
continued on page 4

Webinars for the win: 
teaching and learning online 

during a pandemic 

Page 5

PSA-Parliament PhD 
Internship 2020/21

Page 9

Research success 
 in PAIS, Warwick

Page 11

National Teaching 
Fellowship awards 

announced

Page14

OCTOBER 2020
psa.ac.uk

 @PolStudiesAssoc
 @polstudiesassoc

 polstudiesassoc

It’s great to see so many PSA members and other scholars hard 
at work getting paper and panel proposals together for our next 

PSA annual conference which will be held from 29-31 March 
2021.

We’re excited by the conference theme. Resilience, Expertise 
and Hope will be crucial ingredients in our ability to adapt and 
respond in the wake of fundamental disruptions such as the 
global pandemic. They will also prove invaluable in informing and 
shaping diverse and evolving research agendas in political science 
to make sense of and understand the global economy, global 
ecosystems and the climate, public health, international security, 

#PSA21Join us in 
2021 to 
explore

and many other interrelated issue areas that combine to generate 
the most pressing challenges of our age.

But hurry the convenors from Queen’s University Belfast 
need your proposals uploaded onto the conference portal by 12 
October!

If you require more information on how to do this and the 
conference theme please look at our Call to Papers.

Or contact Professor Alister Miskimmon and Dr Stefan 
Andreasson and/or conference@psa.ac.uk 

Resilience. 
Expertise.
Hope.

http://psa.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/PolStudiesAssoc?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/polstudiesassoc/
https://www.instagram.com/polstudiesassoc/
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/psa-annual-international-conference-2021-call-papers
mailto:conference%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
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When I wrote for the last edition of PSA News as the newly-
installed Chair of the association, I very much hoped that by 

the time I was writing to you all again we would have some sort of 
return to ‘normality’. That was clearly over-
optimistic. The summer falls in the Covid-19 
death and case totals, and the easing of 
restrictions that followed them, now appear to 
have been but a temporary and partial reprieve. 
And the experience thus far of many north 
American universities and colleges suggests 
that the new academic year threatens a further 
worsening of the pandemic.

As Claudius observed in Hamlet, “When 
sorrows come, they come not single spies. But in 
battalions.” If Covid-19 were the only problem 
we faced it would be difficult enough. Sadly, the 
education sector, and particularly the higher 
education institutions in which so many of us 
work and study, are facing multiple challenges. In 
addition to Covid-19, the major issues include:

• Substantial hostility to universities in general, and the social 
sciences, in sections of the governing UK party.

• Continuing problems with the Universities Superannuation 
Scheme threatening, in the short-term, further strike action, 
but in the longer-term a huge erosion of the living standards of 
many working in HE.

• Brexit, and the multiple potential impacts of the UK leaving the 
EU economic space in January 2021.

In this context, the work of the PSA now is probably more 
important than it has ever been in the 70-year long life of our 
association.

One major priority for the PSA over the last few months has 

A message from our Chair
Written by Roger Awan Scully

been to provide immediate, practical help to our members. We can’t 
prevent this being a difficult time for many; but we can help them 
be better informed and equipped to address the difficulties. Our 
Teaching and Learning Network have taken the lead on two excellent 
series of webinars about the challenges of planning and delivering 
online teaching. These sessions, delivered in collaboration with our 
friends at BISA, have attracted hundreds of participants and allowed 
for expertise and experiences to be shared across our community.

We have also tried to provide other ways of consulting with the 
academic community and sharing experiences. We have held several 
online Heads of Department meetings in the last few months, 
allowing leaderships figures to their discuss common concerns 
and explore ways of addressing those issues. More recently, and 
again working with our friends at BISA, we held our Departmental 
Leadership Conference, where a large group of leaders from 
different departments joined us for a day of varied discussions. I 
was particularly pleased that we concluded the day with a panel 
on Race and Racism in HE. Though some protest about political 
correctness and ‘wokeness’ in the academy, the lived experience of 
many BAME staff and students - as for many women and those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds or with protected characteristics - is 
that universities often do not feel like welcoming places. It is the 

responsibility of all of us to try and change that.
Much of the life of the PSA is the work of our 

specialist groups and networks, and we have also 
been making considerable efforts in recent months 
to support these groups maintaining their activities 
in very unusual circumstances. Sometimes this has 
involved ripping up the traditional ways of doing 
things and embracing innovation. For instance (and 
discussed elsewhere in this edition of PSA News), 
our Early Career Network’ annual conference 
this summer was transformed from a two-day in 
person event to a two-week, asynchronous online 
conference that attracted a larger number of 
participants from more countries than ever before. 
It was fantastic to see our junior colleagues taking 
the lead and adopting such a proactive approach, 
and their conference provides a model that many 
other groups may be able to learn from.

And speaking of conferences… as you will all recall, Covid-19 forced 
a very sudden and very sad cancellation of our 2020 conference in 
Edinburgh. We are determined that in March 2021 we will meet again. 
As we detail elsewhere in this issue, the Belfast conference team have 
some fantastic plans in place, and rarely has a conference theme 
(‘Expertise. Resilience. Hope.’) been more pertinent. I do hope that 
many of you will be a part of it.

Professor Roger Awan-Scully is the Chair of the Political Studies 
Association.

“Much of the life of 
the PSA is the work of 
our specialist groups 
and networks, and we 
have also been making 
considerable efforts 
in recent months 
to support these 
groups maintaining 
their activities 
in very unusual 
circumstance”
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#PSA21
“Resilience, Expertise and Hope will 
be crucial ingredients in our ability 
to adapt and respond in the wake of 
fundamental disruptions such as the 
global pandemic”

A message 
from our CEO
Michelle Doyle Wildman

continued from page 1

All being well conference registrations 
will open on 16th November 2020 – so do 
make sure you are a PSA Member so you 
can take advantage our of preferential 
member rates.

Please submit your paper or panel via the 
conference website here. Please visit the 
conference page on our website here for 
regular updates.

Please note that currently it is only 
the PSA21 Conference which is open for 
submissions. Information on the PSA’s 
Undergraduate Conference and the Teaching 
and Learning Conference will be available in 
due course.

If you have any queries regarding the 
submission process for the conference please 
contact conference@psa.ac.uk and we will 
be happy to assist.

Thank you for reading this edition of PSA News which is crammed 
full of past and future activities by and for our members. Although 

Education is currently facing challenges, this ably illustrates how many 
of you continue to strive (undaunted) to innovate and collaborate to 
advance our discipline. Thank you for your hard work; it inspires the PSA 
Team and I to do whatever we can to support you. 

I dearly hope you choose to be a PSA Member in the future and 
take advantage of all the opportunities we offer to help you and others 
develop personally and professionally. The PSA is also about amplifying 
the collective voices of those who teach and study politics and so the 
bigger we are, of course, the better! Do look at psa.ac.uk to find out 
more about how you can take part in our association in 2020 & beyond.

https://psa21.exordo.com/login
https://psa21.exordo.com/login
https://www.psa.ac.uk/events/psa21-annual-conference
mailto:conference%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.psa.ac.uk
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Over the last year and a half, we have worked with the staff and 
executive of the PSA to develop the Teaching and Learning 

Network: sorting the website, regular communications to members, 
blogs, development and training focused sessions at the PSA annual 
conference, and the first teaching and learning conference. We did not 
plan to run lots of webinars on online teaching, or any webinars at all in 
fact, but that’s the position we found ourselves in after the COVID-19 
pandemic broke in spring 2020.

We realised two things, quickly: 1) all of the PSA’s face to face events 
would be cancelled including the teaching and learning ones and we 
needed to think about what we could do for members instead, 2) as 
many members would be teaching online in either the short or long 
term, training and the sharing of best practice would be welcomed by 
many academics.

So, we set to work! So far we have organised two webinar series:
The first was called 'Teaching Politics Online: Pedagogy, Support 

& Community', with sessions held in May and June 2020. Once the 
immediate crisis-response phase to COVID had passed, we felt it was 
a good time to reflect on best practice in teaching online. Certainly, 
most universities had to move their teaching offer online due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. This led to challenges such as getting to grips with 
technology, understanding online pedagogy, and creating an academic 
community at a distance, as well as opportunities such as the chance 
to do things differently, build on best practice, and reach students 
asynchronously. 

