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Welcome
It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2012 Political
Studies Association Awards Ceremony.
These are times of uncertainty in UK higher education. University
departments of politics around the UK can face that uncertainty with
confidence. Politics is an increasingly popular A-Level subject and over 90
universities now offer degrees in political studies. Politics graduates are
highly employable, with their analytical and problem-solving skills paving the
way to career success in both the private and the public sectors. Politics does
better than most other social sciences in competing for research funding,
and delivers more findings rated as ‘outstanding’ than most other social sciences. And the expertise
of political scientists has powerful impacts in challenging and shaping the policies our governments
pursue, and in contributing to public debates which hold those governments to account. That is more
important than ever at a time when economic policy options and outcomes are uncertain, and when
the UK’s internal relationship with Scotland and its external one with the EU are in question.
The Political Studies Association exists to promote the study of politics. The Association has been at
the forefront for over sixty years in thinking about – and challenging – how we govern ourselves. It has
around 1,900 members, from the UK and beyond, from postgraduate students to founder members
who joined in the 1950s. It runs a growing range of research groups, conferences and events, and
publications – including the new magazine Political Insight which brings quality politics research to a
broader audience.
One of the Association’s priorities in the coming years is to ensure political studies continue to flourish
in changed times – not least by working closely with our new and growing teacher membership to
make sure politics remains a popular and lively A-Level choice, by showcasing the skill and innovation
with which politics is taught at university, and by working with employers and politics graduates to
highlight the careers a politics education opens up.
Another priority is to ensure that moves to open access publishing - on the surface an attractive
idea - do not produce unintended consequences. We fear these moves may actually end up limiting
opportunities, especially for younger academics, to publish innovative and challenging work. That
would be a perverse and damaging outcome.
This is the eleventh Awards Ceremony to be held by the Association. Each year the Ceremony provides
an opportunity to recognise academics, journalists, campaigners and politicians who have made an
exceptional contribution to the study and the practice of politics. And now we also offer prizes that
showcase the exciting ways that students go about the study of politics. Thanks to all our award
winners for their outstanding work in studying, analysing and practising politics.
Many thanks too to those who made this evening possible: our awards jury, hosted as ever by one
of the true stalwarts of the Association, Professor Lord Bhikhu Parekh; our Master of Ceremonies
Jon Snow; Jennifer Hudson, Louise Bates and Helena Djurkovic for organising the evening; and our
sponsors Wiley-Blackwell, Routledge, the Higher Education Academy and The Political Quarterly.
None of the award decisions were easy ones; the competition in each category was strong, so many
congratulations to all our winners. We hope they, and you, have a thoroughly enjoyable evening.
Professor Charlie Jeffery
Chair, Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom
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Award Winners 2012
Politician of the Year
John Bercow
Mr Speaker, John Bercow was born in 1963 and graduated with a first class
honours degree in Government from the University of Essex in 1985. Bercow
began his political career as the National Chairman of the Federation of
Conservative Students and Vice-Chairman of the Conservative Collegiate
Forum. He also served as a Conservative councillor in the London Borough
of Lambeth for four years. In 1995 he was appointed as a Special Adviser
to the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Jonathan Aitken. He was elected
to Parliament in 1997 as the MP for Buckingham with a majority of 12,386.
By 2001 he had risen to become a member of Iain Duncan Smith’s Shadow
Cabinet, serving as Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury from 2001 to
2002, and as Shadow Minister for Work and Pensions in 2002. That year
he resigned from the frontbench following his defiance of a three-line whip
to vote against the Labour Government’s Adoption and Children Act that
would allow unmarried gay and heterosexual couples to adopt children.
However, he returned the next year to serve as Shadow Secretary of State for
International Development under Michael Howard, before a second departure
from the Shadow Cabinet in 2004. In 2008 he was appointed to the Speaker’s
Conference on Parliamentary Representation. In 2009 Bercow was elected as
the 157th Speaker, defeating Sir George Young in the third round of voting by
322 votes to 271.

