
We were delighted to welcome over 900 delegates 
to the 72nd PSA Annual International Conference, 
convened in partnership with the University of York 
and SAGE Publishing from 11 – 13 April. 

Participants from across the world joined us both in-person 

and online for this year’s conference. It was an amazing 

experience to gather face-to-face, three years after the last 

in-person conference, with almost 500 delegates present in 

York.  An additional 400 delegates attended virtually – many of 

them presenting papers or leading panels. The digital element 

of the event greatly enhanced the value to our membership 

audience allowing them to participate, present and engage at 

the conference, no matter where they were based in the world. 

The conference programme reflected the wide breadth 

of expertise within the PSA’s membership, featuring over 

700 papers and 200 panels with scholars, journalists and 

practitioners presenting their research over the three days. It 

was a thorough and encompassing response to the conference 

theme of “Politics from the Margins”, with participants engaging 

in challenging political debates and discussing the difficult 

questions of our time - taking ‘the margins’ as a vantage point 

to investigate political issues and developments. 
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So much about the past two years has been strange 
for many of us. One of the strangest bits for me was 
chairing the PSA entirely by Zoom and email. So it 
was great to meet up with so many of you in York 
in April. And it was wonderful to hear and feel that 
buzz at the conference – with people exchanging 
ideas, seeing old friends again, and making new 
friends.

Of course, these events don’t just happen – they require 

lots of hard work behind the scenes. The York convening team, 

led by Sarah de Jong and Indrajit Roy, pulled together a great 

and highly varied programme. And, as ever, our PSA staff team 

worked incredibly hard to try to make everything run smoothly. 

The success of the conference is, very largely, their success.

Talking of success: one of the best bits of the conference for 

me was handing out the academic prizes on the middle evening 

at our AGM. In very challenging times there is still so much 

vitality to our discipline, and so much incredible work going 

on – and it was great to be able to recognize some of the most 

outstanding examples.

After a brief pause for breath post-conference, it is time to 

look forwards. Many of our very active PSA specialist groups 

have conferences and other events going on over the next few 

months. Specialist groups are where much of the best work of 

the PSA goes on, and I hope that many of you get to participate 

in some of these events.

One organization that has also been (in every sense of the 

term) a vital part of the PSA in recent years has been our Early 

Career Network. The support and community that they offer 

to junior scholars has been probably even more important than 

ever during the pandemic. Their annual conference in July is an 

event that I hope many of you will contribute to, or encourage 

your students and junior colleagues to participate in.

“Talking of success: one of the 
best bits of the conference 
for me was handing out 
the academic prizes on the 
middle evening at our AGM. 
In very challenging times 
there is still so much vitality 
to our discipline, and so much 
incredible work going on – 
and it was great to be able to 
recognize some of the most 
outstanding examples.”

A message 
from our 
Chair

Finally, elsewhere in this PSA News are results from our recent 

trustee elections. I am delighted to welcome back Andy Mycock 

for a second term, and to welcome Indrajit Roy as a trustee for 

the first time. And while we are sad that Stuart Wilks-Heeg’s 

term as a trustee is ending, he will remain very involved in PSA 

life as lead convenor for next year’s Liverpool conference. The 

PSA will also have a new Honorary Secretary from June. We are 

very sorry to lose Fiona Mackay’s wisdom, but it will be great 

to have John Craig - long-time convenor of our Learning and 

Teaching Network - on board. As Chair I am very grateful to all 

these colleagues for being willing to give their time to the PSA, 

and I very much look forward to working with them.

● Professor Roger Awan-Scully
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PSA’s Research & Innovation  
Fund 2022/23

CEO’s View

Thank you for 
reading this issue 
of ‘PSA News’

I often describe the PSA as a vibrant scholarly 
community. This was very much in evidence at our 
recent Annual Conference. The sense of common 
cause, goodwill and mutual support was palpable. 
And it was heartening to see a wide diversity of 
students, scholars, leaders, non-academics and 
support staff giving the very best of themselves 
and enjoying the experience. 

I can’t say that running the PSA’s first hybrid conference 

(during a pandemic!) wasn’t challenging - there were many 

unknowns and nervous moments as we navigated, alongside 

our University of York colleagues, what was possible. Although 

this was a remarkable team effort, we know we didn’t get 

everything right in the run-up or during the three days of the 

conference. As we start planning PSA23 in Liverpool it would 

be so helpful to have your feedback and ideas, so please do 

complete a feedback questionnaire when you receive one or 

drop us a line at conference@psa.ac.uk

As a community, PSA members share experiences, interests 

and values. With stormy seas likely for our discipline and in 

higher education in the future, it’s never been more important 

to nurture our association. Please read on for inspiration on how 

you can get involved. Let’s strive to respect everyone within 

the PSA, act with integrity and encourage others to take part 

in everything we offer; so they can benefit from our vibrant 

scholarly community too.

● Michelle Doyle Wildman

We are delighted to be able to offer - exclusively 

to PSA members - a second round of support for 

individuals and groups pursuing high-quality research 

and teaching or innovative engagement exercises 

that further our discipline and help achieve the PSA’s 

sustainability and diversity goals.

Applications are particularly welcomed from early 

and mid-career scholars as well as collaborations with 

or between PSA Specialist Groups, the Teaching and 

Learning Network, and the Early Career Network. 

