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LARA 
UNIVERSITY OF 
EXETER

Why did you choose to study politics?
At first, I didn’t! When I started at Exeter I was essentially doing single honours 
Psychology but a course clash ended with me taking a Politics module. Needless to 
say, I absolutely loved it. I had never considered Politics before but I found myself 
studying something which was not only incredibly relevant but challenged my ideas 
and political beliefs and allowed me to discuss and develop them further. The thing I 
love the most about politics is its breadth as a discipline. It gives you the total freedom 
to explore and develop your academic interests.



"I would like to teach in some 

capacity...in a school 

environment or completing a 

PhD"

Why the University of Exeter?

What do you hope to learn from your course?

I think the biggest thing I’ve taken from my undergraduate degree is how precious 
learning and this whole experience is. My hope is that studying Politics has taught 
me to be a more inquisitive and critically-minded individual, which is a skill that is 
not only academically necessary but can be applied to all sorts of working 
environments.

I think the three main things I factored into my choice 
of university were:
Course flexibility; this was my main priority. It was
  important that my degree was not totally rigid from the outset, and had space for 
me to develop my interests and adjust my degree accordingly. The ‘Flexible 
Combined Honours’ programme at Exeter has completely facilitated this for me.
Being at a campus university; in terms of my learning, I thought that being 
somewhere that had everything in one place would be very beneficial to me, both 
academically but also for ease of settling in.
Study abroad opportunities; I wanted a university which not only offered a study 
abroad programme but actively encouraged students to take part in it.



ELSA
UNIVERSITY OF 
KENT

Why did you choose to study politics?

I never intended to study politics. In fact, it was an accident. In high school in Norway I 
was put into the wrong course and by the time I had managed to switch out, it had 
become my favourite subject. I assume many others have thought as I, that politics 
was something boring, tedious and distant. Now I cannot imagine myself anywhere 
else.



"I cannot imagine myself 

anywhere else."

What opportunities has studying for a 

Masters degree given you?
Pursuing an MA in International Relations at the University of Kent allowed me to 
study in both Brussels and in the UK- which complimented my focus on EU External 
Relations by allowing me to be in close proximity to European institutions and to the 
Brexit debate locally.Currently, I am working on my MA dissertation on ethnic relations 
and minority rights in the process for prospective EU membership for Kosovo. At the 
University of Kent, I have had the opportunity to intern at the Conflict Analysis 
Research Centre. Alongside my course in international conflict analysis, this 
internship has allowed me to engage with academics from a variety of disciplines and 
to learn about current research within the field of conflict analysis. Additionally, 
assisting with the promotion and execution of events has allowed me experiences to 
help strengthen my administrative and organisational skills.

What would you like to do post-University?
In the future, I hope to work in an international 
organisation and to be able to inform and 
influence policy processes and international 
relations.



HEATHER
UNIVERSITY OF 
MANCHESTER

What subjects did you take at A-Level?

While completing my A-levels at college I took Sociology, English Language/Literature, 
and Creative Writing; Sociology gave me a really thorough understanding of social and 
political theory and my other two subjects really improved my writing and language 
skills, which I’m still grateful for, especially when writing my dissertation!



"I would be enthusiastic about 

a career involved in 

humanitarian aid"

Why did you choose to study at 

Manchester?
I’m currently studying BA Social Sciences on the politics pathway at the University of 
Manchester. The three key things I factored into my choice for University was the 
research strength of the department, the quality of teaching at the University and 
also its location - I couldn’t imagine not living in a city! Thankfully, all of my 
expectations have been exceeded and I’ve really enjoyed studying politics here.

Why Politics?

I chose to study politics because I became 
interested in it after the 2010 General Election, 

and the 2015 General Election rolled around during college to help me be sure of my 
decision. I also found at college that I was especially interested in inequality and 
power imbalances, which my course has been great for. I’m hoping my undergraduate 
course will give me a robust understanding of political theory and the global issues 
that need to be tackled, as well as giving me great critical thinking and analysis skills 
going forwards after education.I’m especially interested in international relations and 
am glad to have been given an in-depth understanding about it.



DAN 
UNIVERSITY OF 
EXETER

Why did you choose to study politics?

I chose politics because I’m interested in what/why and how governments choose to 
do, or indeed what not to do. This, I would later discover is known academically as 
public policy! I really enjoy understanding how and why governments and policies work 
(or don’t!) Primarily, my research interests in public policy are focused on sex 
education, disability and the British context.



"I can't wait to add to our 

understanding of public policy"

What do you hope to learn from your 

course?

I want to continue to develop my understanding of public policy. In my final year I will 
be working with Prof. Claire Dunlop and Dr. Sarah Cooper on research as well as 
completing my dissertation. I can’t wait to add to our understanding of public policy.

What subjects did you 

take at A-Level?

Politics, Business Studies, Sociology, Extended Project Qualification, Electronics 
(AS)

What would you like to do post-University?
I hope to either go into the Civil Service, where I will use my knowledge of public 
policy to engage in the creation of better policy, or remain in academic and work 
towards my PHD so that I can support undergraduate students while advising 
government and contributing to the field.



SOPHIA
UNIVERSITY OF 
EAST ANGLIA

Why did you choose to study at UEA?

When deciding on a university the 3 key factors I considered were 
student satisfaction rates (instead of league tables), how far from home I would be 
and what I would gain from the course that was offered. I wanted to do a joint honours 
degree of History and Politics, some institutions had a reputation for making dual 
honours degrees stressful and did not have the opportunity to compliment learning 
within your own field of interests.



