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Post dinner entertainment provided by Ceilidh Minogue

Storytelling and Politics:  
How History, Myths and Narratives 
Drive Our Decisions
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The British Library 

MARK LAITY 
Director of Communications at SHAPE,  
NATO’s Military Headquarters

For further details on the PSA - British Library Lecture Series 2018  
please visit www.psa.ac.uk/events

The Political Studies Association is pleased to announce the launch in 2018 of a new lecture 
series in partnership with the British Library. 

Complementing the British Library’s richly curated and diverse programme of exhibitions and 
events, the lecture series will help the public engage with and develop a better understanding 
of politics, especially within wider historical and cultural contexts. 

The inaugural lecture will be given by Mark Laity, one of NATO’s foremost experts and thinkers 
on communications and a former BBC Defence Correspondent: 

Shared myths, accepted legends and historical assumptions: how can we make rational 

decisions when we are so dominated by the stories handed down to us?

Stories that draw upon legends testify to the power of narrative to entertain but can also 

inform us about how storytelling can influence politics. In the so-called post-fact era Mark 

Laity will discuss the influence of history, culture and narrative on today’s politics. We may 

think we make rational decisions, but how much is that really so, and is the same thing that 

makes us love legends and stories driving our decision-making in real life?

Mark Laity is the Director of Communications at SHAPE, NATO’s Military HQ. At a time 

when the influence of information and the internet on international security is rising, Mark 

is regarded as one of NATO’s foremost experts and thinkers on communications, with 

extensive experience in conflict zones such as Afghanistan. Also, as a former BBC Defence 

Correspondent, he reported from the frontlines of many wars, and he is a sought-after 

speaker on the role of information in modern conflict.
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It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2017 Political 
Studies Association Awards Ceremony.

My favourite political commentator, Molly Ivins, once noted, “The thing about 
democracy is that it is not neat, orderly, or quiet. It requires a certain relish for 
confusion”. If that is the case, our current political climate, where democracy 
has led to some unexpected outcomes, should be uniting those of us who are 
experts in political research, in political observation and analysis – those of us 
who have a “relish for confusion”.  

There are however a growing number who question the need for political 
expertise, for careful academically-informed study of democracy, governing, and 
the shifting winds of social values. Our profession, as both social and political 
scientists, is increasingly doubted by those who fail to see the worth of knowledge 
about who we are – as a society, as a polity, as a changing nation. As such 
challenges gain credence, we must remember who we are. In times of democratic 
confusion, we are called, not to write for the sake of outputs, but to engage with 
our fellow citizens. We are called to share our expertise not just within academia 
but with external stakeholders and the wider public. We are called to listen not just 
to the political noise but to those silenced by it. It is our professional responsibility 
to bridge the gap between the confusion and the political possibilities. 

 As the new Chair of the Political Studies Association, I believe that the profession 
is well equipped to meet such challenges. The PSA aims to promote and develop 
the study of politics. Our five-year Strategy commits us to a robust period of 
growth. With approximately 2,000 members, from the UK and beyond, the 
community of students of politics – professors and practitioners included – is 
expanding and deepening. Our initiatives support those just beginning to learn 
about politics in schools including arranging visiting lectures from leading 
professionals; assist those teaching A-Level students with our Teachers’ Network; 
and encourage those new to the profession via our Early Career Network. Our 
new PSA Lecture Series at the British Library will engage the wider public both 
in London and, aided by technology, across the UK providing timely expertise 
on contemporary politics and culture. The PSA commitment to three values - 
ambition, professionalism and visibility – will drive our operational priorities as 
well. In 2018 we will launch a redesigned website which will provide space for our 
members and specialist groups to discuss leading research issues as well as giving 
external stakeholders access to expert commentary and updates on PSA public 
events. The PSA is a leading voice as a professional organisation and will continue 
to grow as a proud conduit for expert research and knowledge sharing. 

This year’s Awards Ceremony – our sixteenth – provides an opportunity to 
recognise those who have made an exceptional contribution to the study and 
the practice of politics. It goes without saying that the Awards Committee had 
a tough job and none of their decisions were easy and the competition in each 
category was very strong. Moreover, just like politics itself, it was clear from the 
debate surrounding specific prizes that the Awards Committee were not going 
to be able to please ‘all of the people, all of the time’. Debate, controversy and 
surprise are therefore, to some extent, inevitable but they are also exactly those 
factors that make politics such a special discipline to either study or work within. 

Many thanks too to those who made this evening possible: our Awards Committee; 
our Master of Ceremonies Jon Snow; Avnish Patel, Phil Sooben and all the other 
members of PSA staff for organising the evening; and our sponsors and partners 
SAGE, the Alliance for Useful Evidence, Elsevier, and YouGov. It is a delight to welcome 
you to this event on behalf of the PSA and I hope you have a wonderful evening.

Professor Angelia R. Wilson
Chair, Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom

Welcome



For full information please 
visit the PSA website

www.psa.ac.uk

Political Studies, Political Studies Review, 
The British Journal of Politics and International 
Relations (BJPIR), Politics and Political Insight.