More information on the application and assessment 

process can be found here.

mailto:conference%40psa.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/PSA%2520Research%2520and%2520Innovation%2520Application%2520Form.pdf
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continued from page 1

Highlights

Alongside wide-ranging panels and roundtables, conference 

delegates were able to meet the editors of the PSA’s prestigious 

journals and the team behind our magazine Political Insight for 

expert advice on ‘Communicating Research Brilliantly’.

The PSA’S Teaching and Learning Network hosted three 

independent roundtables and one joint roundtable held with the 

PSA Environmental Politics Specialist Group. The roundtables 

explored issues related to teaching politics and international 

relations during the COVID pandemic; presenting reflections on 

online, blended and campus-based learning, whilst identifying 

what had been learned and how this might impact their 

teaching practice in the post- COVID world.  They were followed 

by a two-part series to support the QAA Review of Politics and 

International Relations Subject Benchmark. 

The roundtable on Climate Education further complemented 

this theme and research building upon the knowledge and 

exchange of ideas gained from the award-winning webinar 

series; providing a space for discussion on the challenges of 

teaching climate change and reflections on best practices 

arranged by Professor John Craig, Leeds Beckett University, Dr 

Ashley Dodsworth, University of Bristol, and Dr Laura de Vito, 

the University of the West of England.

PSA22 also provided our Early Career Network with the 

opportunity for scholars at the start of their careers to meet 

and learn from more experienced colleagues, via our speed 

mentoring session which was led by Thomas Ron and turned out 

to be highly popular and a great success. 
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Keynotes and  
guest speakers

Our exceptional keynote speakers, presenters and guest 

speakers contributed greatly to the 

rich content and research that was 

explored over the three days. This 

year’s conference saw a keynote 

lecture with Sanam Naraghi 

Anderlini MBE who has, for over 

two decades, been a peace strategist 

working globally on conflicts, crises, 

and violent extremism with a mix of 

civil society, governments, and the 

UN.

We were also delighted to 

welcome Tshepo Madlingozi, 

presenting his keynote digitally, 

who is an Associate Professor and 

Director of the Centre for Applied 

Legal Studies at Wits University and 

a member of the Steering Committee 

of the African Coalition for Corporate 

Accountability (ACCA), and a 

member of the advisory board of 

Health Justice Initiative.  

Anneliese Dodds, Labour (co-op) 

MP for Oxford East, led a fascinating 

‘in conversation with’ session with Dr 

Jim Buller and Dr Sara de Jong from 

the University of York. 

The Annual Conference Dinner 

featured a pre-recorded video of our 

guest speaker Magid Magid, who was 

unfortunately unable to attend in person but due to the hybrid 

nature of the conference was still able to contribute invaluable 

scope to the conference. He explored the relationship we all 

have with politics and how politics is forever changing. Magid 

talk emphasised the importance of focusing on local issues to 

see real change in communities, sharing his key valuable lessons 

in politics and life – most notably: hope, compassion and cake

Sanam Naraghi Anderlin

Tshepo Madlingozi

Anneliese Dodds

Magid Magid
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Political Insight Panel 
Political Insight’s editor Peter Geoghegan gathered an expert 

panel of five of the best political academics with a talent for 

great communication to share their top tips and experiences 

of communicating with all audiences, specifically those who 

are outside the realm of academia in their conversation titled 

“Communicating Research Brilliantly”.  Speakers included 

Robert Ford, Skyler Hawkins, Katy Hayward, Anand Menon and 

Paula Surridge.

Meet the PSA’s Journal Editors 
In a wide-ranging conversation chaired by the ECN’s President 

Taylor Borowetz, the teams behind our journals Political Studies; 

Politics; Political Studies Review and British Journal of Politics 

and International Relations discussed the editorial process, 

the decision making behind each edition and the impact of 

COVID-19 on publishing. 

Speakers included Elizabeth Evans (Politics), Justin Fisher & 

Eliza Kania (Political Studies Review), Richard Hayton (BJPIR), 

Andy Hindmoor (Political Studies) and James Skelding Tattle, 

Senior Publishing Editor (SAGE Publishing).

Political Studies Journal Roundtable
Is Britain in a Culture War? Chaired by PSA Vice-Chair Claire 

Dunlop with Alan Finlayson & Liam Stanley.

BJPIR Roundtable
Bomb or build? How Party Ideologies affect foreign aid & 

defence spending. Chaired by Victoria Honeyman with John 

Petersen Prize winner Florian Boeller and James Strong. 

This year’s BJPIR John Peterson award was won by Florian 

Boller and Georg Wenzelburger (Technische Universitat 

Kaiserslautern) for their article ‘Bomb or build? How party 

ideologies affect foreign aid and defence spending’. 

The authors participated in a roundtable where they discussed 

the scope of their research in their article as well as their work.

Politics Journal Roundtable
Politics on Race & Climate Change with Elizabeth Evans and 

Lisa Tilley.

Political Studies Review Panel
Experiments with Politicians – Ethics, power & the boundaries of 

Political Science Chaired by Peter John & Florian Foos.

We would like to extend a special thank you from the 

PSA Team to Professor Nina Caspersen, Head of the 

Politics Department and our academic convenors from 

The University of York, Dr Sara de Jong and Dr Indrajit Roy, 

who along with their convening team helped make our 

conference possible.

11 13 
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Nicole Lindstrom Indrajit Roy

Sara de Jong Alfred Moore

Dan Keith Mathew Whiting

Nina Caspersen



SAGE resources for PSA members
www.psa.ac.uk/resources/political-insight

https://www.psa.ac.uk/resources/political-insight
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Thank you to our incredible PSA22 Conference Ambassadors, 

who supported all of our hybrid panels, keynotes and 

roundtable sessions. Their work and support were invaluable 

and played a crucial role in the success of the conference. 