"Politics. It was a natural 

choice.

Why did you choose to study Politics?
I had always loved History, ever since I was a child, however, in my A-level studies, I 
found the most controversial and interesting study of history was political history. 
Furthermore, when I was studying political history, contemporary events at the time, 
such as Brexit and the election of Donald Trump really piqued my interest and drew 
me into the debates. I took part in multiple mock "Question Time" and live debates at 
school and found that I loved the debate element and the learning element of Politics. 
It was a natural choice.

What would you like to do post-University?
I came to university with the idea that I would go on to be a journalist. However, whilst 
at university, it became clear that, because my degree is so open, I have a number of 
options. Now I'm looking at working in media and possibly advertising more generally 
and perhaps taking part in more political causes such as humanitarian work.

What do you hope to learn

from your course?
I hope to continue informing my own ideas about the 
world as well as taking the opportunity to indulge in 
learning about topics that interest me and meaningfully contribute to other people's 
studies.



DAN
DE MONTFORT 
UNIVERSITY

Why did you choose to study Politics?

My passion for Politics began during the 2015 General Election. I felt inspired to share 
my thoughts with political figures from my local MP to the President of the United 
States. After many positive responses I felt the need to learn more. Therefore I chose 
a politics based course. I currently study Politics and Economics at De Montfort 
University. 



"I felt I need to learn more...I 

felt inspired to share my 

thoughts"

What did you study at A-Level?
I took Maths, Physics and Economics!

What three things helped you choose the right 

university?
The main things that influenced my choice of institution were the course content, the 
location of the university and the opportunities provided beyond my degree choice.

What do you hope to learn from your course?
I want to learn from experts in their filed in order to challenge the views of myself 
and others. 

What do you hope to learn from your course?

I would like to work in  front line politics to 
make the country a better place for all.



KIM
OPEN
UNIVERSITY

What course did you take at the Open 

University?
I studied for my BA History Hons with The Open University (OU). I had previously 
studied marketing qualifications but had always wanted to study history. I took the 
opportunity between 2011-2016 following on from maternity leave and whilst taking a 
career break. The Open University was the only viable option for me at the time.



"It was my favourite course 

and inspired me to join a 

political party"

What made you choose the Open 

University?
Three important aspects for me included: location, flexibility, and course content. 
Because I had two young children at school, and a husband and a home on the 
outskirts of Cambridge, I was limited to where and how I could study. The HE 
institution that I chose had to be either local or able to offer distance/part-time 
learning. I considered Anglia Ruskin (Cambridge) but the course that I was interested 
in was taught from their Chelmsford campus. I had considered studying with the OU in 
the past and it was realistically my only option at that time. However, the course 
content had to be right.

Why Politics?

 historical periods, themes, events, and how an understanding of the past can give us 
a greater understanding of the world today. Studying politics as part of my history 
degree was an essential part of that understanding because it explicitly linked events 
and ideas of the past to the world today. I have already completed my undergraduate 
degree and felt that the OU enabled me to develop my interests and a greater depth 
of understanding of the links between history and politics with its structure and the 
ability to study modules across faculties.

I set out wanting to study history to become 

a teacher. I wanted to learn more about 



ELLIOT
DE MONTFORT
UNIVERSITY

Why did you choose to study Politics?

Being blunt I had two main reasons to study Politics. I chose to study four amazing A-
levels. Those were: Law, Sociology, History and ICT. Having studied Sociology and Law - 
politics blends my understanding more historically. I was also passionate about 
change, this was one avenue for achieving this. 



"I wish for a more holistic 

understanding of people"

What do you hope to learn from your 

course?
I wish for a more holistic understanding of people. Why we choose, what we choose, 
and how we act etc. Allowing to be more forward thinking and idealistically diverse. 

Why De Montfort University?

Three things I factored into making my choice of institution; the reputation of 

the university, the innovation in teaching and research and the student union.

What would you like to do

after your Undergraduate 

degree?

My first priority is to continue sociological, psychological and political studies 

so that I can write my own holistic understanding of the world - so maybe 

postgraduate study. And yes, I want to be a local councillor for my beautiful 

village.



VALERIA
UNIVERSITY OF 
KENT

Why did you choose to study Politics?

I chose to study politics because I was interested in international affairs primarily as a 
result of my participation in Model United Nations conferences in different countries. 
Furthermore, as an Italian growing up in Zambia and now living in the United Kingdom, I 
thought this was the ideal degree to be more open-minded and aware of various issues 
affecting all four corners of the globe.



"little did I know one conference 

would change my initial plans to 

study journalism..."

What made you choose the University of 

Kent?
I was drawn to my undergraduate course at the University of Kent because of its 
reputation, vibrant international community but also its wide range of modules 
offered enabling me to cater my degree to my interests: conflict analysis, languages 
and regional politics.

I chose to stay at Kent to complete a two-year MA in International Relations 

with International Law, which has enabled me to widen my horizons and offer me 

new career possibilities. During my time as a university student, I have 

undertaken several internships with the most recent being with the Conflict 

Analysis Research Research Centre at the University of Kent, which have given 

me a valuable set of skills for the workplace. I will complete my MA in 

September 2019 and hope to move into a career in political journalism/analysis 

in the United Kingdom or abroad.

Do you know what you want to do in the future?
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