Why he won:
Bercow was awarded Politician of the Year by the PSA. The judges explained
their decision as follows: ‘Bercow has had a tremendous impact since the
position became his in June 2009, consistently holding the Executive to
account. During this time there has been a shift in the way in which the
House operates and his impact can be highlighted by the central role he has
played in reforming Parliament in the wake of the expenses scandal. He is a
deserved recipient of the Politician of the Year Award’.
In addition to his role following the expenses scandal, Bercow’s calls for
House reform have expressed his desire for increased transparency, greater
numbers of women and minorities in Parliament, more powers for Select
Committees, as well as measures to help Parliament – not Government – set
the agenda.
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Award Winners 2012
Parliamentarian of the Year
Margaret Hodge
Margaret Hodge’s interests include education, local and regional
government, housing, inner cities, democratic reform and London
government. She was elected as a Labour Councillor in the London Borough
of Islington in 1973 and served as Council Leader from 1982 to 1992. Hodge
went on to win a Commons seat as MP for Barking in a 1994 by-election.
Hodge was appointed as a Minister of State within the Department for
Education and Skills in 2001, where she remained until becoming the first
Children’s Minister in 2003, and was appointed to the Privy Council the same
year. In 2005 she was appointed as a Minister of State at the Department
for Work and Pensions and in 2006 moved to the Department of Trade and
Industry. In 2007 she became Minister for Culture, Creative Industries and
Tourism. In the 2010 General Election Hodge fought off a challenge from
Nick Griffin and the British National Party in her constituency, doubling her
majority to 16,555. In June 2010 she became Chair of the Public Accounts
Committee and has won widespread acclaim for her performance in this role.
Hodge was born in 1944 and earned a degree in Economics from LSE. Prior
to entering politics, she worked in market research from 1966 to 1973 and as
a senior consultant for Price Waterhouse from 1992 to 1994.

Why she won:
Hodge was selected as Parliamentarian of the Year following her success in
efficiently and aggressively combating Government waste, notably in HMRC,
as Chair of the cross-party Public Accounts Committee. She is the first
woman to serve in this role.

‘The Westminster Village has been startled by her aggression. As Chair of
the cross-party Public Accounts Committee, Hodge has led a very considered
campaign and has driven the agenda, taking on the civil service very
effectively.
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Award Winners 2012
Lifetime Achievement in Politics
Chris Patten
Lord Patten served as MP for Bath from 1979 to 1992 and Minister of State for
Overseas Development from 1986 to 1989. In 1989 he joined the Cabinet as
Secretary of State for the Environment and steered the 1990 Environmental
Protection Act through Parliament. In 1990 Patten was made both Chancellor
of the Duchy of Lancaster and Chairman of the Conservative Party. He was
instrumental in orchestrating the Conservative Party’s 1992 election victory,
despite losing his own seat. Following the 1992 general election, he went on to
become the last Governor of Hong Kong, during which time he worked hard to
ensure the protection of rights in the province while overseeing the transition
back to Chinese sovereignty. Patten was also active in the Northern Ireland
peace process, chairing the Independent Commission on Policing for Northern
Ireland from 1998 to 1999. In 1999 the Commission published A New Beginning:
Policing in Northern Ireland, popularly known as The Patten Report. From
1999 to 2004 Patten served as one of the UK’s two members of the European
Commission in his role as European Commissioner for External Relations. He
was elected Chancellor of the University of Oxford in 2003 and made a life peer
in 2005. He has been Chairman of the BBC Trust since 2011.
Patten was born in 1944 and educated at Balliol College, Oxford. He is a
published author and has served as the President of Medical Aid for
Palestinians since 2010.

Why he won:
The judges awarded Patten a Lifetime Achievement in Politics Award, noting:
‘He has achieved more in one lifetime than most could hope to achieve
in three. During his tenure as the last Governor of Hong Kong, Patten
encouraged many positive reforms to the social welfare system and presided
over a period of prosperity in the lives of ordinary Hong-Kongers’.
Throughout his career he has had a profound and sustained impact on public
life in Britain and internationally, including his achievements as Governor of
Hong Kong, Chairman of the BBC Trust and Chancellor of the University of
Oxford.
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Award Winners 2012
Lifetime Achievement in Politics
Bill Morris
Born in 1938, Lord Morris joined the Transport and General Workers’ Union in
1958. He became a shop steward in 1962 and served on the Union’s General
Executive Council from 1972 to 1973. He was elected Deputy General Secretary
in 1986 before becoming General Secretary in 1992, a position that he held until
his retirement in 2003. Morris was also a member of the TUC General Council
and Executive Committee from 1988 to 2003. He has been a Commissioner of
the Commission for Racial Equality, as well as serving as a member of the Royal
Commission on the Reform of the House of Lords from 1999 to 2000. In 2004 he
chaired the Morris Inquiry into professional standards in the Metropolitan Police.
Morris received a knighthood in 2003 and was made a life peer in 2006. He is a
member of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights. He has also
held a number of non-executive directorships – for the Bank of England and the
England and Wales Cricket Board – as well as serving on the advisory councils of
the BBC and Independent Broadcasting Authority.