Thank you also to our partners Sage Publishing without 

whom our conference would not have been possible. And 

finally, to our exhibitors, whose adverts can be found 

throughout this edition. 
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In addition to congratulating our 
re-elected trustee, Dr Andy Mycock 
(Reader, University of Huddersfield) 
who will serve a second three-year 
term as a trustee, we welcome a new 
Honorary Secretary and a new trustee 
to the PSA’s Executive Committee:

New Honorary Secretary – Professor John 

Craig (Dean of School - Social Sciences, 

Leeds Beckett University and Chair of the 

PSA’s Teaching & Learning Network)

In June, I’ll be taking up the role of 

Honorary Secretary of the PSA, succeeding 

Professor Fiona Mackay as the trustee 

responsible for key aspects of our governance 

and ensuring that we meet our legal duties as 

a company and charity. 

I have been active in the PSA for around 

twenty years. In 2004, I co-founded the PSA 

Teaching and Learning Specialist Group, 

which I co-convened until 2018. At that 

point, I became a co-chair of the newly 

established PSA Teaching and Learning 

Network and joined the PSA Executive in 

2020 to lead on teaching and learning issues. 

While there have also been colleagues in the 

discipline who led innovations in teaching 

and learning, the scope and scale of change 

has accelerated significantly in recent 

years, and I’ve been fortunate to have the 

opportunity to help colleagues share and 

develop their practice. 

I am currently a Professor of Politics and 

Dean of Social Sciences at Leeds Beckett 

University. The school I lead has around 

two and a half thousand students and, 

in addition to our brilliant Politics and 

International Relations subject group, it 

includes Criminology, Psychology, Sociology, 

and Speech and Languages academic units. 

While managerial responsibilities take most 

of my time, I am able to continue with 

some teaching and research activities. My 

current work is on the development of 

politics as a taught discipline within the 

UK university sector. In contrast to other 

aspects of disciplinary history, this has been 

under researched, and there is much to be 

discovered about who taught what, to whom, 

when, where, and how. 

Over the years, I had the opportunity 

to work at a range of universities (Leeds; 

Huddersfield; Teesside; and the OU) and have 

valued the opportunity this has provided 

to compare how we do things differently 

Our newly 
elected Trustees!

Dr Andy Mycock

Professor John Craig
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across the sector. Prior to joining Leeds Beckett in 2015, I was 

at the Higher Education Academy, leading their educational 

development and research work. Being in a sector body and 

working with funding bodies across the four nations, was an 

interesting contrast to working in a university and certainly gave 

me some new perspectives on the policy process. I enjoyed it 

but was glad to return to university life after four year away. 

Currently, I am leading the team reviewing of the QAA Politics 

and International Relations subject benchmark. We had the 

opportunity to share some of the work we are doing in two 

roundtables at the PSA annual conference in April. This includes the 

addition of new sections on equality, diversity and inclusion, and on 

sustainable development, as well as a general update and refresh of 

the whole documents. The draft is due to go out for consultation 

this autumn and I hope you’ll let us know what you think. 

New Trustee – Dr Indrajit Roy (Senior Lecturer,  

University of York)

I’m taking up the role of Executive Trustee in June. It will be 

my first term and I am really excited to work with colleagues 

across the PSA. I’ve been 

involved in the PSA 

for almost a decade, 

having attended my first 

conference (Belfast, 2012) 

as a doctoral student of 

international development 

at Queen Elizabeth House, 

University of Oxford. I 

joined the Development 

Politics Specialist Group in 

2012 and became one of its 

conveners in 2016.  I have also been a member of the Politics of 

South Asia Specialist Group. Being actively engaged in these two 

SGs has offered me the opportunity to reflect on collaborations 

with other disciplines that are essential to the study of politics.

I have also been fortunate in learning about ways of 

researching politics that are less Eurocentric and more global, 

thereby enriching our intellectual endeavours. 

I’m currently a Senior Lecturer at the Department of 

Politics at the University of York. We have approximately 1000 

students across our undergraduate and postgraduate programs. 

Our programs are happily interdisciplinary, and include 

collaborations with English, History, Philosophy, Economics, and 

Sociology. We also host four research centres, including the 

Interdisciplinary Global Development Centre, of which I am one 

of the co-directors. 

My research and teaching strengthen critical approaches 

to global development politics through three projects: (i) The 

comparative ‘politics of hope’ in cities of the global South 

and global North; (ii) The attempts by states and societies in 

the global South to promote inclusive growth; and (iii) The 

impact of the BRICS as “rising powers” on the global order. My 

commitment to collaborative research has meant that I strive 

to not only involve academics from beyond the social sciences 

but include activists, artists, and policy-shapers in my research. 

I’m fortunate to have colleagues who share this commitment, 

which resulted in the “Art of Politics” exhibition we curated for 

the just-concluded PSA Conference at York. 

At York, I’ve been Program Leader for diversification and 

decolonisation of the Politics curriculum. I learnt much from being 

involved in this process, including the importance of incremental 

gains and building coalitions! This is a topic colleagues have been 

thinking about very carefully, and I look forward to learning from 

their experiences over the coming years. 

