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Emma Vardy (BBC) 

Emma Vardy is the BBC’s Ireland Correspondent and regularly 

appears across flagship television and radio programmes 

including the BBC News at Six and Ten, the Today programme and 

BBC Breakfast, providing analysis of key events across Northern 

Ireland and the Irish Republic.  

In 2020 Emma won the Political Studies Association Award for 

‘Journalist of the Year’ for her reporting on the shooting of the 

journalist Lyra McKee, and her work in confronting the dissident 

republicans behind the New IRA, referred to as “brilliant, fearless 

reporting”. 

Originally from Southampton, Emma did not attend university as 

an undergraduate but instead worked her way into broadcasting through a job at Sky 

making the tea.  

 

Tanya Abraham (YouGov) 

Tanya is Associate Director of Political and Social Research and 

joined YouGov in 2011. Tanya’s experience includes working 

on the UK’s general elections and referendums since 2014. 

Her focus is on international politics, social and development 

topics, and she works with a range of academic and non-

governmental bodies such as the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation and UCL. 

Tanya holds degrees from the University of Birmingham and 

University College London. 
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Professor Sarah Childs (Royal Holloway) 

Sarah Childs is Professor of Politics & Gender at Royal 

Holloway, University of London. Previously she was 

Professor of Politics & Gender at Birkbeck College, University 

of London (2017-2020), and the University of Bristol (2009-

2014; L & SL 2003-2009).  

Her research centres on the theory and practice of women’s 

representation, gender and political parties, parliaments and 

institutional change. She has published four research books 

(New Labour’s Women MPs 2004, Women and British Party 

Politics, 2008, and Sex Gender and the Conservative Party, 

2012 with Webb), with the most recent, Feminist 

Democratic Representation has just been published by 

Oxford University Press (with Celis). Childs is also the author 

of The Good Parliament Report, which followed a 

secondment to the House of Commons, and in 2019 she 

advised the UK Women and Equalities Committee. In 2015 

she received the UK Political Studies Association ‘Special Recognition Award’.  

In 2020 Childs has a Leverhulme Fellowship to write a book – working title, Building Feminist 

Institutions: The Making of The Good Parliament’.  

 

Hattie Andrews (Politics Project) 

Harriet is passionate about politics and loves finding creative ways 

for young people to express themselves and use their voice. 

She is a graduate of University of Manchester where she studied 

Politics, Philosophy and Economics and discovered her love of 

youth democratic education.  

She has been talking to young people about politics ever 

since, working at a variety of organisations both formal education 

and youth and community work, including UpRising, DebateMate, 

the Tutor Trust, NCS and Manchester Creative Studio. Harriet is a 

core fellow of the Political Literacy Oversight Group set up by the 

APPG on Democratic Engagement, a fellow of the RSA and a 

member of the Education Advisory Board for the Foundation for 

Peace.  

 

 