Not only does the PSA exist to develop and promote the study of politics, it also aims to help its members 
develop their skills and advance in their professional careers, through a wide range of activities and 
world-class journals that help enrich the discipline.

Exciting Bene� ts for PSA Members

As part of the publishing partnership between the PSA and SAGE, PSA members have free access 
to an exciting range of bene� ts.

SAGE is proud to 
publish the 
journals of the 
Political Studies 
Association

Join the PSA

• Adam Matthew Archives Direct, a vast curated 
digital archive sourced from the National Archives 
at Kew.

• Over 500 books and reference works on Politics 
and International Relations, hosted on the e-book 
platform, SAGE Knowledge.

• The Digital CQ Press Library which hosts 
everything from the Encyclopedia of the American 
Government to the Supreme Court Collection.

• SAGE Research Methods, the ultimate methods 
library, with more than 1000 books, reference 
works, journal articles, and instructional videos.

• SAGE’s latest data product in Political Science, 
U.S Political Stats, an easy-to-use visualisation 
and research tool.

• Access to a selection of high-quality journals from 
SAGE’s Politics, International Relations, and Public 
Administration journals programme including 
Public Policy and Administration and Teaching 
Public Administration.

Or visit SAGE: 

www.sagepub.com

The British Journal of Politics and International 
Relations (BJPIR), Politics and Political Insight.

Political Studies

7JA866 PSA Awards Advert.indd   1 23/11/2017   10:26
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It’s a great thrill to co-sponsor the Political Studies Association Annual Awards 
this year. As proud publishers of the PSA’s suite of journals we have long 
admired the role they play as one of the major learned societies in the social 
sciences. Not only has the PSA contributed hugely to research and scholarship 
in this vibrant field, it has done so by maintaining influential links with policy 
makers and the media and recognising that the practice and study of politics 
are deeply intertwined. This awards night is a great way to recognise these 
interconnecting themes and an opportunity to congratulate some of the most 
prominent figures in 2017.  

Given SAGE’s own commitment to social science since our founding over fifty 
years ago, it is obvious why our two organizations are so deeply aligned. We 
remain an independent publishing company supporting and championing the 
work of social scientists globally in the belief that their research can and should 
influence the development of healthy minds and healthy cultures. 

But what about the next fifty years? The rise of big data and new technologies 
presents unique opportunities and challenges for social scientists. Our world 
is being reshaped by the Internet and other digital technologies in ways that 
we yet barely understand. This affects not only how we live, but also how we 
understand human society. Just as instruments like the telescope and the 
microscope revolutionized astronomy and biology, our newfound ability to 
assess and measure human interactions with previously impossible immediacy 
and scope will have a profound impact on social and behavioural research. But 
how can we make the most of this opportunity while also calling out the risks 
and avoiding pitfalls?

To answer this question SAGE is actively engaging with researchers, technology 
companies, policy makers and others around the world to help ensure social 
science can rise to the opportunity. We are helping researchers develop skills 
through our range of online data science courses, developing tools that analyse 
data at an unprecedented scale and enabling effective collaborations between 
social scientists and data scientists. Through these means, alongside more 
conventional publishing via books, journals and digital products we hope that 
social science can generate new answers to old questions, as well as explore 
research questions that were previously impossible to study. 

Social science has always been incredibly important in creating a dynamic stock 
of knowledge that has shaped (directly or indirectly) policy and debates in the 
public sphere more generally and the PSA has contributed massively to this. 
SAGE is also proud of the role we have had to play, as a global publisher of such 
research, over the decades. The extraordinary new faultlines and unintended 
consequences that have opened up in the digital age make renewed engagement 
with this work, with new approaches and tools, more important now than ever.

Ziyad Marar
President of Global Publishing at SAGE 

 @ZiyadMarar



8  Political Studies Association Awards 2017

Politician of the Year

JEREMY CORBYN MP

Jeremy Corbyn has been Leader of the Labour Party and Leader of the 
Opposition since 2015.

After leaving school, Mr Corbyn spent two years in Jamaica, with Voluntary 
Service Overseas. Back in the UK, he became a trade union activist, 
with the now defunct National Union of Tailors and Garment Makers, the 
Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Union (AEEU) and then the National 
Union of Public Employees (NUPE). In 1974 he was elected to Haringey 
District Council.

He was elected to Parliament in 1983, becoming the Member of Parliament 
for Islington North, a seat he has held ever since and where he increased 
his majority to 33,215 (73% of the vote) in the 2017 General Election. After 
32 years as a vocal backbencher Mr Corbyn was unexpectedly elected as 
Leader of the Labour Party in 2015 and won a decisive victory in a second 
leadership contest in September 2016. 

He exceeded all expectations in the snap General Election this year. Having 
begun the campaign 20 points behind in the polls, he went on to win 40% 
of the vote, with the Labour Party securing 262 seats in the House of 
Commons. That is the largest increase in the share of the vote by a Labour 
leader since Clement Attlee in 1945, with Mr Corbyn effectively marshalling 
and energising grassroots support and engaging positively with the 
electorate. 

Why he won:

Jeremy Corbyn was chosen by the judges as Politician of the Year “in 
recognition of the significant impact he has had in shaping the political 
agenda, especially in reacting assuredly to the ‘snap’ General Election, 
defying the predictions and expectations of many and increasing electoral 
support”.

