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The Political Studies Association
The Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom  was founded in 1950. The Association’s 
main objective,  as set out in Clause 3 of the company’s Memorandum of Association, is to 
promote the development of political  studies and to encourage education and the advancement  
of learning in the art and science of government and in other branches of the political sciences. The 
Association is an international and self-governing body composed  of many of the social scientifi c 
communities’ leading  academics.

Trustees and Governance  
The Trustees of the Association are the Executive  Committee. During 2015 - 2016, the members of 
the Executive Committee were as follows:

Chair
Professor Matthew Flinders 

Vice-Chair
Professor Rosie  Campbell 

Honorary Treasurer
Professor Alasdair Blair

Honorary Secretary
Professor Paul Carmichael 

Members of Executive Committee
Professor Terrell Carver
Dr Alistair Clark
Dr Rose Gann
Professor Matthew Goodwin 
Professor Cathy Gormley-Heenan
Professor Richard Hayton 
Professor Will Jennings 
Dr Meryl Kenny
Dr Heather Savigny 
Dr Alison Statham 
Dr Joanie Willett

Professor Angie Wilson

Trustees are appointed to the Executive Committee via an election process in which a ballot by 
single transferable vote of the whole membership is held. Several trustees  (maximum of four) may 
be appointed by co-option for a period of one year.

The Executive Committee convene four times a year and the Annual General Meeting takes place 
at the annual conference. 
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Moving Forward
As the broader higher education system evolves and changes so 

must the Political Studies Association in order to keep pace with 

the opportunities and challenges that undoubtedly exist. It is in 

this context that I am pleased to offer you this Annual Review as an 

indication of exactly how the organisation is balancing continuity 

and change while also keeping the notion of ‘community’ at the 

heart of everything we do.

What is interesting is the manner in which the PSA’s community 

is growing and developing to encompass an ever greater number 

of groups – from academics, post-graduate students and teachers, 

right through to civil servants, broadcasters, research funders, 

politicians and civic organisations. The promotion of the study of politics remains at the core of everything the 

PSA does but its potential ‘user-groups’ – to adopt the language of contemporary assessment processes – have 

increased in positive new ways. Indeed, one of the core tasks of the PSA in the last year has been to put in place 

new bridging mechanisms that allow for greater interaction and engagement between and within these groups. 

Total Exposure being a super example of just how a relatively simple and low-cost idea can have a big impact!

The PSA is therefore really focused on how best to facilitate and support its members to showcase and develop 

their skills and talents in relation to teaching, research and impact. But as the educational context changes so 

will the skills and support networks that academics will need in order to successfully navigate the changing 

context within and beyond the UK. That is why the Chair’s Commissions have been so incredibly valuable in 

terms of letting PSA members explore and refl ect upon what they want from their learned society and how 

services or structures might need to adapt in the future. The Chair’s Commissions were a wonderful example 

of the PSA community working collectively to think about the future of the discipline. The Commissions have 

delivered fresh thinking and new ideas about how to unlock the potential of the discipline which dovetails with 

the transfer to a new publisher, SAGE, for our journals. Just as the role of learned societies is changing so is the 

role of the publisher and we are fortunate that SAGE are at the cutting edge of the profession and therefore 

capable of supporting our members in new and innovative ways. From video production and impact-activities to 

post-publication tools and on-line platforms, SAGE offers the PSA a huge amount.

It is hard to over-estimate the amount of change that the PSA has achieved in the last three years. Change in 

relation to its internal governance, its working procedures and ambition, how it is perceived by other associations 

and funders… I cannot thank the PSA core staff, trustees and members enough for their time, energy and 

commitment. But the question cannot be ‘what have we achieved?’ but ‘where are we going and why?’. This is 

the critical question and it is vital that we engage with this question over the next twelve months in order to 

develop a ten-year strategic plan that sets an ambitious, inclusive and professional direction of travel. As this 

Annual Review illustrates, the PSA is working from a position of strength and fi rm foundations but there is a 

need for clearer thinking about securing the future resilience of the community that we are all proud to be a 

part of. I look forward to working with you over the next year – my fi nal year as Chair – in order to help produce 

that clear vision. 

Matthew Flinders

Chair
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Realising our principles of visibility, 
professionalism and ambition

Without the income the PSA receives from its journals the activities of 

the Association would have to be dramatically curtailed - we would not 

be able engage with schools, fund travel grants and prizes or support our 

thriving network of specialist groups and we would have to scale back 

dramatically the work we undertake to raise the profi le and promote the 

interests of the discipline. This is why the excellent deal that the PSA 

signed with SAGE in July 2015 to publish the Association’s journals from 

January 2016 to December 2020 is so critical to our continued capacity 

to expand and develop as a professional body.

But our dependence on journal income, at a time of market uncertainty 

and shrinking library budgets, poses a challenge to the Association. If we 

are to continue on our path of visibility, professionalism and ambition, 

and if we are to embrace the expansive recommendations of the Chair’s Commissions, we need to fi nd new 

revenue streams. This issue will form a central feature of the strategic plan we develop over the next few months, 

setting a clear direction for the Association for the next ten years.

