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Looking forward to the 
PSA Annual Conference?  
Me too!! Edinburgh 

is glorious and I know we 
will all have a great time!  I 
want to personally invite 
you to attend the Annual 
General Meeting (there will 
be wine....). While the PSA 
trustees act as the strategic 
“GPS”; the CEO and Staff are 
the drivers; the whole reason 
to keep this organizational 
vehicle moving towards 
helpful professional service 
is the fantastic engaged 
membership.  Please do 
come along to the AGM to 
discuss our financial future, 
our service development and 
governance...did I mention the 
free glass of wine?

 @PolStudiesAssoc
 @polstudiesassoc

 polstudiesassoc

A big thank you from the PSA team and 
University of Edinburgh Conference convenors 
for submitting papers to this conference. Now 

is the time to register to secure your place. Remember 
the early bird discount rates are available until January 
27th so be sure to sign up today.

As the PSA turns 70, politics faces multiple 
uncertainties. The international liberal order is being 
challenged by new security threats and domestic 
nationalist resurgences. Established party systems are 
disintegrating as trust in representative democracy 
diminishes. Confronted with a climate emergency, 
traditional policies of growth and consumption 
are under increased scrutiny. Ours is also a time of 
democratic institutional innovation, path-breaking 
constitutional experiments and vibrant bottom-up 

practices of inclusive decision-making. 
Against this backdrop of change, falling back on 

well-tested theories and practices seems less and less 
productive. Radical and accelerating transformations 
call for new ways of understanding, explaining and 
intervening in the political world.

PSA’s 70th anniversary provides us with a double 
opportunity: to take stock of these transformations 
and in light of them to re-imagine both the study 
and practice of politics. The conference programme is 
shaping up to be a fascinating and lively opportunity 
for our association to address a conference theme of 
‘Reimagining Politics!’ 

We hope to see you all in the Scottish capital in 
April. Keep abreast of all things conference on the PSA 
website.

JOIN US IN EDINBURGH 
FOR OUR ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 2020
by Misty Hammond, PSA Events Manager
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Chair’s Message continued from page 1

The PSA team and I wish you a successful and fulfilling year 
ahead. The PSA celebrates its 70th anniversary in 2020 and we 
will be taking this opportunity to highlight the achievements 

of those committed to the study of politics and encourage 
reflection and debate on the future challenges and opportunities 
facing our discipline and society.

We will be kicking this off early in the year with our Specialist Group 
‘What’s happening’ showcase in London on 23rd January on democratic 
renewal see page 7 and, of course, our annual ‘reimagining politics’ 
conference in Edinburgh – see page 8 for more details. I dearly hope 
you can participate in this or another of the many activities at your 
disposal as a PSA member. It would be great if you can encourage your 
colleagues and students to get involved too!

I continue to be impressed by the PSA Early Careers Network – this is a 
lively body of up and coming academics with an impressively enthusiastic 
committee at its helm who really understand and seek to support those 
at this stage of their studies and careers. Page 16 covers one recent 
example, a ‘Bridging the gap’ seminar for ECRs on pursuing careers inside 
and outside of academia.  I would strongly encourage any PhD student or 
those within two years of their Viva to join this brilliant network.

In this issue of PSA News, we look back on an extraordinary political 
autumn including our 18th annual awards ceremony and how we 
injected the expertise of PSA members into the public discourse 
through media briefings, social media and reporting. Enjoy!

CEO’S MESSAGE
Michelle Doyle Wildman

Over the last few months in this column, I have noted the financial 
challenges presented to our profession, and to learned societies, from 
Plan S and the move towards Open Access. Ideologically, I completely 
endorse the move towards OA. It seems now that the plan for the UK 
will have less of an impact on individual social science academics than 
once feared. Nevertheless, a concerning development is the high-level 
questioning of the ‘point of learned societies’. I never thought the UK 
HE sector would call into question the professional benefit of learned 
societies, but like most of the charity sector, it seems some think our 
work might be better done by the private sector and/or publishing 
industry. These are not yet times of crisis, but there are certainly signs 
of change. Moving forward, I encourage you to keep a keen eye on 
these developments.

Despite the uncertainty in the publications industry, we are about 

to sign another five-year contract with SAGE. We believe this gives 
us financial stability for the foreseeable future as we continue to 
work towards income diversification. The PSA trustees maintain a 
commitment to transparency and financial responsibility. We will need 
to tighten our belt a bit, but we have made good investments (e.g. in 
the building and website) and continue to have sufficient reserves.  The 
details of the contract and the wider budget will be a key topic for the 
AGM.

The PSA has weathered much change in the last couple of years.  
For example, despite staff change, the PSA has continued to improve 
membership services, outreach and publications. A few hiccups have 
happened with the new website, but this is to be expected on the 
journey of change for better and more innovative communication.  I 
hope that members will continue to stick with us as we complete the 
website project over the coming year and know that we will continue 
to deliver excellent member services – conferences, specialist group 
activities and other resources for research and teaching. 

I can confidently predict that change will continue to happen for 
the PSA and the wider HE sector.  But I can similarly predict that the 
PSA trustees, the staff, the PSA volunteer army and our members 
will continue to adapt to this change thoughtfully, strategically and 
enthusiastically. Despite the challenges of change, we continue to see 
change as an opportunity to better serve our members and the wider 
professional community.

By the time this edition of PSA News is in print, the trustees will 
have selected the next Chair and Vice Chair. I know they will bring 
new energy to guiding this organization. If you are looking for an 
opportunity for engaged service to the profession, I invite you to 
consider putting your name forward to be come a trustee. Elections are 
in the spring and we have four trustee positions open this year. If you 
are looking for a line on your c.v., please serve somewhere else. If you 
are looking to roll your sleeves up, shape the profession and get ‘stuff’ 
done, then this is the place for you!