Award Winners 2017
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Parliamentarian of the Year 

RUTH DAVIDSON MSP

Ruth Davidson is the MSP for Edinburgh Central and Leader of the Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party. Davidson was first elected to the Scottish 
Parliament in 2011, where she represented Glasgow. Before entering 
politics, Ruth worked in journalism for ten years, first in newspapers, 
before moving to radio and television. The majority of her time was spent 
at the BBC working in news and current affairs as a presenter, reporter and 
documentary maker.  

Following the resignation of predecessor Annabel Goldie, Ruth was elected 
Leader of the Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party in November 2011. 
In 2014 she played a prominent role in ‘Better Together’, the cross-party 
campaign to keep Scotland in the United Kingdom. In May last year, Ruth 
was re-elected to Holyrood as the constituency MSP for Edinburgh Central 
and now leads the Official Opposition in the Scottish Parliament. In the June 
General Election, the Scottish Conservatives returned 13 MPs – an increase 
of 12 and the party’s best result since 1983.

Ruth is engaged to her partner, Jen, and they live in Edinburgh with their 
cocker spaniel, Wilson. In what spare time she has, Ruth enjoys hill walking, 
boxing and writing regular newspaper columns. Her first book is due out 
next year.

Why she won:

The award is in recognition of the effective and astute opposition Ruth 
Davidson has provided in Holyrood, with the judges highlighting her 
“authentic brand of contemporary conservatism that has attracted public 
appeal as epitomised by the gains made in the June 2017 UK General 
Election”. 

Award Winners 2017
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Backbencher of the Year

STELLA CREASY MP

Stella Creasy MP is the Labour Member of Parliament for Walthamstow. 
Stella was elected in 2010, having previously served as a local councillor, 
Mayor and Chief Whip of the Council. Before she became an MP Stella 
helped run a participation charity and worked for the Scout Association, 
helping to develop the campaigning and civic skills of young people. Stella 
has also completed a PhD in Social Psychology from the London School 
of Economics. In her time in Parliament to date, Stella has served on the 
Public Accounts Committee, in Labour’s Shadow Home Affairs and Business 
teams and led campaigns on tackling legal loan sharking, online harassment, 
housing and public debt management. Stella is currently on the Science 
and Technology Select Committee and working on campaigns around PFI, 
housing, women’s equality and tackling Islamophobia. When not working for 
Walthamstow, Stella loves to win at pub quizzes, listen to indie music and 
taste test the good food in her constituency.

Why she won:

This award is in recognition of Stella Creasy’s amendment ahead of the 
Queen’s Speech debate, which garnered cross-party support, and led 
to the government conceding to allow Northern Irish women access 
to NHS abortions in England. The judges were unanimous that “it was 
an achievement undertaken in the best traditions of Parliament and 
demonstrated that equality and social justice should not fall victim to 
political expediency”. 

Award Winners 2017
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Best Use of Evidence – Politician

DR SARAH WOLLASTON MP

Sarah worked on the frontline of the NHS for twenty-four years before 
entering Parliament in 2010. She spent several years as a police forensic 
examiner for Devon and Cornwall Police – mostly seeing victims of sexual 
or domestic violence. For eleven years she worked as a GP on Dartmoor 
and taught junior doctors and medical students as well as examining for the 
Royal College of General Practitioners.

In 2014, Sarah was elected by MPs from both sides of the House of Commons to 
chair the Health Select Committee. The Committee has published many influential 
reports looking at spending and forward planning in the NHS, including public 
health post-2013, a review of the Comprehensive Spending Review and the 
growing pressures on A&E departments. The Committee’s work on childhood 
obesity led to the publication of a Public Health England report on the evidence 
for action on sugar consumption and led to the Government’s Childhood Obesity 
Plan. Sarah was re-elected to the Committee unopposed in 2017.

Why she won:

The award is in recognition of Dr Wollaston’s scrupulous and effective 
defence of the NHS as Chair of the Health Select Committee, based on 
evidence including research, evaluation, public accounts data and economic, 
medical and health studies, and bravely challenging government ministers 
in the process. The judges also acknowledged that “as well as her work in 
health and social care, she has also used evidence to question other areas of 
policy, such as the proposed extension of grammar schools”.

The Alliance for Useful Evidence has partnered with the PSA to highlight the 
Politician – Best Use of Evidence Award. This Award recognises an individual 
politician, active in any UK legislature since December 2016, who has made 
or defended a policy decision clearly based on what the body of evidence 
demonstrates is the best course of action. An open-access network of 3500+ 
members, the Alliance promotes the use of high quality evidence to inform 
decisions on strategy, policy and practice in the UK and beyond.  It does 
this through advocacy, publishing research, sharing ideas and advice, and 
holding events and training.  

Jonathan Breckon, Director of the Alliance for Useful Evidence, said: “It has 
become an increasingly tough environment to talk about evidence-informed 
policy against the back-drop of ‘post-truth’ politics. But we would argue, 
now more than ever, at a time when democratic engagement has been high, 
politics needs to assert its credibility, neutrality, and fight for the common 
good through using good evidence to make policy decisions. We are pleased to 
be partnering with the PSA on the Best Use of Evidence by a Politician Award.”