Why he won:
The judges described their rationale for awarding Morris a Lifetime Achievement
in Politics Award as follows: ‘He was the first of a generation of black public
figures to rise to national prominence, as well as fighting for social justice and
demonstrating a long-standing commitment to education’.
As the first black leader of a British trade union, Morris has been described
as ‘probably the most influential black person in Britain.’ His commitment to
education has led to his appointment as Chancellor of two universities as well a
knighthood from the Queen.
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Award Winners 2012
Lifetime Achievement in Politics
Sir Richard Leese
Sir Richard was elected to Manchester City Council in 1984, serving on the
Council’s Education Committee from 1986 to 1990 and its Finance Committee
from 1990 to 1995. Leese became Deputy Leader in 1990 and Leader in 1996.
As Leader of the Council he has had a key role overseeing the regeneration
of Manchester following the 1996 IRA bomb attack. His political interests
include the links between economic development and social policy, developing
open democracy, the community leadership role of local authorities and the
role of cities in creating a sustainable future. In 2006 Leese was awarded a
knighthood for services to local government. He currently serves as Chair
of the North West Leaders Board which brings together stakeholders in
the future of the North West and works in the areas of housing, energy and
transport. Leese is a member of the Executive of the Local Government
Association, has served as Deputy Leader of the Association of Greater
Manchester Authorities and as Vice-Chairman of the Manchester Knowledge
Capital Initiative. He also acted as President of Eurocities, a network of more
than 120 leading European cities from 2004 to 2006.
Leese graduated from the University of Warwick and was engaged in teaching,
youth and community work and education research before entering politics.

Why he won:
Leese has been awarded the PSA’s Lifetime Achievement in Politics award
‘in recognition of his long and distinguished service as Leader of Manchester
City Council since 1996, a period which has seen widespread renewal and
regeneration of one of our greatest cities’.
Leese has been one of a new generation of self-confident city leaders who
has driven the regeneration of Manchester in the face of pressures on
funding. In his role as Council Leader, Leese supervised the implementation
of a major sports and events strategy which included the highly successful
Commonwealth Games in 2002, the largest multi-sports event ever hosted in
the UK prior to the 2012 Olympic Games.
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Award Winners 2012
Journalist of the Year
David Aaronovitch
Born in 1954, David Aaronovitch began his career in journalism as a
researcher for ITV’s Weekend World before moving to the BBC to become
founding editor of On the Record and presenter of the analytical show,
Thinktank. In 1995 Aaronovitch joined The Independent, working as its
chief leader writer as well as contributing parliamentary sketches and
columns until 2002. During this period Aaronovitch won the 2001 Orwell
Prize for Political Journalism. In addition to his pseudonymous New
Statesman column, he joined The Guardian and The Observer in 2003 as
a columnist and feature writer. He is currently a regular columnist for The
Jewish Chronicle and The Times, commenting on culture, international
affairs, politics and the media. His television and radio appearances include
Newsnight Review, BBC Radio 4’s Today programme, Pick of the Week,
and presenting Have I Got News For You. He has also presented several
documentaries focusing on anti-semitism in the media, culture and political
discourse, as well as the influence of religion on politics in the UK. His
film biography of the early lives of Major and Blair, Two Little Boys, was
transmitted by Channel 5 on its opening night in 1997. He has also presented
two series of the books programme, Booked, for Channel 4, as well as
writing two three-part series on sex on television and in culture. In 2009
Aaronovitch published Voodoo Histories: The Role of Conspiracy Theory in
Shaping Modern History.
Before entering journalism Aaronovitch studied at Balliol College, Oxford
and Victoria University of Manchester, graduating in 1978 with an honours
degree in History.