Angelia Wilson
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The PSA held a General Election breakfast media briefing on the 
morning of 14 November at the Institute for Government. Expert 
analysis was offered by PSA members Sir John Curtice, Professor 

of Politics, University of Strathclyde; Professor Ailsa Henderson, 
Professor of Political Science, University of Edinburgh; Professor Jon 
Tonge, University of Liverpool and Professor Roger Awan-Scully, 
University of Cardiff. 

The UK’s third general election within five calendar years offered 
a timely opportunity for an expert discussion looking at the likely 
outcomes and scenarios that could play out. 

The panel was chaired by Dr Catherine Haddon, Senior Fellow at the 
Institute for Government. Offering a wide range of analysis covering 
all UK geographic regions, PSA’s media briefing provided invited guests 
and journalists an engaging and lively expert-led discussion about the 
fourth major electoral event in the last six years.

Sir John Curtice looked at whether this was really a Brexit election. 
His discussion outlined that the most important issues during the 
campaign were likely to be Brexit, the economy, crime and the 
environment. Professor Ailsa Henderson provided the outlook from 
Scotland where she explained key marginal seats and the wider 
volatility in Scottish constituencies. She also offered predictions based 
on different scenarios including the 2017 results and the European 
elections.

An expert on Northern Ireland, Professor Jon Tonge started his talk 
with the state of play broken down by the number of seats each party 
held. His analysis provided insight as to the losses and gains from the 
2017 election performance and a prediction of which seats will be held 
by which party across Northern Ireland.

Professor Roger Awan-Scully explained the reasons behind the long 
history of Labour dominance in Wales and showcased the latest Welsh 
political barometer poll showing the likely outcomes for all parties 
involved in the 2019 election. He outlined how Wales would potentially 
play a key role in securing the Conservatives a majority. His segment 
also highlighted how the Remain Alliance was more important in Wales 
than anywhere else in the United Kingdom.

This event was attended by journalists from a wide range of national 
and international media outlets including the Financial Times, BBC, 
Sky News, the New York Times, the Economist, the Guardian as well as 

GENERAL ELECTION MEDIA BRIEFING
09 December 2019
By John Pollock, Communications and Media Relations Officer

newspapers from continental Europe and the East Asia. The journalists 
were invited to join our experts in ‘break-off’ Q&As following the 
panel discussion with the room filled with conversation, chatter and 
impromptu interviews. The event was live streamed on PSA’s social 
media channels with a significant amount of engagement seen on 
Twitter on the day of and those following the briefing. 
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2019 was a year of high drama in British politics, with 
defections, elections and party evictions, all of which 
were acknowledged at the 18th Annual Political Studies 

Association (PSA) Awards, held on November 13th in Church House 
Westminster.  

Hosted by veteran journalist Michael Crick, the awards celebrate 
those on the frontline in the battle for parliamentary democracy 
and social justice. Our winners came from all professions with 
politicians, campaigners, journalists and individuals selected by the 
PSA jury for their courage, their pursuit for the truth and above all 
their commitment to the democracy process. 

The RT Hon David Gauke MP was awarded Politician of the Year. 
In his acceptance speech he made national news by announcing 
that he would stand as an independent in his constituency of South 
West Hertfordshire following the removal of the whip earlier in 
the year. In good humour he also welcomed the addition to the 
Westminster lexicon of the “Gaukeward Squad”, a group of MPs 
opposed to a no-deal Brexit.  

Luciana Berger and Anna Soubry were joint winners for the PSA 
award for Political Courage.

RT Hon Hilary Benn MP was awarded Parliamentarian of the Year; 
RT Hon John Bercow was awarded the Lifetime Achievement in 
Politics award.

Sir David Attenborough and Extinction Rebellion were both 
awarded Campaigner of the Year. For Sir David Attenborough, the 
PSA celebrated his determined campaign in the last twelve months 
to raise awareness of humanity’s impact on our planet. Extinction 
Rebellion were also recognised for the impact the campaign had, 
adding a sense of urgency on the issue of climate change.

The BBC’s Emma Vardy was awarded Journalist of the Year by our 
judges. Praise was heaped for the bravery she demonstrated in door 
stopping members of Saoradh, regarded as the political wing of the 
New IRA, following the murder of journalist Lyra McKee. 

Legendary interviewer Andrew Neil was awarded Broadcaster of 
the Year. 

The Political Podcast of the Year award went to Bellingcat 
and was accepted by its founder Eliot Higgins for its episode on 
Malaysian Airlines Flight 17.

The Irish Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar TD was recognised with the 
PSA’s International Recognition award whilst Norman Lamb was 
awarded the PSA’S Best Use of Evidence award. 

Carolyn Harris MP and Alison Thewliss MP were both awarded 
Backbencher of the Year award. Carolyn Harris was recognised for 
her call for a Children’s Funeral Fund (CFF), which was implemented 
this year. Alison Thewliss was recognised for her campaign to scrap 
the “rape clause” from the government’s benefits policy. 

Lisa McGee was awarded the PSA’s Contribution to the Arts and 

PSA RECOGNISES POLITICAL 
COURAGE AT ITS 18TH 
ANNUAL AWARDS
By John Pollock, Communications and Media Relations Officer
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Further details on what is available, 
room rates and how to book are 
available in our Terms & Conditions 
document.

In the meantime, please contact the 
PSA office directly to make a booking 
and arrange payment by emailing 
info@psa.ac.uk.

THE PSA HAS 
MEETING ROOMS 
AVAILABLE TO HIRE 
WITH DISCOUNT 
RATES FOR MEMBERS. 

Culture Award with the judges keen to recognise Derry Girls, her 
ground breaking sitcom. 

Professor Carole Pateman was awarded the Sir Isaiah Berlin 
Award for Lifetime Contribution to Political Studies for her work 
on political theory. 

Dr Katy Hayward was awarded the PSA’s Political Studies 
Communicator. The judges selected Dr Hayward for her accessible 
communications on Northern Ireland and Brexit. 