After completing my D.Phil in 2012, I held a two-year Junior 

Research Fellowship at Oxford. This was followed by a three-year 

stint as an ESRC Future Research Leader Fellow, also at Oxford. I 

won a Teaching Excellence Award in 2016 and became a Fellow of 

the Higher Education Academy the same year. Before a fulltime 

career in academia, I worked in the international development 

sector for CARE, Catholic Relief Services and the World Bank. 

I value the PSA as a forum for supporting members from 

diverse backgrounds. These diverse backgrounds are a source of 

great strength as we face exciting challenges in a fast-changing 

world. I look forward to working with colleagues to leverage 

these strengths and help our discipline contribute to a fairer 

society, which offers hope for the future. 

Dr Indrajit Roy



Find out more and order at 
policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/journals/
policy-and-politics

IMPACT 
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POLICY & POLITICS
Advancing knowledge in 
public and social policy

“As accessible for the early career researcher as it is for 
the senior scholar. Alongside its wide-ranging scope and 
empirical interests, this journal also strives to exceed in its 
ambitions for scholarly quality and academic integrity you 
would expect from a top quartile publication. No wonder it’s 
the journal of choice for so many.” 

Diane Stone, 
Vice President, International Public Policy Association

“Policy & Politics should be the journal of choice for those 
of us studying public policy who refuse to be tribal. What 
matters is the quality of scholarship, not the method 
utilized for attaining new insights. This journal speaks to the 
pressing problems of our times.”

Agnes Batory, Central European University

Now in its 50th year, Policy & Politics is a world-leading journal that is committed to advancing our 
understanding of the dynamics of policy making and implementation.

By exploring the interplay between political actors, governing institutions and policy issues, the journal 
contributes to theories of the policy process and provides critical insights that are timely and fresh.

Be a part of Policy & Politics 

Read the current issue 
 
Submit your article at: policypol.edmgr.com

Subscribe to our free e-newsletters 

Follow @policy_politics on Twitter

Read the Policy & Politics blog

Ask your librarian to sign up to a free trial

Oscar Berglund, 
University of Bristol, UK

Claire A. Dunlop, 
University of Exeter, UK

Christopher M. Weible, 
University of Colorado, Denver, US

Editors 
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Political Studies Association

TEACHING &
LEARNING NETWORK

Political Studies Association

TEACHING &
LEARNING NETWORKTeaching  

and Learning Network
Three roundtables exploring key issues in teaching 
and learning in the politics and international 
relations formed the centrepiece of TLN activities 
at the PSA 2022 Conference. 

The first explored Teaching after the pandemic, with 

three from the TLN webinar serries speakers, Cristina Leston 

Bandeira and Victoria Honeyman (both from University of 

Leeds) and Pete Woodcock (University of Huddersfield). The 

three reflected on what they had learnt over the last two 

years before opening for a wide-ranging discussion from 

those attending (both physically and virtually). A range of 

themes emerged including, the challenges of building student 

community and belonging online, adaptations that had taken 

place in teaching (such as breaking up long lectures into 

shorter sections), and the scope to develop flexible approaches 

to learning which meet diverse student needs. Overall, there 

was a conclusion that as a discipline we still need to unpack 

our experiences and build them into how we evolve our 

teaching going forward. 

A joint roundtable with the PSA Environmental Politics 

Specialist Group explored Climate Education.  A wide 

discussion explored questions of how climate education is 

framed in the curriculum, the learning resources available to 

support teaching, and the types of learning and assessment 

that can support students to develop the skills needed to 

effect change. The session was chaired by Ashley Dodsworth 

(University of Bristol) and included an interdisciplinary 

perspective, with input from Laura de Vito (UWE) who talked 

about how the topic is being approached in geography. 

The current review of the QAA Politics and International 

Relations Benchmark was the subject of the third roundtable. 

The revised draft benchmark is due to be published for sector 

consultation in the Autumn, but the conference provided 

an opportunity to share emerging themes and gather 

feedback from colleagues. Discussions were led by Rose Gann 

(Nottingham Trent), Mangeet Ramgotra (SOAS), Alasdair 

Blair (De Montfort), and Victoria Honeyman, who outlined 

the work on new sections of the Benchmark that will cover 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion, Educational for Sustainable 

Development, and Enterprise and Entrepreneurship, as well as 

the revisions of existing sections on content, teaching, and 

threshold standards. Among the themes that were discussed 

were the significant development in teaching and learning in 

the discipline since the benchmarks were first written over 

twenty years ago, and the strong case we can make that 

students graduating from our degrees have the intellectual 

and transferable skills needed for life and work in the coming 

decades. 

● Professor John Craig, Chair PSA TLN.



 psa.ac.uk

Association News13

The ECN goes to York: 
reflections from PSA22

A word from our Chair, Taylor Borowetz:
“I’m really pleased with the events which were on offer for 

early career researchers in York, and the process taught us a 

lot as a committee. We’re planning to take what we’ve learned 

here to our own hybrid conference in July: for example, how 

to provide an extended virtual component for those who can’t 

attend social activities in-person. We also learned more about 

our members’ priorities, both personally and professionally. 

When academia can be hostile and competitive, I’m even more 

convinced of the need for spaces of support and camaraderie. 

I hope we can think about ways to make these connections 

into sustainable long-term relationships of mentorship and 

collaboration. It was wonderful to meet so many of you at 

PSA22; see you soon in Sheffield (and online)!”

After two years of digital conferencing, this year’s hybrid PSA 

Annual International Conference at the University of York was a 

huge success! The Early Career Network (ECN) Committee was 

extremely pleased to be part of this fantastic event, attending 

both online and in-person.

