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Resilience, expertise, and hope on 
display at our first digital Annual 
International Conference!
We were delighted to welcome over 900 delegates to the 

PSA's first-ever online Annual International Conference 
2021 (PSA21), convened in partnership with Queens University 
Belfast (QUB) and SAGE Publishing from 29-31 March.

Our 71st conference, held remotely due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, invited contributions from around the world on topics as 
wide-ranging as the global economy; democratic institutions; climate; 
public health and international security. All whilst exploring our 
conference theme of ‘Resilience. Expertise. Hope.’.

The conference programme reflected the wide breadth of expertise 
Continued on p4

within the PSA’s membership, featuring over 850 papers and 214 
panels with scholars, journalists and practitioners presenting their 
research to members over three days. 

Our first ever digital conference saw an expert-led keynote panel 
on ‘Brexit and Northern Ireland’ with The Irish Times' Fintan O'Toole 
and Professor Katy Hayward, in conversation with Queen University 
Belfast’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Richard English. 

We were also delighted to welcome Professor Brendan O'Leary, 
from the University of Pennsylvania, for our Keynote Lecture on 
institutional layering in and over Northern Ireland. 

http://psa.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/PolStudiesAssoc?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/polstudiesassoc/
https://www.instagram.com/polstudiesassoc/
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A message from our Chair

There are many purposes 
to our conference, 
including presenting 
work, discovering the 
work of others, meeting 
and networking, and 
seeing old friends.

CEO’s View
Michelle Doyle Wildman

Since the last PSA News, we have had our annual conference, 
always one of the highlights of the PSA year. Well, I say always 

– but a year ago ‘circumstances’ forced us to cancel the conference 
shortly before it was due to take place. The persistence of those 
circumstances meant that we had to take the decision in the 
autumn that this year’s conference would be online only.

While it was very disappointing that we were not able to visit 
Belfast, going online was undoubtedly the right call. And thanks to a 
huge amount of work from many people, including the PSA staff and 
the conference convening team at Queens University Belfast, our 
first online annual conference was unquestionably a success. I cannot 

claim that we got everything right, but I do think that we got most 
things right, and the overwhelmingly positive feedback we have had 
from conference participants supports that. I was delighted that so 

many people were able to take part in 
the conference: in fact, with over 1000 
registered, this was our biggest annual 
conference ever.

There are many purposes to our 
conference, including presenting work, 
discovering the work of others, meeting 
and networking, and seeing old friends. 
While these could not work in quite the 
same way online, I was struck by the 
very positive way so many conference 
participants took advantage of the 
opportunities available. My personal 

highlight was the online speed mentoring session – it was great to 
meet a couple of junior colleagues, and I hope I was able to give them 
some helpful advice!

Another of the purposes of conference is to celebrate excellence 
and success. I was delighted that we were able to announce a range of 
prizes to some incredibly deserving winners during the conference. Being 
involved in judging, I can attest to the staggering depth and strength of 
the nominations received – evidence of a very vibrant discipline.

Elsewhere in this edition of PSA News we have details of the newly 
elected trustees of the association. I very much look forward to working 
with them – while also bidding a fond farewell to those trustees who 
are standing down, as well as to our staff member Jamie Roberts who 
will have become familiar to many of you through her work over the 
last few years. Thanks for all your contributions to the PSA – it has been 
a pleasure and a privilege to work with you.

Welcome to the latest issue of PSA News – dedicated to 
marking our annual international and undergraduate 

conferences. As our Chair, Roger, reflects above, these conferences 
were a tremendous showcase for the best of teaching and research 
in Politics and International Relations, and the culmination of a 
remarkable 12 months in our history. The PSA team of staff and 
trustees are very proud of how our community has come together 
during this time; as recognised and celebrated in our 2020/21 PSA 
academic prizes (featured on page 8). A number of uncertainties 
and challenges remain about how the next year may play out. 
So whether it’s the return to working in person; the security of 
funding, courses or departments; Brexit or the progress of the 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill, to name just a few, the 
PSA remains committed to supporting the health of our discipline. 
As part of this, we would appreciate you taking part in the next 
Member Survey in June so we can gather insights to steer our 

Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion work.

Thank you for 
being part of the PSA. 
I dearly hope you 
will lean into some 
of the wonderful 
opportunities we have 
in the offing including 
being active in our 
Early Careers Network 
as a committee 
member (page 17) or 
taking part in its annual online conference in July. Spearheaded by the 
Environmental Politics Specialist Group, we also want to hear about your 
work in relation to the COP26 climate change summit (page 17) which 
is due to be held in Glasgow in November. Another powerful example 
of making a contribution to our association is being willing to edit one 
of our esteemed journals and we welcome, on page 18, the teams from 
Goldsmiths (Politics) and Leeds (BJPIR) who will take over from our 
brilliant colleagues from Queen Mary, University of London and the 
University of Edinburgh over the summer.”
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Thank you also to our partners Sage Publishing without whom our 
conference would not have been possible. And finally, to our exhibitors, 
whose adverts can be found throughout this edition, a thank you to:

In the first of our two public events, Dr Gemma Bird joined 
Dr Maria-Adriana Deiana in discussing her time in the field as 
an ‘activist scholar’ working with refugees in the Balkans and 
the challenges posed. Our next public event took place on 
Wednesday with Professor Gary Younge and Dr Zubaida Haque 
in conversation. Together they discussed the Black Lives Matter 
movement and the impact of COVID-19 on ethnic minorities, as 
well as analysing the role racism plays in contemporary Britain. 

