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A message from our Chair
I am also proud of the PSA’s work across 2020 and 2021 to
support colleagues through our new Research and Innovation
Fund (see page 14), providing small research grants just as
much of the small-scale funding that underpins research was
drying up within institutions. The large number of high quality
applications we received showed that this new initiative met
a real need. And I am very pleased that we have been able to
strengthen our working relationships with other organisations:
for instance, working with BISA to help fund, and then support
the publication, of an important report by Chris Hanretty on

It is bordering on the trite to say that 2021 was
challenging for many people. Across the world, more
people died from Covid than in 2020; and the hope
granted us by vaccines and other medical advances
has been tempered by a mutating virus becoming
ever harder to fight.
In this uniquely challenging context, the PSA has continued
to try to support those who study and teach politics and
international relations. And despite the difficulties of working
in this context, for trustees and staff, we can honestly claim
to have achieved a great deal. This includes holding the PSA’s
first ever wholly online annual conference. That was certainly
a huge learning experience, but I was delighted by the large

diversity in our profession. This report conducted detailed
analysis of HESA data, and revealed some uncomfortable truths.

“I am also proud of the PSA’s work
across 2020 and 2021 to support
colleagues through our new
Research and Innovation Fund,
providing small research grants
just as much of the small-scale
funding that underpins research
was drying up within institutions.”

numbers of colleagues from around the world who were both
able and willing to take part in it. The quality of much of the

Most of us were already aware, for instance, that rather low

work that was presented was testament to the vibrancy of our

numbers of BAME colleagues are attracted to our profession;

discipline. And I know that for many people, after 12 months or

but the Hanretty report also confirmed that such colleagues are

more when we had often been isolated from most of our work

more likely than white ones to leave academia. We also learned

colleagues, holding the conference – even if in ‘virtual’ form –

that the proportion of BAME colleagues who are in ‘senior’

was very important to them.

positions (i.e. Reader or above) was lower in our discipline than

A more recent highlight of 2021 was our Annual Lecture.
Since re-creating this event last year, we have sought to use it
to demonstrate how research in political studies speaks directly

any other social science during the period analysed. That is
hardly something to be proud of.
For 2022 I am particularly looking forward to us being able to

to major global issues of the day. After last year with Pippa

hold our first in-person conference for three years – and to do

Norris examining the state of American democracy in the wake

so in the beautiful city of York. I am already enjoying working

of the US presidential election, this year we were delighted

with York colleagues on that. I also look forward to the PSA

to invite Robyn Eckersley from the University of Melbourne

doing more around enhancing the diversity of our association

to consider the contribution of political studies to addressing

and discipline; there is much to do here, and you can certainly

the climate crisis during the COP26 summit. The lecture was

expect to hear more about that soon.

attended online by a large international audience on the night
and has been viewed by much greater numbers globally since.

● Professor Roger Awan-Scully

psa.ac.uk
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CEO’s View

Lean into the
PSA community
in 2022
I am delighted to share this latest edition of
PSA News with you. It’s a wonderful testament
to the achievement (and sheer resilience) of
many PSA members over the last year.
I was also struck by the opportunities and support being

those teaching and studying politics in the UK but a vibrant
family of scholars. So whether it’s taking part in a Specialist
Group, presenting your research at PSA22 or in one of our
journals or nominating for a prize, I dearly hope you will
continue to play your part in making our association a

part of the PSA community conveys and how all our

success in 2022 and encourage your colleagues and students

networks, teams and groups have pulled together and have

to do the same. The bigger we are, the bigger the difference

mutually supported each other and their members over

we can make.

the last year. Thank you for your continued membership
of the PSA and making it not only the largest network of

● Michelle Doyle Wildman

SAGE
Knowledge
Get access to the SAGE
Knowledge Library

As one of the benefits of membership, PSA
members have unlimited access to ‘Sage
Knowledge’ - the premier social sciences platform
for SAGE and CQ Press-Book and video content.
Content includes reference works, academic books,
professional development titles and more, with this crossmedia platform allowing members to search and browse over
10,000 items within the social sciences.
In addition to our suite of respected journals, PSA members
also have access to a wider range of journals in the Sage

Knowledge bank.
Check this out by logging into the website, clicking on the
resources section, and looking into these exclusive member-only
benefits!

psa.ac.uk
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Membership, Partnerships
and Collaboration
Membership is at the heart of everything the PSA
does. And engaging with our members through
regular communication by newsletters and e-shots the number increasing to provide extra support over
the past year - organising stimulating online virtual
events and providing access to world- leading
journals demonstrates our commitment to innovate
on our members’ behalf.
While the past 18 months have been particularly challenging
for membership organisations, it is gratifying to be able to
confirm that the PSA has continued to succeed in remaining
in close contact with its members, and membership levels
have remained stable and, in fact, slightly increased (no small
achievement in a challenging time). Continuing to link the
benefits of membership with key events during the year

CHANGEMAK
ERS: A GUIDE
TO MAKING
POLITICAL A
ND
SOCIAL CHA
NGE

THE OPEN U
NIV
FOR UK PARL ERSITY
IAMENT WEE
K

proved successful, and we saw a significant influx of individual
members joining ahead of the Annual Conference in April and
the Annual Lecture in November.
Our schools’ membership offer has continued to develop with
a considerable number of new schools joining and making use