Finally, Dr Angela O’Hagan was awarded for her tireless efforts 
in informing the public on how gender shapes decisions on 
budgets and hence people’s lives. 

The PSA Awards were held on November 11th at Church 
House in Westminster and were broadcast on BBC Parliament on 
December 21st. The full broadcast can be found on BBC iPlayer.
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MEET THE 2020 PSA TEAM
Michelle Doyle
Michelle is our Chief Executive. In this 
role she leads the PSA administrative 
team, handles the organisation’s 
public affairs and regularly engages 
with stakeholders. Prior to joining the 
PSA, Michelle worked at Parentkind 
in May 2015 as its Policy and 
Communications Director and became 
the charity’s CEO in May 2017.

Adam Brown
Adam is our Membership 
Administrator. Adam is responsible 
for all membership related enquires 
and growing our membership. In this 
capacity he is the first port of call 
for members and database related 
queries. Prior to this role, Adam 
worked at the Conservative Party’s 
headquarters and handled all issues 
relating to membership and party 
finance matters.  

Robert Rogers
Robert is the PSA’s Administrator, 
handling the day to day operations 
Including. In this role he handles 
general enquiries and our meeting 
room bookings. Prior to joining the 
PSA, Robert worked at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office as a Support 
Officer within the Africa Directorate.

Jamie Rogers
Jamie is the PSA’s Development 
Officer for Teaching & Learning. She 
manages the PSA Schools outreach 
programme, including our annual 
Student Video Competition, sponsored 
by YouGov, and our Student Blog 
Competition in partnership with 
the Financial Times. Jamie is also 
responsible for our Undergraduate 
programme of work, which includes 
organising our Annual Undergraduate 
Conference.

John Pollock
John is the PSA’s Communications 
and Media Relations Officer. He is 
responsible for all digital and media 
engagement undertaken by the 
association and works closely with 
academic members and journalists to 
promote research. In this role he serves 
as the editor of the PSA’S blog series. 
Prior to joining the PSA, John worked 
for the Legatum Institute, a think tank 
and charity based near Westminster.  

Misty Hammond
Misty is the PSA’s Events Manager. 
She leads the PSA’s Annual 
International Conference, the 
association’s public facing Annual 
Awards, as well as a series of lectures 
held in partnership with the British 
Library. Prior to joining the PSA, 
Misty has overseen over 60 events 
at another membership based 
association. 

Miriam Fox
Miriam is the PSA’s Finance Officer. In 
this capacity she manages the day to 
day finances of the organisation and 
handles expenses for members and 
trustees. She is chiefly responsible for 
the management of our accounts and 
payments. Prior to this role, Miriam 
worked in investment banking in the 
City of London where she worked 
in foreign exchanges and futures 
markets. 

Rosie Inman
Rosie is the PSA’s Development 
Officer. She is responsible for 
overseeing the work of the PSA’s 61 
Specialist Groups; supporting the 
organisation’s Equality & Diversity 
programme; and managing the PSA’s 
Academic Prizes. Prior to the PSA, 
Rosie worked as national Women’s 
Officer at the National Union 
of Students Wales and Swansea 
University Students’ Union.
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On January 23rd the third instalment of the What’s Happening? 
series will once again bring together PSA Specialist Groups, 
British Academy members, journalists, policymakers and the 

interested general public to unravel the events that have had the 
nation talking over the past 12 months.

The last few years have been politically tumultuous, bringing many 
of our assumptions about how the political world works into question. 
From the constitutional crisis generated by Brexit in the UK, to the 
rise of far-right leaders and parties across Europe the very idea of 
representative democracy seems to be increasingly under question. 

There is a pervasive sense in the U.K. that something must change, 
with recent research finding that nearly three-quarters of British adults 
want to see ‘quite a lot’ or ‘a great deal’ of improvement to our system 
of governing.

What would such improvement look like? What should be done to 
make democratic renewal happen? 

Options include institutional change or reform: diversifying our 
representatives using gender quotas, reforming some of Westminster’s 
more arcane procedures, or pursuing an elected element in the House 
of Lords. 

Alternative options include direct involvement for citizens in political 
life: holding citizens assemblies to help guide future government policy, 

THE POLITICAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION (PSA)  
AND BRITISH ACADEMY (BA) PRESENT:

“WHAT’S HAPPENING...? 
DEMOCRATIC RENEWAL”
By Rosie Inman, Development Officer

increasing the size of the electorate by reducing the legal voting age to 
16, or using referendums to make decisions about spending allocations 
at the local or regional level. 

Underpinning both sets of options are questions about trust not only 
in politicians themselves but in the political process. Stemming recent 
falls in trust, let alone thinking about how to reverse this, is sure to be a 
priority for political leaders from all parties in the years ahead.

This event is held in partnership by the Political Studies Association 
and the British Academy. You can find out more at our website or on 
the British Academy’s Eventbrite page.

OBITUARY

PROFESSOR VICKY RANDALL
By Professor Joni Lovenduski, Birkbeck College, University of London

We are deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Professor 
Vicky Randall, a former Chair of the Political Studies 
Association and recipient in 2012 of the PSA’s Special 

Recognition Award.
 At the time of her nomination, the jury consisting of PSA members 

praised Professor Randall’s “services to the promotion of political 
studies as well as her contributions to both the Political Studies 
Association and to gender and politics scholarship”.

 Described as a pioneer by those who worked with her, Professor 
Randall served for three years as the chair of the Political Studies 
Association, from 2008 until 2011.  

In a statement, our current chair Professor Angie Wilson paid tribute 
to our former Chair saying:

“We are all saddened to hear of the passing of Professor Vicky 
Randall, our former Chair and colleague of the Political Studies 
Association. Vicky was a leader for gender scholarship across political 

studies. She gave generously of her time and wisdom and sought 
to mentor many feminist scholars. We extend our condolences to 
her colleagues at the University of Essex and those throughout the 
profession, who will miss her insight and friendship.”