Why he won:
The PSA awarded Aaronovitch Journalist of the Year, commenting: ‘He
always makes you think, bringing new insights on a wide range of issues. His
writing is superb and he regularly challenges his readers’ preconceptions,
making the audience think as well as laugh’.
Aaronovitch is unafraid to be controversial and to critically question what
he regards as unsupported myths. He is distinguished by his excellent and
enthusiastic use of political science research, drawing upon such work
to justify his arguments and offer empirical support in his columns. He
consistently argues against irrationality.
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Award Winners 2012
Broadcaster of the Year
Stephanie Flanders
Before entering broadcast journalism, Stephanie Flanders worked as an
economist at the London Business School and the Institute for Fiscal
Studies. In 1994 she became a leader writer and economics columnist at
The Financial Times. In 1997 Flanders was appointed as a speechwriter and
senior adviser to U.S. Treasury Secretary, Lawrence H. Summers, assisting
with the management of emerging market crises and other global economic
issues. She went on to join The New York Times in 2001, before acting as
the principal editor of the UN’s 2002 Human Development Report. That
year she joined the BBC’s Newsnight, covering a variety of topics as well as
contributing to BBC News. She drew particular attention for her questioning
of David Cameron in 2007 regarding his proposed policy of tax breaks for
married couples. Flanders became the BBC’s first female economics editor
in 2008. Earlier this year, she presented Stephanomics on BBC Radio 4,
analysing worldwide economic developments.
Flanders was born in 1968 and read PPE at Balliol College, Oxford, before
attending Harvard as a Kennedy Scholar. She was elected to the governing
council of the Royal Economic Society in 2007 and in 2008 was made a
Visiting Fellow at Nuffield College, Oxford.

Why she won:
The judges awarded Flanders Broadcaster of the Year, saying: ‘Flanders has
had a big impact and her ability to explain complex financial information in an
accessible way is most impressive.’
This has been demonstrated by the critical acclaim that Flanders has won for
her recent three-part BBC series, Masters of Money, in which she examines how
Keynes, Hayek and Marx helped shape the twentieth century.

Political Studies Association Awards 2012 11

Award Winners 2012
Best Political Satire
Have I Got News For You
Have I Got News for You first hit Britain’s television screens in 1990. The
Friday night satirical panel quiz, now shown on BBC One, has recently
entered its 44th series. The show has frequently courted controversy with
its deployment of edgy, irreverent, humour and take-no-prisoners attitude
to major political scandals such as MPs’ expenses and phone hacking. The
show has also pushed hard on exposing contentious issues such as superinjunctions. The use of the word ‘allegedly’ has become a long running joke
among the show’s participants. After two decades, Have I Got News for You
remains a ratings hit for the BBC and similarly formatted programmes are
now successful worldwide.
Private Eye editor Ian Hislop (who won the PSA’s Best Political Satire in 2010)
and comedian Paul Merton regularly appear as team captains. Chaired by
Angus Deayton in its early years, the show is now presented by a different
guest host each week.

Why it won:
Have I Got News for You has been awarded Best Political Satire. The judges
commented on their decision: ‘Have I Got News For You continues to
challenge pomposity and, entering its 44th season, is as fresh now as it has
ever been’.
This comedy quiz has gone from strength to strength and the two regular
team captains, Ian Hislop and Paul Merton, provide endless satirical quips
for their viewers’ enjoyment. The show’s hosts have included political figures
associated with all three major parties, such as John Prescott, Charles
Kennedy, William Hague, Neil Kinnock, Alastair Campbell, Anne Widdecombe,
and Boris Johnson.
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Award Winners 2012
Special Recognition Award
Professor Paul Bew
Born in 1950, Lord Bew joined Queen’s University, Belfast in 1979 and was
made Professor of Irish Politics in 1991. His key publications include The
Making and Remaking of the Good Friday Agreement, Between War and
Peace: The Political Future of Northern Ireland, and Ideology and the Irish
Question: Ulster Unionism and Irish Nationalism 1912-1916. Bew acted as
historical adviser to the Bloody Sunday Inquiry between 1998 and 2001
and was appointed to the House of Lords as a life peer in February 2007
following his contributions to the Good Friday Agreement. That year he
served on the London Local Authority Bill Select Committee and in 2011
served on the Joint Committee on the Defamation Bill, which addressed key
issues of academic freedom. He also chaired the independent review of Key
Stage 2 (SATs) provision in England which reported in 2011 and was accepted
by the Government. Bew continues to teach Irish History and Politics at the
School of Politics, International Studies and Philosophy at Queen’s University
and is also a regular commentator on the BBC, Ireland’s RTE and on U.S.
channels.