We expanded our membership offering by encouraging

of our valuable Teaching from a Distance materials. We also

universities to further support their students by providing them

provided schools’ members with resources during the year,

with individual membership of the PSA, with class members being

including the launch of the Changemakers Guide in partnership

paid for by the university at a cost of £10 per student. This was

with the Open University, and political literacy assets in

initially taken up by Anglia Ruskin University last year and they

partnership with Shout Out UK. Together with our popular

are now rolling forward into the second year for those students

guest speakers programme, helping schools and pupils to gain a

and have signed up a new first year group. Their students can take

greater understanding of key issues in politics thanks to world

advantage of the many membership benefits offered by the PSA,

leading experts provided by the PSA, we continue to support our

including having free access to our respected journals and other

schools’ members.

materials through our partnership with SAGE Publishing.
psa.ac.uk
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The students were, of course, also able to attend our
dedicated Undergraduate Conference free of charge courtesy of

Career trajectories in UK
departments of politics and
international relations

their student membership, with a number of them submitting
papers which greatly impressed the panel of judges. In fact, all
the students who took part in the conference were commended

A report for the British International
Studies Association and
the Political Studies Association

not just for the quality of the work but also their presenting

Chris Hanretty

skills. The Undergraduate Conference provides students with
an excellent opportunity to engage with leading academics,
helping to build invaluable skills which will assist them in the
future. If your university would be interested in the benefits
of onboarding a cohort of students, please contact our
Membership & Programmes Officer at membership@psa.ac.uk.
Thanks to the work of Professor Chris Hanretty, Professor
of Politics at Royal Holloway, University of London, and his
report into the Career Trajectories in UK Departments of

June 2021
BISA/PSA Career Trajectories Report

June 2021

1

Politics and International Relations we now have a much
better understanding of the discipline, and our members place
within it, and we continue to focus on our ambition to be
the leading voice for the study and development of politics
in the UK. Following the publication of this report, we carried
out a survey which provided us with insight, from a crosssection of members, as to their views about PSA membership
and its benefits. The top reason given regarding the ‘value
of membership’, from 94% of respondents, was “being part
of the largest community of those teaching and studying
politics in the UK” and there was a high level of support
regarding engagement with our specialist groups, both of which
demonstrate the continued importance of engagement. The

for membership renewals, and the majority of our direct debit

survey also invited responses regarding equality, diversity and

membership renewals, and we look forward to the opportunity

inclusion, the results of which will be considered by PSA Trustee

of engaging with many of our members in this period. We also, of

Dr Roula Nezi, as she leads the work on the development of the

course, will be delighted to see many of you at the PSA22 Annual

PSA’s EDI strategy.

Conference in April at the University of York.

After a challenging 2020 & 2021 for everyone, we look forward
to a brighter 2022. The first quarter of the year is the busiest time

● Joan Fisher, Membership & Programmes Manager

PhD Parliamentary Internship 2021/22
The joint initiative between the PSA and the
House of Commons Committee Office provides
an amazing opportunity for PSA ECN members,
currently studying toward their PhD, to challenge
themselves outside the academic environment.

transferable skills. Feedback from previous participants has been

Through a focused internship, they are able to work in a

University and Silvia Behrens, University of Strathclyde, who will

fast-paced environment, not necessarily specific to their field

take up their four-month placement in the House of Commons

of study, progress their research skills and develop invaluable

in 2022.

extremely positive - not just from those who were selected
for the internships, but also from the committee clerks and
their academic supervisors. Succeeding in a strong field, we
wish the best to this year’s interns: Heather Proctor, Newcastle

psa.ac.uk
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Student Blog Competition
Working in partnership with the Financial Times
(FT), the Student Blog Competition launched back
in 2019. In 2020 we welcomed the UK Parliament
Education Team as a new supporter, and this year we
were delighted to add the Association of Citizenship
Teachers (ACT) as partners in this initiative.
Open to students aged 16 to 19, entrants were challenged

TC
WA H

R EA D

VI

BLOG

DEO

by Andrew Jack, Global Education Editor, Financial Times. The

to submit a blog on the subject: “Pandemic Politics: how has

announcement was preceded by a discussion on the topic of the

coronavirus changed UK Politics?”. Their submissions were judged

blog between James Weinberg; George Parker; Dr Sarah Pickard,

by a panel comprising: James Weinberg, PSA Trustee, Lecturer in

Senior Lecturer in British Politics & Society at the Sorbonne,

Political Behaviour at the University of Sheffield; George Parker,

and Baroness Morris of Yardley, former MP for Birmingham.

Political Editor, Financial Times; and Scott Harrison, Chair of

And in a surprise move, we were also joined by Keir Starmer

Trustees, the Association of Citizenship Teachers.

who happened to be in the offices of the Financial Times that

Prior to selecting the winner, the judges praised the standard
of entries stating: “Students did a remarkable job analysing the
impact of the coronavirus pandemic on UK politics within the

afternoon, and happily joined the event for a short while engaging
with the students - much to their obvious delight!
Going forward, in collaboration with the FT and ACT, we plan

constraints of a 600-word blog. Entrants engaged with a range of

to improve the reach and accessibility of this competition. A

aspects of political life that were affected by the pandemic, not

number of strategies have been discussed and agreed, including

least civil liberties, economic policy, political communications

plans to host a pre-submission workshop targeted at students in

strategies, foreign relations and party popularity.”

maintained secondary schools.

The winner, and two runners-up were announced at a virtual
event on 21 July, to which all the students were invited, chaired

This year’s winning blog, by Nikolas Boyd-Carpenter from St
Paul’s School can be read here.