The second series was jointly organised with BISA in July and August 
2020 and called ‘Teaching Politics and IR Online: Design Matters’. This 
series focused on module design and production specifically, looking 
ahead to autumn teaching, building on the previous seminars organised 
by each organisation. The nine sessions covered everything from teaching 
statistics online to recording asynchronous lectures, with hundreds of 
academics attending from across the world. We offered certificates of 
participation to members who attended at least three of the webinars 
(from this series or the previous one) to assist in their professional 
development (it’s not too late to request one…). 

You can watch the webinar recordings here: https://www.psa.ac.uk/
resources/multimedia 

What have we learned? We think the key lessons are:
• PSA members appreciate a safe space to get together to talk about 

teaching and learning, particularly at a time of change like the one 
we are all facing 

• The support and guidance politics academics have received from 

Webinars for the win: teaching 
and learning online during a 
pandemic 
Written by Donna Smith and John Craig

institutions during the switch to online teaching has been mixed, 
meaning many have had to rely on development sessions put on 
by outside organisations such as the PSA and more experienced 
colleagues

• There are issues of both technology and pedagogy, with the latter 
most pressing. Key issues include student engagement, developing 
student communities, supporting the emotional/mental health 
needs of students, and equality and diversity

• It became clear that central to all of these issues is to think less 
about the technology available and more about what students 
need, the purpose of the activity they are engaging in, and how to 
guide them through their learning

• Issues of equality and diversity are fundamental. We recorded the 
sessions as we knew some members would not be able to attend 
due to work, family, or other demands; issues of student equality 
and diversity were also central to many of the webinars

• A webinar series is an opportunity to advertise what the PSA 
does well. The webinars were opened up to non-members, and 
we will explore in the future what we can do to further promote 
membership via webinars and outreach and our initial work on 
providing certificates of participation 

• It takes a lot of time and effort to organise a substantial webinar 
series. Luckily, we had the support of the PSA staff and executive, BISA 
staff for the second series, and keen members willing to offer their 
time and expertise to lead the actual webinars – thank you to all.

We have also learned that people want more! We will be running 
another set of webinars in the autumn/winter on more general teaching 
and learning matters. If you have an idea for a session, or want to run 
one for us, please get in touch at psateach@psa.ac.uk.  

Find out more and join the PSA’s TLN here: https://www.psa.ac.uk/
specialist-groups/teaching-and-learning-network

Dr Donna Smith (@Dr_DonnaSmith) is the Deputy Associate 
Dean Teaching and Students and Lecturer/Staff Tutor in Politics at 
The Open University. She is a co-chair of the PSA’s Teaching and 
Learning Network.

Professor John Craig (@Teach_Politics)is the Dean of Social Sciences 
at Leeds Beckett School Of Social Sciences.He is a co-chair of the 
PSA’s Teaching and Learning Network and a Trustee of the Political 
Studies Association. 

https://www.psa.ac.uk/resources/multimedia
https://www.psa.ac.uk/resources/multimedia
mailto:psateach%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/teaching-and-learning-network
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/teaching-and-learning-network
https://twitter.com/@Dr_DonnaSmith
https://twitter.com/teach_politics?lang=en
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On Tuesday 8th September 2020, the PSA and BISA teamed up 
to organise and deliver the Annual Departmental Leadership 

Conference which has historically taken place in person. This year, 
the conference went online with 39 institutions represented by 
attendees across the course of the day. The event offered the 
opportunity for delegates to network, ask questions openly, and 
hear from expert panels on topics around our discipline, leadership 
and race and racism in higher education. We thank Judith Squires, 
Stuart Croft, Charlie Jeffery, Anthony Forster, Paul Nightingale, 
Bobby Duffy, Catherine Haddon, Simon Hix, Kyle Grayson, Meera 
Sabaratnam, Robbie Shilliam, and Olivia Rutazibwa for their time. 
The event also provided an opportunity to hear about and comment 
on what the PSA and BISA have been working on for their members 
during 2020 and in the future. A big thank you to everyone who 
joined us in making this such a vibrant and informative day.

Feedback following the event was very positive which was 

2020 Departmental 
Leadership 
Conference

From the 13th to the 24th July, the PSA Early Career Network 
(ECN) held its first digital conference. With in-person events off-

limits, we on the committee took an early decision to embrace the 
idea of a digital conference. We believed that at their best, digital 
conferences could deliver the same rewards of quality feedback 
and discussion, while enhancing accessibility and enabling flexible 
participation among the global community of politics ECRs. 

Our conference model – hosting pre-recorded presentations on a 
digital platform over a two week period – was chosen. In the run-up 
to conference, it became clear that we had caught the mood of the 
moment – with around 100 paper submissions, sponsorship from 
several academic publishers, and over 250 registrations, many from 
Global South countries such as Nigeria and Pakistan. 

The presentations themselves were an embarrassment of riches, 

with a whole panel on ‘pandemic politics’ being a particular highlight, 
and we closed our event with live-streamed awards for general 
participation and for excellent papers. Antonia Vaughan won best paper 
for ‘A Reflection on Ethical Issues Raised by The Contexts of Extremism 
and The Internet’, which bravely discussed the difficult dilemmas facing 
fellow ECRs in her crucial and growing subfield. Alongside ECRs, Pippa 
Norris gave a popular and wide-ranging keynote address, updating her 
now-classic work on populist parties to understand why politicians 
such as Trump and Bolsanaro had failed to address the Covid-19 crisis. 

Our post-conference feedback has been hugely gratifying, with 
94% of participants surveyed reporting that they were ‘satisfied’ or 
‘very satisfied’ with their conference experience. This has been a huge 
learning experience for us, and with this in mind, we hope to come 
back even stronger in 2021!

#BecauseTheInternet 2020: 
ECN sees great success with 
inaugural cyber-conference

encouraging due to the event being held digitally for the first time. 
When asked whether a digital approach would be welcome as an 
ongoing strategy the response was in favour of us continuing the 
online events. With the PSA’s Annual Conference embracing online 
participation for the first time in 2021, this was promising to hear for 
the PSA team. We know this new stance will help us engage a wider 
range of scholars particularly those who find attending physical events 
a challenge. 

If you have ideas on future events which can be held online by the 
PSA please do get in touch via events@psa.ac.uk as we’ll be ensuring 
our digital programme is developed and shaped by our members’ 
feedback and suggestions. 

mailto:events%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
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As part of this conference the Early Career Network Committee 
hosted a virtual prize giving to highlight significant 

contributions and academic excellence from the participants. 
These awards were a result of discussant and committee 
nominations.

The conference has been a highlight of the PSA’s programme 
this year. PSA Chair Roger Awan-Scully commented that:

“While Covid-19 meant that the ECN conference could not 
go ahead in its normal format, it is greatly to the credit of the 
leadership of the network that they responded to these difficult 
circumstances in such a positive way. The online virtual conference 
was an enormous success, and could well offer a valuable template 
to the whole academic community for how these things can be 
done”

PSA Chief Executive Michelle Doyle Wildman added:
“It was brilliant for the PSA Team to be able to support so many 
ECRs in this initiative. I loved the format where high-quality 
presentations could be enjoyed at the time of my choosing. 
And being able to comment on far more panels than I would 
have managed at a traditional conference was very compelling! 
Congratulations to the PSA ECN Committee and to everyone who 
took part.”

A range of presentations given at this year’s conference are 
archived on the Early Career Network’s Youtube Channel for you 
to access.

The Political Studies Association (PSA) is committed to 
supporting the next generation of political scientists through its 
Early Career Network (ECN). The PSA ECN exists to represent the 
interests of postgraduate students, postdoctoral researchers, and 
early career academics within the PSA. 

Why not consider joining the PSA’s Early Career Network? 
You can become a member of the ECN from when you started 
a doctoral degree until three years after the completion of a 
doctoral viva. Membership stands at £20 a year – representing a 
full PSA membership, at a reduced price. Click here to join.