Why he won:
In awarding Bew a Special Recognition Award, the judges took into account
his ‘major role in the Northern Ireland peace process, contribution as
historical adviser to the Saville Inquiry into Bloody Sunday, and recent
efforts as Chair of the Education Secretary’s external review of Key Stage
school tests’.
Bew played a significant role in moving Unionist politicians towards
the Northern Ireland peace process. He is also the author of numerous
monographs, including the 2011 best-selling biography Enigma: A new Life
of Charles Stewart Parnell, which was named by the Sunday Times as a
Biography of the Year.
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Award Winners 2012
Special Recognition Award
Professor Vicky Randall
Vicky Randall is Emeritus Professor within the Department of Government
at the University of Essex. Her primary research interests include human
rights, gender and politics, and politics and political parties within developing
countries. Randall has been foremost among scholars researching issues
around women’s legislative reservations. She has also focused on policy
regarding child prostitution and internal party democracy and has published
extensively on all of these subjects.
Randall’s key publications within the field of gender and politics include The
Politics of Child Daycare in Britain, Women and Politics and Contemporary
Feminist Politics. She is also co-editor of Gender, Politics and the State. Within
the field of development Randall’s many publications include Political Change
and Underdevelopment and two edited volumes, Political Parties in the Third
World and Democratization and the Media. She is also co-editor of Politics in the
Developing World, and is a former Chair of the Political Studies Association.

Why she won:
Randall has been awarded a Special Recognition Award ‘for her services to
the promotion of political studies as well as her contributions to both the
Political Studies Association and to gender and politics scholarship’.
Randall’s work on both women’s legislative quotas and child prostitution has
had particular reference to India. More widely, her work has addressed the
role of women in democracy, an area of scholarship in which she is noted as
a leading figure.
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Award Winners 2012
Special Recognition Award
Professor David Sanders
David Sanders is Professor of Government at the University of Essex where
he has taught since 1975. He served as co-editor of the British Journal of
Political Science from 1990 to 2008 and was elected as a Fellow of the British
Academy in 2005. He is the Principal Investigator of the British Election Study,
which aims to describe and explain why people vote, why they vote as they do,
the factors that affect election outcomes, and the consequences of elections
for democracy in Britain. He has published widely on numerous aspects of
British politics. His many publications include Lawmaking and Co-operation in
International Politics: The Idealist Case Re-examined, Losing an Empire, Finding
a Role: British Foreign Policy Since 1945 and Political Choice in Britain.
Sanders earned his BA from Loughborough University and his MA and PhD
from the University of Essex, where he has served as Pro-Vice-Chancellor
(Research) from 1997 to 2001 and Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research and
Enterprise) since August 2011.

Why he won:
Sanders receives a Special Recognition Award ‘in recognition of his
contribution to electoral studies, specifically the British Election Study, which
under his stewardship has gone from strength to strength’.
Sanders has made an immense contribution, particularly in electoral studies,
but also in international relations. He serves as Chair of the Politics and
International Relations Section of the British Academy.
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Award Winners 2012
Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for Lifetime Contribution
to Political Studies
Professor Michael Freeden
Michael Freeden joined Mansfield College, Oxford in 1978. His monograph,
The New Liberalism: An Ideology of Social Reform established the
radicalism and coherence of the ‘new liberalism’, whilst Liberalism Divided:
A Study of British Political Thought 1914-1939 offered an innovative
account of the diversity of British liberalism in the interwar period
as it divided into left and centrist strands. Both are acknowledged as
classic studies. Freeden’s many articles and essays, collected in Liberal
Languages: Ideological Imaginations and Twentieth Century Political
Thought, include detailed accounts of particular liberal thinkers such as
T.H. Green and D.G. Ritchie and groups such as the ‘Rainbow Circle’, as
well as careful examinations of the liberal treatment of specific concepts
such as community, poverty, and power.
In addition to his own extensive and distinguished scholarship, Freeden
has exercised great leadership and energy in opening up new institutional
spaces for scholarly interest in the study of ideology to develop and
flourish. He was the guiding force behind the innovative Centre for
Political Ideologies, established in the Department of Politics and
International Relations at the University of Oxford. In 1996 he became the
founding editor of the highly respected Journal of Political Ideologies,
which continues to the present day. Freeden has developed this periodical
into what Professor Michael Kenny (University of London) has called ‘one
of the leading political theory journals in the Anglophone world’.