Seminars for Teachers
Our collaboration with the UK Parliament’s
Education and Engagement team to provide a series
of virtual seminars for teachers of 16 to 18-yearold students of politics, modern studies and law
continued successfully through the year.
Engagement was strong with over 500 teachers registering
for the seminars and over 100 offering suggestions for future
topics. The seminar subjects this year included: ‘Legislating and

TC
WA H

Lobbying’ and ‘House of Lords: Scrutiny and reform’, with the
last one of the year being: “Ministerial Accountability and Life in
the Executive - How does Cabinet work?”
This seminar was presented by Dr John Boswell, Associate

VI

DEO

the requested feedback was ‘How confident do you feel teaching

Professor in Politics, University of Southampton and Deputy

about the relationship between ministers and UK Parliament

Director of the Centre for Citizenship, Globalisation and

following today’s event?’

Governance, and Mike Winter, Head of the Centre of Excellence

We also used these opportunities to engage with teachers

for Procedural Practice at the House of Commons. There were

to inform them about the PSA’s schools’ membership, with a

plenty of questions from the teachers who attended, and key to

number of new schools subsequently joining.
psa.ac.uk
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TEACHING &
LEARNING NETWORK

Teaching and
Learning Network
The Teaching & Learning Network is a community
of practice where best practice can be recognised,
research disseminated, and university teaching
supported. All Academic and ECN PSA members
have the opportunity to be affiliated to the
Network so, if you haven’t done so already, you
can log into your PSA membership account and
sign up.
Co-chairs of the network - Dr Donna Smith, Deputy

& Learning co-chairs recognised that finding new external
support can be difficult. Members were encouraged to sign up
to offer their support and Heads of Departments, who are PSA
members, can request a copy of the database which currently
details 90+ members offering their services, by emailing
membership@psa.ac.uk
The TLN welcomed Dr Adrian Millican from Durham
University, who will be leading the quantitative methods
strand of their work and is proposing a series of events. Dr

Associate Dean Teaching and Students, Lecturer/Staff Tutor

Millican is also forging links with the Early Career Network

in Politics at The Open University and Professor John Craig,

regarding wider support for teachers who are at the start of

Dean of Social Sciences at Leeds Beckett School of Social

their career.

Sciences and member of the PSA’s Executive Committee
outline some of the highlights of a busy year and future
programmes of work:
A successful fourth series of webinars - “Teaching politics
and IR: Key Issues, Skills, Pedagogy” - was held with sessions
covering: Work Placements; Flipping the Covid-19 Classroom;
Getting Political Philosophy Students to Argue for Themselves;

The first event, which will focus on
people who are new to quants and stats
teaching, will take place in 2022. Future
events will focus on sustainability,
decolonising and quantitative methods.

Quantitative Methods Teaching; and What YouTubers Can
Teach Us About Creating Engaging Content. You can find the
recordings of all the webinars on our website.
An External Examiners Database was launched as an

A series of blogs is also intended as part of the quantitative
methods strand, and the TLN has continued to publish blogs

exclusive benefit of individual membership. External Examiners

throughout the year. The latest - “An Educator’s Journey into

are invaluable in evaluating all forms of assessment which

Teaching on Virtual Platforms” - can be found. together with

contribute to students’ degree results, ensuring fairness and

links to all TLN resources. on the website. If you would like to

consistency in the assessment process, and the Teaching

contribute a blog, please email psateach@psa.ac.uk
psa.ac.uk
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Early Career Network
The PSA is committed to supporting the next
generation of political scientists through its Early
Career Network (ECN), which exists to represent
the interests of postgraduate students, postdoctoral
researchers, and early career academics. ECN
membership is open to those who have started a
doctoral degree up until three years of the completion
of a doctoral viva. It has all the benefits of a full PSA
membership, at a reduced price of just £20.
The new ECN committee’s President, Taylor Borowetz, Doctoral

of exclusion that bind political studies as a discipline. The ECN
is in a unique position to provide useful and relevant support
because we have access to both cutting-edge expertise and close
communication with our members and their concerns. We’ve
aligned our programming goals with three main aims: to centre
an EDI perspective; to respond to the changing needs of ECRs; and
to facilitate knowledge exchange.

What’s next for the Network?
First, the ECN executive committee structure has recently

Researcher in the Department of Politics and International

been amended to include a new EDI officer role. In addition to

Studies, SOAS University of London, looks at recent successes and

adjusting our charter to consolidate this role, we plan to set

outlines the committee’s goals and future plans:

the future precedent by designing our programming with EDI
concerns at the core. In addition to the economic precarity that

Excellent showing at ECN’s second virtual
conference

defines early-career research, in the increasingly inhospitable

The 2019-2021 executive committee wrapped up an incredibly

and compounding discrimination that can be amplified by

successful tenure; punctuated with innovative solutions to the

professional hierarchy. Addressing this exclusion is both an ethical

limitations COVID continues to pose and with creative initiatives

imperative in a discipline that purports to encourage critical

offered to the membership. Their experience culminated in the

reflexivity, and a pragmatic decision. We’re excited to centre this

second iteration of an annual virtual conference – “Random Access

role as a committee and extend that work through our offerings

Memories”. The conference took place from 5 to 9 July, mirroring

to the membership: the biggest step in that direction will be the

last year’s successful approach with pre-recorded presentations

theme of our annual conference.