For many of us who are at the earlier stages of our 

academic careers, #PSA22 was the first opportunity to attend 

a conference and present in person; and what an excellent 

opportunity it was! Not only did we have lots of fun but the 

conference enabled many of us to forge vital intellectual and 

professional connections with both senior and junior scholars 

working across our fields. The varied panels attested to the 

richness of our discipline. 

We were excited to see so many early career and PhD 

researchers presenting their work at the conference. It was also 

heartening to see the recognition of our peers’ research. We'd 

like to congratulate the early career researchers (ECRs) winning 

prizes for their outstanding scholarship and teaching.

Over the three days of conference, we collaborated with friends, 

colleagues, and mentors on several scheduled events including:

• ECN sponsored welcome breakfast

• Meet the Editors roundtable with Elizabeth Evans (Politics), 

Justin Fisher & Eliza Kania (Political Studies Review), 

Richard Hayton (BJPIR), Andy Hindmoor (Political Studies) 

and James Skelding Tattle, Senior Publishing Editor (SAGE 

Publishing)

• ECN speed networking

• ECN drinks reception

• ECN alternative social and pub quiz 



 psa.ac.uk

Association News14

The conference brought us together to talk about our 

research in a welcoming and supportive environment; but also 

encouraged us to keep creating peer networks. This empowers 

us to continue exchanging knowledge, critically engaging with 

each other’s work, and celebrating each other’s achievements. 

Cultivating a sense of community amongst early career scholars 

allows each of us, as well as our discipline more broadly, to 

flourish.

The ECN Committee is motivated to carry the momentum 

from PSA22 forwards with our future events. We look forward 

to welcoming you to our symposium (The State of Things) 

and ECN conference (The Time is Now) at the University of 

Sheffield this July. The call for papers for both events are out 

now - we invite you to submit an abstract!

Support Diverse Voices  
in Political Studies!
We are proud to be able to offer two great 
opportunities to help support those under-
represented in Politics and International Relations. 
Details on how to apply are given below – please 
take part and help spread the word!

We are offering up to three £1000 Diverse Voices Early 

Research Grants. Apply by 14 June as part of the PSA’s Research 

& Innovation Fund process: Research & Innovation Fund | The 

Political Studies Association (PSA)

The PSA has also launched a new programme of funding 

and mentoring support for Black and minority ethnic PhD 

students. You can find more details here: Diverse Voices 

Doctoral Scholarships | The Political Studies Association (PSA). 

Applications close on 17 June.

PSA Diverse
 Voices

https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/page-files/State%2520of%2520Things_0.pdf
https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/page-files/Call%2520for%2520papers_0.pdf
mailto:https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/2022/23-research-and-innovation-fund-now-open-psa-members?subject=
mailto:https://www.psa.ac.uk/psa/news/2022/23-research-and-innovation-fund-now-open-psa-members?subject=
mailto:https://www.psa.ac.uk/diverse-voices-doctoral-scholarships?subject=
mailto:https://www.psa.ac.uk/diverse-voices-doctoral-scholarships?subject=
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This April, on the Friday before PSA22, we were 
excited to welcome students to our 2022 
Undergraduate Conference hosted by the University 
of York and attended online. The conference had two 
key themes. The first being Breakthrough Politics, 
reflecting upon political, economic, and social 
challenges to the mainstream by new political forces. 
The second was Community, to promote intra- and 
inter-institutional networking by students within the 
politics discipline.

The conference brought together 40 papers from an 

international body of undergraduates. Fresh research and 

discussion were found on topics such as the recent events in 

Ukraine; analysis on multiple social justice campaigns, including 

the media coverage of LGBTQ+ issues; and one paper on the 

impact of Thatcher’s policies on Manchester’s music scene. 

Feedback from the panel chairs suggested that the quality 

of research and presentation capability across the board 

was excellent, and dare we say, would put many established 

academics to shame!

To recognise some of the stand-out presentations, three awards 

were announced at the end of the day, judged by the conference 

organisers and informed by panel chairs. The three awardees: Grace 

Cooper, Joel Trenchard and Antonia Syn will receive a certificate and 

a specially designed 3D printed award as a keepsake.

On the topic of community, we saw active and engaged 

communication, not just within the Q&A sections, but across the 

networking sessions throughout the day. This is alongside events 

to promote future collaboration. The first being a student-led 

workshop to share best practice when building successful politics 

societies. This included a talk by members of the University of 

York’s politics society, who won this year’s Politics Society of the 

Building student 
communities from the 
bottom-up with our 
2022 Undergraduate 
Conference!

Year award. We certainly hope 

that these sessions will go on 

to spark future collaboration 

between undergraduates and 

meets one of the core goals 

of the PSA – to facilitate 

communities of learning and 

action within our discipline.

The conference was also 

delighted to welcome the 

keynote speaker Kim Leadbeater, 

Member of Parliament for Batley 

and Spen. Kim spoke about 

how to get involved in and ‘breakthrough’ into politics, sharing 

her own engaging story. She then hosted a discussion of how 

Parliament should seek to bring in and engage with students. This 

provided not only an interesting topic of debate, but highlights 

to institutions that undergraduates in our field have an amazing 

capacity to engage with key issues facing British democracy and 

respond with practical solutions.