Award Winners 2017
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Campaigner of the Year 

GINA MILLER

Gina Miller is a prominent business woman, who successfully brought  
R (Miller) v Secretary for State for Exiting the European Union to the 
Supreme Court. In the months since the EU Referendum in June 2016, Gina 
has become a symbol for democracy and political accountability in the 
UK and continues to hold the UK Government to account when they have 
tried to bypass Parliament and put themselves above the law. She has also 
become a vocal advocate for tolerance and speaking up against threats and 
abuse of women and ethnic minorities in the UK, despite receiving a deluge 
of abuse herself. 

When Prime Minister Theresa May announced the General Election earlier 
this year, Gina launched a Best for Britain Campaign, a tactical voting 
initiative supporting Parliamentary candidates who would put principles 
above politics. The campaign also pursued social media and civil initiatives 
that resulted in a huge increase in young and women voter engagement and  
turn-out.    

In 2012 Gina founded the True and Fair Campaign that has been fighting for 
100% transparency on fees and holdings in the UK fund management and 
pension industry. Through her campaigning work in the UK and throughout 
Europe, she has contributed to three EU Directives that will come into 
force in 2018/2019 resulting in vastly improved consumer protection and 
outcomes across Europe. 

Why she won:

The award is in recognition of Gina Miller’s principled Brexit-related stance 
in successfully holding the UK Government to account over Article 50 and 
ensuring the sovereignty of Parliament was recognised by the Supreme 
Court. The judges praised her “courage under fire when challenging the 
UK Government and dealing with the vast level of vitriol that comes in her 
direction”. 

Award Winners 2017
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Journalist of the Year

STEPHEN BUSH

Stephen Bush is Special Correspondent at the New Statesman, where his 
brief is to write about politics in the broadest sense. He started out by 
researching The Telegraph’s morning email, and was hired by the New 
Statesman in 2014. He made his mark during the 2015 Labour leadership 
election, where he scooped the rest of the lobby with polling showing that 
100-1 outsider Jeremy Corbyn was in the lead to replace Ed Miliband. He 
followed this up with a full summer’s ground-breaking reporting on the 
“Corbyn surge”, and is now known as one of the most acute and perceptive 
journalists writing about the new and revitalised left. 

Bush, who studied History at the University of Oxford, writes with insight, 
flair and an eye for an intriguing anecdote or historical parallel. As one of 
the few ethnic minority journalists in the lobby, he brings a fresh perspective 
to stories such as the row over Oxbridge admissions, or the decision to cast 
a black actor as Hermione in the West End play Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child. As well as blogging regularly for the New Statesman website, he 
writes regular magazine columns, and in January this year, he published a 
substantial magazine profile of Diane Abbott. He also writes weekly for the i 
newspaper, and appears on radio and television.

Why he won:

The judges commended Stephen Bush’s “consistently engaging, insightful 
and astute political analysis, especially his skill in capturing developments 
within the Labour Party and coverage of the recent UK General Election”. 

Award Winners 2017
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Broadcaster of the Year

EMMA BARNETT

Emma Barnett is an award-winning journalist and broadcaster. She presents 
the flagship three-hour morning news and interviews programme on 
BBC 5Live. Emma has made a name for herself through her firm but fair 
interviewing style across politics, current affairs, religion, technology and 
culture. Emma is also a regular presenter of BBC Radio 4’s Woman’s Hour. 

During this year’s unexpected General Election and the subsequent 
aftermath, Emma’s interviews regularly made front pages and headlines, 
including her scoop with Theresa May – her first sit down interview after the 
election - during which the PM admitted crying on the night of the results; 
the exclusive interview with Tim Farron – the outgoing leader of the Liberal 
Democrats - about how his faith and politics collided; and, of course, her 
Woman’s Hour interview with Jeremy Corbyn in which he stumbled over the 
figures of a key childcare pledge he had expressly come onto the programme 
to announce.

Emma also presents After the News, a new late-night politics and news show 
on ITV, hosts Sunday Morning Live on BBC One, makes documentaries for 
BBC Radio 4 and the BBC World Service, and writes a weekly column in The 
Sunday Times. Previously she worked at The Telegraph, where she was the 
Women’s Editor and prior to that Technology and Media Editor. Emma has 
delivered a well-received TEDx talk on female ambition called: ‘The Secrets 
that Snails can Teach Women About Success’.

Why she won:

The award is in recognition of Emma Barnett’s contribution to the 
understanding and analysis of politics, with the judges commending her 
“insightful and engaging contributions across various media platforms, 
most notably the incisive interview with Jeremy Corbyn for BBC Radio 4’s 
Woman’s Hour during the recent General Election campaign”.

Award Winners 2017
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Contribution to the Arts and Culture

JAMES GRAHAM

James Graham is a playwright and film and television writer who won the 
Pearson Playwriting Bursary in 2006 and went on to win the Catherine 
Johnson Award for the Best Play in 2007 for his play Eden’s Empire.