landscape of higher education, ECRs face intersectional

and multiple channels for discussion and feedback. With over 60

At the ECN Annual Conference in 2022, being held as a hybrid

submissions and almost 120 participants, the committee’s efforts

event both online and with one day in Sheffield, our commitment

were matched by the membership’s enthusiasm.

to widening the discipline will take centre stage. The conference

Shortly after the conference, ECN leadership was transferred

theme will revolve around the inclusion of new or marginalized

to the new 2021-2023 executive committee. Fully aware that

perspectives: both reflexive interventions on a disciplinary level

we are preceded by a difficult act to follow, we’re grateful for the

and work that pushes the boundaries of established perspectives

work, leadership, and commitment of the outgoing committee.

and received modes of knowledge production. Centring EDI work

The current team is excited about challenging different forms

as an epistemological frame will make a theoretical and practical
psa.ac.uk
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argument for the generative capacity of inclusion. We hope to
create an accessible and welcoming environment for critical
discussion that destabilizes logics of academic exclusivity. Stay on
the lookout for our call for papers, which we’ll release in January.
Second, we recognise the extent to which early career
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PSA Annual
Lecture 2021
Frozen Out? Political Science
in a Heating World

relationships in mind. Another example addressing a longer-term

This November, the Political Studies Association
once again held their Annual Lecture online. The
event drew out what was at stake at COP26
in Glasgow against the backdrop of the larger
civilisational challenges of global warming. This
year’s keynote speech was presented by the
brilliant Professor Robyn Eckersley, Redmond Barry
Distinguished Professor in the Discipline of Political
Science, University of Melbourne.

trend: publications have become increasingly necessary for ECRs

Robyn presented her lecture digitally from Melbourne and

to secure academic jobs, or at least contracts with a lower degree

treated attendees from all around the world to reflections on

of precarity. Our ‘Publication Pipeline’ aims to guide members

the impact and role of political science and what it has to offer

through this process, from writing abstracts and conference

in the face of the challenges of climate change.

researchers are forced to navigate the fluctuations of higher
education and political studies, and how these fluctuations can be
magnified by their marginalization. The ECN must be responsive
to these changing needs to ensure that the help we offer is
relevant. During the current global public health crisis, providing
opportunities for networking has become even more central.
Both the conference format, and a recurring workshop series,
have been designed with the formation of sustainable working

papers to finalising them in the form of a journal article. De-

The PSA were delighted to welcome Emma Vardy, Ireland

mystifying conferences and peer-review will allow more voices to

Correspondent, BBC News, who chaired the webinar expertly.

express themselves within these fora.

Emma is the 2019 winner of the PSA’s Journalist of the Year

Our third main goal is to pursue and facilitate knowledge
exchange. Impact is increasingly important for academics ECRs need a full arsenal of skills that go beyond content-based

award and continues to be a valued friend to the organisation.
If you didn’t manage to catch the event live you can find it in
full on the Political Studies Associations’ YouTube channel.

knowledge of their discipline. Embedding the research of ECRs in
the communities in which their institutions are located creates
wide networks of shared knowledge, enriching both the discipline
and our members’ academic journeys. Of course, strengthening
skills in knowledge exchange and impact is a key tool for EDI
objectives as well: institutional support for KE and impact can
often go to the strongest (or most senior) academics. Building

TC
WA H

capacity across the ECN addresses gaps in support for those who
would not normally receive it at their own institution. Teaching

VI

members how to identify relevant stakeholders, for example,

DEO

empowers them to be accountable to and embedded within the
communities their research effects.
More than a stated ideological commitment, the executive
committee centres the material concerns of ECRs: we face a
profession defined by precarity and challenging job prospects. As
these material concerns have the potential to limit our creative
intellectual output, we believe that overcoming these boundaries
lays the foundation for a more just discipline for all.

● Emma Vardy

●P
 rofessor Robyn Eckersley

BBC News

Social and Political Sciences

psa.ac.uk
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Trustee Spotlight
Through our networks, we can build a research community
that fosters the new generation of politics researchers –
particularly through a welcoming and inclusive approach;
by providing accessible information; and reaching out to
underrepresented and underserved demographics.
My own background can attest to this approach: as a
working-class, first-generation scholar in a small department,
it was only through the open arms and hearts of various PSA
communities that I learnt I was not alone, in this big scary world
which seemed impenetrable, there were others, like me. And

The PSA plays a
real significant
role in aiding the
next generation of
political scholars.
Here’s how.
By Dr Liam McLoughlin
During the pandemic the PSA, Undergraduate
Network, and ECN, showed how vital these networks
are for future scholars. The newest PSA Trustee, Dr
Liam McLoughlin, talks about his experiences, and
what he hopes to bring to the PSA in his new role in
expanding Undergraduate (UG) membership.
Community - I do not think there is a better word to explain
the key benefit I have had as a PSA member. From the small

importantly, that there are doors which can be opened, that
there is a future in academia.
But this amazing work does not just happen. Communities
need facilitating and shaping, and this is something the PSA
has done excellently – by both the dedicated PSA staff team,
and academics who make up the membership. So, it is this area
which I have benefited from, but also one I want to give back to.
During my time on the committee of the ECN (2019-2021),
I found that even small things such as sharing silly GIFs and
congratulating significant milestones on Twitter helped bring people
together. While the last two ECN virtual conferences not only
hugely increased membership and attendance, they also opened
up the community to international students, especially those from
the global south, through our approach to creating radical levels
of accessibility. Likewise, with the new Technology, Internet, and
Policy (TIP) group, our committee has focused on making sure
our language is inclusive and speaking not just to academics, but
to policy makers, and technology practitioners, who, just like us
at TIP, want to find the solutions to the biggest societal issues
stemming from the ever-increasing digitisation of our daily lives. An
approach which has led to a membership of not just academics, but
journalists, policy makers, and third-sector researchers.