Overall, the conference showed the brilliance of students’ work at 

this level, and how we should all take note of the fresh perspectives 

they have to offer! The Conference couldn’t have happened without 

a huge number of people, but a special shoutout goes out to my 

co-convenor Dr Jeremy Moulton (University of York), and to Joan 

Fisher from the PSA Team for their help and support in organising 

this conference. And it certainly wouldn’t have been such a success 

without the 11 academic panel chairs, to whom we once again say 

a huge thank you.

● Dr Liam McLoughlin (University of Manchester), PSA Trustee & 

Co-convenor UG 2022 Conference
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Academic Prizes 2021/22 – 
celebrating the winners!
Gathering in York from 11 to 13 April for our 
annual conference gave us a great opportunity 
to celebrate the fantastic achievements of our 
members with our prestigious Academic Prizes.

We were delighted to be able to announce the winners and 

hope you will join us in celebrating the achievements of your 

colleagues and this showcase of the very best of our discipline.

As always, we would like to give a massive thank you to 

everyone who entered, nominated, and judged this year’s 

prizes.

Elizabeth Wiskemann 
Prize 
Winner: Dr Leah Mcabe - 
“Change, Continuity, and 
Contestations: Framing 
Domestic Abuse Policy in 
Scotland since 1998.”

McDougall Trust Prize 
Winner: Dr Matthew 
Barnfield: ‘The 
Bandwagon Effect: How 
Popularity Information 
Affects Electoral 
Expectations and Voting 
Behaviour.’

Shirin M. Rai Prize 
Winner: Dr Sneha 
Reddy Tumu  -“North 
African and Indian 
Soldiers in the First 
World War in Palestine 
and Syria, 1917-1923.”

Walter Bagehot Prize 
Citation
Winner: Dr Steven 
MacGregor - Does 
government dominate 
the legislative process?

Dissertation Prize Winners
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Career Prize Winners

Joni Lovenduski Prize  
Winner: Dr Elizabeth Evans

Political Communicator 
of the Year Prize  
Winner: The Institute for 
Government represented 
here by Catherine Haddon

Richard Rose Prize  
Winner: Dr Louise 
Thompson

Isaiah Berlin Prize  
Winner: Professor 
Philip Norton

Jennie Lee Prize  
Winner: Dr Donna Smith 

Sir Bernard Crick 
Citation 
Winner: Dr Simon 
Stevens

Teaching Prize Winners

PSA Academic
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PSA

PSA
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Group Prize Winners

Political Society of 
the Year
University of York 
represented here by 
Thomas Ron

Specialist Group  
of the Year
Parliaments

McKenzie Book Prize Winners

JOINT WINNER - 
Feminist Democratic 
Representation
Karen Celis & Sarah 
Childs

JOINT WINNER – 
Brexitland

Maria Sobolewska 
& Robert Ford

Our Esteemed Judges  
for 2021-22
Each of our Academic Prizes’ categories were judged by a 

panel of experts from institutions across the country (and, 

occasionally, even further afield) who give up their time 

voluntarily for the good of the discipline. We really could 

not have done it without them!

The PSA would like to extend its gratitude to every single 

one of the 25 judges and contributors this year for their 

expertise and commitment to the association and helping 

us celebrate and inspire excellence in our discipline.

The judging panels were:

Career PrizesCareer Prizes

Joni Lovenduski Prize; Richard Rose Prize; and the 

Political Communicator of the Year: Dr Manu Savani 

(Brunel University London), Prof. John Craig (Leeds 

Beckett University & Chair of the PSA's Teaching & 

Learning Network) and Prof. Roger Awan-Scully (Hong 

Kong Baptist University & PSA Chair).

Dissertation PrizesDissertation Prizes

Walter Bagehot Prize: Dr Alexandra Meakin (University 

of Leeds), Dr Nick Or (City University of Hong Kong) and 

Dr Michael Cole (University of Liverpool)

Lord Bryce Prize: Dr Diana Stirbu (London Metropolitan 

University) and Dr Matt Wood (Sheffield University).    

Shirin M Rai Prize: Dr Jeremy Green (University 

of Cambridge), Dr Kamila Stullerova (Aberystwyth 

University) and Dr Filippo Boni (The Open University).

McDougall Trust Prize: Dr Anna Sanders (University of 

Manchester), Sir Ivor Crewe (University of Oxford) and 

Prof. Charlie Lees (Flinders University)

Elizabeth Wiskemann Prize: Dr Aleydis Nissen (Leiden 

University), Dr Clare Rice (Newcastle University) and Dr 

Thomas Prosser (Cardiff University)

Teaching and Group Prizes

Dr Arianna Giovannini (De Montfort University), Dr Liam 

McLoughlin (University of Manchester). 

Mackenzie Book Prize

Cathy Gormley-Heenan (Chair of Judging Panel & Ulster 

University), Dr Ashley Dodworth (University of Bristol), Dr 

Marc Geddes (University of Edinburgh), Prof. Robert Johns 

(University of Essex).



New in politics textbooks from

Free Speech 
MATTEO BONOTTI & JONATHAN SEGLOW

A concise review of the the key debates, rooted  
in topical case studies such as hate speech,  
Holocaust denial, pornography, ‘fake news’  
and ‘No Platforming’. 

June 2021 | Pb 9781509526451 
£14.99 | 20% discount: £11.99

The first comprehensive account of conservatism  
as an ideology, examining the history of  
conservative thought from the French Revolution  
to the present day. 

More in this series from polity... 