Although our focus is on looking forward, we need to stop momentarily and look back on the many years of 

exemplary service that Professor Paul Carmichael has given the PSA as Honorary Secretary and trustee. Paul has 

served on the Executive for over sixteen years and we will miss him greatly when his term comes to an end in 

late June. To minimise the adjustment required of all of us, another Paul is taking up the role – Dr Paul Tobin from 

the University of York, who stood unopposed. 

As those of you who have regular interactions with the London offi ce will have noticed, the staffi ng of the 

offi ce has changed somewhat since the beginning of the year. In March Stefanie Mair took over from Jamie 

Ralph as Communications and Media Relations Offi cer and Josh Niderost replaced James Ludley as Programme 

Development and Outreach Offi cer. Both have settled into their respective roles with great aplomb. In April, after 

her sterling efforts organising the Annual Conference in Brighton yielded such great results, Danielle Bailey left 

the PSA. She was replaced as Events and Marketing Manager a month later by Avnish Patel, who came to us from 

the Royal United Services Institute. Finally, as of going to press, the PSA is in the process of recruiting for the new 

role of Strategy and Policy Director. The successful candidate, who we expect to be in place in the late summer, 

will lead our work on strategy and policy formulation, publications management and research dissemination and 

ensure all our work is underpinned by a strong commitment to advancing equality and diversity in the discipline. 

With new people come new ideas and energy. This bodes well for the Association as we develop our long-term 

strategy. 

Helena Djurkovic

CEO
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Chair’s Commissions – 
Reaching Out and Adding Depth
Early 2015 saw the launch of two 

Chair’s Commissions as strategic 

tools for reviewing how the PSA 

operates in terms of membership 

groups, the educational journey, 

member services and a host of 

other issues. 

Prompted by a need to increase 

the visibility, professionalism and 

ambition of the PSA, the Chair’s 

Commissions have come up with 

new opportunities to shape the 

Association’s strategic future. Both 

Reaching Out and Adding Depth 

benefi ted from the time, energy and experience of Commission Members.

Reaching Out, chaired by Dominic Byatt (Oxford University Press), presented its fi ndings in early 2016. 

Innovative ideas were put forward on how to widen the membership of the PSA through more enhanced and 

strategic engagement with schools, undergraduates, early career academics, practitioners and the general public.

Adding Depth, chaired by Ailsa Henderson (Edinburgh University) has looked at deepening and expanding the 

services offered to members of the PSA in order to support and nurture a diverse and professional community 

of academics. 

The Chair’s Commissions are a fi rst-rate example of PSA members pooling their knowledge to enhance the 

discipline. The survey of the profession conducted in 2015 provided some valuable insights on where we should 

be going and we are grateful to all those who engaged with it.

Find the reports and full list of Commission Members at psa.ac.uk/psa/chairs-commissions-reaching-out-

and-adding-depth. 

An active membership
In October we put out a call for members wishing to become more actively involved with the work of the PSA. 

The response was extremely positive with a number of volunteers joining PSA Sub-Committees and others 

serving on consultation working groups. We encourage other members with an interest in becoming more 

involved in the work of the PSA to contact the Chair, Matt Flinders (m.fl inders@sheffi eld.ac.uk) or Helena 

Djurkovic, CEO (Helena.djurkovic@psa.ac.uk) and would be delighted to fi nd a role for you!
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Shaping the Future with 
Equality and Diversity
With statistics suggesting that just 31 per cent of 

political scientists are female and that less than 

four per cent of the discipline’s professoriate 

come from black or ethnic minority backgrounds, 

the PSA is putting equality and diversity at the 

forefront of its reform agenda. 

June 2015 marked the start of fresh, proactive 

thinking about equality and diversity (E&D). 

Our Equality & Diversity Group was tasked with 

developing a ten-year E&D Strategic Plan to be 

presented at the Annual Conference in Glasgow in 

2017. A number of changes have already been introduced including new prizes to increase the visibility of female 

or ethnic minority scholars. The PSA’s theme for 2017 will be ‘Equality and Diversity in Action’.

Our refreshed and ambitious E&D Statement, as well as information about E&D developments across different 

PSA programmes, can be found at psa.ac.uk/shaping-future-equality-diversity-and-ambition.

Getting Engaged – 
New Research Commissions
Two new Research Commissions were established in the second half of 2015 following a call for proposals from 

members interested in responding to challenges and opportunities raised by the changing scope and form of 

politics in the 21st Century. 

The selected proposals were Examining the role of ‘Informal Governance’ on Devolution to England’s Cities from Dr 

Sarah Ayres (University of Bristol) and The Crisis of Care in Austerity Britain from Professor Shirin Rai (University 

of Warwick). 

Thanks to PSA funding, the Commission on Informal Governance launched their highly insightful report at the 

Institute for Government in March 2016, concluding that devolution offers a real opportunity to transform the 

way England is governed, but that it is vital the process becomes more transparent to ensure greater legitimacy. 

The full report is available to download at psa.ac.uk/psa/research-commissions.

The Commission on Care’s funding has allowed them to build an impressive network of research and a series of 

events addressing the current crisis playing out in the delivery of care to older people. The Commission aims to 

focus particular attention on the impact of austerity on those delivering care to older people and will deliver its 

report in September 2016. Follow the Commission’s ongoing work at www.commissiononcare.org and @psa_care.