groups you find on Twitter around PSA events, to conferences,

Using all the above lessons, I hope to expand the PSA’s (UG)

and specialist groups. In the large, desolate, and often isolating

offer in my new role. I’ll be seeking ways to open up the PSA to

voyage that is being an early career scholar, I have found the

(UG) students to show how research is done (rather than just

PSA, especially the Early Career Network, to be the safe port

reading about it), how to have a future in academic scholarship,

on rough seas. Communities are a vital part of what the PSA

and facilitating undergraduates to connect with one another. I’m

offers, especially to PhD students, just starting out in a smaller

starting this work by shaping the plans for the PSA’s next (UG)

department. They go beyond being a place to network with

conference, with a focus on deliberate outreach and accessibility

peers, to being a place where you can share common experiences

- as I see it as a focal point for strengthening our PSA (UG)

and work through problems together. To experiment with your

community.

work, deepen your thinking and provide much-needed tricks and

This is of course, an important reminder that communities

tips for navigating the academic world. To sum up, communities

are fostered by all of us, so make sure to let your students know

provide a sense of kinship that reaches across departments and

about the PSA’s 2022 (UG) conference, and if you have any

supports us wherever we are and whoever we are.

ideas for the future, please get in contact!
psa.ac.uk
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PSA Member Archie
Brown wins Pushkin
House Book Prize 2021
Archie Brown, Emeritus Professor of Politics at the University
of Oxford and Emeritus Fellow of St Antony’s College, Oxford,
won the Pushkin House Book Prize 2021, for The Human Factor:
Gorbachev, Reagan, and Thatcher, and the End of the Cold War
(Oxford University Press). The prize, an international one for
English-language books relating to Russia, is awarded each year
for ‘original, insightful and well-written books and to encourage
public understanding and intelligent debate about Russia and
its culture’.
Archie has been at Oxford for the last fifty years, having been appointed
University Lecturer in Soviet Institutions and elected a Fellow of St Antony’s
in 1971. From 1989 until his retirement from teaching in 2005 he was
Professor of Politics. Elected a Fellow of the British Academy in 1991, he
has been a Foreign Honorary Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences since 2003.
The Chair of the distinguished panel of judges, Dr Fiona Hill (former
Senior Director for European and Russian Affairs on the US National Security
Council) said that ‘The overall winner represents the very best in western
scholarship on Russia and comparative politics’ and that The Human Factor
contains ‘a lifetime’s achievement of wisdom and insight’ and is ‘in many
respects the culmination of Archie Brown’s long and distinguished career as a
scholar and writer’ (https://www.pushkinhouse.org/pushkin-prize).

Professor Shirin Rai elected a
Fellow of the British Academy
A British Academy Fellowship is one of the highest
honours available to UK academics. So, we were
delighted to hear that long-time friend of the
PSA, Professor Shirin M Rai from the University
of Warwick has been elected as a Fellow of the
British Academy, in recognition for her exceptional
contribution to the social sciences.

Professor Rai has an extensive record of research and impact
work on international development, social inequalities, and
innovative methodologies, and has written widely on gender,
governance and development and, gender and political institutions.
Congratulations to you, Shirin, from everyone at the PSA!
● Professor Shirin Rai Biography

psa.ac.uk
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Specialist Groups

Specialist Group Success
Decolonising Democratic Innovations:
Beyond the White and Western Gaze
Participatory and
Deliberative Democracy

Our panel addressed this gap: in collaboration with
speakers from Europe, Australia, Canada and Kenya, we
explored forms of differences (e.g. cultural, racial or genderrelated) as sites and sources of democratic alternatives. The
panel happened in the context of other work furthering new
intercultural collaborations and promoting research that
moves “beyond the white and Western gaze”. These activities
include a series of events in collaboration with African

Sonia Bussu and Dannica Fleuss, on behalf of the
PSA’s Participatory & Deliberative Democracy
Specialist group – joint 2021 winners of PSA
Specialist Group of the Year
The Participatory and Deliberative Democracy specialist

universities that explore alternatives to liberal democracy
and a new blog series titled “Beyond the West”.
At the panel we engaged in some crucial questions on future
research agendas and we agreed on some overarching points:
•

Decentring “democracy”: attempts at innovating

group promotes theoretical and empirical research in

democracy must acknowledge that there are many ways

democratic theory and democratic innovation, working with

of “doing democracy” in diverse historical, societal,

academics and practitioners. At the last APSA annual meeting

cultural, and economic contexts.

in October, in collaboration with the APSA Democratic

•

Self-reflectiveness: to develop new perspectives on

Innovations group, we hosted the UK PSA-sponsored panel

democratic renewal and reform, our theories must be

on Decolonising Democratic Innovations: Beyond the

critically examined and even deconstructed via theories

White and Western Gaze. We felt this was a long-overdue

of race and/or decolonisation.

discussion. Debates on strengthening democratic institutions

•

Interdisciplinarity and the value of lived experience:

through democratic innovations have been mostly led by

attempts at innovating democracy take place across the

western scholars with a strong focus on western democracies.

globe and are therefore situated in vastly heterogeneous

The field has mostly sidelined issues of white privilege and

contexts. Western scholars need to rethink their

structural racism entrenched in western liberal democracies

approach to culture(s) and the ways in which they play a

and has had limited engagement with critical race theory.

role in democratic decision-making.