The following prizes were awarded:

Best Paper Awards:

Best Overall Paper – Antonia Vaughan (University of Bath)

Best Paper in Political Theory – Saptadeepa Banerjee 
(University of Calcutta)

Best Paper in International Relations – Sophie Crowe 
(Queen Mary University)

Best Paper in Political Science – Thomas Ron (University 
of York)

Special Awards:

Best Overall Contribution – Ellen Watts (LSE)

Most Innovative Use of Video – Vanessa Sant’Anna 
(University of Vienna)

International Contribution Award – Obafemi Awolowo 
University (Abdulmalik Adesola Rufai, Boluwalife Ajibola 
Solomon, Damilola Temitope Olorunshola and Mayowa M. 
Adeniji

Best First Year Paper – Alice Sibley (Nottingham Trent 
University)

Outstanding Relevance to Recent Events – jointly 
awarded to Kelly Kennedy (University of York) and Sylvia 
Nissen & Raven Cretney (Lincoln University, NZ)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJrOtsx5eyN80b3ABn_vgbQ/
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/early-career-network
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Introducing 
our new 
Trustees
The Political Studies Association (PSA) is pleased to introduce our 

new Executive Committee (EC) members:
 

Dr Arianna Giovannini is from the Department of Politics 
& Public Policy at De Montfort University where she 
serves as the Deputy Director of the Local Governance 
Research Centre. Arianna returns to serve a second term 
on the EC, and will continue as the lead for the PSA’s 
Specialist Groups

Dr Manjeet Ramgotra is a Lecturer at SOAS University 
of London. She will be the EC trustee leading for our 
Early Career Network. Please find our more about Dr 
Ramgotra on page 23.

Professor John Craig is Dean of Social Sciences at Leeds 
Beckett University and will continue to lead on our 
Teaching & Learning Network – which he co-founded in 
2005 (please read more about the T&LN on page 5)
 

Dr James Weinberg will take up the EC lead for our 
Schools and Undergraduate programmes. James is a 
Lecturer at the University of Sheffield and previously 
convened both the Political Psychology and Young 
People’s Politics specialist groups
 
Umut Korkut is a Professor of International Politics at 
Glasgow Caledonian University. He will be the EC’s lead 
on International matters and will continue to serve as 
the PSA’s IPSA Representative.

Dr. Mark Shephard is Senior Lecturer in politics at the 
School of Government and Public Policy, University 
of Strathclyde. He is a PSA trustee and will advise the 
Executive Committee on the association’s upcoming 
annual conference.

In welcoming these new and re-elected members of the EC, PSA 
Honorary Secretary Professor Fiona Mackay said: “We are delighted 
to welcome these talented and energetic colleagues to the Executive 
Committee to help us steer the association in these tricky times, and to 
ensure we support our members and defend the study of politics.”

She added: “The whole of the EC and I would also like to take this 
opportunity to also thank our outgoing trustees: Dr Rose Gann, Dr Matt 
Wood and Dr Peter Allen for their time and their fantastic contributions 
to the PSA over the last few years.”

For more information on the PSA Executive Committee and our 
governance please look at https://www.psa.ac.uk/

https://www.dmu.ac.uk/about-dmu/academic-staff/business-and-law/arianna-giovannini/arianna-giovannini.aspx
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups
https://www.soas.ac.uk/staff/staff52086.php
https://www.soas.ac.uk/staff/staff52086.php
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/early-career-network
https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/staff/professor-john-craig/
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/teaching-and-learning-network
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/politics/people/academic-staff/james-weinberg
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/gsbs/staff/drumutkorkut/
https://www.psa.ac.uk
https://www.psa.ac.uk
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This joint initiative between the PSA and House of Commons 
Committee Office provides a fantastic opportunity for PSA 

members, currently studying toward their PhD, to gain some real-
world experience working at Westminster. 

Successful candidates will be placed either within a team of staff 
supporting a specific Select Committee or in the Scrutiny Unit during 
the academic year 2020-21.

Please note that working arrangements for Committees have 
altered significantly in the last few months, with most staff mainly 
working from home as part of the measures to combat Covid-19, and 
it remains to be seen whether these changes will still be in place in 
2021.  

This is a fantastic opportunity for PhD students to challenge 
themselves in an environment outside of academia. You will have 
the opportunity to work in a fast-paced policy environment not 
necessarily specific to your field of study, progress your research skills, 
and develop invaluable transferable skills. Feedback from previous 
participants has been very positive – not just from the students 
themselves but also from the committee clerks and their academic 
supervisors.

What will your role be?
Whether placed with a Select Committee or in the Scrutiny Unit, the 
successful candidates will be assigned to a specific project which is 
likely to involve one or more of the following:

• Policy and evidence analysis
• Research using both primary and secondary sources
• Preparation of written briefing materials for Members serving on 

a Committee
• Briefing MPs orally

For more information please refer to our  role description.

Who are we looking for?
For details about what the PSA and Scrutiny Unit are looking for in 
potential interns, please refer to our  person specification.

How to apply?  
To apply for this opportunity please send your CV along with a 
one page covering letter, detailing why you want to take on the 
internship and how you fulfil the personal specification set out above, 
in the person specification, to  jamie.roberts@psa.ac.uk  with ‘HoC 
Placement’ in the subject line. You will also need to confirm that your 
supervisor and department are supportive of your application.

The deadline for applications is  Sunday 27 September  (midnight). 
Short-listed candidates will be contacted the following week and 
expected to attend an interview  in London or via Zoom w/c 5 
October.

Start dates are negotiable and will be confirmed with the candidate 
once an offer has been accepted.

PSA-Parliament PhD 
Internship 2020/21

https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/PhD%2520HoC%2520placement%2520-%2520Role%2520Description%2520%2526%2520Person%2520Specification%25202020.pdf
https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/PhD%2520HoC%2520placement%2520-%2520Role%2520Description%2520%2526%2520Person%2520Specification%25202020.pdf
mailto:jamie.roberts%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
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We are pleased to 
announce  
the nominations 
for this year’s 
W.J.M. Mackenzie 
Book Prize

Now entering its 34th year, the prestigious PSA's Mackenzie Prize 
is awarded annually to the best book published in political 

science. The following nominees are for books published in the 2019 
calendar year.

Sophie Harman  Seeing Politics: Film, Visual Method, and 
International Relations

Valesca Lima  Participatory Citizenship and Crisis in 
Contemporary Brazil

Scott Lavery  British Capitalism After the Crisis
Matthew Wood  Hyper-Active Governance. How Governments 

Manage the Politics of Expertise
Marisa McGlinchey  Unfinished Business: The politics of 'dissident' Irish 

republicanism
Marc Geddes  Dramas at Westminster: Select committees and the 

quest for accountability
Marisa McGlinchey  Unfinished business: The politics of 'dissident' Irish 

republicanism 
John Boswell  The Art and Craft of Comparison
Torben Iversen  Democracy and Prosperity: Reinventing Capitalism 

through a Turbulent Century
Jeffrey Chwieroth  The Wealth Effect: How the Great Expectations 

of the Middle Class Have Changed the Politics of 
Banking Crises

Richard Bellamy  A Republican Europe of States: Cosmopolitanism, 
Intergovernmentalism and Democracy in the EU

Katrina Forrester  In the Shadow of Justice: Postwar Liberalism and 
the Remaking of Political Philosophy

Dennis C. Grube  Megaphone Bureaucracy: Speaking Truth to Power 
in the Age of the New Normal

Alistair Ross  Finding Political Identities: Young People in a 
Changing Europe

Edward Fieldhouse  Electoral Shocks:  The Volatile Voter in a Turbulent 
World

Jonathan Floyd  What is the point of political philosopy?
Sam Power  Party Funding and Corruption
Martin Westlake  Slipping Loose: The UK's Long Drift Away from the 

European Union
Jonathan Tonge  The Ulster Unionist Party: Country Before Party?
Tim Bale  Footsoldiers: Political Party Membership in the 21st 

Century
Duncan McCargo  Fighting for Virtue: Justice and Politics in Thailand
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Research success 
in PAIS, Warwick

The Department of Politics and 
International Studies (PAIS) 

at the University of Warwick 
is delighted to announce a 
major boost to our portfolio of 
externally-funded programmes 
of research, spanning our 
Comparative Politics, International 
Political Economy, International 
Relations and Security, and 
Political Theory clusters.