Following an extensive academic career, in 2010 Vicky became the 
Emeritus Professor in the Department of Government. She continued 
to work and associate with colleagues at the Political Studies 
Association until her passing earlier this month. 

Our former Chair Vicky Randall will be greatly missed by members 
and staff at the PSA, as well as across the wider political science 
community. From our offices in London we wish to extend our 
deepest condolences to her family, friends and colleagues, both at the 
University of Essex and those colleagues around the world. 

A full obituary of Professor Vicky Randall, as well as tributes to 
her ground breaking work, can be found on the University of Essex’s 
website.
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Excursions is an interdisciplinary journal, based at the 
University of Sussex, which aims at promoting dialogue 
between different research areas in the humanities 

and social, life and physical sciences, as well as encouraging 
a creative approach to academic publishing. Each issue is 
organized around a broad, thought-provoking theme. This 
year’s theme is Chaos.

In this issue, Excursions seeks to assemble a collection of 
articles that reflect on the concept of chaos, whether as a 
natural phenomenon in an objective reality or as a socially-
constructed subjective phenomenon. Topics of interest include, 
but are not limited to:
• Chaos as a metaphysical concept or theory
• Chaos as a theme in popular culture and political 

discourse
• Chaos as fuel to incite change
• Chaos as a source of creativity
• Chaos as constructed by ideology and epistemology
• Chaos as a process in the biological, physical and social 

world
• Chaos as part of a research method
Please submit your paper by 17 February 2020 via our website: 
https://excursions-journal.sussex.ac.uk/about/submissions. If 
you have trouble with our submission system, please email us 
at enquiries@excursions-journal.org.uk.

Manuscripts should be no longer than 5,000 words, with 
citations and bibliography in Harvard style. More information 
about Author Guidelines can be found here. Alongside 
traditional academic articles, we also consider alternative 
ways of communicating research (please contact the editorial 
staff prior to submission). We encourage submission as soon as 
possible, as we accept and publish articles on a rolling basis.

CALL FOR PAPERS: 
EXCURSIONS 
JOURNAL

Politics at the University of Glasgow was renamed ‘Politics and 
International Relations (PIR)’ in 2019. This follows several years 
of expansion in our international relations expertise (Professor 

Beatrice Heuser, Dr Bernhard Reinsberg, Dr Rhys Machold), and our 
first year offering an undergraduate degree in International Relations 
alongside our longstanding Politics degree. In 2020, as we say goodbye 
to Professor Cian O’Driscoll (departing for pastures new at ANU after 
13 years with us), we welcome three new IR specialists: Dr Alister 
Wedderburn (arriving from … ANU), Dr Ian Paterson (PhD Glasgow) and 
Dr Rhys Crilley (formerly OU) as a Leverhulme Postdoctoral Fellow in 
international relations. We are also joined by Dr Holly Snape, a British 
Academy postdoctoral researcher working on the Chinese Communist 
Party’s anti-poverty policies (moving from Peking University).

P&IR has also in 2019 enhanced its comparative politics and research 
methods expertise with two senior appointments: Professor Anja 
Neundorf (Professor in Politics and Research Methods) and Professor 
Sergi Pardos-Prado (Professor of Comparative Politics) joined us in 
August, moving from Nottingham and Oxford respectively. Professor 
Neundorf has been recently awarded an ERC Consolidator Grant in 
‘Democracy under Threat: How Education can Save it’, while she and 
Professor Pardo-Prados bring a Volkswagen Foundation-funded project 
on ‘The Economic Roots of Populism’. Dr Joanna Szostek, who joined us 
from Oxford in 2018, this year won a grant from the British Academy 
for her project ‘Peripheral audiences and state security: a study of risks 
and benefits associated with media use among border populations in 
Ukraine’. Other recent notable grant successes at Glasgow include Dr 
Kelly Kollman’s ‘Responsible Lobbying?’ (Leverhulme Trust), Dr Bernhard 
Reinsberg’s ‘Security, Society and the State’ (Gerda Henkel Foundation).  

POLITICS AND 
INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 
GROWS AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF 
GLASGOW
By Professor Jane Duckett, University of Glasgow
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The Department of Politics and International Studies (PAIS) at 
the University of Warwick is delighted to announce several 
new major international research grants, a new research 

impact prize and appointment, and the launch of a new research 
centre in international development.

Dr Charlotte Heath-Kelly wins European Research Council starting 
grant
Dr Charlotte Heath-Kelly has been awarded a €1.5M Starting Grant 
by the European Research Council in recognition of, and support for, 
her pioneering research.

Dr Heath-Kelly will investigate how and why national security 
has become part of the professional duties of healthcare and social 
security workers in her project, ‘Neoliberal Terror: The Radicalisation 
of Social Policy in Europe’.

The project will conclude by making a documentary film on 
the effects of counter-radicalisation referrals on referred persons, 
medical ethics, and society.

Dr Jessica Di Salvatore and Professor Vincenzo Bove awarded grant 
from the Swedish Government
Dr Jessica Di Salvatore and Professor Vincenzo Bove have been 
awarded a data collection and dissemination grant from the 
Swedish government’s Folke Bernadotte Academy for a project 
entitled “Peacebuilding, refugees and return migrants”. The two-year 
project involves collaboration with the International Organization 
for Migration and will explore whether and how peacekeeping 
interventions, by delivering safety and restoring the basic conditions 
for economic recovery, can reduce forced migration, and encourage 
the return of vulnerable refugees and internally displaced people.

Dr Oz Hassan
Led by George Town University School of Foreign Service, Dr 
Oz Hassan has been awarded research funding for the Project 
“Managing National Security Risk during and after the Blockade: 
Strategic Challenges and Opportunities for Qatar’s Energy Sector” 

and will join a consortium of four partners from across West Asia.