Alongside our two inspiring public events and lively research 
panel discussions, were a variety of member-oriented events 
aimed to help promote academic research. Attendees were able 
to meet the editors of the PSA’s prestigious journals, as well as 
the team behind our magazine Political Insight for expert advice 
on reaching audiences beyond academia. 

The PSA's Teaching and Learning Network hosted two 
important panels on the lessons learned from online teaching 
during the pandemic, building upon the knowledge and exchange 
of ideas gained from the award-winning webinar series. 

PSA21 also provided our Early Career Network with a 
unique opportunity for scholars at the start of their careers 
to meet and learn more experienced colleagues, via our speed 
mentoring session. We would like to thank Professor Sarah Childs 
for delivering a fascinating keynote to our ECN on feminist 
democratic representation, as well as providing insight into her 
journey to becoming an academic.  

Finally, we would like to extend a special thank you from the 
PSA Team to the academic convenors from Queen's University 
Belfast, who helped make our conference possible:

Professor Alister Miskimmon
Dr Stefan Andreasson

They were supported by the 
fantastic QUB organising team:

Professor Alister Miskimmon Dr Stefan Andreasson

Dr Timofey Agarin

Dr Keith Breen

Dr Maria Deiana

Dr Viviane Gravey

Dr Jamie HagenDr Chris Raymond

Dr Muiris MacCarthaigh
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Political Studies and  
Civic Universities
Our trustee Dr Andy Mycock, responsible for research and impact, 
brought together a fantastic panel on how those engaged in political 
studies can get their universities to engage in the public policy debate, 
as well as community engagement. 

PSA21  
Highlights

Keynote Lecture with  
Professor Brendan O’Leary
Internationally renowned scholar Professor Brendan O’Leary delivered 
the conference keynote this year with an address entitled ‘Heath 
Robinson meets Lijphart: A guide to institutional layering in and over 
Northern Ireland’. Chaired by Queen’s University Belfast’s Professor 
John Garry, the conversation covered the impact of Brexit on Northern 
Ireland, evoking the cartoons of Heath Robinson to discuss the protocol 
agreed by the EU and UK.

“We Can’t Breathe” 
Professor Gary Younge 
in conversation with 
Zubaida Haque
We were delighted to welcome to PSA21 
Professor Gary Younge and Dr Zubaida Haque. 
Together they discussed the Black Lives Matter 
movement impact on British politics, the 
consequences of the COVID-19 on ethnic 
minorities in the UK, as well as analyzing the role 
that racism plays in contemporary Britain.

Political Insight Panel
Political Insight’s editor Peter Geoghegan gathered an  
expert panel at our online Annual Conference to discuss the wider 
opportunities open to scholars, through media engagement, of sharing 
their research and ideas. The panel also addressed the many challenges 
faced in communicating complex ideas to a non-specialist audience.

Meet the PSA’s  
Journal Editors
In a wide-ranging conversation chaired by the ECN’s Heather Alberro, 
the teams behind our journals Political Studies; Politics; Political Studies 
Review and British Journal of Politics and International Relations 
discussed the editorial process, the decision making behind each 
edition and the impact of COVID-19 on publishing.

WATCH

WATCH

WATCH

WATCH

WATCH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akUqw0u33aM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mpp7XqoqAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIeqm1e5EOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5yRelvDyd0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZjl1zG35Rw&t=2s
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Celebrating our Scholars and 
Specialist Groups at our Annual 
Conference #PSA21
Jennie Lee Prize 
Jonathan Floyd

Elizabeth Wiskemann Prize 
Clare Rice

Politics Society of the Year 
University of York Politics Society

Joni Lovenduski Prize 
Maria Sobolewska

Lord Bryce Prize 
Maryhen Jimenez Morales

Shirin M. Rai Prize 
Joseph Haigh

Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize 
Vivien Lowndes

Mackenzie Book Prize 
Marc Geddes

Sir Bernard Crick Prize 
Sarah Liu

Sir Ernest Barker Prize 
Hollie Mackenzie

Richard Rose Prize 
Meryl Kenny

Walter Bagehot Prize 
Alexandra Meakin

Political Communicator of the Year 
Meg Russell FBA

McDougall Trust Prize 
Anna Sanders

Specialist Group of the Year 
Participatory and Deliberative 
Democracy Specialist Group

Specialist Group of the Year 
British and Comparative Political 
Economy Specialist Group

As part of this year’s online Annual Conference, we were pleased to 
celebrate the fantastic achievements of our members, networks, and 

specialist groups with our prestigious Academic Prizes.
On behalf of the staff and trustees of the PSA we would like to thank 

everyone who entered or were nominated in this year’s prizes. While we 
were sad not to be able to come together in Belfast, we nonetheless took 
to our social media channels to mark the prizes virtually #PSAPrizes. 

The PSA hopes you will join us in celebrating the achievements of our 
colleagues and this showcase of the very best of our discipline.

The full citations for each Academic Prize can be read at the PSA website.
The PSA would like to extend a massive thank you to all our judges 

without whom our Academic Prizes would not be possible. 