AHRC-DFID grant: 
Vicki Squire and Briony 
Jones

Vicki Squire (PI) and Briony 
Jones (Co-I) have been 
awarded funds at part of 
AHRC-DFID Collaborative 
Humanitarian Protection 
Research Programme for 
their project Data and 
Displacement: Assessing 
the Practical and Ethical 
Implications of Targeting 
Humanitarian Protection. The 
project will explore challenges 
that arise in the collection 
and use of such data, and will 
undertake in-depth research 
with local stakeholders 
and internally displaced 
communities in Nigeria 
and South Sudan. Vicki and 
Briony will work with Co-Is 
Funke Fayehun (University 
of Ibadan, Nigeria), João 
Porto de Albuquerque 
(Warwick Institute for Global 
Sustainable Development), 
Dallal Stevens (Warwick Law 
School) and Robert Trigwell 
(International Organisation 
of Migration), as well as with 
collaborators Leben Moro 
and Kuyang Logo Mulukwat 
(both from University of Juba, 
South Sudan). 

Norwegian Research 
Council grant: Jon 
Coaffee and Charlotte 
Heath-Kelly 

Jon Coaffee and Charlotte 
Heath-Kelly have won 
research funding from the 
Norwegian Research Council, 
within a consortium led by 
the University of Oslo. The 
‘Law 22 July: RIPPLES’ project 
will investigate the role of 
law in embedding societal 
security after terrorist attacks, 
and the relationship between 
resilience, preparedness and 
the rule of law. Combining 
socio-legal approaches, 
doctrinal law, ethics and 
urban studies, the project 
examines legal ripple effects 
of the 22 July attack in 
Norway, with a comparative 
study of terror attacks in 
Manchester.  

Tom Parr awarded 
Marie Curie Individual 
Fellowship

Tom Parr has been awarded 
a Marie Curie Individual 
Fellowship, which will take 
him to UPF in Barcelona 
for two years, starting in 
September 2020. The funds 
are for a project on ‘Social 
Justice and the Future of Work’, 
in which he’ll develop and 
defend a theory of justice for 
contemporary labour markets 
in the light of recent and 
ongoing trends (e.g. the rise 
of automation, the changing 
nature of the firm, and the 
evolution of the gig economy). 

British Academy 
award: Technological 
Risks in Development

Keith Hyams and Morten 
Byskov have been awarded 
British Academy funding for 
their project ‘Technological 
Risks in Development’. 
The two year project will 
investigate how technologies 
that have been introduced 
in the Global South as 
solutions to food insecurity 
have contributed to the 
creation of new risks, and 
will aim to understand how 
such technologies might be 
governed ethically to reduce 
these risks. The project 
focusses on the loss of 
biodiversity as a result of the 
introduction of GMO crops, 
and the rise of antimicrobial 
resistance as a result of 
the overuse of antibiotics 
to combat communicable 
diseases in crops and 
livestock. The project is a 
collaboration between the 
University of Warwick, CABI, 
and the University of Nairobi.

Katy Wells wins 
Leverhulme Research 
Fellowship

Katy Wells has won a 
Leverhulme Research 
Fellowship for her project 
“Renting: Justice and Limited 
Sovereignty”. Renting is 
a controversial property 
relation: rises in renting 
cars and clothes are often 
celebrated as part of the rise 
of the “sharing” economy; 
on the other hand, there is 
considerable public anxiety 
about “Generation Rent,” 
those renting housing because 
they can’t afford to buy. 
Despite these competing 
perspectives, however, there 
is little work in political and 
legal philosophy evaluating 
renting. The aim of the 
project is to develop the first 
substantial account of the 
relationship between renting 
and justice. Egalitarian justice, 
Katy will argue, is served by 
the existence of flourishing, 
properly regulated, rental 
markets in personal goods.

Ethics in Climate Adaptation and Resilience AHRC 
award

Keith Hyams and Morten Byskov have been awarded AHRC GCRF 
funding for their project ‘Inserting Ethics into Climate Adaptation 
and Resilience Policy’. The project will work with collaborators at 
the University of Cape Town and with Cape Town city’s climate 
adaptation department to look at how issues of ethics and justice 
can be incorporated into responses to climate-related risks. Cape 
Town has already come perilously close to a city-wide drought and 
regularly suffers from flooding: the project seeks to ensure that 
the most vulnerable communities such as informal settlements are 
incorporated in an ethical manner into city-level protection plans. 
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“Open Doors and Building Bridges”
University of Surrey Department of Politics
Centre for Britain and Europe: New Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence Award

The University of Surrey’s Centre for Britain and Europe (CBE), based 
in the Department of Politics, has been awarded the prestigious Jean 

Monnet Centre of Excellence from the European Union (September 2020 
- September 2023). During this period, the UK’s future relationship with 
the EU will be re-negotiated, not just by the executive and parliament in 
Westminster, but also and crucially so by the wider public, civil society 
organisations, and the devolved nations. So, it’s an exciting time to 
be launching a brand-new programme of activities. With this in mind, 
the Jean Monnet project focuses on how beliefs about both Europe 
and Britain together produce new political identities, innovative ways 
of ‘doing’ politics, novel methods of defining security risks as well as 
changing ways of moving away from, and also back towards UK-EU 
engagement. 

To explore these developments, the project is structured around five 
thematic strands: Gender and Identity, Electoral Behaviour, European and 
British Security and Defence, De-Europeanisation and Re-Europeanisation, 

and Cross-Thematic Outputs. As a new Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence, 
the Centre for Britain and Europe will now unroll three years’ worth of 
offers including new scholarships, studentships, a new module, a Winter 
School and Doctoral Forum, as well as thematic forums, workshops and 
roundtables in Guildford, London and Brussels. 

The programme’s lasting academic added value rests on its high-level 
original research, international reputation in teaching and learning and 
track record in outreach and engagement, and involves the whole CBE 
team, under the leadership of co-Directors Professor Amelia Hadfield and 
Dr Alia Middleton, including Professor Simon Usherwood, Dr Theofanis 
Exadaktylos, Dr Laura Chappell, Dr Steven van Hauwaert, Dr Roula Nezi, 
Dr Nikolaos Gkotsis Papaioannou, plus new members of staff, Dr Simona 
Guerra and Dr Evgenia Iliadou, plus colleagues from UniSurrey Economics, 
Law and Sociology. This combination will allow the Centre to expand its 
established role in enabling informed debate on Britain and Europe. Keen 
to get involved? Just email us! cbe@surrey.ac.uk 

Özlem Atikcan and 
Gabriel Siles-Brügge 
part of team awarded 
Jean Monnet Network 
grant on ‘Transatlantic 
Trade Politics’

Özlem Atikcan and Gabriel 
Siles-Brügge are part of a 
team funded by the European 
Commission to establish a 
new Jean Monnet network on 
‘Transatlantic Trade Politics’. 
The project will be led by 
Carleton University (Ottawa, 
Canada) and also involves 
partners at Bates College 
(Lewiston, Maine, USA), 
the University of Antwerp 
(Belgium) and the University 
of Salzburg (Austria). Key 
themes to be explored by the 
network participants include 
the politicisation of trade 
policy, the EU’s and UK’s 
transatlantic trade relations 
in the context of Brexit, 
challenges to the multilateral 
order, trade policy and 
climate change. 

George Christou to 
lead on an ERASMUS+ 
Jean Monnet 
Network on European 
Cyberdiplomacy

George Christou will be 
academic coordinator/lead at 
Warwick on an ERASMUS+ 
Jean Monnet Network on 
European Cyberdiplomacy 
that has been funded by the 
European Commission. The 
ULB (Brussels) is the overall 
project lead institution – with 
other partner Universities 
being Leiden, Bologna, 
Tallinn, Waikato (NZ), and 
ICU (Tokyo). The project 
will lead to substantive 
teaching and research 
deliverables, including a 
comprehensive Handbook 
on Cyberdiplomacy, with 
accompanying Massive Open 
Online Course (MOOC). 
Oz Hassan and Richard 
Aldrich will also be involved 
in delivering some of the 
key exchange activities and 
outputs. 