This is surprising given the ambition of deliberative and
participatory democrats to make democracy more inclusive
and socially just.

● You can read a more detailed account of our panel

discussion here

psa.ac.uk
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Research & Impact

Research & Innovation
Fund: PSA support provides
a springboard to success!
The PSA opened this new fund in late 2020
and we were delighted to be able to support
a number of PSA members with small grants
and see important work continue during some
challenging times.
We are pleased to see that a little can really go a long way

The full list of 2020/21 awardees:
•

Labour Party Studies
•

Dr James Morrison: Lived experience of people from ‘left
behind’ groups in Scotland

•

with many of the project leads achieving what they set out
to do (albeit with some pandemic-adjustments) and also

Dr Patrick Diamond & Dr Karl Pike: Development of

Professor Jon Tonge: Understanding the Alliance Party in
Northern Ireland

•

Dr Thomas Leahy, Dr Jonathan Kirkup & Dr Kevin Fahey:

seeing opportunities opening up to take their work further.

Actions and motives of MPs and TDs from Northern

A few examples of the successful projects are given below.

Ireland’s political parties

Following on from this success, we are hoping to re-open this

•

Dr Donna Smith: Changemakers educational resources

fund in 2022; watch this space!

•

Dr Jennifer Thompson & Dr Sophie Whiting: Why
conservative governments in Brazil and Poland engage
with liberal international programmes

● Michelle Doyle Wildman Chief Executive

•

Dr Antonella Seddone: Italian Politics and Covid-19

•

Dr Thomas Swann: Marginalised Voices in Anarchist
Studies

•

Dr Christine Huebner: Votes at 16 in Wales Project

•

Dr Laura De Vito: Carbon Communications Toolkit

•

Dr Özge Özdüzen & Dr Bogdan Ianoşev: AntiMo: Morality
and motivations of anti-lockdown protests

•

Dr Sarah Liu: Women leaders in the Taiwan Military

•

Dr Benjamin Bowman & Dr Chloe Germaine Buckley:
Climate Imaginaries: investigation young people’s
environmental politics through fiction

•

Dr Gergana Dimova: Understanding the emotional
dynamics of anti-politics.

psa.ac.uk

15

Research & Impact

PSA Research and Innovation Fund Award – case study:

Changemakers
Dr Donna Smith, The Open University (OU)
What Donna set out to do:

sciences module (‘Global Challenges: Social Science in Action’),

Changemakers started life as a public and student social media

due to launch in 2023. Watch this space for some other exciting

engagement campaign designed by OU students and staff, as a

spin-offs too….

partner of UK Parliament Week 2020 (UKPW). This aimed to get

“The PSA R&I Fund has been invaluable
in helping me to get this project off
the ground and turn the guide into a
professionally published resource. The
feedback from our students as partners,
Parliament and the wider public has been
fantastic, and I’m proud that the PSA,
Parliament and OU have come together
to offer this free downloadable guide for
anyone to use.”
Dr Donna Smith, OU

students and the public to think about those who have made a
change in our society and the impact (politically, democratically,
socially) they have had.
Donna decided to take Changemakers further in 2021 by
creating an online guide to making political and democratic change.
Aimed at the public, Donna wanted to improve the understanding
of UK parliament, and political and democratic engagement.

What were the outcomes:
This was successfully completed as a downloadable PDF The
Political Studies Association (PSA) and launched online as part of
UKPW 2021 with an event for the public alongside parliamentary
colleagues and the PSA, and another with Catherine McKinnell

● donna.smith@open.ac.uk

MP, Chair of the Houses of Parliament Petitions Committee,
for OU students. This is a valuable teaching resource and

Donna also co-leads the PSA’s Teaching and Learning

conversation starter about creating change for those teaching

network: Teaching and Learning Network | The Political Studies

undergraduates or A level/Highers students.

Association (PSA)
Do take a look at these accompanying webpages which

What Donna intends to do with this work going
forwards:

hold the guide, as well as providing resources for other UKPW

The OU is planning to create a free short Open Learn course

engagement project themselves:

on active citizenship, tying in Changemakers, to launch as part

•

OU website: https://fass.open.ac.uk/polis/outreach

of UKPW 2022 (https://www.open.edu/openlearn/) as well

•

UKPW website: https://www.ukparliamentweek.org/en/

as embedding Changemakers into a new undergraduate social

partners, HEIs, and the public, about how to run an online

partners/the-open-university/
psa.ac.uk
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PSA Research and Innovation Fund Award – case study:

A Membership Survey of the
Alliance Party of Northern Ireland
Professor Jon Tonge, University of Liverpool
What the project set out to do:

in June and EPOP22 in September and at the Political Studies

The project set out to develop a better understanding of the

Association of Ireland conference in October 2022. The PSA Irish

ideology, attitudes and demographics of the Alliance Party of

Politics Group will also host a one-day conference on parties in

Northern Ireland by conducting a membership survey of the

Northern Ireland to maximise dissemination.

entire party membership.
Claiming neutrality on Northern Ireland's constitutional
future, Alliance is the third-best supported party in the region,
behind only the DUP and Sinn Féin. This project aimed to rectify
a lack of knowledge about the party, analysing what the party
members’ non-unionist and non-nationalist ideology represents,
assessing how the party's beliefs attempt to either straddle or
overcome Northern Ireland's divisions, what the members want
in terms of the constitution and understanding what policies are
seen as most desirable to diminish sectarian divisions.