Both Commissions come at timely moments, allowing the fi ndings to successfully dovetail with those of various 

Parliamentary and Whitehall bodies and to set an evidence-based agenda for the Government.
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Supporting the discipline
In 2015 the PSA teamed up with BISA to establish working groups on REF and TEF, and coordinate responses 

that represent the discipline of Politics and International Studies. 

With Professor Martin Lodge (LSE) leading on REF and Professor Nick Robinson (Leeds) on TEF, both 

groups are busy monitoring policy developments and proposed legislation, offering guidance on processes, 

coordinating consultation responses, and advising on implications for the discipline. 

The REF working group responded to Lord Stern’s Review, welcoming its remit to consider the future of 

REF in terms of effi cient allocation of funding, reduction of administrative burdens and encouragement 

of research excellence. The full submission can be viewed at psa.ac.uk/members/government-research-

council-consultations. 

The TEF working group, in its response to the Government’s Higher Education Green Paper, was highly 

critical of Jo Johnson’s plans for the introduction of a new Teaching Excellence Framework. The full 

submission can be viewed at psa.ac.uk/psa/news/psa-make-joint-submission-bisa-and-uaces-green-

paper-consultation.

The Association has responded to a number of other enquiries throughout the year and was vocal in its 

criticism of the Government’s anti-lobbying proposal which severely threatened the ability of university 

research to infl uence policy at a time when academia is being assessed heavily on impact.

House of Commons 
Internship: opening doors 
for postgraduate members 
Our paid internship programme for Postgraduate Network (PGN) members in the House of Commons has had 

another successful year. 

Two PhD students, Jane Kirkpatrick and Tom Caygill, have benefi ted from this unique opportunity which gives 

PGN members a taste of real-world experience in Westminster.

Tom Caygill, who completed his placement in May 2016, said: “I was involved in all aspects of 

the Petitions Committee’s work, from moderating petitions, helping the public draft petitions, 

writing briefs for committee meetings and oral evidence sessions, supporting their social 

media work and helping to organise public engagement events. I was even able to fi t in time 

to speak to clerks and committee staff about my research. It was a fantastic experience and 

I can’t recommend this placement scheme highly enough.” 

The 2016 call for applications is now open on our website. PGN members have until 1 September 2016 to apply 

for a place on the scheme. 
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Total Exposure – developing professional 
links and skills 
On 28 January at the Royal Society of Arts, our 14 Total Exposure fi nalists presented ideas for transforming 

their research into TV or radio productions to an expert panel of leading broadcast commissioners. The panel of 

fi ve commissioners heard academics’ proposals for documentaries, series, one-off television programmes and 

radio shows. From educational one-offs about the EU, to a documentary revisiting the Falklands War, each idea 

demonstrated strong creativity and fully grasped the need to make political science accessible.

The panel were highly impressed with the standard of pitches. A number have been ‘called back’ by various 

members of the expert panel for talks which could lead to commissioning further down the line. The BBC, who 

were represented on the day by Steve Titherington and Jonathan Brunert, already want to commission one pitch 

by Professor Cathy Gormley-Heenan from Ulster University. Here’s how Cathy found the experience:

“The PSA Grand Pitching event was a lot of fun, if a little daunting. While we might deliver lectures to halls of 300 

students, delivering a pitch to 5 media professionals, under the glare of a bright light, with a camera in the corner 

is a little different to say the least! But I loved it - I had three minutes to sell my idea on ‘A World of Walls’ refl ecting 

on my research experiences in Northern Ireland and how this might resonate globally with the building of walls and 

barriers as an increasingly common public policy response to violence and disorder and/or border concerns. It took 

me 3 minutes and 2 seconds…. (I practiced beforehand). Steve Titherington contacted me immediately afterwards 

to say that the BBC wanted to work with me. (Hurray!) I’ve been to London again to meet him and a producer from 

BBC Radio 4 to discuss my ideas in more detail.  I’m now in discussions with Radio 4 on the shape that my programme 

could take - most likely a single one-hour documentary, looking at walls in three different locations – Northern 

Ireland and two others. We are working on which locations to choose now...  Exciting times ahead. I am hugely 

grateful to the PSA for putting this opportunity out there and would strongly encourage anyone considering making 

a pitch to go for it – you have nothing to lose and everything to gain. Good luck!”

On the back of this success, the initiative is now up and running for its second year. Total Exposure 2017 was 

launched at our Annual Conference in Brighton. Submissions are being accepted until 31 October 2016 and 

the Grand Pitching Event will take place on 26 January 2017. With the very real possibility that at least one 

programme may be commissioned, we encourage all members to have a go.  For inspiration from last year’s 

participants and a guide on how to pitch, see psa.ac.uk/totalexposure. 
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Life’s Good – PSA Annual 
Conference, Brighton
From 21 – 23 March 2016, some 750 delegates fl ocked to the Hilton Brighton Metropole and The Grand 

Brighton for the 66th PSA Annual International Conference. ‘Politics and the Good Life’ was the theme for three 

fascinating days of discussion, debate and dialogue in the lively, cosmopolitan seaside town on the south coast. 