James’ play This House premièred at the Cottesloe Theatre in September 
2012 and transferred to the Olivier in 2013 where it enjoyed a sell out run 
and garnered critical acclaim and a huge amount of interest and admiration 
from current and former MPs for his rendition of life in the House of 
Commons. It went on to have a sell-out revival in the West End in 2017. 
James’s play Tory Boyz for the National Youth Theatre caused a storm 
during its run at the Soho Theatre and received excellent reviews for its 
portrayal of young gay men in the modern Conservative Party. His play 
Privacy opened at the Donmar Warehouse in London and later enjoyed an 
American run at the Public Theatre in New York.

His play Ink opened to critical acclaim at the Almeida and transferred to the 
West End in September 2017 and Labour of Love opened a few doors down 
at the Noel Coward Theatre a few weeks later. Quiz opened at Chichester 
Festival Theatre in November 2017. His play The Vote at the Donmar 
Warehouse aired in real time on TV in the final 90 minutes of the 2015 
General Election polling day and was nominated for a BAFTA.

James’ first film for television, Caught in a Trap, was broadcast on ITV1 on 
Boxing Day 2008. His single film Coalition on Channel 4 won plaudits for 
its retelling of the 2010 General Election and the formation of the coalition 
government. He is developing original series and adaptations with Left Bank, 
Cuba Pictures and Channel 4. His film X + Y has been produced by Origin 
Pictures and BBC Films and was on the prestigious ‘Brit List’, the list of the 
best unproduced screenplays in the UK. He is currently working on a feature 
version of the acclaimed memoir Gypsy Boy for BBC films and an adaptation 
of 1984 for director Paul Greengrass.

Why he won:

The Contribution to the Arts and Culture Award is in recognition of the 
illuminating quality of James Graham’s work, with the judges commending 
how he has “reinvigorated political drama, receiving both critical and popular 
acclaim, and has helped establish him as one of the most prolific playwrights 
in modern Britain with ‘This House’, ‘Ink’ and ‘Labour of Love’”.

Award Winners 2017
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Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for Lifetime Contribution  
to Political Studies

PROFESSOR PIPPA NORRIS

Professor Pippa Norris is a comparative political scientist who has taught 
at Harvard for a quarter century. She is Laureate Fellow and Professor of 
Government and International Relations at the University of Sydney, the 
McGuire Lecturer in Comparative Politics at the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government, Harvard University, and Director of the Electoral Integrity 
project. She is ranked the 4th most cited political scientist worldwide (see 
Google scholar for details) and is ranked 2nd in political scientists currently 
most downloaded in the Social Science Research Network (SSRN).

Honours include the 2016 Brown Medal for Democracy, the 2016 Academic 
Leadership in Political Science award by AusPSA, and the 2014 Karl Deutsch 
award by IPSA. 

Her research compares public opinion and elections, political institutions 
and cultures, gender politics, and political communications worldwide. 
She directs a major research project, www.electoralintegrityproject.com, 
established in 2012. A well-known public speaker and prolific author, she 
has published almost fifty books, the most current being: Cultural Backlash: 
The Rise of Populist Authoritarianism (CUP 2018, with Ronald Inglehart) and 
Challenges of U.S. Elections (2018). Her work has been published in more 
than a dozen languages.

In terms of professional service, she has served as member of executive 
councils for the American Political Science Association (APSA), the 
International Political Science Association (IPSA), the Political Studies 
Association of the UK (PSA), and the World Values Survey Association. In 
terms of public service, she has served as the Director of the Democratic 
Governance Group at the United Nations Development Program in New York 
and as an expert consultant for numerous international bodies. 

She has held visiting appointments at Columbia University, the University 
of California-Berkeley, the University of East Anglia, the University of Oslo, 
the University of Cape Town, Otago University, Sydney University, and the 
Australian National University. Prior to joining Harvard in 1992, she taught at 
Edinburgh University. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Politics and Philosophy 
from Warwick University, and Masters and Doctoral degrees in Politics from 
the London School of Economics. 

Why she won:

The judges said, “Professor Norris has been awarded the Sir Isaiah Berlin 
Prize for the significant contribution she has made as a major political 
thinker and in helping to shape academic research on democracy, electoral 
integrity, and populism – all issues that are relevant now more than ever”.

Award Winners 2017
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Political Studies Communicator

PROFESSOR ROGER SCULLY

Roger Scully is currently Professor of Political Science at Cardiff University. 
An Academician of the Academy of Social Sciences, a Fellow of the Royal 
Statistical Society and a Fellow of the Learned Society of Wales, Roger has 
been the Director and Principal Investigator for the Economic and Social 
Research Council-funded 2016 and 2011 Welsh Election Studies and the 2011 
Welsh Referendum Study.

Roger’s work explores political representation in Britain and the European 
Union. He is an accomplished and prolific author, with published titles 
including: Becoming Europeans? Attitudes, Behaviour and Socialisation in 
the European Parliament (2005); Representing Europe’s Citizens? Electoral 
Institutions and the Failure of Parliamentary Representation (2007); and 
Wales Says Yes: Devolution and the 2011 Welsh Referendum (2012). Roger 
is currently writing his first non-academic title, The End of British Party 
Politics? which will be published in early 2018. Roger has also published 
some fifty articles in major academic journals and has contributed chapters 
to nearly thirty books.