September 2021 | Pb 9781509527069 
£14.99 | 20% discount: £11.99

Decolonizing Politics 
An Introduction 
ROBBIE SHILLIAM

Ideology
MARIUS S. OSTROWSKI

A concise interdisciplinary overview of ideology’s 
rival interpretations, tracing the shifting fortunes 
of ideology analysis from its classical origins to its 
recent renaissance.

April 2022 | Pb 9781509540730 
£14.99 | 20% discount: £11.99

An ideal student primer exploring 
why, and how, the study of politics 
should be decolonized, with the 
aim of refocusing students' critical 
thinking away from the centers of 
power and introducing students to a 
wide range of intellectual resources 
from the (post)colonial world.

Order online or request inspection copies at politybooks.com
View our new politics catalogue online

February 2021 | Pb 9781509539390 
£15.99 | 20% discount: £12.79

Christianity is often assumed to be pro-
capitalist and socially conservative. This book 
shows that assumption is far from correct. 

April 2022 | Pb 9781509542826 
£17.99 | 20% discount: £14.39 Conservatism

EDMUND NEILL

Use code PSA22 
for 20% off all our 

books!
June 2020 |  
9781509534937 
£14.99 | £11.99

Late Capitalist Fascism
MIKKEL BOLT RASMUSSEN
This thesis argues that late capitalism has 
produced hollowed-out and exchangeable 
subjectivities that provide a breeding ground for 
a new kind of diffuse, banal fascism.

November 2021 | Pb 9781509547449 
£9.99 | 20% discount: £7.99

Deliberative Democracy
IAN O'FLYNN
A concise guide to a central concept in modern  
democratic theory, covering the theoretical  
debates about what deliberative democracy is  
and what its problems and advantages are.

October 2021 | Pb 9781509523467 
£14.99 | 20% discount: £11.99

November 2020 |  
9781509523917 
£14.99 | £11.99

The Christian Left 
An Introduction to Radical and Socialist Christian Thought 
ANTHONY A.J. WILLIAMS

November 2020 |  
9781509519200 
£14.99 | £11.99

Human Rights 
Fourth Edition
MICHAEL FREEMAN
A unique interdisciplinary approach invites 
students to think imaginatively and rigorously 
about one of the most important and influential 
political concepts of our time.

February 2022 | Pb 9781509546046 
£17.99 | 20% discount: £14.39

Hegemony 
JAMES MARTIN
Hegemony is a subtle, complex idea, which is too 
often applied crudely. This succinct introduction 
skilfully examines these nuances and shines a new 
light on hegemony.

May 2022 | Pb 9781509521616 
£14.99 | 20% discount: £11.99
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Parliaments
"The study of parliaments is one of the longest-
standing yet also most vibrant and modern areas 
of British political science. The PSA is delighted to 
be able to recognise the considerable efforts of its 
Parliaments specialist group in contributing to this. 
In difficult circumstances since 2020, this specialist 
group has played an exemplary role in maintaining 
- indeed, in some respects enhancing - its own 
activities. The judges were particularly impressed 
by its communications with members and the high 
quality of the events that it organises. Recent years 
have seen several members of this specialist group 
win individual PSA prizes, further testament not 
only to the vitality of work in this area but of the 
continuing strength of the Parliaments group.” – 
the judges citation.

Stephen Holden Bates and Alexandra Meakin, 
Parliaments SG convenors
The PSA Specialist Group on Parliaments focuses on the study 

and teaching of parliaments and legislatures. It aims to be an 

open, diverse and welcoming group in terms of both social 

background and intellectual tradition. Members include single 

country specialists and comparativists who work on a wide 

range of national, sub-national and supra-national legislatures 

using both qualitative and quantitative methods.

Our specialist group supports members in their research and 

teaching on parliaments and legislatures and promotes the 

exchange of ideas through conferences, events, publications, 

and the group’s blog.

We welcome all academics, postgraduates, undergraduates 

and teachers – whether based in the UK or beyond – who 

have a research or teaching interest in parliament or in areas 

linked to parliament. Membership is also open to practitioners 

working in or with parliamentary institutions at a national, 

Winners of the PSA 
Academic Prize for 
Specialist Group of the Year!

sub-national or supra-national level.

PSA members should request to join the group online by 

logging into the PSA website, going to the ‘My Account’ section 

and selecting ‘Group Membership’ tab where you can request 

membership to any specialist group.

● @psa_parl

“We are delighted that the efforts 
of our team – and our fantastic 
wider community of researchers 
and practitioners – was recognised 
in the PSA awards. We are keen to 
grow the PSA Parliaments group 
even further and invite anyone 
researching topics related to 
parliaments and legislatures to join 
us (for free!) as we work to highlight 
the excellent research in our field 
and push for greater diversity 
throughout the sub-discipline”.
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The Convenors  
experience of PSA22
Dr Indrajit Roy and Dr. Sara de Jong 

“Nervousitement” was rife on the morning of April 
11, 2022. As delegates to this year’s PSA began 
streaming in, we were not quite sure how it would 
all pan out. For many, it was the first time in two 
or three years at an in-person conference. For us, 
it was the first time we were convening a hybrid 
conference. Would the tech work? Would folks be 
happy? Would everything play out as we hoped? 
Over the next three days, the buzz at the conference 
venues did much to calm our nerves. As many 
among you thanked us, we were overjoyed, relieved 
and grateful all at once. 

Our earliest conversation about convening the PSA at York 

began over lunch in the departmental staff room. There was 

both excitement and trepidation as we wondered whether 

we’d ever be able to pull off something of this scale. With the 

strong backing of our Vice-Chancellor Professor Charlie Jeffrey, 

enthusiastic support from HoD Professor Nina Caspersen and 

overall encouragement from our colleagues, we began thinking 

about it all a bit more seriously. This was back in October 2019.