Highlights included a talk from Podemos’ Political Secretary, Íñigo Errejón Galván, on the rise of populism in 

Spain, the Annual Leonard Schapiro Lecture, delivered by Professor Simona Piattoni (University of Trento) on the 

balance between intergovernmentalism and sovereignty in the EU, and a key-note lecture from Professor Shirin 

Rai (University of Warwick) on ‘The Good Life: From Miserable Inequality to Happy Equality’. 

Over at Brighton Dome for the Conference Dinner (22 March) guests were entertained by Guardian cartoonist, Steve 

Bell, who presented his latest wry collection of cartoons and awarded prizes celebrating members’ achievements.

For the fi rst time ever we offered free entry to retired members and encouraged greater interaction with 

members through an Annual Assembly. Feedback given via our post-conference survey has been largely positive, 

with comments being made about the improved sense of diversity. 

Next year we head north of the border to Glasgow. The PSA’s 67th Annual International Conference will take 

place at the University of Strathclyde’s Technology & Innovation Centre from 10 – 12 April 2017.

PSA Travel Grants 
help members go global 
The PSA has continued to support the wider dissemination of 

members’ research via its international exchange programme and 

travel grants. Using PSA funding, academics went as far as Canada 

and China to deliver papers to new audiences. 

Exchangers, John Connolly, Sarah Cooper and Fabrizio De Francesco, whose bursaries allowed them to attend 

the Social Innovation and Research Conference in Shanghai last year, said: “We were struck, and actually rather 

comforted, by the extent to which academics from across the globe are grappling with similar challenges to ours.” 

A total of 11 grants were awarded in the last year. Members are encouraged to keep an eye on our e-newsletters 

for the latest travel opportunities. Grant application forms are available to download at psa.ac.uk/members/

membership-benefi ts/grants. 
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Election 
Programme 
Our election media briefi ng series 

has gone from strength to strength 

over the past few years, positioning 

the PSA as a ‘go-to’ body for 

expert commentary on politics and 

current affairs.

Throughout April 2016 we held a series of breakfast briefi ngs at the Institute for Government to better prepare 

journalists for the bumper crop of elections held on 5 May. Professor Colin Rallings (Plymouth), Professor Michael 

Thrasher (Plymouth) and Professor Matt Goodwin (Kent) gave the lowdown on the English local elections; 

Professor Robin Hambleton (UWE) and Professor Tony Travers (LSE) tackled the mayoral contests; and Professor 

John Curtice (Strathclyde), Professor Laura Cram (Edinburgh) and Professor Richard Wyn Jones (Wales) covered 

the Scottish and Welsh elections. 

As in previous years, sessions were well attended by press from far and wide, including big local names such 

as the BBC, C4, ITV and The Guardian and reporters from Les Echos, Le Monde, and Kyodo News. At all three 

briefi ngs a number of international broadcasters, including Radio France and Norwegian Broadcasting, recorded 

interviews with many of our speakers. The discipline is not known for its great lingusists but we are proud to 

report that Richard Wyn Jones recorded an interview in Norwegian and Tony Travers in French!

Not surprisingly, questions on Europe and implications for the Referendum were brought up throughout the series. 

In the run-up to the big Brexit question an informative EU Referendum Hub has been established on the PSA 

website to bring together key resources and the latest research on the Referendum. Members are encouraged to 

submit any new content to Stefanie.Mair@psa.ac.uk in order to keep this page current and well-stocked.

The PSA has kept media well fed with details of experts available for media comment and appearances on all 

things EU. Thank you to those who came forward to offer their expertise.

In late May we held a dedicated EU Referendum breakfast briefi ng with Professor Matt Goodwin, Professor John 

Curtice, Dr Alan Renwick (UCL) and Dr Caitlin Milazzo (Nottingham). Media demand was so high for this that we 

were forced to relocate to a larger room!

Heads meet in London
Our Annual Heads of Department Conference took place on 11 December 2015 at the Institute for Government. 

After inviting input and suggestions from department heads about what they wanted to discuss on the day, the 

fi nal programme addressed some of the key issues currently affecting departments across the UK, including the 

Open Data Agenda, Equality and Diversity, and REF and TEF. 

This year’s Heads of Department Conference will take place on 9 December 2016.
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Calendar Highlights
The past year has seen a host of new and interesting PSA events. In July the 

Association partnered with the British Academy and the Royal Statistical 

Society for an event, ‘Britain's First Big Data Election? The Nature and 

Implications of Big Data Politics’, which refl ected on the role of big data 

and data analysis in the May 2015 election and considered the future 

implications of increasing availability of data and methods for its analysis. 

In October 2015 the PSA marked the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta with an event which discussed key 

constitutional questions for the coming decade and launched Magna Carta and its Modern Legacy, edited by Professor 

Robert Hazell and Dr James Melton. The event saw Baroness Shirley Williams, Rt Hon David Davis MP and Fabian 

Hamilton MP take part in a fascinating roundtable discussion on ‘What should we demand in a new Magna Carta?’.

Political journalist Steve Richards delivered our Annual Public Lecture at University College London later in October. 