Dissertation Prizes Judges: Dr Mihaela Mihai, Prof. Arshin Adib-
Moghaddam, Dr Antonio Cerella, Dr Karl Pike, Dr Stephen Greasley, 
Dr Maarja Lühiste, Dr Annette Stimmer, Dr Sophia Price, Prof. Manjeet 
Ramgotra, Dr Kate Dommett, Dr Sam Power, Dr Dishil Shrimankar and Dr 
Francisco Panizza.
Group Prizes Judges: Dr Arianna Giovannini, Prof James Weinberg and 
Prof Roger Awan-Scully
Teaching Prizes Judges: Dr Donna Smith and Prof John Craig
Career Prizes Judges: Prof Roger Awan-Scully, Dr Arianna Giovannini, Dr 
Indrajit Roy and Dr Amelia Hadfield
Mackenzie Book Prize Judges: Prof Alan Finlayson, Dr Simon Choat, Prof 
Christina Boswell, Dr Neema Begum and Dr Katy Hayward

https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/psa-announces-its-academic-prizes-2020-21
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PSA members rate the 
UK’s democracy in our 
recent survey!
Written by Roger Awan-Scully

PSA members may recall receiving a request to participate 
in a survey in December. Fortunately, this was not one of 

those requests to indicate our level of satisfaction with our 
most recent pizza delivery, or similar. This survey was conducted 
in collaboration with Bright Line Watch (BLW) – itself a 
collaboration between Dartmouth College and the universities 
of Chicago and Rochester. They have been working for some 
years on democratic practices, their resilience, and potential 
threats.

Among BLW’s work has been several surveys of both experts 
and the public in the USA about support for and the functioning 
of democratic norms and practices. They have also been extending 
their work to explore similar questions in other countries and 
contacted us at the PSA last autumn about a UK study. We were 
delighted to work with them on this.

The survey was conducted online; it opened on 11 December 
2020, was closed on 12 January 2021, and gathered a total of 274 
responses. Respondents were asked about both the importance 
of various democratic principles and practices, and the UK's 
performance on these. Ratings on the importance of the 30 
statements on democratic values are summarized in the following 
chart 

(these showed striking similarities to findings from the most
recent such survey conducted in the USA):

When it came to evaluations of the UK’s democratic
performance, the following figure summarises what we found: 

PSA members in the UK generally evaluated the democratic 
performance of the UK rather more favorably than American 
experts did for US performance. Among the constituent parts of the 
UK, the nation that was rated the highest performer was Scotland 
(71.1% of respondents). When asked about the poorest performers, 
43.5% of experts indicated England and 44.4% selected Northern 
Ireland.

The data present a fascinating picture of how UK-based scholars 
view the functioning of our own political system. I look forward to 
exploring them further myself. Others wishing to examine the data 
can find them at the Bright Line Watch website.

Professor Roger Awan-Scully is the Chair of the Political 
Studies Association. 

http://brightlinewatch.org/about-us-new/
http://brightlinewatch.org
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The PSA’s prestigious magazine Political Insight is now into its 
eleventh year and it continues to give academics a unique platform 

to present their research and analysis of contemporary issues to the 
benefit of a wider, non-specialist audience. 

Political Insight’s editor Peter Geoghegan gathered an expert panel 
featuring Roger Awan-Scully; Arianna Giovannini; Katy Hayward; Will 
Jennings and Kate Dommett at our online Annual Conference to 
discuss the wider communication opportunities open to scholars in our 
discipline. 

There was support on the role of a scholar being to shape and inform 
public debate on politics, public affairs, or the state of the world. The 
ambition in communicating academic research should be to produce a 
better public policy outcome through a sharing of knowledge.

One panelist shared being told by a commercial editor that her article 
was ‘too dense' to be published. It was a powerful lesson. The starting 
place for too many scholars is that they write never expecting to be 
read. The journey towards writing for a wider audience starts with being 
as clear as possible about your point from the start and this also helps 
avoid being quoted out of context or otherwise being misconstrued. 

The panel also explored the challenges and opportunities of the 
immediacy and reach of publishing online and on social media. As well 
as deadlines often being very tight (hours rather than days), you rarely 
get to have a say on the headline of a piece – which can attract the ire 
of readers who have not read the full article. The key is to stand behind 
every point made and accept audiences may have a different and at 

times hostile responses to your arguments.
The crucial point is to write for the audience and medium. This can 

make you a better academic, they noted, as jargon and technical terms, 
common in mainstream academic works, must be stripped back and 
replaced with accessible language and a clear narrative.

The panel encouraged scholars to hone their skills through blogging 
and being interviewed by local media as well as seizing the opportunity 
to do if media training is offered at your university or employer. 

Political Insight is the 
PSA’s public-facing magazine, 
available to all PSA members 
as part of their membership 
package. Members can 
choose to receive it either 
as a hardcopy or digitally 
and can view the entire back 
catalogue of editions on the 
PSA website. With a large 
and ever-growing readership, 
writing for Political Insight 
offers a fantastic way to 
inform readers of your latest 
research and raise your 
profile in the discipline and 
beyond.  

Political Insight: How to write effectively 
for a wide audience and why it matters
Written by John Pollock

Welcome to our new PSA trustees: 
Amelia Hadfield  
and Roula Nezi

We are pleased to announce that the 
University of Surrey’s Professor Amelia 
Hadfield and Dr Roula Nezi will be joining 
the PSA Executive Committee for a three-
year term following our recent trustee 
elections. 

Amelia is the Head of the Department 
of Politics, and Chair in European and 
International Affairs.

Roula is a Lecturer in Political Science, 
also at the University of Surrey.

Announcing our 2021 
Trustee election results

Congratulations too  
for Yvonne Galligan

Additionally, we are delighted to tell you that 
Professor Yvonne Galligan (Dublin Institute of 
Technology/ Technological University Dublin) 
will continue as our Honorary Treasurer for a 
second three-year term.