AHRC-GCRF: Keith Hyams, Morten Byskov, and Lola 
Oyebode 

Keith Hyams, Morten Byskov, and Lola Oyebode (Warwick Medical 
School) have been awarded AHRC GCRF funding for their project 
‘Supporting Just Response and Recovery to COVID-19 in Informal 
Urban Settlements: Perspectives from Youth Groups in Sub-Saharan 
Africa’. The project will work with the organisation Slum Dwellers 
International and its Youth Federation members in six Sub-Saharan 
African cities to understand inequalities and injustices associated 
with COVID-19 impacts and policy responses in informal urban 
settlements. The project will facilitate the creation of a series 
of video-diaries informed by ethical analysis, co-designed and 
produced with youth groups in the cities, which will provide the 
foundation for research articles and policy briefs to be shared with 
local authorities. Thanks to Warwick Interdisciplinary Research 
Centre for International Development for seed funding this project.

mailto:cbe%40surrey.ac.uk%20?subject=
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Founded in 2004, our Politics programme at Canterbury Christ 
Church University came 9th in the latest Guardian League 

Table – the only post-1992 Politics programme in the top 10. 
This confirmed our excellent performance in other ratings, 
such as the National Student Survey, where we have received 
consistently above 95% overall satisfaction in recent years!

Our hardworking team is incredibly proud of this achievement, 
which acknowledges our commitment to the provision of an 
exciting and fully student-centred learning experience. 

We have a strong record of innovation in the following areas:   

Curriculum design: We are committed to the idea that the 
curriculum needs to represent the interests and aspirations 
of our students. We have placed an ethics of decolonisation 
and social justice at the centre of everything we do. We seek 
to open spaces for those perspectives and voices which have 
been historically muted and excluded from political theory and 
practice. 

Celebrating the Politics and 
International Relations 
programme at Canterbury 
Christ Church University!

Student engagement: Since 2005, we have run an initiative called 
Making Politics Matter. This student-run initiative has featured 
contributions from high-profile academics, political practitioners, and 
activists. 

Making Politics Matter speakers have included Natalie Bennett, 
Rosie Duffield, John Bercow, Professor Sir John Curtis, and Nigel 
Farage. These events enable our students to ‘learn in action’ by 
enriching their knowledge of politics and to build fruitful networks 
with practitioners. Moreover, our offer provides students with a direct 
opportunity to participate in the production of our research, through 
internships and the co-production of academic articles. 

Student voices: The move to blended learning since March 2020 
has created challenges but also opportunities. We have enhanced 
our commitment to engaging students as co-learners, by creating 
spaces in which students could give direct real-time feedback on our 
teaching practices. 

2020-21 will no doubt be a challenging year, but we are well 
positioned to meet this challenge!

The Politics and International Relations  
team at Canterbury Christ Church University.

TOP ROW (L-R):
Prof David Bates, Dr Demetris Tillyris,  
Dr Sarah Lieberman, Dr Paul Anderson

BOTTOM ROW (L-R): 
Dr Laura Cashman, Dr Dele Babalola, Dr Soeren Keil
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The Political Studies Association is delighted to congratulate 
Georgina Blakeley (University of Huddersfield), Jackie Carter 

(University of Manchester) and Emma Mayhew (University 
of Surrey) on the award of National Teaching Fellowships by 
AdvanceHE. The National Teaching Fellowship scheme has been 
running since 2000 and recognises individuals who have made 
an outstanding impact on student outcomes and developed 
excellence practice in higher education teaching.

Both Georgina and Emma are previous winners of the Political 
Studies Association’s Sir Bernard Crick Award for Teaching and 
Georgina delivered a webinar on ‘What campus universities can 
learn from Online/Distance ones’ as part of our ‘Teaching Politics 
Online: Pedagogy, Support & Community’ series. They join a 
community of eleven other National Teaching Fellows from politics 
and international relations.

If you are interested in how you can get involved in the PSA’s 
work to develop political science education, browse our Teaching 
and Learning Network Webpage or follow the Network on Twitter.

The PSA Environment group's 2020 virtual workshop, 
'Environmental Politics in a Post-COVID World: Challenges 

and Future Trajectories', which took place on September 10th 
and 11th, sought to bring academics, practitioners and others in 
the environmental politics realm together to critically discuss the 
intersection of contemporary environmental crises and the recent 
pandemic. 

We were thrilled by the wide array of panellists who participated, 
ranging from environmental political theorists to representatives 
from the UNFCCC and IPBES. Over three hundred attendees 
registered for the two-day event, many of whom contributed to 
lively and thought-provoking panel discussions on topics such as 
what national efforts to combat the COVID-19 outbreak suggest 
about our collective ability to meet the targets of the Paris 
agreement and otherwise effectively mitigate climate breakdown. 
Members of the PSA Environment committee took turns live 
tweeting during each panel session to engage those online in our 
discussions. 

We were also very pleased with the international scope of the 
event, with speakers and attendees from North and South America, 
Australia, and Western Europe. We hope to further expand access 
and participation, taking steps to break down socioeconomic and 
geographic barriers to participation by hosting at least partially 

National Teaching Fellowship 
awards announced

Whither Environmental Politics 
in a Post-COVID world?

virtual events in future. 
While perhaps just as many questions were raised as were 

answered during this workshop, we are glad that we were able 
to provide a space for collaborative discussion amongst fellow 
environmental politics scholars and enthusiasts during these 
decidedly unprecedented times.

https://pure.hud.ac.uk/en/persons/georgina-blakeley
https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/jackie.carter.html
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/people/emma-mayhew
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/teaching-politics-online-pedagogy-support-community
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/teaching-and-learning-network
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/teaching-and-learning-network
https://twitter.com/PSATeaching
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Close together while far apart: 
strengthening the Participatory and 
Deliberative Democracy community 
during social distancing
Written by Hans Asenbaum, Sonia Bussu, Anastasia Deligiaouri, and Dannica Fleuß

In spring 2020, just a few weeks before the annual PSA conference, 
lockdown measures to contain the spread of Covid-19 left us all 

in a state of disarray. Just as the conference season was about to 
start all events had to be cancelled, including the Participatory and 
Deliberative Democracy (PDD) specialist group’s own three-day 
conference in Dublin, with more than 100 confirmed participants. 
Our growing membership meant that for the first time we had 
secured eight panels at the PSA annual conference. We also planned 
to elect new convenors at our AGM. We didn’t want to put all that 
on hold, particularly at a time when the growing use of emergency 
legislation made discussions on democracy, transparency, 
accountability and inclusivity essential. We decided to embrace the 
world of Zoom! 

 Sonia Bussu, Anastasia Deligiaouri, and Dannica Fleuß joined Hans 
Asenbaum as convenors of the group after being elected in our first 
online AGM in June 2020. As a team, we agreed to turn the eight 
PSA panels into a series of six webinars spanning over the summer. 
We were able to put together an exciting programme featuring a 
rich blend of theoretical and empirical contributions on a range of 
themes, from institutional reform to the role of social movements in 
deepening democracy. The series concluded with the official launch 
of the Handbook of Democratic Innovation and Governance, which 
included a panel of practitioners and policymakers. The response was 
overwhelmingly positive with an average 50 people attending every 
webinar and a whopping 90 participants for the book launch. The silver 
lining of moving everything online was being able to reach out to 
people all over the world and beyond academia, and this vibrant mix 
sparked brilliant discussions. You can find all the recordings here.

Energised by this success, we’re planning several new events. We 
have just launched a picture contest on Re-imagining Democracy with 
a jury including celebrated democratic theorists Chantal Mouffe and 
Michael Saward. The deadline is on 27th September and PDD members 
will award one of the prizes by voting online for their favourite image.

We’re also organising a three-part webinar series in collaboration 
with ECPR and APSA’s Democratic Innovations groups, Democracy 
Rebooted: Classic Concepts for Contemporary Times. This will see 
scholars of the calibre of Jane Mansbridge, Graham Smith and 
Donatella della Porta in conversation with an early career researcher.