Professor Gabrielle Lynch wins the Market Research Society’s 
President’s Medal
Professor Gabrielle Lynch - together with Nic Cheeseman, Susan 
Dodsworth and Justin Willis - have won the Market Research 
Society’s President’s Medal for their research on election rigging 
and manipulation strategies in newly-formed democracies. The 
President’s Medal is given annually for extraordinary research that 
might not be recognised through the usual channels.

Dr Caroline Kuzemko named as part of UK Energy Research Council 
Phase 4
Dr Caroline Kuzemko has been named as part of UK Energy Research 
Council (UKERC) Phase 4, which is to be launched in January 2020. 
Caroline will contribute work on the politics of sustainable energy 
system change. She is Deputy Lead of ‘Theme 1: UK Energy in a 
Global Context’, and is also the PI of the sub-project on ‘Beyond 
Brexit: UK Net Zero Energy Policy’.

Establishment of the new Warwick Interdisciplinary Research 
Centre for International Development (WICID)
The University of Warwick has established a new PAIS-based 
Research Centre Directed by Professor Shirin Rai and with Dr Briony 
Jones (PAIS) and Dr Oyinlola Oyebode (Warwick Medical School) as 
Deputy Directors.

WICID has been established to address urgent problems of 
inequality and social, political and economic change on a global 
level.

Interdisciplinary, critical and robust analyses through collaborative 
knowledge building and exchange characterize WICID’s approach 
and will ensure impact in the fields we work in.

The Centre will work together with our partners across disciplines 
and institutions to produce world-class research:

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/research/researchcentres/
wicid/

The University of Bristol’s Secrecy, Power and Ignorance 
Research (SPIN) invites you to join their digital launch, with 
their new website showcasing current projects and detailing 

collaboration opportunities. Revelations associated with the War on 
Terror and the #MeToo Movement, have resulted in an increased 
need to understand the political and social dimensions of secrecy 
and ignorance. Further examples can be seen in the obfuscations 
surrounding the climate crisis, calls for transparency and ‘open 
societies’ and new technological developments such as ‘deep fakes’ 
and cyberthreat. The re-emergence of discourses of ‘fake news’, the 
deepening of conspiracy cultures, along with the ongoing struggles of 
marginalised communities to be recognised or acknowledged are also 

highlights. Our, therefore, reflects an urgent and ongoing ambition to 
rethink secrecy and ignorance as forces for driving social and political 
developments.

Mirroring the diversity of PSA member interests and sub-groups, 
secrecy/ignorance is broadly defined within the Network, with 
members working on migration, sexuality, intelligence, digital 
methods, and the arms trade, to name but a few areas. The network 
welcomes new members, especially though not exclusively those 
based in the South West, and opportunities for further discussion. 
SPIN is coordinated by Elspeth Van Veeren (School of Sociology, 
Politics and International Studies, University of Bristol). To get in 
touch please contact secrecyresearch@gmail.com.  

LAUNCH OF SPIN: THE SECRECY, 
POWER AND IGNORANCE NETWORK

RESEARCH SUCCESS IN PAIS, WARWICK
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The Methodological Innovation and Development Award Scheme 
(MIDAS) funded through engage@liverpool hosted their first 
event in November 2019 covering the topic Data Analysis using 

R with guest speaker Roland Toth from Freie Universität Berlin. 
Methodological training is essential for meeting the University of 

Liverpool’s strategic goal of global knowledge leadership and growth 
in research power. Our methods series bundles resources from 
across the university and beyond to provide a postgraduate student-
led response to introducing qualitative and quantitative methods 
training for early career researchers (ECR).

There are further workshops to follow throughout 2020; covering 
qualitative methods such as Process Tracing and Discourse Analysis 
to quantitative approaches of Machine Learning and Time Series. 
We aim to foster methods training workshops, as well as seeking to 
engage with the wider community of Postgraduates Students and 
ECRs. 

Our speakers were from various different backgrounds and range 
from all career levels from PhD, to senior lecture, who are willing to 
share their knowledge and expertise. In addition to tapping into the 
knowledge-resources within the University of Liverpool we are proud 
to have welcomed expert speakers to travel to Liverpool from the 
University of Leeds and the Freie Universität Berlin.

A big thanks to engage@liverpool for giving us the opportunity 
to run this methods series. Engage@liverpool is a cross-faculty 
research and methods initiative at the University of Liverpool. 
Interdisciplinary in character, it supports research across the social 
sciences, the arts and humanities and the natural, life and formal 
sciences by stimulating, encouraging, and promoting excellence and 
innovation in the area of research methods and methodology in 
particular. 

We are now looking to hopefully extend this innovative series 
across the Northwest.

The Department of Politics at the University of Surrey helped 
to promote UK Parliament Week with a range of exciting 
events in November. Working in tandem with our active 

student Politics Society (PolSoc), the Department began with a 
UKPW Instagram campaign to promote awareness of Parliament. 
This was further supported by convenors whose various autumn 
modules covered electoral and parliamentary topics. WE also 
launched a University of Surrey-wide campaign to support the 
work of Vote For Your Future to ensure as many students as possible 
were registered to vote in the December general election. This 

was boosted by the Guildford hustings we ran for all five of the 
prospective parliamentary candidates, ensuring the wider university 
community engaged with the themes of UKPW as the general 
election geared up; complemented by the weekly UK election watch 
blogs by our resident psephologist Dr Alia Middleton available on 
the Centre for Britain and Europe site. Lastly, we ran an election 
night extravaganza on December 12th, welcoming all students and 
staff as well as local media. In sum, I’m delighted that our students 
came away from the hectic period of November and December with 
an improved sense of the importance of the UK Parliament.