The PSA staff and trustees wish to thank the 
five candidates who stood for election and to 
all our members who took the opportunity to 
vote.   

If you are not a PSA member but wish to vote 
in future EC elections, join the Political Studies 
Association today.

Amelia Hadfield

Roula Nezi

Yvonne Galligan

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/plia/current
https://www.psa.ac.uk/members
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Following the enormous success of our 
2021 Annual International conference 

are delighted to announce that our 72nd 
conference will be convened by our 
friends at the University of York on 10-
13 April 2022.

With sponsorship from our lead 
partners SAGE Publishing, this event will 
seek to explore Politics from the Margins. 
As the world recovers from COVID-19, 
issues, and actors hitherto at the margins 
of politics have forced their way to the 
mainstream. This 2022 PSA conference 
will take ‘the margins’ as a vantage 
point to investigate political issues and 
developments. The Conference invites 
reflection on shifting centres of power 
in the global, regional, national, and 
subnational political order.

The convening team will be led by 
Head of Department Professor Nina 
Caspersen alongside a team including 
Dr Sara de Jong and Dr Indrajit Roy, both 
Senior Lecturers at York's Department 
of Politics and in-coming co-directors 
of the York Interdisciplinary Global 
Development Centre. 

Professor Caspersen said: “We look 
forward to welcoming our friends from 
throughout the academic community 
and beyond to join us at the University 
of York for what promises to be a unique 
opportunity to further research agendas 
that seek to address the most pressing 
global challenges of our times and 
foreground perspectives that have often 
been marginalised". 

Michelle Doyle Wildman, the PSA’s 
Chief Executive, adds: “It is vital that the 
PSA continues to give the widest range 
of scholars and students the opportunity 
to develop their skills and enrich their 
knowledge. We are so looking forward 
to working with the inspiring and 

impressive University of York team to do 
just that”.

Looking forward to the conference, the 
Chair of the PSA, Professor Roger Awan-
Scully, commented that: 

“Our York 
conference will 
offer to people, 
right across 
political studies, 
the opportunity to 
once again meet, 
present and explore 
ideas. I am already 
looking forward 
to the opportunity 
working with 
the York team 
in developing 
the conference 
programme over 
the next year - and 
then to experience 
some fascinating 
events and 
sessions.”

Join us in 2022 to 
explore ‘Politics 
from the Margins’

Dr Indrajit Roy

Professor Nina Caspersen 

Dr Sara de Jong
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In Memoriam: 
Dr Judi Atkins 
Written by Sophia Hatzisavvidou, Alan Finlayson, James 
Martin, and David Moon

We are all deeply saddened to learn of the sudden death of 
Dr Judi Atkins, Senior Lecturer in Politics at Aston University, 

Birmingham.
Judi was a scholar of growing reputation in the field of British 

politics and rhetoric. She was a founding member and long-serving 
secretary of the Rhetoric, Discourse and Politics specialist group, 
and a regular attendee at annual PSA Conferences. Her research 
cast new light on speech and argument in contemporary UK politics 
and governance. Among her many publications are journal articles 
and monographs on New Labour, the coalition government, and 
rhetorical methods of analysis. Most recently, she was working on 
a project funded by the Leverhulme Trust on Britishness and the 
rhetoric of the Queen’s Christmas message. 

Before taking up her post at Aston in 2018, Judi was a lecturer 
at Coventry University and, prior to that, a research assistant on 
projects at the Universities of Swansea and Leeds. She completed 
her undergraduate studies and her PhD at the University of 
Birmingham.

Judi was a consistently kind and supportive colleague to all 
those who worked with her and to whom she often listened with 
sympathy and patience. Never one to dominate a conference 
panel or parade her professional discomforts, she often saved her 
exuberance for the drinks afterwards, where her warmth shone 
through. She was always pleased to catch up with academic friends 
and often shared her immense pride for the achievements of her 
daughter, Rhiannydd. 

We are all proud to have known Judi and will remember with 
great affection her intellectual contribution and her friendship.

Much of Judi’s body of work was published in PSA 
journals. All of them have been made open access.

• Rhetoric and Audience Reception: An Analysis of 
Theresa May’s Vision of Britain and Britishness after 
Brexit, Politics 2021 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
full/10.1177/0263395721991411

• Narrative, Persona and Performance: The Case of Theresa May 
2016-2017, BJPIR 2020, with John Gaffney https://journals.
sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1369148120910985

• 'As Shakespeare so memorably said...': Quotation, rhetoric, 
and the performance of politics, Political Studies 2016, 
with Alan Finlayson https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
full/10.1111/1467-9248.12156

• Narrating One Nation: The Ideology and Rhetoric of the 
Miliband Labour Party, Politics 2015 https://journals.sagepub.
com/doi/10.1111/1467-9256.12076

• A Renewed Social Democracy for an 'Age of Internationalism': 
An Interpretivist Account of New Labour’s Foreign Policy, BJPIR 
2013 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-
856X.2012.00536.x

• '…A 40-Year-Old Black Man Made the Point to Me': Anecdotes, 
Everyday Knowledge and the Performance of Leadership in 
British Politics, Political Studies 2013, with Alan Finlayson 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-
9248.2012.00953.x

• Moral Argument and the Justification of Policy: New Labour’s 
Case for Welfare Reform, BJPIR 2020 https://journals.sagepub.
com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-856X.2010.00415.x