His discussion of the challenges of breathing new life into politics, ‘Leadership, Loyalty and The Rise of Jeremy 

Corbyn’, was very well received. Our Annual Academic Lecture took place at the University of York the following 

month. Professor Baroness Haleh Afshar spoke to a broad audience of students, academics and local townspeople 

on the topic of ‘Islamophobia: Refracted refl ections of Muslim Women and the dilemma of 'otherisation’’. 

Looking ahead, Oscar-winning actress-turned MP, Glenda Jackson, and Guardian theatre critic, Michael Billington, 

will discuss the politics of Shakespeare’s plays in our Annual Public Lecture at the British Library on 20 June 2016. 

On 28 November 2016 Professor Danny Dorling will deliver our Annual Academic Lecture, ‘Another World Is 

Inevitable: Mapping UK General Elections - Past, Present and Future’, also at the British Library and coinciding 

with its exhibition on the 20th Century through maps. More information will be available soon.

PSA HQ
The team in London has seen quite a bit of change over the last year 

with Josh Niderost taking over from James Ludley as Programme 

Development and Outreach Offi cer; Stefanie Mair taking over from 

Jamie Ralph as Communications and Media Relations Offi cer; and 

Avnish Patel taking over from Danielle Bailey as Events and Marketing 

Manager. A recruitment process is currently under way to appoint a Strategy and Policy Director who will lead 

on strategy and policy formulation, publications management and research dissemination, and ensure all work is 

underpinned by a strong commitment to advancing equality and diversity in the discipline.

The PSA is strengthening relations with the American Political Studies Association (APSA) through a new APSA-

PSA Exchange Programme. In March 2016 Barbara Walthall, Director of Publications at APSA, spent two weeks 

with us learning about the work of the PSA. Josh Niderost will be going stateside in September to learn more 

about how APSA operates, particularly with regard to its Organized Sections. He will also attend APSA’s Annual 

Meeting in Philadelphia (1–4 September 2016) along with CEO Helena Djurkovic. 
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Specialist Groups
The PSA now boasts an impressive network of 57 specialist groups, providing a 

research focus for members, and covering all fi elds of political science that are 

dedicated to the promotion of quality research within the profession. Over the 

past year, six new specialist groups were added to the list: Politics and History, 

Political Methodology, Qualitative Research, Populism, Political Violence and Terrorism, and Political Psychology.

A Specialist Group Convenors’ Conference is held every year to give group convenors the chance to network and 

share best practice. In December 2015 discussions of the following took place: funding and new opportunities, 

developing e-resources for specialist group members, promoting equality and diversity in the groups, and 

achieving wider impact of research with external bodies and the media.

The work of specialist groups is recognised by our Specialist Group Award. 2016 winners were Environmental 

Politics for their work in extending the reach and signifi cance of the fi eld.

The PSA’s increasingly close relationship to APSA has led to greater co-operation between our specialist groups 

and APSA’s organized sections. Over the last year our Qualitative Research and Teaching & Learning in Politics 

groups benefi ted from bursaries to organise joint workshops with their counterparts in APSA following an open 

call for funding for joint projects.

For a full a list of specialist groups visit psa.ac.uk/psa-communities/specialist-groups. 

PSA Graduate Network 
The PSA’s Graduate Network (PGN) has had a busy year in the hands of Chair, 

Rebecca Partos, and Communications Offi cer, Kate Mattocks. Their June 2015 

annual conference, ‘Critical Junctures and Turning Points,’ at the University of 

Sheffi eld featured four panel sessions and a strong array of papers ranging from 

Putin’s leadership style to counterterrorism strategy in China. The day fi nished 

with a plenary session during which YouGov’s Joe Twyman shared his thoughts on polling and the 2015 Elections. 

The PGN’s annual professional development workshop was held in November at the University of Sussex. The 

day began with a panel on mental health and postgraduate study, followed by a session on all things publishing 

with Professor Aleks Szczerbiak, Professor Paul Webb, and Dr Mark Bennister, and a thought-provoking talk on 

post-PhD job options from Dr Libby McEnhill. The day ended with an invigorating discussion on how the ‘impact 

agenda’ affects careers. 

The 2016 PGN conference was held in Brighton alongside the PSA’s annual conference. Two afternoon panels 

were held on ‘Perspectives on British Politics’ and ‘Policy Change and Reform’. The annual postgraduate 

reception included a lively talk on ‘the joys of tax’ from Professor Richard Murphy.

The PGN also went ‘social’ with its Twitter account (@psa_pgn) and newsletter in 2015! 

With Rebecca and Kate coming to the end of their term, the PGN Committee has been seeking active and 

engaged individuals to fi ll their positions and three new roles. Posts will begin on 1 July 2016 – more information 

on the election process can be found at www.psa.ac.uk/psa-communities/graduate-network. 

PSA Annual Review 2015_16.indd   12PSA Annual Review 2015_16.indd   12 23/05/2016   12:2123/05/2016   12:21



PSA Annual Review 2015 – 2016

13

PSA Awards 2015
Harriet Harman, Sarah Wollaston and Douglas Carswell were among the MPs to be honoured by the PSA at its 

Annual Awards Dinner on 1 December 2015 at Church House, Westminster. Hosted by Channel 4’s Jon Snow, the 

ceremony pays tribute to politicians, journalists, campaigners and academics for their exceptional contributions 

to politics. 