Roger is passionate about making politically complex topics understandable 
to all, and is adept at explaining subjects like elections, polling, devolution 
and Brexit to a variety of audiences in an accessible manner. He has written 
widely on these subjects and has published a widely-read blog, Elections in 
Wales, for more than four years.

Roger broadcasts regularly and works closely with YouGov and ITV-Cymru 
Wales to produce and report on the Welsh Political Barometer – the only 
regular opinion poll carried out in Wales.

As a consultant, Roger regularly works with both private and public sector 
organisations to explore the potential implications that major political 
developments can have on them. Roger’s expertise has been called upon on 
numerous occasions by specialist committees in the various UK Parliaments. 
He has also spoken frequently at party conferences, and given many 
presentations and lectures at public events throughout the UK, across 
Europe, in North America and in Hong Kong. 

Why he won:

Professor Roger Scully was chosen by the judges for “the authoritative and 
tangible contribution he has made researching and commenting upon Welsh 
politics as well as astutely conveying wider political issues and enhancing the 
public understanding of politics via the media”. 

Award Winners 2017
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Innovation in Teaching Politics (Group) Award

DR HELENA FARRAND CARRAPICO AND  
DR PATRYCJA ROZBICKA

Dr Helena Farrand Carrapico is a Senior Lecturer in Politics and International 
Relations at Aston University and a Co-director for the Aston Centre for 
Europe and its Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence. Her research focuses 
on European internal security. She holds a doctoral degree in Social 
and Political Sciences from the European University Institute, where she 
developed her thesis on the securitization of organised crime. She has 
published in journals such as the Journal of Common Market Studies, 
European Foreign Affairs Review, Crime, Law and Social Change, European 
Security, and Global Crime. She is also co-editor of several edited 
volumes including EU Borders and Shifting Internal Security: Technology, 
Externalization and Accountability, published with Springer. She has 
attracted research funding from the European Commission, the Economic 
and Social Research Council, the British Academy, and the Royal Society.

Dr Patrycja Rozbicka is a Lecturer in Politics and International Relations 
at Aston University, Aston Centre for Europe. She previously worked at 
the Ruhr University Bochum, Germany, the University of Victoria, BC, 
Canada, and was a visiting researcher at the Institute of European Studies, 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium. She finished her PhD at the European 
University Institute, Florence, Italy. Her main area of research is around 
participation of interest groups in the European and national policy-making 
and transposition processes which includes questions like: how influential 
are interest groups; access routes for lobbyists and their effectiveness; and, 
regulation of interest groups’ access to policy-makers. She also focuses on 
the regulation of the live music industry in the UK and EU. The main issues 
there are: the influence of Brexit on the live music industry and stakeholder 
participation in the regulation.

Helena and Patrycja have been teaching a combined final year and MA 
module called EuroSim for the last two years. Because of this module, 
students undergo a transformative experience enabling them to improve 
their self-esteem, social abilities and professional skills, and deepen their 
knowledge of the internal process of EU policy-making.

Why they won:

The judges were in agreement that the Aston EuroSim Module effectively 
applied a ‘learning by doing’ approach, thereby increasing knowledge and 
understanding of EU affairs, especially for UK-based students and having a 
demonstrable influence as best practice both within Aston University and 
beyond.

Award Winners 2017

Dr Helena Farrand 
Carrapico

Dr Patrycja Rozbicka
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Jo Cox Prize for Public Service and Active Citizenship

DR SARAH MARIE HALL 

Dr Sarah Marie Hall is Lecturer in Human Geography at the University 
of Manchester. Her research sits in the broad field of feminist political 
economy: understanding how socio-economic processes are shaped by 
gender relations, lived experience and social difference. From 2012-2015 
she held a Hallsworth Research Fellowship in Political Economy, also at the 
University of Manchester. During this time, she developed the Everyday 
Austerity research project, which explored the impact of austerity on 
everyday life in the UK. The project involved a two-year ethnography with 
families and communities in Greater Manchester, gathering first-hand, 
personal accounts of everyday life in austerity with public sector cuts as the 
backdrop.

In July 2016, the Everyday Austerity Exhibition was launched: a compilation 
of original field notes, interview sound-bites, and collected materials were 
displayed alongside illustrated vignettes by local zine-maker Stef Bradley, to 
‘lift the lid’ on austerity. This unique multi-sensory exhibition then embarked 
on a year-long tour of Greater Manchester, visited by thousands of people 
across the region and beyond. Earlier this year, this time working with North-
West illustrator Claire Stringer, findings from the project were turned into a 
zine and distributed across the country. The key aim of both the exhibition 
and zine was to engage the public in the research in novel ways, beyond 
hefty reports, florid academic language, closed-door conferences and steep 
pay walls.

Sarah is also a member of the Management Committee of the Women’s 
Budget Group and co-author of the Intersecting Inequalities research report 
(with the Runnymede Trust and RECLAIM), the first study to evidence the 
disproportionate and devastating impact of austerity policies on BME women 
in the UK. Using these research expertise and findings, Sarah has worked 
with local and national organisations, including Citizens Advice, Shelter, 
LGBT Foundation and Manchester City Council, to advise, train and empower 
groups to tackle the injustices produced and perpetuated by the current 
economic system.