In the next few months, we’ll launch a regular “Just Out!” webinar 
to showcase the newly published work of our members. And of course 
we’re getting ready for the next PSA conference in Belfast. You can 
submit your panel and paper proposals by 30th September. 

Despite lockdown measures, it has been a productive time for the 
group. The learning curve to master tech issues of all kinds was steep, 
but this new team really helped to put the group and deliberative and 
participatory democracy on the spotlight this summer!

Hans Asenbaum, Sonia Bussu, Anastasia Deligiaouri, and Dannica 
Fleuß are the convenors for the Participatory and Deliberative 
Democracy (PDD) specialist group.

https://deliberativehub.wordpress.com/2020/06/12/pdd-webinar-series/
https://deliberativehub.wordpress.com/2020/07/20/reimagining-democracy-picture-contest/
https://deliberativehub.wordpress.com/2020/08/24/call-for-papers-pdd-at-psa-annual-international-conference-2021/
https://deliberativehub.wordpress.com/2020/08/24/call-for-papers-pdd-at-psa-annual-international-conference-2021/
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The Politics 
and History 
Specialist 
Group Annual 
Conference 
2020
The Politics and History Specialist Group are delighted to 

announce our annual conference for 2020.
Based on 'the local' within British political, the 2020 conference 

theme will be: 'Your Street to Downing Street' and aims to explore 
conceptions of identity, place and space, and localism.

Call for papers and panels
We invite papers from anyone, particularly PhD and ECRs, 
around the theme of 'the local' within British political history. 
Please email an expression of interest, including a maximum 
200 word overview and title, to: adam.waddingham@postgrad.
manchester.ac.uk no later than 5pm 30 September 2020. 

We also welcome applications to host panels and should be 
discussed, via the above email address, before the CfP deadline. 

Alternatively, drop Adam a message on Twitter  
(@adamwaddingham). 

Date and Venue
The conference will be held on Friday 16th October 2020, from 
10am onwards. 

We will be offering a fully virtual event using video 
conferencing, online broadcasts and recorded videos. 

Programme
A full programme of speakers and papers will be published in 
early October and downloadable from this site. 

Registration
Registration is now open. The conference will be free. To register, 
simply email Adam. 

If you have any other queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact the PSA team. 

Call for 
Papers: Public 
Administration 
and Public Policy 
Specialist Group
The Political Studies Association's Public Policy and 

Administration Specialist Group is happy to announce a 
call for papers and panels for our dedicated section at the 71st 
PSA Annual International Conference, Queen’s University Belfast 
(QUB), 29th-31st March 2021.

Submitting through the specialist group has several benefits 
including a better chance of finding the right audience for the 
paper in a thematically aligned panel, through a review process 
run by specialists in the field. In addition to individual papers, you 
may also submit an entire panel to be included within the section.

Papers and panels may be on any topic within the remit of 
the group and will be considered based on merit and thematic fit 
with other proposals submitted. The themes of the conference are 
Resilience, Expertise and Hope. Recent years have demonstrated 
the importance of considering the resilience of administrative 
structures and public policy in the face of unanticipated events 
and shifts in political and constitutional contexts. 

Equally, the role of expertise in policymaking and government 
decisions has come in for intense scrutiny in multiple policy 
areas. Finally, policy and administrative systems have faced 
pressure from high salience issues such as racial justice, economic 
inequality and climate change. We would especially welcome 
proposals that relate to these conference themes.

As usual we also want to encourage submissions from 
early career scholars. If you would like to get in touch prior to 
submitting an abstract for any advice and clarification, please do 
email one of the convenors and we would be happy to help.

How to Submit...
Abstracts of up to 200 words, alongside a short biographical 
note, should be submitted via email to the convenors by the 
deadline of Monday 5th October. You should submit the abstract 
by downloading and filling out the form, which can be found 
at the bottom of this page by clicking the links below. Successful 
applicants will be notified within two weeks of the deadline.

Resilience.

Expertise.

Hope.

mailto:adam.waddingham%40postgrad.manchester.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:adam.waddingham%40postgrad.manchester.ac.uk?subject=
https://twitter.com/adamwaddingham?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/psa-annual-international-conference-2021-call-papers
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/psa-annual-international-conference-2021-call-papers
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Giorgos Venizelos, Communica.ons Officer, Populism Specialist Group

Our workshop was initially scheduled to take place in Brighton 
between 2 – 3 April but due to the pandemic, we transferred 

it online. The virtual workshop instead took place between 14 
and 18 September. We had around 25 different papers presented 
by participants from 24 different academic institutions and an 
audience of around 30 people who were registered as external 
participants to attend the sessions. The panels explored the 
relationship between populism and emotions, social movements 
and anti-populism, on both the Left and Right of the political 
spectrum. Additionally, the panels explored the transformations 
that populism undergoes once it moves from the opposition to 
power as well as the different organisational patterns that describe 
distinct populist phenomena around the globe. Donald Trump and 
the upcoming November 2020 elections and as well as Brasil’s Jair 
Bolsonaro could obviously not escape scrutiny!

Dr Maria Esperanza Casullo from the Universidad Nacional de Río 
Negro, Argentina and Professor Simon Tormey from the University 
of Bristol keynoted the workshop. Casullo’s talk, ‘Populism and 
myth: crafting explanations for uncertain times’, explored the 
critical role that the body plays in (distinct typologies of) populist 
identification. Through an original socio-cultural theoretical 
approach, she provided us with a Latin American perspective on 
populism. Tormey’s talk, ‘Temporalities of populism – or towards 
a sociology of ‘‘populisation’’, offered critical overview of the 
transformations of ‘doing’ and thinking about populism over the last 
five or six decades. What was populism like in the 1960s and how 
did we think about it? How does contemporary populism adjust to 
the technological and socio-political changes of our (spectacular) 
times? 

You can watch the speeches on our YouTube channel: 
PopulismPSA

Our second newsletter is out!
This issue is dedicated to Left wing populism, a topic that received 
increasing academic and political interest over the last years. In it 
you will find two interviews with prominent scholars whose work 
has been highly influential in the field of populism research: one 
with the Argentinian political theorist Paula Biglieri and another 
one with the British political scientist Luke March. You will also find 
timely commentaries and analyses, and four book reviews of fresh 
publications related to left populism. This issue could not ignore the 
global developments related to the ongoing pandemic and it thus 
includes timely expert observations as well! 

You can find it pinned at the top of our Facebook page:  
@populismgroup

 

Giorgos Venizelos, Communica.ons Officer, Populism Specialist Group

4th annual Populism Specialist 
Group workshop: The “Populist 
Moment”: Temporality, 
Transformations, Crises’

Giorgos Venizelos, Communications Officer, Populism Specialist Group

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPrGcUGgRkRY_DIhJrJrCrA
https://en-gb.facebook.com/populismgroup/
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Like most of us involved in the political studies community, 2020 
has been strange and challenging time for the PSA Parliaments 

Specialist Group. Despite the disappointment of having to postpone 
our annual conference and our usual research methods seminar, the 
group has used this time to take stock and to set out on new and 
innovative paths. We have also seen a changeover in the group's 
convenors. Marc Geddes and Louise Thomson have moved on after 
providing outstanding leadership in recent years. Both Louise and 
Marc will be missed, but they leave an excellent legacy for new 
convenors, Stephen Holden Bates and Alexandra Meakin, to build 
upon over the next few years. We are also happy to see Caroline 
Bhattacharya stepping into the newly created role of Membership 
Officer to join Gavin Hart and Sean Haughey as the other members 
of the team.

Alongside these changes in the executive, there have been 
important shifts in how the group will reach out beyond its core 
community of academics and parliamentary practitioners. The 
aim is to harness the group's collective knowledge as a means 
to support others interested in our democratic institutions. For 
instance, we hope to offer an 'ask an expert' service whereby the 

public can access the expertise of group members and we are 
forging connections with youth parliaments across the UK both to 
offer our advice, but also to learn from the fresh perspectives that 
young people bring to the study of parliamentary democracy. Our 
website has also been entirely revamped and will continue to host 
welcome contributions to our blog series, an updated parliamentary 
overviews section, and our ever-popular undergraduate essay 
competition.