The Labour MP for Camberwell and Peckham, Harriet Harman, was presented with the prestigious Lifetime 

Achievement in Politics Award by Iain Watson of the BBC who said: “The winner of this award has made a huge 

contribution to British politics. Having served the Labour party in a variety of roles with distinction and dignity 

for more than thirty years, she has had a great impact not just on Parliament but on women’s lives everywhere”.

Academics who received awards included Professor Sarah Childs, Professor Anthony King, Professor John Curtice, 

and the late Professor John Benyon.

As ever, the event was screened by BBC Parliament who conducted individual interviews with winners. This year’s 

Annual Awards Dinner will take place on 29 November 2016.

Parliamentarian of the Year: Sarah Wollaston

Lifetime Achievement in Politics: Harriet Harman

Rebel of the Year: Douglas Carswell

Democratic Innovation: Bite the Ballot

Best Election Campaigner: Nicola Sturgeon

Journalist of the Year: Isabel Hardman

Broadcaster of the Year: James Landale

Enlightening the Public: David Cowling

Political Satire: Sandy Toksvig

Infl uencing Government: Sir Howard Bernstein

Special Recognition Award: Professor Sarah Childs (University of Bristol)

Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for Lifetime Contribution to Political Studies: 

Professor Anthony King (University of Essex)

Political Studies Communicator: 

Professor John Curtice (University of Strathclyde)

Research Communicator: 

Professor Jane Green (University of Manchester)

Innovation in Teaching Politics: Dr Iain MacKenzie,

 Dr Stefan Rossbach and Dr Adrian Pabst (University of Kent)

Lifetime Contribution to the Political Studies Association: 

Professor John Benyon (University of Leicester)

W.J.M. Mackenzie Book Prize: Professor Michael Kenny 

(Queen Mary University of London) for The Politics of English Nationhood 
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New home for PSA Journals 
From January 2016 the PSA embarked on an exciting new publishing partnership with leading social science 

publisher, SAGE. SAGE publishes over 800 journals and over 800 new books each year, spanning a wide range 

of subject areas. Its growing selection of library products includes archives, data, case studies, conference 

highlights and videos. 

Speaking of the move, SAGE’s Global Publishing Director, Ziyad Marar, commented: “As one of the major 

learned societies in the social sciences the PSA has contributed hugely to research and scholarship in this 

vibrant fi eld.  Given our own commitment to social science as a whole it should be obvious that our two 

organisations are very tightly aligned.”

Not only has the PSA secured an excellent fi nancial deal, that provides much improved guaranteed levels 

of income than was the case under Wiley, but the deal has unlocked a host of new benefi ts to members, 

including:

•  Access to over 500 books and reference works on Politics and International Relations through SAGE 

Knowledge, the premier social sciences e-book platform for SAGE and CQ Press books and reference.

•  Full text access to a selection of high quality journals from SAGE’s Political Science, International 

Relations and Public Administration programme. 

•  Free access to Archives Direct - a suite of primary source collections from The National Archives, UK. The 

digitised archive of 19th and 20th century British Government papers contains over 2 million pages of highly 

relevant primary source content from some of the most political periods in history, including Foreign Offi ce 

fi les, Macmillan Cabinet papers and ‘Women in the National Archives’. 

•  Access to CQ Press Library - the place to search or browse resources on American government, current 

affairs, history, politics, public policy, and data analysis.

•  Six months of free access to the new SAGE Politics & International Relations Video Collection until 

December 2016. This online video collection contains over 130 hours of video content created for use in 

teaching and research across higher education. With content types designed to fi t a variety of learning 

and research needs, interviews with renowned experts cover international migration, political philosophy, 

the international relations of China and more. Discover seminal documentaries from BBC Worldwide and 

footage of famous political speeches from Martin Luther King and John F. Kennedy among others. 

•  PSA student members also benefi t from access to SAGE Research Methods - the ultimate methods 

library, with more than 1000 books, reference works, journal articles, and instructional videos by world-

leading academics from across the social sciences, including the largest collection of qualitative methods 

books available online from any scholarly publisher.

Over the past year journals across the portfolio fared well in the Thomson-Reuters Citation Index. Following 

close cooperation between SAGE, the PSA and editorial teams to transition the journals to the new publisher, 

we are confi dent this will continue in 2016.
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BJPIR: BJPIR welcomed a new editorial team in late 2015, based at the University of Edinburgh. 

The team is overseen by the journal’s Managing Editor, Professor John Peterson, and Dr Alan 

Convery  serves as Deputy Editor. BJPIR awarded Stephen Bell and Andrew Hindmoor’s ‘Masters 

of the Universe but Slaves to the Market: Bankers and the Great Financial Meltdown’ their 2015 

best article prize and the journal arranged and sponsored a roundtable on ‘Britain Votes’ at the 

PSA 2016 conference.  

Political Studies: The journal was awarded the 2015 Harrison Prize at the 2016 PSA Conference 

for the article ‘Emergency Europe’ by Jonathan White, and published a supplementary online 

only themed issue in April on ‘Political Ideas at Work’.