Why she won:

The Jo Cox Prize is in recognition of early career academics that have 
delivered impact by working closely with policymakers and/or wider society 
for the ‘public good’. Dr Hall was chosen as the recipient of this inaugural 
award, with the judges commending her “research into socio-economic 
issues, including the unique ‘Everyday Austerity’ exhibition which moved 
beyond academia and the media to engage directly with the public as well as 
reflecting the values and ethos espoused by the late Jo Cox”. 

Award Winners 2017
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Special Recognition Award: 
BBC/ITV/SKY JOINT EXIT POLL

PROFESSOR JOHN CURTICE, PATRICK ENGLISH,  
PROFESSOR STEPHEN FISHER, PROFESSOR ROB FORD, 
DR JOUNI KUHA, DR JONATHAN MELLON,  
PROFESSOR ROGER MORTIMORE,  
PROFESSOR COLIN RALLINGS AND  
PROFESSOR MICHAEL THRASHER

The exit poll, which is commissioned jointly by the BBC, ITV News and Sky, 
aims to forecast when the polls close at 10pm the outcome of a General 
Election. For those who wish to go to bed the forecast enables them to go to 
sleep with an idea of the likely outcome. For those who propose to stay up, it 
provides a benchmark against which to read the runes of the early results – 
and gives politicians some warning of and an opportunity to prepare for the 
fate that may be about to befall them.

For the General Election in June, the exit poll exercise forecast that the 
Conservatives would win 314 seats, Labour 266, the SNP 34, Liberal 
Democrats 14, Plaid Cymru 3 and Greens 1, with 18 seats taken by parties 
in Northern Ireland (which is not covered by the poll). In the event, the 
Conservatives won 318 seats, Labour 262, SNP 35, Liberal Democrats 
12, Plaid Cymru 4 and Greens 1 – an average error per party of two seats. 
For the third election in a row the exercise correctly indicated that the 
expectations many had formed of the result were about to be confounded.

Between them the academic members of the exit poll team are responsible 
for four key parts of the exercise. The first is agreeing its design and scope 
with the commissioners and the two polling companies involved, GFK and 
Ipsos MORI. The second is the creation of a database of past election results 
and information about the social and economic characteristics of every 
parliamentary constituency. The third is the selection of new sampling 
points, where necessary. Finally, members of the team are responsible for 
the modelling and analysis of the data collected outside polling stations 
on polling day by GFK and Ipsos MORI, and the subsequent translation of 
the results into a forecast in terms of seats that is broadcast by the three 
television companies when Big Ben strikes ten.

Why they won:

The judges agreed that the academic members of the exit poll team 
“deserve recognition for their wide range of academic skills and the 
methodology used as well as the subsequent analysis of the forecast,  
which had an immense impact during election night”. 

Award Winners 2017

Image courtesy 
of ITV News
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Award Winners 2017

W.J.M. Mackenzie Book Prize 
POLITICAL TURBULENCE: HOW SOCIAL MEDIA SHAPE 
COLLECTIVE ACTION (PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS) 

PROFESSOR HELEN MARGETTS, PROFESSOR PETER 
JOHN, DR SCOTT HALE AND DR TAHA YASSERI

As people spend increasing proportions of their daily lives using social media, 
such as Twitter and Facebook, they are being invited to support myriad political 
causes by sharing, liking, endorsing, or downloading. Chain reactions caused 
by these tiny acts of participation form a growing part of collective action 
today, from neighborhood campaigns to global political movements. Political 
Turbulence reveals that, in fact, most attempts at collective action online do 
not succeed, but some give rise to huge mobilizations – even revolutions.    

Drawing on large-scale data generated from the Internet and real-world events, 
Political Turbulence shows how mobilizations that succeed are unpredictable, 
unstable, and often unsustainable. To better understand this unruly new force 
in the political world, the authors use experiments that test how social media 
influence citizens deciding whether or not to participate. They show how 
different personality types react to social influences and identify which types of 
people are willing to participate at an early stage in a mobilization when there 
are few supporters or signals of viability. The authors argue that pluralism is the 
model of democracy that is emerging in the social media age – not the ordered, 
organized vision of early pluralists, but a chaotic, turbulent form of politics.

This book demonstrates how data science and experimentation with social 
data can provide a methodological toolkit for understanding, shaping, and 
perhaps even predicting the outcomes of this democratic turbulence.

Helen Margetts is Professor of Society and the Internet, Fellow of Mansfield 
College, Associate Member of the Department of Politics and International 
Relations, and Director of the Oxford Internet Institute, all at the University 
of Oxford, and a Turing Fellow of the Alan Turing Institute for Data 
Science. Peter John is Professor of Political Science and Public Policy at 
University College London and will become Professor of Public Policy in the 
Department of Political Economy at King’s College London from January 
2018. Scott Hale is a Senior Data Scientist and Research Fellow at the Oxford 
Internet Institute, University of Oxford, and a Turing Fellow. Taha Yasseri 
is a Senior Research Fellow in Computational Social Science at the Oxford 
Internet Institute, University of Oxford and a Turing Fellow. 