We have adapted our conference plans and will be running a 
series of virtual panel events throughout the year. In addition, 
we are constructing a survey that will provide an overview of the 
parliamentary studies sub-discipline both in terms of intellectual 
trends and the backgrounds of academics. A discussion of the results 
of this study will form our final conference panel. 

While the year has been challenging, as a group we have sought 
to adapt and improve. We continue to take inspiration from our 
peers across the political studies field and would encourage anyone 
that wishes to participate in our activities to get in touch. To learn 
more please see our website https://psaparliaments.org/ or follow 
us on Twitter @psa_parl

Alexandra Meakin Caroline Bhattcharya Gavin Hart

Sean Haughey Stephen Holden-Bates

Challenges and change for PSA 
Parliaments Specialist Group
Written by Gavin Hart and Stephen Holden-Bates

https://twitter.com/psa_parl?lang=en
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On the 28th May, the Greek, Italian, Turkish, German, French, 
Nordic, Spanish and Irish Politics Specialist Groups of 

the Political Studies Association came together and organised 
a timely workshop to discuss how different countries are 
managing the COVID-19 crisis. The event offered an opportunity 
to hear from our Specialist Groups’ experts about the latest 
developments in their respective countries and draw lessons on 
political and policy approaches in comparative perspective, as 
well as on avenues for future research.

Based on this successful online event, the PSA blog is now hosting 
a series of interventions from Specialist Groups’ representatives – 
read the blogs here: 

A mixed record for Turkey's politics during COVID-19 written 
by Yaprak Gursoy  for our Turkish Politics Specialist Group

Yet another crisis: Italy and COVID-19 written by Davide Vampe for 
our Italian Politics Specialist Group

Covid-19 and the surge of the anti-racist movement in France written 
by Philippe Marlière for our French Politics Specialist Group

COVID-19 crisis, Spain and Political Science: what can we learn from 
it? Written by Patricia Correa for our Spanish Politics Specialist 
Group

Regaining trust: tackling the coronavirus in Greece written by Stella 
Ladi for our Greek Specialist Group

Want to know more about our wonderful Specialist Groups? 
Check their pages on our website and join them today!

Launching our Specialist  
Group blog series:  
Europe’s response to COVID-19

Follow our PSA Specialist Groups on Twitter:

> PSA Italian Politics

> PSA Turkish Politics

> PSA Irish Politics

> PSA Spanish Politics

> PSA German Politics

> PSA French Politics

https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/mixed-record-turkeys-politics-during-covid-19
https://twitter.com/PsaTurkish
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/yet-another-crisis-italy-and-covid-19
https://twitter.com/PSA_IPSG
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/covid-19-and-surge-anti-racist-movement-france
https://twitter.com/PSAFrPol
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/covid-19-crisis-spain-and-political-science-what-can-we-learn-it
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/covid-19-crisis-spain-and-political-science-what-can-we-learn-it
https://twitter.com/PSA_SpanishPol
https://twitter.com/PSA_SpanishPol
https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/regaining-trust-tackling-coronavirus-greece
https://twitter.com/GrPoliticsSG
https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups
https://twitter.com/PSA_IPSG
https://twitter.com/PsaTurkish
https://twitter.com/PSA_IrishPol
https://twitter.com/PSA_SpanishPol
https://twitter.com/PSAGermany
https://twitter.com/PSAFrPol
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The editors of the journal Politics are delighted to announce the 
winners of the Best Article Prizes for 2019. In the year of its 

60th birthday, the editorial team is pleased to come together once 
again to congratulate and celebrate the excellence of the work of 
our authors.

The prize for the best article is awarded every year amongst the 
articles published in the volume corresponding for that year. The Jacqui 
Briggs Prize, previously the Politics Teaching and Learning Prize, is 
named after the late Professor Jacqui Briggs, who sadly passed away in 
2018. Professor Briggs was a member of the editorial board of Politics, 
and in her role as a Trustee of the PSA with a deep commitment to 
promoting pedagogic work in the field of political studies helped 
established the prize that now bears her name.

 
The winner of the Jacqui Briggs Prize for the Best Article on 
Learning and Teaching published in Politics between 2018-2019 is:
Teaching applied politics: From employability to political imaginary by 
Dr Edwin Bacon (University of Lincoln).

In a statement, the editors said:
“Dr Bacon’s article proposes an interesting theoretical debate about 
the role of applied politics courses. The argument made by Dr Bacon 
is that the current move against applied politics as a neo-liberal 
project is unfounded. Dr Bacon also argues that the obsession with 
employability has created the notion that applied politics modules (i.e. 
those focused on skills or practical experience) are a mere reflection 
of neoliberal university policies. However, he contends, we can think 
of applied politics from a critical perspective and as a fundamental 
experience in the process of going through a politics degree. The author 
uses the notion of applied politics as vocation (Beruf) in contrast to 
employability, and calls for academics to engage in applied teaching 
as a way to prepare our students to enact real change outside the 
classroom.”

The shortlisted articles were:
Engaging students as co-producers: A critical reflection on the policy 
commission model by Prof. Alasdair Blair (De Montfort University), 
Prof. Steven Griggs (De Montfort University) and Dr Eleanor Mackillop 
(Cardiff University)
‘The message is the medium’: Evaluating the use of visual images to 
provoke engagement and active learning in politics and international 
relations lectures by Dr David Roberts (Loughborough University)

The winner of for the Politics Prize for the Best Publication in 2019 is:
Gender, gendered personality traits and radical right populist voting  
by Professor Hilde Coffé (University of Bath).

In coming to their decision, the editors said:
“The role of gender has been generally overlooked in the literature 

Politics editors announce 
the prize winners for 
best articles in 2019

on populism. Although this gap has been recently addressed by 
some scholars, this article is one of the earliest - and strongest - 
contributions to the field. Prof. Coffe analyses the personality traits of 
Dutch voters using longitudinal data. With that, she is able to suggest 
links between gendered personality traits (in particular, masculinity) 
and preference for radical right parties. Perhaps even more impressive, 
her findings defy the notion that men and women have different voting 
patterns when it comes to populist parties, and demonstrate that these 
gendered personality traits can be present in both sexes, and indeed 
that their effects are similar.

Methodologically, this is a very strong piece. Prof. Coffe uses 
longitudinal data and a questionnaire that is designed to capture these 
personality traits. This allows her to draw strong conclusions about the 
role of these personality traits on voting behaviour.”

 
The shortlisted articles were:
Three-ness: Healing world politics with epistemic compassion  
by Prof. LHM (Lily) Ling  (The New School)
Resilience in British social policy: Depoliticising risk and regulating 
deviance by Dr Fran Amery (University of Bath)

https://twitter.com/JournalPolitics
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395717694401
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395717694401
http://A critical reflection on the policy commission model
http://A critical reflection on the policy commission model
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395717717229
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395717717229
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395717717229
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395717745476
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395718783351
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395718777920
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0263395718777920
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The BJPIR is delighted to announce the winner of its Best 
Article Prize for 2019. The BJPIR are also pleased to 

announce that the annual prize will now be named the John 
Peterson Prize in memory of their late Editor-in-Chief.

The winner of the 2019 John Peterson Prize for Best Article 
is:
All in this together? Austerity and the gender-age gap 
in the 2015 and 2017 British general elections by Anna 
Sanders (University of Manchester) and Rosalind Shorrocks 
(University of Manchester).
 
The three other shortlisted articles were:
Brexit, CANZUK, and the legacy of empire
Written by Duncan Bell (University of Cambridge)  and 
Srdjan Vucetic (University of Ottawa 

Kings, jesters, or kingmakers? European populist parties as 
a microcosm for celebrity politics
Written by Matteo Giglioli (University of Bologna) and 
Gianfranco Baldini (University of Bologna)

Oh Jeremy Corbyn! Why did Labour Party membership soar 
after the 2015 general election?
Written by Paul Whiteley (University of Essex), Monica 
Poletti (Queen Mary University), Paul Webb (University of 
Sussex) and Tim Bale (Queen Mary University)

BJPIR announces the John 
Peterson Prize for Best 
Article in 2019

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1369148119864699
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1369148119864699
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1369148118819070
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1369148119844494
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1369148119844494
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1369148118815408
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1369148118815408
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In 2019 the PSA embarked on a new partnership with the Financial 
Times, hosting our first-ever Student Blog Competition. We challenged 

young people to consider whether British politics was broken, asking 
them to write a short blog-style piece, testing their writing and research 
skills. 