Political Studies Review: Political Studies Review published a symposium on Pragmatism in 

Contemporary Political Theory in early 2016, and later in 2016 will publish a special issue on 

Dilemmas of Political Englishness.

Politics: Politics published an incredibly successful special issue in late 2015 on the Soft Power 

of Hard States, with a roundtable on the same subject at the 2016 PSA conference. The issue, 

plus accompanying author videos and a recording of the roundtable, are available on the Politics 

website.

Political Insight: Political Insight has recently made available a number of online collections on 

its website – curating content into accessible thematic collections including articles relevant to 

the EU Referendum and bringing all of Danny Dorling’s maps together in one place.

Why join the PSA? 
The PSA is committed to helping its members develop their skills and advance in their professional careers, through 

a wide range of activities and world-class journals that help enrich the discipline. As a PSA Member you receive: 

•  Members’ discounts on conference and workshop fees. (Save more than the cost of your membership when 

you attend our annual conference!)

• Access to travel grants and awards 

• Access to a network of Specialist Groups

•  Workshops organised on issues of practical professional concern to early and mid-career academics

•  SAGE Resources - free access to a number of journals, archives and resources from the SAGE collection.

• Subscription to the PSA’s various publications

• Two Annual Lectures

• Opportunities to be nominated for a wide range of PSA prizes

• 20% discount on over 100 books from Ashgate

•  Subscription to PSA News, our full-colour quarterly magazine, and our e-newsletter, delivered straight to your 

inbox every fortnight! 
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Politics at School
The PSA’s work with the Department for Education (DfE), exam 

boards and the regulator, OfQual, has played a crucial role in ensuring 

that the voices of our teacher members and the wider discipline were 

heard in the development of the new Politics A-Level specifi cation. 

Direct access to the DfE meant that we were able to give shape to the 

new Politics A-Level content and ensure it better refl ects the diversity 

and breadth of the discipline and is more appealing to young minds 

excited by local and global political developments and ideas. After 

the public outcry at the exclusion of feminist political thought, the 

DfE consulted widely with the PSA to ensure that female political 

thinkers were well represented across the curriculum.

The new A-Level Politics Specifi cation will go live in September 2017. 

The PSA will be working closely with exam boards and our teacher 

members to prepare for the new specifi cation and assessment 

methods through guides and workshops.

Over the last year we have also developed a range of Teaching Guides written by practising academics to provide 

more in-depth materials on specifi c areas of the A-Level curriculum. Themes include Parliament, Conservatism, 

and Environmental Politics. Seven guides are now available, with more in the pipeline.

We also engaged directly with A-Level students at our October 2015 Sixth Form Conference, ‘Pressure Groups, 

Anti-politics and Representation’. The forum, attended by around 150 students, allowed young people to discuss 

political engagement and the limits of legitimate protest. Sophie Walker, of the Women’s Equality Party, gave a 

keynote speech and representatives from Shelter, the RSPCA and Republic shared their campaigning methods. 

Inspiring a new generation of 
Politics undergraduates 
In 2015 the PSA ran its ‘Applying to Study Politics’ workshops for the fourth consecutive year in fi ve universities 

across the UK. These free sessions offer more time than an average Open Day and provide more in-depth advice.

200 students from 44 different schools came to hear undergraduate level lectures, guidance on writing strong 

applications and fi rst hand experiences of undergraduate life from current Politics students. 

2015 featured a new practitioner strand to give students an insight into post-degree career options. Talks were 

organised with former Treasury Minister, Dawn Primarolo, BBC North West’s Arif Ansari, and DEMOS’s Head of 

Citizenship and Political Participation, Jonathan Birdwell.

The series of workshops continues across the UK throughout Summer 2016. Please contact Josh.Niderost@psa.

ac.uk for details.
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Student Video Competition: 
Designing for Democracy
Two students from the Graveney School 

in Tooting, South London beat 18 other 

teams to win this year’s PSA Student Short 

Video Competition entitled ‘Designing for 

Democracy: What would you propose?’, 

and judged by a jury comprising the 

Speaker of the House of Commons, John 

Bercow MP, Michael Crick from C4 News, Claire Ainsley from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Matt Goodwin, 

PSA trustee, and Helena Djurkovic, PSA CEO. 

Kara Jenkin and Tharanya Thiruchelvam impressed the judges with ‘The Tooting Experiment’ which outlined how 

a new democratic system would work if Tooting was to declare itself independent from the UK. 

As well as accepting a trophy at the PSA Annual Awards Ceremony the students have been offered a one-week 

internship with political polling company YouGov, who kindly sponsored the competition. 

The competition for 2016 is now open and the PSA, in conjunction with YouGov, is inviting teams of post-16 

students who will be studying during the academic year 2015-16 to submit a video of no more than four 

minutes that explores the question: ‘Do you need to be Superman/Superwoman to be US President?’. More 

information is available at psa.ac.uk/psa-communities/specialist-groups/schools/psa-schools-competitions.