• How Virtue Theoretic Arguments may be used in the 
Justification of Policy, Politics 2008 https://journals.sagepub.
com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9256.2008.00321.x

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395721991411
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395721991411
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1369148120910985
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1369148120910985
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/1467-9248.12156
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/1467-9248.12156
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1111/1467-9256.12076
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1111/1467-9256.12076
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-856X.2012.00536.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-856X.2012.00536.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-9248.2012.00953.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-9248.2012.00953.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-856X.2010.00415.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-856X.2010.00415.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9256.2008.00321.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9256.2008.00321.x
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Remembering  
our former  
Chair, Lord  
Trevor Smith 
Written by Andrew Massey

With the sad announcement of his death on 24th April, Trevor 
Smith (Professor the Lord Smith of Clifton of Mount Sandel 

in the County of Londonderry, Kt) has left a void which it will be 
impossible to fill. We shall not see his like again. An academic, a 
Vice Chancellor, a politician, Chair of a major charity, writer, wit, 
and raconteur. Before moving to Northern Ireland as the Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Ulster, in 1991, a post he held 
until 1998, Smith hardly missed a PSA conference and was Chair 
of the Association in 1988-89. While at Ulster he accommodated 
the annual conference and few who heard his after-dinner speech 
would forget it; excoriating the ‘pale, male and stale’ (a phrase he 
claimed to have invented) barriers to peace. With his commitment 
to reconciliation and equality he was quietly, but actively involved 
in the peace process and during his tenure hosted President 
Clinton as well as Prime Ministers Major and Blair. 

Born in 1937 in the East End of London, Smith’s autobiography, 
Workhouse to Westminster, charts his rise from relative poverty 
in pre-war London, through the Blitz and a string of indifferent 
or downright Dickensian schools, night school, and the LSE, to an 
academic career and politics in Westminster. All achieved with an 
indomitable belief in his own ability. He didn’t so much swagger 
through life, he hurtled through it. It often seemed he lived more 
than one lifespan, he certainly combined more than one career. 

Throughout it all several traits remained constant. He was a 
lifelong Liberal (and then Liberal Democrat) politician. Always to 
the left of his party, he never forgave Nick Clegg for reneging on 

University fees and the introduction of student loans at usurious 
rates of interest and voted against it in the Lords. He championed 
the rights of migrants and issues of equality and diversity for 
decades, long before they became mainstream. As Chair of the 
Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust, he financed a range of radical 
innovations throughout the UK, including Charter 88. A fellow 
member of the PSA once remarked that Trevor had not only 
written about the British Constitution, he had done more than 
almost anyone else to  positively change it. He was honest and 
completely incorruptible, always doing what his conscience knew 
was ‘right’, even when it (as it often did) brought him personal 
difficulties. And he was a devoted friend and family man. His love 
of family and friends was the core part of his personality and it 
was informed from an early age by his spirituality. He would help 
anyone in trouble, without fuss and without seeking publicity 
or personal reward. He was surrounded all his life by friends and 
family of all faiths and none; he cherished them all. As we indeed 
cherished him. To adapt one of his own aphorisms (and he had 
many), in a way that could be applied to him. When saloon bar 
types say, ‘we don’t know the half of it’, they are guilty of serious 
under-estimation. He died quietly, surrounded by his wife and children 
– as he would have wanted it. 
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Demystifying Careers in 
Government and Politics
On 14 April, the PSA, with our partners the Edge Foundation 

and HM Treasury, hosted a virtual careers event for current 
undergraduates studying politics, international relations, or 
cognate disciplines. Co-organised by Dr James Weinberg (PSA 
trustee) and Josh Platt (Her Majesty's Treasury), this event was 
designed to help draw back the curtain on 'what' political careers 
look like and 'how' they are accessed.

A special thank you to our Chair Jill Rutter from the Institute 
for Government and our panellists; Cat Smith, the Labour MP for 
Lancaster and Fleetwood; Tanya Abraham from YouGov; Cat Little 
from Her Majesty's Treasury, and Tom Fletcher the Principal of 
Hertford Oxford. 

If you are an undergraduate student and interested in attending 
more of our events, why not become a PSA member today?

Celebrating the next 
generation of scholars at our 
Undergraduate Conference!
We were delighted to welcome over 80 students to this year’s 

digital Undergraduate Conference. Representing over 18 
institutions and speaking from all around the world, the conference 
was an exciting and unique opportunity for students to present 
their research to their peers. 

Participants spoke on a range of topics including: Brexit; Climate 
change; Democracy; COVID-19’s impact on Politics and the role of 
Authoritarianism in the 21st Century. The panels featured high-quality 
presentations with original data delivered assuredly by confident, 
young speakers and some lively Q&As. 

In addition to the student-led panels, we were delighted to 
welcome Professor John Barry of Queen’s University, Belfast to deliver 
a fascinating keynote lecture on climate change. Comparing the 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic with the international response 
to tackling climate change, John captivated the audience with an 
emotive presentation of the dangers facing our planet and the need for 
a widespread, civic response.

One of our most popular sessions concerned careers after university. 
A huge thank you to the BBC’S Emma Vardy, Professor Sarah Childs 
from Royal Holloway, YouGov’s Tanya Abraham, and Hattie Andrews 
from the Politics Project for joining us.  Our students were fascinated 
to hear from these experienced speakers on the multitude of different 
paths open to them. 