For our 2020 competition we welcomed a new supporter for the 
initiative: the UK Parliament Education Team. The competition grew in 
prestige and popularity. We received double the number of entries with 
almost two hundred students submitting an answer to the question 
‘Does the public expect too much of UK politicians?’ 

A great number of students argued that politicians face an unwinnable 
task of satisfying the public’s ever-changing expectations. It was 
presented by many that we ask politicians to live by a moral code that 
we ourselves could never abide by, leading to MPs making grandeur 
claims and promises. The entries we received drew upon current political 
affairs such as the handling of the covid-19 pandemic, the recent general 
election and Brexit to back-up their arguments. A fantastic level of 
critical analysis was shown by many entrants and the PSA team was 
overwhelmed with the number of high-quality articles. 

On Tuesday 15th September, we welcomed students, their families, 
and teachers to a virtual awards ceremony. Co-hosted by Rt. Hon 
Robert Halfon MP and Lord David Blunkett the event featured short 
speeches, from the parliamentarians, on the competition theme and the 
importance of good political literacy amongst young people.

We are pleased to announce that this year’s winner of our Student 
Blog Competition 2020 is Samuel Lopes from Altrincham Grammar 
School. Samuel’s blog has been in the FT Online and will be featured in 
our December issue of Political Insight. 

We would also like to congratulate the competition runners-up 
Sapphire Hope (St George’s School) and Emma Wilson (Withington Girls 
School).

A special thanks to Andrew Jack (Financial Times) for continuing to 
support the work of the PSA’s school programme. We look forward to 
reading the entries for next year’s competition, which will launch in 
January 2021. 

Announcing the 
winners of the 
PSA/Financial 
Times Student 
Blog Competition

For several years now the PSA has celebrated a dynamic 
relationship with the Parliament Education Service (PES), working 

closely as a partner in UK Parliament Week and offering seminar 
days for teachers of Politics across the UK. 

These seminar days usually consist of a face to face event at UK 
Parliament but given the current climate we were unable to offer the 
same experience this year. Instead, we worked hard with colleagues at 
Parliament to provide a valuable online seminar. 

On Thursday 11th June we came together with over 250 teachers to 
share expertise knowledge about Parliamentary Scrutiny: Challenges 
and Choices. 

Hosted by Dr Rose Gann, former PSA Trustee and Head of 
Department at NTU, and David Carr, from the Parliament Education 
Service, this seminar featured a talk from Dr Mark Bennister on ‘holding 
the government to account’ and Baroness Nicky Morgan who shared 
her experience of answering ministerial questions and her thoughts on 
parliamentary procedure in the House of Lords. 

We can’t thank our speakers enough for an in-depth analysis of 
a core topic from the UK politics curriculum. Dr Mark Bennister 
(University of Lincoln) drew upon his findings from the recent research 
briefing ‘The Liaison Committee: taking evidence from the Prime 
Minister’ noting the calmer environment of a select committee and the 
benefits this has to the informative nature of questioning that ensues. 
Both our speakers engaged in a lively Q&A, answering questions from 
our teachers in attendance. 

Feedback from the event was incredibly positive with teachers 
congratulating the speakers on their informative talks; coming away 
from the event with case studies for students to use and top tips on 
how to approach this topic in the classroom. 

Don’t worry if you missed this event – the live recording of the 
seminar is available on the PSA website, simply log in and search our 
‘resources’ page. PSA School members can also access a variety of 
supplementary resources including our ‘United Kingdom Parliament 
– School Topic Guide’ and links to our PSA blog that we feel will help 
enhance the seminar take-aways. 

Though it’s tough to admit the covid-19 crisis has given us the 
opportunity to diversify our content delivery. From the success of 
this seminar we have organised a second seminar day, for teachers, in 
partnership with the PES team. 

Our next seminar for teachers of politics, citizenship, law, and 
modern studies will take place Tuesday 6th October (16:00-17:30) 
on the theme of Legislating and Lobbying. We are now accepting 
registrations for this event. If you want further information or have any 
questions on these sessions please contact jamie.roberts@psa.c.uk 

Continuing 
Professional 
Development for 
Teachers and the 
UK Parliament

mailto:jamie.roberts%40psa.c.uk?subject=
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MEET THE TRUSTEE

Manjeet 
Ramgotra
I have been a long-standing member of the PSA since I began my 

academic career.  But my engagement with the association came 
through activity with the Women and Politics Specialist Group.

I wrote a blogpost on my teaching for the group and was then 
invited to the Women and Politics Summit where we tackled the issue 
of diversity in the profession.  Here I met dynamic scholars – mostly 
women - who were very supportive.  I had never been to a conference 
where the host said “hello Manjeet here is your badge” before I 
introduced myself.  I felt very welcome and valued as a PSA member.  
Ever since I have continued to work with the association.  

Through the PSA’s network, I have participated in panels at annual 
PSA conferences and events.  I am also a member of Britain and Ireland 
Association for Political Thought and the Political Thought Specialist 
Group.

I teach political theory at SOAS and have just taken up an ISRF 
Independent Scholar’s Fellowship at QMUL.  My research focuses on 
republicanism.  My work is grounded on a critical reading of Cicero, 
Machiavelli and Montesquieu regarding hierarchy and empire which 
has turned to a study of republicanism in Indian anti-colonial political 
thought and practice.  This study of the Indian republican founding 
centres on the thinking of Nehru, Gandhi and Ambedkar and how they 
transformed understandings of revolution and republic in the 20th 
century postcolonial moment.

I have been very engaged in decolonising the political theory 
curriculum not only to include the voices of women and people 
of colour, but to bring these voices to the fore, in critical dialogue 
mainstream voices.  This approach questions the canon.  It rethinks how 
we might study theoretical ideas in terms of core concepts and brings 
to light the critical thinking of the marginalised that challenge the 
mainstream but are often neglected and not taught alongside so-called 
great thinkers.  I am co-editing (with Dr Simon Choat) a new textbook 
called Reconsidering Political Thinkers that brings in a diversity of voices 
and puts them in conversation with each other.

I am passionate about being involved with the PSA’s executive 
committee.  The area of great and personal interest to me is diversity 
in the profession.  I am keen to develop and support this in the Early 
Career Network. 

There is much uncertainty in this moment of a global pandemic, 
climate change, increased political authoritarianism and economic 
instability.  The increasingly populist and authoritarian political 
cultures of this moment are not hospitable to critical voices of women, 
people of colour, LGBTQ+ people who call for diversification and the 
decolonisation of structures of power and knowledge including the 
university.  

The HE sector has hit early career scholars hard.  Many have lost 
their jobs and face a very hard job market.  Many, and they tend 
disproportionately to be women of colour, get stuck in the system on a 
continual rolling of casualised contracts.  Therefore, I believe it is critical to 
support both the early career scholars who are just beginning their journeys 
in this uncertain time and diversity and inclusion in our profession.

Meet the Trustee



YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP!
Your PSA membership includes 
even more than PSA News:

• Discounted rates on our Annual 
Conference

• Access to PSA journals and magazines, 
including Political Insight

• Grants for attending UK and 
international events and conferences

• Access to 60 specialist groups

• Discounted rates on room hire at our 
London office

• Eligibility for our prestigious academic 
prizes

…and so much more!!

Want to spread the news about PSA membership? 
Find our rates below:

For Public Members our annual rate is £40.

Our annual rates for Academic Members are:

£92   for Academics earning more than £60k per 
year

£82  for Academics earning £40k-60k per year

£72  for Academics earning less than £40k per year

£60  for Retired Members

£40  for Unwaged Academics

£20  for Early Career Network Members

£10  for Students (undergraduate and masters)

We also offer a Lifetime Retired rate for a one-time 
payment of £500.

Are you a teacher? Take a look at our Schools 
Membership for only £25 a year.

Find out more at https://www.psa.ac.uk/members 

https://www.psa.ac.uk/members 