The PSA’s Year in Numbers

1462
new Twitter followers

640
papers delivered at our Annual Conference

Over 450
A-Level students attended Schools Workshops

363
Graduate Network members

Over 200
Attendees at Media Briefi ngs

20 speakers at school visits

14 TV/radio pitches to leading 
commissioning editors

11 Travel Grants awarded

6 new Specialist Groups

1 new publishing contract signed!
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The overall fi nancial position of the Association continues 
to remain healthy, with the charity running a surplus of 
£163,891 in 2015 as compared to £53,100 in 2014. 

Income 
The total income for 2015 was £921,843 as compared 
to £783,254 in 2014. 2015 saw growth in membership 
subscriptions, up from £102,565 in 2014 to £111,553 
in 2015, while there was also an increase in income 
from the Annual Conference from £96,871 in 2014 to 
£106,294 in 2015. At the same time there was a drop 
in income from our outgoing publisher Wiley from 
£511,279 in 2014 to £487,185 in 2015. This 5% fall 
had been expected given the decision not to renew our 
contract with Wiley. The Association benefi ted from a 
£150,000 one-off transfer fee from SAGE that has both 
boosted income and reserves.

Expenditure
The total resources expended by the charity during 2015 
were £757,952, compared to £730,154 in 2014. 
This growth in fi nancial resources has enabled the 
charity to increase support to members. Research and 
impact expenditure was £51,103 in 2015 as compared 
to £30,326 in 2014, largely due to the award of 
£10,000 to two new research commissions, increased 
expenditure on specialist groups and the creation of a 
new REF working group in association with BISA. The 
total expenses for the Trustees in 2015 were £26,470, 
whereas in 2014 they were £29,173. All Trustees give 
freely of their time.

Reserves
The Association benefi ts from a strong liquidity position 
given its healthy cash reserves. At the end of 2015 the 
Association’s reserves stood at £1,460,875 as compared 
to £1,296,984 at the end of 2014. The reserves are 
comprised of £1,049,014 in an immediate access deposit 
account earning 0.5% interest per annum, £455,663 in 
a 32-day notice account earning a base rate of +0.2% 
per annum, and £500,000 in a Virgin Charity Deposit 
account per annum. The Association has benefi ted 
from a steady growth in its reserves over the last three 
decades. In 1991 the reserves stood at £66,806. 

Financial Assessment
In overall terms, as the above fi gures demonstrate, the 
Association is in robust fi nancial health. The charity 
has benefi ted from a steady growth in income and 

expenditure, with there having been an increase in the 
range and number of activities that the Association 
undertakes. The new publishing contract with SAGE puts 
the charity on a sure fi nancial footing for the next fi ve 
years and also demonstrates the overall health of the 
Association. At the same time, however, the Association 
is heavily dependent on its journal income stream and 
the issue of diversifying income through investment 
returns and different membership models is something 
that requires attention to ensure future fi nancial health. 

Concluding comments
I am in the fortunate position of inheriting from the late 
Professor John Benyon, my predecessor as Treasurer, a 
very sound fi nancial platform. The news of John’s passing 
has saddened many of us and the Association owes him a 
great deal of gratitude for the massive contribution that 
he has made to transforming its fi nances which have in 
turn enabled the Association to signifi cantly enhance the 
level of support that it provides to its members and to 
the discipline. As a new member of the PSA team, I am 
also grateful to the assistance that I have received from 
the Chair, Matthew Flinders, Vice-Chair, Rosie Campbell, 
Honorary Secretary, Paul Carmichael, and the Chief 
Executive, Helena Djurkovic. I am particularly grateful 
to the support of Shazia Ijaz, the Association’s Finance, 
Planning and Resources Offi cer.

Alasdair Blair, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for 2016 
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20 June 2016 – PSA Annual Public Lecture: ‘Is Shakespeare Always Political?’, Glenda Jackson in 
conversation with Michael Billington – The British Library, London

Oscar-winning Actress turned MP, Glenda Jackson and esteemed Guardian theatre critic, Michael Billington, 

discuss the political themes within Shakespeare’s plays and explore whether he voiced the political issues of 

his time or whether his works have been appropriated by each new generation to suit their own ends.

Contact info@psa.ac.uk for a FREE members’ ticket or visit www.bl.uk/events/is-shakespeare-always-political 

to purchase tickets online.

28 November 2016 – PSA Annual Academic Lecture: ‘Another World Is Inevitable: Mapping UK 
General Elections - Past, Present and Future’, Professor Danny Dorling – The British Library, 
London, UK

Our Annual Academic Lecture will be given by Professor Danny Dorling (University of Oxford) to coincide with 

the British Library exhibition, ‘The 20th Century Through Maps’.

29 November 2016 – PSA Annual Awards - London, UK

Our annual awards ceremony recognises the achievements of academics, politicians, political campaigners, 

journalists and other contributors to the conduct and study of politics.

26 January 2016 – Total Exposure Grand Pitching Event – London, UK

The best programme pitches are put before a panel of leading TV and radio broadcasters in the culmination of 

the Total Exposure initiative.  See psa.ac.uk/totalexposure for more information.

10 – 12 April 2017 – PSA Annual International Conference – Glasgow, UK

The 67th Annual International Conference of the Political Studies Association will take place at the University 

of Strathclyde’s Technology & Innovation Centre from 10 – 12 April 2017.

Coming 
Events
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