) – PSA Annual Lectures – London, UK
The Academic Lecture, on women and Islamophobia, will be given by Baroness 

Afshar, a professor and peer in the House of Lords.

The Public Lecture, on the challenges of breathing new life into politics and how 

this might be achieved, will be given by Steve Richards, one of the most influential 

political commentators in the country.

13 October 2015 - Sixth Form Conference: Pressure Groups, Anti-politics and 
Representation – London, UK
The Political Studies Association is organising a Sixth Form conference on “Pressure Groups, Anti-politics 

and Representation”.  The conference is currently in the very early stages of development, but it will take 

place on the afternoon of Tuesday 13th October 2015 at Amnesty International’s Human Rights Action Centre.  

The aim of the conference – linking to the Magna Carta celebrations – is to get young people thinking 

about the duties and limits of state power, the rights of the people, and thinking about the rules of our 

democracy.  The conference will explore these themes by creating engagement between young people and the 

experiences of either radical or less mainstream political campaign groups or charities.

28 January 2016 – Total Exposure Grand Event – London, UK
The best 10 programme pitches are put before a panel of expert international TV and radio broadcasters in the 

culmination of the Total Exposure initiative.  See www.psa.ac.uk/totalexposure for more.

21 March – 23 March 2016 – PSA Annual International Conference – Brighton, UK
The 66th Annual International Conference of the Political Studies Association will take place at the Hilton 

Brighton Metropole in Brighton from the 21st to the 23rd of March 2016. 
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