How it went:
A questionnaire was sent to each party member, which could be
completed either online or by post. 806 replies were received,
55% of the party membership. These have now been analysed

I am delighted to report that, thanks to
the PSA’s pump-priming help via the
Research & Innovation Fund, I have
received two related research awards: a
British Academy small grant, to undertake
further survey and interview work with
Alliance and a substantial ESRC award to
fund a more extensive two-year project,
employing a full-time Research Assistant,
on ‘Beyond Unionism and Nationalism
in Northern Ireland: Electors, Voters and
Party Members’.
Professor Jon Tonge, University of
Liverpool

and Jon and his team will brief the Alliance Party on the results
in January 2022 after which the findings will be published. Jon
is expecting good media coverage on his findings, and he also

● j.tonge@liverpool.ac.uk

intends to make this work with Alliance a 2027/8 REF impact
case study.
Jon will also present the results as academic papers at PSA22

For more information on the PSA Irish Politics Specialist
Group: Irish Politics | The Political Studies Association (PSA)
psa.ac.uk
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PSA Research and Innovation Fund Award – case study:

Left Behind North of the Border
Dr James Morrison, Robert Gordon University
What James set out to do

group conference on 15 December and at the PSA Annual

This qualitative project intended to explore the personal

Conference next year.

histories, lived experiences, challenges and policy needs of

James is hoping to convene a dissemination event of his early

people experiencing economic disadvantage and inequality

findings and observations early in the new year, inviting all of

in Scotland. With the help of charities working in the field,

those interviewed and the partner organisations to take part

including the Poverty Alliance, the Black Triangle Campaign

James will also explore opportunities to publish his findings

and Inclusion Scotland, James set out to engage individuals

including with PSA journals.

from various groups that are impacted by socioeconomic

The exploratory findings generated by this project have

disadvantage and inequalities relating to health, education,

encouraged James to view it as a pilot for further studies and is

housing, disability, gender and/or race.

busy writing research grant applications for UK-wide projects.

The project aimed to illuminate the extent and limits of
common experiences of inequality among these distinct, if often
overlapping, groups, while interrogating the factors that have
contributed to these inequalities – from deindustrialisation,
austerity and ‘welfare reform’ to issues around integration and
unequal access to education, training, employment and housing.

How it went:
The recruitment of interviewees got off to a fairly swift start
during early 2021, despite the fact that Scotland had by then
entered its second lock-down, but opportunities slowed as the
pandemic continued. However, with the support and reach of
James’ partners, he got back on track later in the year.
Several of the participants also contributed written

“I would like to commend the PSA for
making this fund available at a time when
there seemed to [be few] opportunities
that did not directly relate to Covid. The
project’s outcomes have strengthened
my belief that such testimony is of vital
importance to improving the quality of
public debates around economic and
intersecting inequalities, and those
affected by them, and – perhaps more
importantly - contributing to more
‘grassroots-led’, responsive, compassionate
and effective policy responses.”

testimonials of their background, present-day lives, routines
and challenges, as well as their perspective on the (in)adequacy

● Dr James Morrison (worktribe.com)

of policy responses to the drivers and symptoms of their (often

● https://leftbehindnorth.org/

multiple) disadvantages.
PSA Media and Politics Specialist group Annual Conference:

Outcomes & Next Steps:

Standing Together? Communities, Media and Politics | The

As well as building a project website, James will present his

Political Studies Association (PSA)

findings at the forthcoming, PSA Media and Politics specialist

Media and Politics | The Political Studies Association (PSA)
psa.ac.uk
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Academic Prizes

PSA
Nominations for our 2021-22
academic prizes – open now!

PSA

We are pleased to announce that nominations are
now being accepted for a number of categories for
the PSA's Academic Prizes 2021-22.

Academic Prizes

•

Nominations will be accepted from 15 December 2021
until 28 January 2022.

•

Judging will be done between 01 February and 07 March 2022.

You can join our prize judge database here
The Academic Prizes will be presented during the PSA’s Annual
International Conference on 12 April 2022 and also announced
over social media and our website.
The following Prizes are accepting nominations in this period:

Dissertation
Prizes

Career
Prizes

Walter Bagehot Prize

Joni Lovenduski Prize

(For government and public
administration)

Sir Ernest Barker Prize

Richard Rose Prize

Lord Bryce Prize

(For an early-career scholar
who has made a distinctive
contribution to British Politics)

McDougall Trust Prize
(For elections,
electoral systems, and
representation)

Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize

Elizabeth Wiskemann
Prize

Political Studies
Communicator of the
Year

(For the study of (in)equality
and social justice)

Shirin M. Rai Prize
(For international relations)
NOMINATION FORM

Group
Prizes

Jennie Lee Prize

Specialist Group of
the Year

(Awarded in recognition of
outstanding teaching)

Sir Bernard Crick Prize
(Awarded in recognition of
outstanding teaching)

The Outstanding
Teaching of Politics in
Schools Prize
(The nominee must be
teaching in secondary
education in the UK)
NOMINATION FORM