METHODS SERIES KICK-OFF EVENT 
AT UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL
By Leila-Clare Kellgren & Vanessa Gottwick, PHD-Candidates University of Liverpool

CELEBRATING UK PARLIAMENT WEEK AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SURREY 
By Amelia Hadfield, University of Surrey 
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The School of Social Sciences at the University of Westminster 
has made three recent appointments to strengthen its 
teaching and research in politics and international relations.

• Dr Catherine Charrett joins us from Queen Mary University 
London. She is a specialist in Middle East studies, security 
studies, terrorism studies, gender politics, performance studies 
and queer theory. 

• Dr Greg Aasen joins us having completed his PhD in the School 
on narco-terrorism, international security and representation, 
with a particular focus on Afghanistan

• Sahar Taghdisi Rad joins us from SOAS. Her work focuses on 
the political economy of development, particularly in the 
Middle East and North Africa.

All three appointments are already deeply involved in the award-
winning Democratic Education Network that is thriving at the 
University of Westminster. Led by Dr Farhang Morady, DEN has 
received funding from the Quintin Hogg Trust and was shortlisted 
for the Guardian University Awards 2019. DEN draws on the 

diversity of our student body to enable student-led projects 
to flourish. Projects range from activism, magazines, visual art 
exhibitions through to an annual international conference open to 
undergraduate students. See the student-designed website for more 
information on how your students might be involved: https://www.
denwestminster.net/

Finally, the Centre for the Study of Democracy continues to 
promote a range of events and activities. The Materialisms Old 
and New reading group recently notched up a decade of meetings 
under the leadership of Professor David Chandler. One of our 
PhD students, Emmanuel Jouai, has pulled together an impressive 
monthly seminar series “French Politics: A Neighbour’s ‘History of 
the Present’”. The series brings together leading French political and 
social theorists to consider questions of whether we are witnessing 
an authoritarian spiral, French universalism vs Alien identities and in 
what ways France can think of itself as postcolonial. For details of 
remaining seminars in 2020 and other CSD events, see https://www.
westminster.ac.uk/csd

APPOINTMENTS AND EVENTS 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
WESTMINSTER
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The convenors of the Young People’s Politics specialist group 
organised a joint session at the University of Sheffield. 
Six early career academics were selected to share draft 

publications, which were then rigorously peer reviewed over the 
course of a day by other participants as well as all five of the 
group’s convenors. Here are the reflections of one participant, Dr 
Tom Loughran:

The day was extremely well organised in a way that allowed all 
attendees to receive unusually extensive and detailed feedback 
on their submitted papers.  It worked both as an effective and 
engaging academic exercise and as an opportunity to learn 
from, and network with, like-minded researchers.  There was 
an impressive range of topics, perspectives, expertise and 

methodological approaches covered but the main value was the 
overall focus on preparing papers for publication to ensure they 
achieve maximum impact in every sense.  Therefore, as well as 
being intellectually stimulating, the workshop also had a clear 
practical value to all those who submitted papers. The smaller 
scale of the event allowed contributions to be more detailed and 
precise than is usually possible in a standard seminar environment 
and also created space to debate more general principles in 
researching young people’s politics, which as someone relatively 
new to the field I found particularly useful.  It felt like exactly the 
kind of constructive academic event that specialist groups should 
be organising and I hope there will more occasions like this in the 
future. Dr Tom Loughran (University of Huddersfield).

(From left to right): Fawzia Slimani (University of York); Dr Emily Rainsford (Convenor; University of Newcastle); Dr Tom Loughran (University of Huddersfield); Christine 
Huebner (University of Edinburgh); Professor Sarah Pickard (Convenor; Université Sorbonne Nouvelle); Taylor Sawyer (University of Glasgow); Katherine Smith (Convenor; 
University of Sheffield); Dr Ben Bowman (Convenor; Manchester Metropolitan University); Dr James Weinberg (Convenor; University of Sheffield).

YOUNG PEOPLE’S POLITICS JOINT 
SESSION – SHEFFIELD, 4TH OCTOBER 2019
By Dr James Weinberg, University of Sheffield
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Oxford Research Group’s Remote Warfare Programme has 
launched a report on what lessons can be drawn from the 
UK’s engagement in counter-terrorism conflicts in Africa 

to effectively implement Fusion Doctrine. The Fusion Doctrine, 
which was announced in the 2018 National Security Capability 
Review (NSCR), is the latest attempt to build on and improve long-
standing efforts by the UK government to create a more coherent 
British foreign policy. Yet despite impressive progress, some 
enduring challenges remain. While the UK has proven its ability to 
mobilise in times of crisis, it is much less adept at creating routine 
fusion that systematically brings departments together when the 
threat is less pronounced. Such challenges to effective fusion are 
especially evident when it comes to remote warfare, where the 
UK engages abroad by training, equipping and advising local and 
regional forces to do the bulk of frontline fighting rather than 
deploying large numbers of their own forces. The Sahel and the 
Horn of Africa are congested spaces for such activity.

Fusion Doctrine offers an opportunity for the UK to address 
these issues and improve its contribution to host governments, 
international partners and local populations on the continent. 
However, there are remaining barriers that must be addressed for 
this to happen. Based on field research in Kenya and Mali (and 
with UK soldiers rotating out of Nigeria and Somalia), expert 
interviews and roundtables in London, this report explores such 
barriers. It lays out a five-step approach to creating routine fusion 
and working more effectively towards peace and security in places 
where the UK intervenes:
1. Whole of government thinking in Whitehall 
2. Implementation of this approach in the countries the UK 

engages in
3. Coordinating effectively with other international efforts 
4. Establishing a meaningful dialogue with the host country 
5. Creating a meaningful dialogue with civil society, both 

internationally and at home
The report argues that following these steps will be essential 
to ensuring Fusion Doctrine paves the way for credible, positive 
change in UK foreign policy and aids efforts to build stability and 
security in African states. 