This year’s conference, despite being delivered in a digital format, 
showed just how keen undergraduates are to get involved with the PSA. 
Hosted days before the main PSA Annual Conference, the PSA would 
like to offer our wholehearted thanks to our academic convenors for 
the conference PSA Trustee Dr James Weinberg, from the University of 
Sheffield and Dr Muiris MacCarthaigh from Queen’s University Belfast.

Remember, PSA Student members may attend our 2022 
Undergraduate Conference for free. PSA Student Membership costs 
only £10 per year. So why not spread the word or join the PSA today? 

Click here for more information on our membership offer.

WATCH

https://www.psa.ac.uk/members
https://www.psa.ac.uk/members
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_RVYqSzcy8
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On Monday 15 March, the Political Studies Association, in 
partnership with the University of East Anglia held our 

Political Speech Competition to celebrate World Speech Day. 
Each year, our competition dares students to speak up on issues 

important to them. We saw a fantastic number of entries this year 
and our ten finalists worked hard to perfect their political speeches.

Our winner was Laila Shah, from the University of Bristol, who 
delivered her winning speech, on the repatriation of colonial cultural 
artefacts. You can watch her full speech below. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_N15Y7eQiUg

In second place Hal Meakin, from Brunel University, delivered his 
speech, on the rights of workers in a post-COVID-19 era. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iorjNn2niqs
Nahidah Khan, of SOAS University, came in third place, delivering her 
speech, on the importance of political literacy for young people. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-lE9pOOMjk

A special thank you to our judges, speechwriter Simon Lancaster, 
Phillip Collins from the New Statesman & Times, Rebecca Deegan, the 
Founder of I Have a Voice. 

You can watch our full event below.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQLXjxIyzuE&t=1s

Congratulations to the 
winners and participants of 
our 2021 Student Political 
Speech Competition!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_N15Y7eQiUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iorjNn2niqs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-lE9pOOMjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQLXjxIyzuE&t=1s
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Coming in June, teaching 
politics and IR: ‘Key Issues, 
Skills, Pedagogy’ webinar series!

The Teaching and Learning Network’s (TLN) next webinar 
series, Teaching politics and IR: “Key Issues, Skills, 

Pedagogy”, is due to start in June with events on teaching 
politics and IR, delivered by expert political studies academics for 
PSA members and open to the wider academic community. 

Each session lasts around one hour, in Zoom. You can sign up for 
all of them or just the ones that interest you.

Coming soon:

Flipping the COVID-19 Classroom 
• Dr Adrian Millican and Dr Thomas Robinson,  

Durham University  
Friday 11 June 3-4pm

Title to be confirmed (TBC)
• Dr Jonathan Floyd, University of Bristol 

Tuesday 15 June, 3-4pm

Betrayal / Forgiveness*: Sneaking quantitative 
methods into substantive teaching and assessment 
in Politics and International Relations
• Dr Kathrin Thomas & Dr Adrian Millican, University 

of Aberdeen & Durham University 
Wednesday 23 June 3-4.30pm

What can YouTuber’s teach us about creating 
engaging content?
• Dr Liam McLoughlin, University of London (Birkbeck) 

Tuesday 29 June 3-4pm

Academic Freedom in a Virtual Classroom: Learning 
and Teaching ‘Controversial’ Topics
• Dr Sarah Liu, University of Edinburgh 

Monday 5 July 4-5pm

The TLN awarded Special Recognition Award at 
Annual Conference! 
At the PSA’s annual conference in March, the PSA Teaching and 
Learning Network (TLN) held two panel events. ‘Twelve Months 
of Teaching Online - What Worked Well and What Didn’t’ led by 
network co-chair Dr Donna Smith and ‘Twelve Months of Teaching 
Online: What Works and What Doesn’t’ led by Professor John Craig. 

The TLN were also delighted to win the Special Recognition Award 
from the PSA for extraordinary contribution to the profession over 
the last year, awarded during the PSA Annual Conference

  https://twitter.com/PSATeaching

Panic! At the work placement! 
• Dr Pete Woodcock, University of Huddersfield  

Wednesday 9 June 12-1pm

https://twitter.com/PSATeaching
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The Early Career Network Committee is looking for new members 
for the 2021-2022 academic year and would be delighted if you 

would like to nominate yourself or another member. Nominations 
or expressions of interest should be sent to ecn@psa.ac.uk by 
Friday 25 June 2021.

The specific positions that are available are Chair, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Communications Officer, and Equality, Diversity, and 
Inclusion Officer. Brief role descriptions can be found below. This is an 
excellent opportunity to get involved in an active, dynamic, and highly 
collegiate committee, to contribute to an array of well-received events 
and activities organised by the ECN, and to shape the future of the 
PSA's provision for early career researchers.

In the wake of the climate crisis, the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

and Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) have 
both called for urgent and ‘transformative’ changes across all 
sectors of society.

In the lead-up to this year’s ‘Twin COPs’- the UN Biodiversity 
conference COP15 set to take place in October and the UN climate 
change conference COP26 taking place in November- we are 
seeking blog submissions (600-800 words).

Call for Papers  
for COP26

We are looking to explore critically and imaginatively what 
the ‘transformative change’ emphasised by intergovernmental 
organisations, activists, indigenous peoples, and other major global 
actors might entail. What sorts of technological, socioeconomic, 
cultural, political, and ethical changes are needed to collectively 
stem the tides of loss and disintegration afflicting terra?

If you are interested, please send your submissions to: 
psa.environment@gmail.com

Nominations are open 
for our Early Career 
Network Committee!