(Awarded to a PSA Specialist
Group which has raised
awareness of study of
politics and increased impact
of discipline)

Politics Society of the
Year Prize
(Awarded to a university
Politics Society that has made
a distinctive contribution to
the study and understanding
of politics)
NOMINATION FORM

(For outstanding
professional achievement by
a mid-career scholar)

(For political theory)
(For comparative politics)

Teaching
Prizes

(Lifetime contribution to
political studies)

(An academic who has
demonstrated excellence in
conveying political ideas and
evidence to non-academic
audiences)
NOMINATION FORM

psa.ac.uk
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Upcoming Events
21 December 2021
Do Actions Speak Louder Than Thoughts? Mentalism
And Normative Behaviourism Reconsidered
A one-day hybrid conference (online and in-person) funded by the PSA
Political Thought specialist group, focused on the two ideas of mentalism
and normative behaviourism.
If you would like to take part either online or in person please contact
Martin Rogard: mr14783@bristol.ac.uk

24 January 2022
Global Climate Politics After COP26
At this event, an expert panel will reflect on COP26, assessing what
happened, what didn’t happen and what needs to happen next if the
worst climate scenarios are to be avoided.
How successful were the COP26 negotiations? Why wasn’t more
achieved in the negotiations? What are the key targets for COP27? What
are key dynamics which are likely to shape global climate politics going
forward? How are specific nation-states, such as the US, China and India,
approaching global climate diplomacy? How effective a vehicle is the UN
COP process?
*This event is currently due to take place in-person, but we will review the format
in line with the Covid-19 situation closer to the time. We will update registered
attendees with any changes.*

Panel:
•
Kathryn Hochstetler - Professor of International Development, LSE
•
Gareth Redmond-King - COP26 Lead, ECIU
•
Further speakers tbc.

28-29 January 2022
48th APG Annual Conference
Join us at the American Politics Group’s 48th annual conference.
The 2022 event on 28-29 January is entirely on-line. Registration is free.
The Call for Papers is now open. Email event organiser, Dr Andrew Wroe
at a.j.wroe@kent.ac.uk, with your paper proposal.
The conference theme is Biden’s first year, but papers in all aspects of US
politics, foreign policy and political history are welcome.

28 January 2022
Parliamentary Studies Is for Everybody Workshop
A one-day workshop cohosted by the Parliaments, the Race, Migration &
Intersectionaltiy and the Women & Politics specialist groups of the PSA.
Inspired by the recent textbook, Political Science is for Everybody, the
Parliaments, Race, Migration & Intersectionality, and Women & Politics
specialist groups of the UK Political Studies Association are organising a
workshop entitled Parliamentary Studies is for Everybody.
The aim of the workshop is to explore parliaments (and legislatures) at
the intersections: how different groups of people engage with, access,
navigate and experience parliaments; how parliaments and particular

Dates For Your Diary
parliamentary institutions might be biased towards certain groups; and
how this context might influence parliamentary activity, legislative
outcomes and the broader policy-making process.
The workshop will be held via Zoom on Friday 28th January 2022. The
format of the workshop will be that we focus on each paper in turn with
authors providing only a brief introduction, followed by an in-depth
discussion, intended to improve the paper. To this end, everyone will be
expected to distribute their working papers a week beforehand to give
other participants enough time to read them all and draw up comments.
If you are interested in presenting a paper, please email a title and
200-word abstract to Stephen Holden Bates by 29th October 2021.
We welcome applications from PhD students to professors, and we do
not have any preference in terms of theory and method, or on which
parliament(s) and/or legislature(s) you study. We particularly welcome
applications from people who are from underrepresented groups in
political science and academia more broadly.

22-25 February 2022
Political Psychology Conference
The 4th annual conference of the PSA’s Political Psychology group
will be held 22-25 February 2022, and will bring together academics
and research students studying key issues in political psychology. The
conference – which will take place online, and is free to all participants –
will be organised into two panels each day. The keynote speaker will be
Leonie Huddy of Stony Brook University. There will also be a roundtable
discussion with Ashley Weinberg (Salford University) on his forthcoming
edited book The Psychology of Democracy.
The conference welcomes proposals for research presentations in the
following fields:
Authoritarianism
Panel convenor: Raynee Gutting (raynee.gutting@essex.ac.uk)
Climate crisis and collective political action
Panel convenor: Kesi Mahendran (kesi.mahendran@open.ac.uk)
Grievance, conflicts and crises
Panel convenor: Tereza Capelos (t.capelos@bham.ac.uk)
Inequality
Panel convenor: Tabitha Baker (talicebaker@bournemouth.ac.uk)
Ideology and polarisation
Panel convenor: Ben Seyd (B.J.Seyd@kent.ac.uk)
Methodology
Panel convenor: Todd Hartman (todd.hartman@manchester.ac.uk)
Political decision making
Panel convenor: James Weinberg (james.weinberg@sheffield.ac.uk)
Paper/presentation proposals should be submitted to the relevant panel
convenor by 7th January 2022. Accepted proposals will be notified by 14
January 2022

11-13 April
PSA Annual International Conference 2022
Politics from the Margins
Registration is now open for #PSA22. Early bird pricing is available from
19 November 2021 - 24 January 2022, offering both in-person and
digital tickets for the event. Register with the button above or through
the Ex Ordo link below.
#PSA22 is in partnership with the University of York and SAGE
Publishing.
You can find the Conference website here
You can find out more about the conference here

psa.ac.uk
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