Why he won:
Freeden has been selected for the Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for Lifetime
Contribution to Political Studies. The judges explained their rationale as
follows: ‘His work has had a significant and wide-ranging impact on political
studies, notably within political theory. Over the course of a long and
distinguished career, Freeden has done more than any other contemporary
to help us understand ideology in general, and liberalism in particular’.
Freeden may have retired from the University of Oxford in 2012, but he
continues to work at a pace that would shame many younger scholars. In
particular, his eagerly awaited large-scale study of the nature of political
thinking is due to be completed this year. It promises to constitute a new
thread to his rich and highly original corpus of work. His lifetime contribution
to the discipline of political studies is still growing.
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Award Winners 2012
Politics/Political Studies Communicator
Professor Matthew Flinders
Matthew Flinders was appointed to a permanent Lectureship in the
Department of Politics at the University of Sheffield in 2000 and was
appointed as a Professor in 2009. He has authored over a hundred journal
articles and book chapters. His key publications in recent years include
Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st Century, Democratic
Drift and Delegated Governance and the British State. As well as publishing
widely, he has acted as an adviser to numerous foreign governments. He has
also held a Visiting Fellowship in the Department of Politics and International
Relations at the University of Sydney. In addition, Flinders is a noted writer
and broadcaster, frequently appearing in The Times and The Guardian
as well as other national newspapers. His 2011 series for BBC Radio 4, ‘In
Defence of Politics’, has been extremely well received.
Flinders studied Modern European Studies at Loughborough University
and completed a PhD in Public Policy and Governance at the University of
Sheffield. He was a Governor on the Board of Sheffield Health and Social
Care NHS Foundation Trust between 2008 and 2011. He is a former recipient
of the PSA’s Harrison Prize, Richard Rose Prize, and W.J.M. Mackenzie Prize.

Why he won:
Flinders has been chosen to receive the Politics/Political Studies
Communicator Award by the PSA. The judges noted his ‘acclaimed threepart series for BBC Radio 4, In Defence of Politics, as well as his tireless
efforts to engage directly with practitioners and encourage colleagues to
do the same. He has impressed with his successful communication of very
important and complicated issues’.
Flinders wrote and presented the 2011 series, ‘In Defence of Politics’, in which
he challenged political cynicism and provided a timely rediscovery of the
arguments of Bernard Crick’s classic text in the wake of the MPs’ expenses
scandal.
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Award Winners 2012
Innovation in Teaching Politics
Professor Edward Page
Edward Page joined the London School of Economics in 2001 and is Sydney
and Beatrice Webb Professor of Public Policy. His research interests include
British and comparative public policy and administration, law-making,
bureaucracy and British government. Prior to joining the LSE, Page held a
professorship at the University of Hull, where he worked from 1981 to 2001.
In 2001 he was made a Fellow of the British Academy. From 1998 to 2004
he acted as Director of the ESRC Research Programme, Future Governance:
Lessons from Comparative Public Policy. His most recent publications
include Changing Government Relations in Europe, From the Active to
the Enabling State and Policy Bureaucracy: Government With a Cast of
Thousands. Page is the editor of the Journal of Public Policy and former
editor of the European Journal of Political Research.
Page studied German and Politics before earning a PhD in Politics from the
University of Strathclyde in 1982 with a thesis entitled, Central Government
Instruments of Influence on Local Authority Decisions.

Why he won:
Page receives the Innovation in Teaching Politics Award for his course
in Empirical Research in Government. The judges said: ‘This is a highly
innovative course that shows how political science teaching can develop
exciting, new and important avenues. The course involves students in
developing, conducting and writing up a collective research project that
looks at central features in British government.’
In recent years students have assessed policy evaluation research
commissioned by government, special advisers, government consultations,
community groups in local government and the role of lawyers in local
government.
The research is of a high quality and has been published in journals such as
BJPIR, Parliamentary Affairs, Public Administration and Local Government
Studies. The articles generally appear under the name of the ‘LSE GV314
Group’ indicating equal co-authorship among all participants. The course is
also unusual since students are engaged in the project after their graduation
as they prepare the research for publication.
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Award Winners 2012
W.J.M. Mackenzie Book Prize
Dr David Fisher
Morality and War: Can War Be Just in the
Twenty-First Century?
David Fisher is a Teaching Fellow at Kings College, London where he recently
completed his PhD. His research interests include ethics and war and moral
philosophy. Prior to this role, Fisher was employed as a senior official in
the Ministry of Defence, Foreign Office and Cabinet Office. He has served
as Defence Adviser to the Prime Minister and UK Defence Counsellor to
NATO. Fisher has also held a research fellowship at Nuffield College, Oxford
and is Co-Chairman of the Council on Christian Approaches to Defence and
Disarmament. He regularly contributes to books and journals on defence and
ethics. His recent publications include Just War on Terror? (co-editor) as well
as chapter contributions to Price of Peace and Britain’s Bomb: What Next?.
In Morality and War Fisher explores how just war thinking can be developed
to provide guidance on twenty-first century security concerns. He examines
philosophical challenges to just war thinking, including those posed by moral
scepticism and relativism; the nature and grounds of moral reasoning; the
relation between public and private morality; and how just war teaching can
be refashioned to provide robust practical guidance, not just to politicians
and generals, but to ordinary service people.