Why they won:

The winner of the W.J.M. Mackenzie Book Prize is Political Turbulence: How 
Social Media Shape Collective Action (Princeton University Press). This was 
the unanimous choice of a jury of distinguished academics, who commented 
that: “Political Turbulence is a methodologically innovative book with real world 
resonance and reach. It brings computational social science to bear on pressing 
political questions about the impact of social media on patterns of democratic 
participation. It does so with rigour, originality and measured judgement. It 
provides powerful new insights about democracy in our turbulent times.”
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PSA Student Short Video Competition 2017:  
“Fake News: Is this the End of Facts?”

The PSA Student Short Video Competition is open to post-16 students 
and this year entrants were asked to examine what fake news is and 
its consequences. Entrants were encouraged to think creatively and to 
adopt a broad approach that challenged dominant assumptions and/
or offered new perspectives. Short-listed teams were invited to a jury 
meeting in Parliament hosted by the Rt Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of 
the House of Commons, on 7th November. The winning team now have 
the opportunity to undertake a week’s work placement at the polling 
agency YouGov, who have kindly sponsored this year’s competition.  

Winners:

METHODIST COLLEGE BELFAST

Hala Heenan, Jake Lowry and Shannon McKeown-Gilmore are all 
Year 12 students at Methodist College Belfast. Currently studying for 
their A Levels, Hala wishes to read History at university whilst Jake 
and Shannon are hoping to pursue careers in law. In addition to an 
interest in politics, all three students are heavily involved in the music 
department at their school and take part in various activities ranging 
from Bar Mock Trial to Model United Nations.

The title, “Fake News - Is This the End of Facts?” prompted many ideas 
as to the concept and structure for the video. The students settled 
on the style of a news report to highlight the irony of the reporting 
of fake news. This form also allowed the students to seamlessly move 
from one idea to the next and enabled to them to include a number 
of informative ‘sub reports’ such as the history of fake news and the 
consequences that this will have on voters and young people.

The students heard about the PSA video competition a few months ago 
and they were already good friends, so it made perfect sense to come 
together as a team - despite a few friendly quarrels surrounding the video 
they were able to work together as a cohesive team to finish the project!

Why they won: 

While the judging panel was impressed by the quality of all four 
finalists, the team from Belfast were exceptional in terms of their 
attention to both structure and content with a strong narrative 
flow, creativity and humour throughout and the use of clear and 
well researched evidence to support their presentation. They also 
performed well in the interview with the jury and were full of ideas 
and enthusiasm such that the conversation could have continued for 
much longer had there been time.     

Award Winners 2017

Sponsored by
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Shortlist for Political Image of the Year 

The Political Image of the Year category is now in its second year and is 
an award for a photographer/photojournalist that has captured an issue, 
event or individual(s) of political importance in a skilful and visually striking, 
evocative or humorous way. The five shortlisted nominations are below: 

1. President Trump meets with Prime Minister 
Theresa May at the White House  
(27 January 2017)  
by Christopher Furlong / Getty Images

2. Leader of the Labour Party Jeremy Corbyn 
addressing the crowd at the Pyramid Stage, 
Glastonbury Festival (24 June 2017)  
by David Levene for The Guardian

3. Visit of David Davis, British Secretary of 
State for Exiting the European Union, to the 
European Commission (12 July 2017)  
by Jennifer Jacquemart, European 
Commission Audiovisual Services

4. Prime Minister Theresa May is handed a 
P45 by prankster Simon Bodkin during 
her speech at the Conservative Party 
Conference (4 October 2017)  
by Peter Byrne / Press Association

5. Prime Minister Theresa May waits for 
European Council President Donald Tusk 
prior to a bilateral meeting during an EU 
Summit in Brussels (20 October 2017)  
by Geert Vanden Wijngaert / Associated 
Press

PSA Awards 2017

The above images are courtesy of the photographers and the winner is 
chosen by guest vote at the PSA Awards Dinner. 



Join the PSA today

Not only does the PSA develop and promote the study of politics, it is also dedicated 
to investing in the skills and professional development of our members, through a wide 
range of activities and world-class journals that enrich the discipline. 

Membership benefits include: 

• Members’ discounts on our Annual Conference. Save more than the cost of your 
membership when you attend!

• An exciting programme of events throughout the year, including the forthcoming 
PSA – British Library Lecture Series 2018

• Workshops to enhance academic and professional development

• Subscription to the PSA’s Publications, including the quarterly members’ magazine 
exploring developments in political studies

• Access to travel grants and awards 

• Access to a network of Specialist Groups

• Opportunities to be nominated for PSA Prizes celebrating outstanding 
achievements in academia and teaching

• For PhD students and early career academics within three years of their viva, 
membership of the PSA is now only £10 via our Early Career Network (ECN).

It’s an exciting time to be studying and discussing politics so please visit  
www.psa.ac.uk/psa-membership/benefits-and-publications to view membership 
offers and to join the PSA’s growing network of academics, practitioners, policymakers 
and journalists.
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