Report Launch: 

FUSION DOCTRINE IN 
FIVE STEPS: LESSONS 
LEARNED FROM REMOTE 
WARFARE IN AFRICA
By Abigail Watson and Megan Karlshoej-Pedersen, Oxford Research Group
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October 15th saw the launch, at the 
House of Lords, of a report called Crisis of 
Rhetoric: Renewing Political Speech and 

Speechwriting. The report is the outcome of a two-
year AHRC Network grant project which brought 
together members of the PSA Specialist Group for 
Rhetoric, Discourse and Politics with members of 
the Classics based Network for Oratory and Politics. 
The network was led by Henriette van der Blom, a 
Cicero scholar from the Dept, of Classics, Ancient 
History and Archaeology at Birmingham and Alan 
Finlayson, Professor of Political and Social Theory 
at the University of East Anglia. Over six workshops 
speechwriters, politicians and journalists discussed 
and debated the theory, practice and evaluation of 
political rhetoric with scholars of politics, political 
theory, political history, classics, linguistics and 
more. The final report was launched by broadcaster 
and Professor of Classics at Cambridge University, 
Mary Beard,and Philip Collins, the Times columnist 
and former speechwriter for Tony Blair. They 
debated the quality of political debate with the 
reports’ authors and  with an audience made up 
of speechwriters, political advisers, Lords, MPs and 
others. The report addresses a range of issues and 
makes recommendations regarding rhetoric and the 

media, the best and most fair ways to use rhetorical 
appeals and ways in which the craft of political 
speechwriting can be supported and developed. 
It argues for the value of ‘rhetorical citizenship’, 
the rights and opportunities for citizens not only 
to make their own political arguments but also to 
see and evaluate politicians political arguments 
for themselves. Hard copies of the report can 
be obtained by contacting Prof. Finlayson and is 
also available for free download from the project 
website: https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/
networkfororatoryandpolitics/cor/index.aspx”

CRISIS OF RHETORIC 
- SPECIALIST GROUP 
LAUNCHES NEW REPORT
By Professor Alan Finlayson, University of East Anglia
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You don’t have to network to get your first foot on 
the career ladder, but it helps: as PSA ECN members 
gathered at its recent Bridging the Gap Event.

Year-round, the PSA’s very own Early Career Network (ECN) 
strives to support early career academics, from giving 
community support, to events like Bridging the Gap: Careers 

Inside and Outside Higher Education held on the 6th December at 
Nottingham Trent University.

The event focused on helping those at the early stages of their career 
navigate the future job market, and how the research skills developed 
at this level can open doors beyond academia too. The day was packed 
with workshops, talks, and networking opportunities.

The first of which was a panel called Career paths outside of higher 
education (and how to get into them). These included talks on how to 
get jobs in journalism (George Greenwood from The Times); think tanks 
(Dr. Paula Black from Nottingham Civic Exchange), and even Parliament 
(Dr Adam Evans from the House of Commons).

Attendees also heard from a number of academics on navigating the 
first steps of an academic career from those who have only recently 

BRIDGING THE GAP: CAREERS INSIDE 
AND OUTSIDE HIGHER EDUCATION 

done so themselves. Dr. Tony McNulty, a former MP and government 
minister, gave a keynote speech titled ‘Higher Education After a Career 
in Politics’. In it he discussed his journey starting out in academia 
before proceeding into politics and back again, offering ECN members a 
fascinating insight into the contrasts of academia and politics.

The event finished with a panel by Professor Rose Gann (Nottingham 
Trent University) and Prof. Alasdair Blair (De Montfort), both 
experienced in academic recruitment who gave talks about what 
they’re looking for when part of recruitment panels, and how ECNs can 
demonstrate this.

The event overall was a celebration and message about the skills and 
opportunities you gain undertaking a postgraduate degree, and how to 
apply them to a career – but remembering that the difficult part is the 
first transition after you finish your PhD.

“You have transferable skills, you just need to learn how to sell 
them, start with communication” - Dr. Paula Black

The ECN is open to all PhD students and those three years post viva. 
It’s only £20 a year, so do you know anyone who would benefit from 
membership? Remember to pass our details along.
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DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

The Political Studies Association (PSA) 
and British Academy (BA) present: “What’s 
Happening...? Democratic Renewal”
23 January 2020, British Academy London 
The third instalment of the What’s Happening? series 
will once again bring together academics, journalists, 
policymakers and the interested general public to 
unravel the events that have had the nation talking 
over the past 12 months.

2020 PSA Sport and Politics Annual 
Conference
26 March 2020, Manchester Metropolitan 
University, hosted at the Etihad Stadium
The theme of the 14th Annual Conference of the 
PSA Sport and Politics Specialist Group will be ‘the 
global politics of sport’. This theme seeks to capture, 
and respond to, some of the major trends currently 
taking place within sport. All attendees will be able 
to register and purchase tickets as of 2nd December 
2019.

Populist Moment’: Temporality, 
Transformations, Crises – 4th Populism 
Specialist Group (PSA) Workshop
2-3 April 2020, University of Brighton
The Populism Specialist Group’s fourth annual 
workshop features keynote addresses from Maria 
Esperenza Casullo and Simon Tormey and will 
investigate the theme of populism’s temporality 
especially considering the diverse and complex forms 
of populism that have appeared in recent years.

PSA Undergraduate Conference 2020
3 April 2020, Edinburgh
The PSA Undergraduate Conference provides a unique 
space for politics students, from the UK and abroad, 
and those in related subjects who are studying for 
undergraduate degrees to come together and share 
their research whilst exploring the theme ‘Re-imagining 
Politics’. The PSA will be offering a limited number 
of travel grants to the conference. Registration for 
presenters will close Friday 27 March 2020. 
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STUDENT BLOG 
COMPETITION: 
DOES THE PUBLIC 
EXPECT TOO 
MUCH OF ITS 
POLITICIANS?
By Jamie Roberts, Development Officer for Teaching and 
Learning 

The Political Studies Association and the Financial Times 
are pleased to announce the launch of our Student Blog 
Competition 2020.  