All the roles entail attendance at ECN meetings, which take place 
at most once a month, either in person or via Skype. Further, all 
committee members are involved in the organisation of the ECN's 
events (such as activities at the PSA Annual International Conference, 
and the ECN's own annual conference), and should be available to 
attend at least some of them over the course of the year. All travel 
and subsistence costs incurred in relation to ECN activities can be 
claimed back from the PSA, and ECN committee members enjoy free 
attendance at the PSA Annual International Conference.

Find out more at the link here 

You can be a member of the PSA's ECN from when you started a 
doctoral degree until three years after the completion of a doctoral 
viva. Only £20 a year Membership - it's a full PSA membership, at a 
reduced price. Join today! Nominations are now open and will close on Friday 

25 June, with elections held as necessary after that.

To nominate yourself or someone else (with their permission) please 
send an email to ecn@psa.ac.uk indicating the position that you or the 
nominee wish to stand for along with a short (200 words maximum) 
statement on why you or the nominee are suitable for the post and 
wish to stand for it.

mailto:ecn%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:psa.environment%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/group-news/nominations-open-early-career-network-committee
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/early-career-network
mailto:ecn%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
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The Political Studies Association (PSA) is delighted to announce 
the new editorial teams for these well-respected journals who 

will take up the reins from 1 August 2021.
The PSA’s British Journal of Politics and International Relations 

(BJPIR) will be edited by an impressive team based at the University of 
Leeds: 

Emma-Louise Anderson 
Derek Edyvane
Richard Hayton
Jack Holland
Victoria Honeyman

“We are excited by this opportunity to build on 
the tremendous work of the Edinburgh editorial 
team and extend BJPIR’s excellent reputation. 
Our vision for BJPIR is to expand its potential as 
a journal of global reach and significance and 
to embed British politics in the politics of global 
challenges. Given the structural inequalities in 
the academy, we are committed to ensuring that 
BJPIR is at the forefront of driving much-needed 
change.”

Introducing our new editorial teams for 
the PSA’s BJPIR and Politics journals

The brilliant team from Goldsmiths, University of London will 
take over editing the PSA’s Politics journal, introducing:

Elizabeth Evans
Simon Griffiths
Eskandar Sadeghi-Boroujerdi 
Martina Tazzioli

“We are thrilled to continue the good work 
undertaken by the team at Queen Mary. Our 
collective vision for the journal is to develop an 
expanded and critical view of politics, paying 
particular attention to perspectives from the 
Global South, radical political praxis and political 
economy.”   

We wish to thank all those colleagues and institutions who took part 
in this process and responded to our call for editors. Their applications 
were of a very high standard and illustrated the strength of our 
discipline.

You can find more on the PSA’s journals published with SAGE 
Publishing here.

https://journals.sagepub.com/home/bpi
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/pol?_gl=1*1o6qret*_ga*MTE5MzUyMDQ2Ny4xNTg2MjYzMTk3*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTYyMDExMzQ1Ny4xOC4xLjE2MjAxMTM0OTEuMA..*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTYyMDExMzQ5MS4xLjAuMTYyMDExMzQ5MS4w
https://www.psa.ac.uk/resources
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Dates for 
your Diary

PSA Early Career Network Annual Conference
The Political Studies Association Early Career Network is delighted 
to announce a call for papers for our second international virtual 
conference. This July 5th-9th, Random Access Memories (#RAM21) will 
showcase early career scholars’ research from around the world and 
providing a forum for the presentation and discussion of research, with 
feedback from peers and experienced discussants alike.

‘Identities and Ideologies' Virtual Conference
Thursday 3rd - Friday 4th June 2021 

The PSA Politics and History and Conservatism Studies specialist groups 
will be holding a virtual conference on the topic of 'Identities and 
Ideologies'.

This is a highly inclusive event, and we especially encourage 
submissions from groups typically under-represented in academia, as 
well as early-career researchers. There will also be no conference fee. 

To submit a paper, please send a paper title, an abstract (no more 
than 250 words), your affiliation and a contact email address to David 
Jeffery - djeffery@liverpool.ac.uk

PSA Parliaments Annual Conference 
roundtable: The past, present & future of 
parliamentary studies
2pm, 9 June 2021

Register Online
This is the seventh and final panel of the PSA Parliaments Online 
Conference.
The speakers are:
• Emma Crewe
• Shane Martin
• Michelle Taylor-Robinson

The PSA Parliaments team will also be presenting the findings of a 
survey of the sub-discipline. 

The event is free and open to all but please register beforehand.

Elections in a time of crisis workshop
Date: May 20th 
The Centre for Britain and Europe at the University of Surrey are 
pleased to announce an exciting online workshop on elections in 
a time of crisis. Join academic experts for two panels, the first of 
which will explore the results of May’s elections in Scotland, Wales, 
and England and what they tell us about the current post-pandemic 
state of British politics. Our second panel explores new and engaging 
approaches to the study of elections. As well as gaining expert 
academic insights, there will be plenty of opportunity to ask questions.