Within a few months the world had changed. As the pandemic 

struck and our ways of living, working and very being altered, 

we wondered whether there was any point to it all. The anxiety 

and uncertainty of the time made us realise that, now more 

than ever, we needed to take seriously issues and perspectives 

that had long been marginalised in politics. This realisation led 

us to pin down, by March 2021, “Politics of the margins” as the 

theme for the conference in our bid to the PSA, which made it 

imperative for us to think hard about mediums, keynotes, panels 

and platforms. 

The study of politics often lends itself to interdisciplinary 

and collaborative work. Politics from the margins even more so. 

The study of politics often lends itself to 
interdisciplinary and collaborative work. 
Politics from the margins even more so. 
Bearing this in mind, we curated the “Art 
of Politics” exhibition to showcase audio-
visual, photographic and tactile mediums 
that are often neglected in our academic 
endeavours.
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Bearing this in mind, we curated the “Art of Politics” exhibition 

to showcase audio-visual, photographic and tactile mediums 

that are often neglected in our academic endeavours. We are 

very grateful to the artists, photographers, film-makers, poets 

and researchers who generously shared their works with us. 

We were keen to “walk the talk” on the conference theme 

with the selection of keynote speakers. The combination of 

academics and practitioners who enriched the conference 

pleased us immensely. There was much to learn about 

“women, peace and security” (Sanam Naraghi Anderlini, LSE); 

about “decolonisation from below” (Tshepo Madlingozi, Wits 

University); and about “equality and diversity” (Anneliese Dodds, 

MP). Magid Magid, former Lord Mayor of Sheffield delivered an 

inspiring dinner keynote, and we are thankful to them all for 

their time and insights. 

With help from the PSA’s Specialist Groups and Network 

chairs, we strove to ensure that the composition of our panels 

represented the diversity of our profession. The PSA supported 

this endeavour by discouraging all-male panels and encouraging 

ethnically diverse panels. 

The hybrid platform we came to use allowed for the 

participation of delegates near and far. None of this would have 

been possible without the support of our colleagues in the AV 

team, and the number of student volunteers who offered their 

time, often at very short notice. We cannot thank them enough. 

The patience and tirelessness of the PSA staff kept the 

momentum going. Our colleagues in the university stepped in 

to help with a range of cerebral, organisational and manual tasks 

without which we could not have pulled off an event such as 

this. To them all, our heartfelt appreciation. 

Last, but by no means the least, our gratitude to the 

Specialist Groups and Network chairs, and other delegates of 

the conference. Your enthusiasm about meeting each other 

in person, patience with the use of an unknown platform, and 

vigilance towards the well-being of one another were essential 

to the success of the PSA @York. Thank you so very much. 

● Dr Indrajit Roy and Dr Sara de Jong

Art of Politics Exhibition

The hybrid platform we came to use 
allowed for the participation of delegates 
near and far. None of this would have 
been possible without the support of 
our colleagues in the AV team, and the 
number of student volunteers who 
offered their time, often at very short 
notice. We cannot thank them enough. 



“There is no historian of global inequality  
more impactful today than Piketty. ” 
—Mariana Mazzucato, author of Mission Economy 

The world’s leading economist of 
inequality presents a concise but 

sweeping and surprisingly  
optimistic history of human  

progress toward equality despite 
crises, disasters, and backsliding. 

We know we can do better.
The past shows us how.
The future is up to us.

Click to learn more.

From the author of international bestseller 
Capital in the Twenty-First Century

•

Order your copy of A Brief History of Equality with 
a 20% discount by emailing customer@wiley.com 
with code: H0358 (valid until 30th June 2022) 

£22.95 £18.36

Belknap Press  |  hup.harvard.edu

Click to view more books
by Thomas Piketty
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The PSA is delighted to announce that our 73rd 
conference will be convened by the University of 
Liverpool and held on 3-5 April 2023.

With sponsorship from our lead partners SAGE Publishing, 

this event will seek to explore Political Futures.

A series of global political shocks in the early 2020s 

have triggered intense discussion of future political orders, 

priorities, and possibilities. In different ways, Covid-19, 

COP26 and the war in Ukraine all underline the limitations 

Join us in Liverpool to explore 
‘Political Futures’ in 2023!

of contemporary politics, while providing stark reminders of 

how today’s political actions will shape humanity’s future.

Liverpool will provide an ideal context for such discussions: 

a port city that once pointed to the future, fell victim to a 

global order that it helped create, and whose past and future 

continually collide in its present-day political debates about 

heritage versus development. 

The convening team will be led by Stuart Wilks-Heeg, 

Professor of Politics at the university. Dean of School, 

Professor Alison Fell said: “We look forward to welcoming you 

to the University of Liverpool to consider what the politics of 

the future may look like and humanity’s scope to address the 

challenges that lie ahead."

The Chair of the PSA, Professor Roger Awan-Scully, added: 

“Liverpool will provide the perfect setting for PSA23. I am 

already looking forward to the chance for us all to meet in 

this wonderful city.”

The PSA will keep you up to date with developments 

including the call for papers in due course as well as details 

of other events for undergraduates and the public to take 

part in.

For general conference enquiries and sponsorship 

opportunities, please contact the PSA Team on  

conference@psa.ac.uk

mailto:conference%40psa.ac.uk?subject=