We’re seeking creative and forward-thinking ideas from 16-19 year 
olds in this joint competition to find the best political blog. Students 
from across the UK are invited to write 500-600 words by Friday 8th 
May on ‘Does the public expect too much of its politicians?’.

Students should aim to demonstrate excellent writing skills; 
presenting a well-reasoned argument, individuality and where 
appropriate backing up their arguments with relevant data and 
research.

The winning blog will be published on the FT, the PSA Blog and 
printed in the PSA’s magazine Political Insight. Applicants will be invited 
to an awards ceremony, at the Houses of Parliament in June. 

The competition launched last year with Daniel Harrison (Alderbrook 
Sixth Form) taking first prize for his blog on ‘Is British Politics Broken?’. 
The competition runners-up were Fleur De Bono (St Mary’s School, 
Ascot) and Callum Devereux (Alderbrook Sixth Form). 

To see last year’s winning blog and for the competition’s full T&Cs 
please visit psa.ac.uk/student-blog-competition 

PSA SCHOOL 
MEMBERS WERE 
FANTASTICALLY 
ACTIVE DURING 
UK PARLIAMENT 
WEEK 2019 - READ 
ABOUT WHAT 
WENT ON HERE! 

“In our third year of running UKPW we tried to put on a 
range on events to engage the students.

 A week of assemblies to all year groups attempted to 
explain the current situation in parliament as well as demystifying 
the Brexit positions of the different Westminster parties.

The week started with A-level politics students visiting a local 
primary school to teach the Year 3-6 students how to have a 
parliament style debate, complete with bobbing and referring to each 
other as ‘right honourable’. The successful motion was, “This house 
believe that single use plastics should be banned”.

 Thursday saw us welcome the Adam Smith Institute for a day 
seminar aimed at Sixth Form students on a variety of issues including 
freedom of speech, democracy, universal basic income, inequality and 
drug liberalisation. Great debates were hand and we were pleased 
to be joined by two other local schools - Bacarras and Faringdon 
Community College.

Finally, the Friday saw us launch our newly elected and re-branded 
School Parliament where members will be representing the views of 
their year groups on whole school issues such as the environment 
and uniform. Overall, a very busy week has definitely raised the 
profile of parliament in our school.”

Dan Pullin, Burford School 

#PSASchools #UKPW @BurfordSchool
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The PSA Annual Undergraduate Conference 2020 is now open 
to undergraduate students to submit their work and register. 
The academic convenors this year are Dr Matthew Wood (PSA 

Trustee) and Dr Sarah Liu (University of Edinburgh). 
This event provides a space for politics students, from the UK 

and abroad, and those in related subjects who are studying for 
undergraduate degrees to come together and share their research 
whilst exploring the theme ‘Re-imagining Politics’. 

The conference is also a unique opportunity to hear keynote talks 
and learn more about what it’s like to undertake postgraduate study, 
research in the field of politics and career options for after your 
undergraduate degree.

The international liberal order is being challenged by new security 
threats and domestic nationalist resurgences. Established party systems 
are disintegrating as trust in representative democracy diminishes. 

Confronted with a climate emergency, traditional policies of growth 
and consumption are under increased scrutiny. Ours is also a time 
of democratic institutional innovation, path-breaking constitutional 
experiments and vibrant bottom-up practices of inclusive decision-
making.

Participation is open to all students from UK institutions, and abroad. 
Students can apply to give a presentation on the research they’ve 
been giving (for example, an UG dissertation) or they can register as a 
spectator. 

All students wishing to present their work at the conference should 
submit a short summary/abstract (no more than 500 words) to info@
psa.ac.uk by no later than Friday 21 February (17:00). 

Full details of the conference can be found at https://www.psa.
ac.uk/events/psa-undergraduate-conference-2020

PSA ANNUAL UNDERGRADUATE 
CONFERENCE 2020
Friday 3 April, University of Edinburgh

Jamie Roberts, Development Officer for Teaching and Learning

The PSA was incredibly proud to be a part of a collaboration 
of 24 democratic engagement organisations to create a hub 
to support teachers and young people wanting to know more 

about the 2019 General Election. 
Thanks to the Politics Project for hosting and organising this fantastic 

resource. The Politics Project Specialise in providing people with 
outstanding democratic education, believing that everyone should be 
able to use their voice – especially young people! The PSA can’t wait to 
work with them more!

The resource hub is free to access and has everything in one place, 
making it easy to view and download resources for your classes. 

Collaborators include our friends at the UK Parliament Education 
Service and Association for Citizenship Teaching. 

For more information visit https://www.psa.ac.uk/resources/
educate-ge-resources-hub 

Jamie Roberts, Development Officer for Teaching and Learning 

EDUCATE GE – SCHOOLS 
ELECTION RESOURCE HUB



YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP!
Your PSA membership includes 
even more than PSA News:

• Discounted rates on our Annual 
Conference

• Access to PSA journals and magazines, 
including Political Insight

• Grants for attending UK and 
international events and conferences

• Access to 60 specialist groups

• Discounted rates on room hire at our 
London office

• Eligibility for our prestigious academic 
prizes

…and so much more!!

Want to spread the news about PSA membership? 
Find our rates below:

For Public Members our annual rate is £40.

Our annual rates for Academic Members are:

£92   for Academics earning more than £60k per 
year

£82  for Academics earning £40k-60k per year

£72  for Academics earning less than £40k per year

£60  for Retired Members

£40  for Unwaged Academics

£20  for Early Career Network Members

£10  for Students (undergraduate and masters)

We also offer a Lifetime Retired rate for a one-time 
payment of £500.

Are you a teacher? Take a look at our Schools 
Membership for only £25 a year.

Find out more at https://www.psa.ac.uk/members 