Event Programme:
09:15-9:30: Coffee and catch-up

09:30-09:45: Welcome
Dr Alia Middleton and Dr Roula Nezi

09:45-10:45: Post-Pandemic Elections in the UK
Dr Matt Wall (Swansea), Dr Alistair Clark (Newcastle) and Professor 
Rob Johns (Essex)
10:45-11:00: Break

11:00-12:00: Towards New Approaches in Electoral Analysis
Dr Tereza Capelos (Birmingham), Dr Marina Costa Lobo (Lisbon) and Dr 
Jon Wheatley (Oxford Brookes)

Register here

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/psa-parliaments-annual-conference-panel-7-tickets-128635232443
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/people/alia-middleton
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/people/roula-nezi
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/staff/arts-and-humanities/politics/wall-m/
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/gps/staff/profile/alistairclark.html#background
https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/johns18500/robert-johns
https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/johns18500/robert-johns
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/gov/capelos-tereza.aspx
https://www.ics.ulisboa.pt/en/pessoa/marina-costa-lobo
https://www.brookes.ac.uk/templates/pages/staff.aspx?wid=&op=full&uid=p0083029
https://www.brookes.ac.uk/templates/pages/staff.aspx?wid=&op=full&uid=p0083029
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/elections-in-a-time-of-crisis-workshop-tickets-151479566461
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The Political Studies Association and the Financial Times 
are pleased to announce the launch of our School Blog 

Competition 2021, supported by UK Parliament & the Association 
for Citizenship Teaching (ACT).

We're seeking creative and forward-thinking ideas from 
16–19-year-olds in this joint competition to find the best political 
blog.

Students from across the world are invited to write 500-600 
words by Monday 31 May (12:00noon GMT) on 'Pandemic Politics: 
How has coronavirus changed UK Politics?'

Students should aim to demonstrate excellent writing skills, 
presenting a well-reasoned argument, individuality and where 
appropriate backing up their arguments with relevant data and 
research. 

We are proud to launch this competition in partnership with 
the Financial Times as part of its Education programme, which 
offers free digital subscription to 16-19 year-olds in full-time 
education and to their teachers across the world. This launch 
coincides with the Political Studies Association's new offer of 
membership for Schools. School Membership costs £25 per year 
which allows up to 10 teachers and staff members, at the same 
institution, to access our membership benefits. The winning blog 
will be published on the FT, the PSA Blog and printed in the PSA's 
magazine Political Insight. Entrants will be invited to an awards 
ceremony in July (further details tbc). 

To enter, send your article to info@psa.ac.uk by Monday 31 May 
2021

Student Blog Competition: 
How has coronavirus 
changed UK Politics?

https://enterprise.ft.com/en-gb/services/group-subscriptions/secondary-education/?
https://www.psa.ac.uk/school-membership
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/pli
mailto:info%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:info%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
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MEET THE TRUSTEE

Meet the Trustee

Reflections 
on PSA 21
From the outset, I have to say how much I missed the 

beautiful city of Belfast and the untold levels of human 
interaction you get at conferences. I missed the visual and 
audible interaction you normally get during the panels, and 
the chance to continue the exchange of ideas as you walk 
down a hallway together. 

However, with that said, going digital this year meant I was 
less distracted, less of a social butterfly, and I attended a panel 
in every single session for the first time in my life. The quality 
of the papers for our Conference this year was superb. Thanks 
to the technology at our fingertips, I was able to interact with 
our brilliant paper givers at length and on Twitter. Through our 
online platform, I could clarify my questions before asking and 
once the event was over, I could revisit panels I had missed. This 
was incredibly helpful, particularly if, like me, you have several 
research areas of interest.

The quality of speakers this year was also exceptional. I felt 
for the Chairs during a few of our keynotes. The calibre of the 
presentations and expertise on display was so good. I was left 
wondering how they could build upon them with questions, 
but they succeeded and produced some truly memorable 
conversations. 

I should not admit it, I was watching the conference from 
home, so I was wearing comfortable attire and was even able to 
do a few sit-ups during a Q&A. You do not get that (nor would 
you want to see it) at a live PSA conference!  

Overall, a huge thank you to our Events Manager, the 
incredible Misty Hammond, and the entire PSA team for 
managing a digital conference during the most challenging of 
circumstances. Thank you also to the conference academics 
Stefan Andreasson and Alister Miskimmon and the Queen's 
University, Belfast team. Thank you for the support too of SAGE 
and our many sponsors and exhibitors. All of you helped produce 
a fantastic conference with high calibre papers and panels and for 
that, we should be very proud. 

Looking forward, whether we are together in person, in a 
hybrid model, or fully online again, I look forward to us learning 
from what worked this year and building upon the experience. 
Importantly, I look forward to seeing you all for our next 
conference in York 2022.

Dr Mark Shephard is a Trustee of the Political 
Studies Association and a Senior Lecturer in politics 
at the School of Government and Public Policy, 
University of Strathclyde.



Your membership!

• Discounted rates on our Annual Conference

• Access to PSA journals and magazines, including 
Political Insight

• Grants for attending UK and international events and 
conferences

• Access to 60 specialist groups

• Discounted rates on room hire at our London office

• Eligibility for our prestigious academic prizes

…and so much more!!

Want to spread the news about PSA membership?  
Find our rates below:

For Public Members our annual rate is £40.

Our annual rates for Academic Members are:

£92   for Academics earning more than £60k per year

£82  for Academics earning £40k-60k per year

£72  for Academics earning less than £40k per year

£60  for Retired Members

£40  for Unwaged Academics

£20  for Early Career Network Members

£10  for Students (undergraduate and masters)

We also offer a Lifetime Retired rate for a one-time 
payment of £500.

Are you a teacher? Take a look at our Schools 
Membership for only £25 a year.

 @PolStudiesAssoc

Visit www.psa.ac.uk/members  
for more information

Your PSA membership includes even more than PSA News:

https://twitter.com/PolStudiesAssoc?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