Why he won:
The judges selected Fisher’s Morality and War: Can War Be Just in the
Twenty-First Century? for the W.J.M. Mackenzie Book Prize, commenting:
‘Fisher strips down and reconstructs our notions of what constitutes a
just war in order to establish rules of engagement and conduct based on
practical wisdom and virtual consequentialism that can be followed on the
front line as well as by those politicians who send our troops into battle’.

‘“Morality and War” is beautifully written, its points are reinforced by a
wealth of apposite examples drawn both from history and the author’s own
experience. It is informed, authoritative, and persuasive. It is also important.
We live, at least in the West, in an era of wars of choice. This wise book,
written by a man who has had to practice the ethics of war as well as reflect
on them, should be compulsory reading for all those who have to do the
choosing and the fighting.’
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Do you want your political analysis
in more than 140 characters?
At a time when too much commentary on politics seems to be tweeted
disposably, The Political Quarterly gives you politics treated seriously.
PQ provides analysis, commentary and opinion on British and global
politics written by the world’s leading scholars, practitioners and
commentators—in plain English, in depth and informed.
In the current issue you’ll find a symposium ‘In Defence of Politics’.
Why are politicians so hated? Are political institutions now too weak
to challenge corporate power? Does party politics now miss the point
altogether? A stimulating collection of articles by Matthew Flinders,
Cathy Gormley-Heenan, David Blunkett, John Keane, Matthew Taylor,
Gerry Stoker, William Waldegrave and others.
Has British politics been feminised? Also in this issue, PQ analyses
the new feminist activism—with articles by Joni Lovenduski, Rosie
Campbell, Sarah Childs, Rainbow Murray and others.
All this, and our usual wide range of articles on other topics, from
electing the Archbishop of Canterbury to the US presidential campaign,
from political engagement in UK Pakistani communities, to whether
neoliberalism is being displaced.

Special subscription offers!
With our current special offer it costs just £27 a year to
subscribe to The Political Quarterly (normally £38)—or
a mere £10 a year for the online edition. For that you
get not just four packed issues each year but a special
‘fifth issue’, a Political Quarterly book on a key subject
of contemporary politics. (This year’s, Retrieving the Big
Society, edited by Jason Edwards, features thoughtprovoking analysis of the philosophical underpinnings
and practical politics of the ‘Big Society’ idea.) That’s
politics at good value!
So take politics seriously. Join the debate.
For more information and subscription details go to
www.politicalquarterly.org.uk

PSA Annual Conference 2013
The Party’s Over? 25 - 27 March 2013 City Hall, Cardiff
Conference programme includes
Plenary Roundtable - the Future of Political Journalism after Leveson
Annual Leonard Schapiro Lecture - Professor Donatella Della Porta (EUI)
Conference Dinner at the National Museum of Wales, addressed by Rt Hon
Carwyn Jones AM, First Minister of Wales
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Find Routledge Politics
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conversation from Routledge
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Facebook at:
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on Twitter
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ubris and nationalism among some Chinese, as well as unnecessary
fear of decline among some Americans, make it difficult…Extrapolating
the wrong long-term projections from short-term cyclical events like
the recent financial crisis can lead to costly policy miscalculations.”
—

“AMERICAN

JOSEPH S. NYE, JR.

AND CHINESE POWER AFTER
THE FINANCIAL CRISIS”

“I

f there was a unipolar moment in the 1990s, it is now gone and the world is
rapidly moving away from it. Whether the new world power structure
is multipolar, non-polar, or something else, one thing is clear: the leadership
of global governance will be restructured.”
—

“ U N D E R S TA N D I N G
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“[H]

WU XINBO

—

M E G H A N L . O ’ S U L L I VA N

A N D T H E G R E AT S A N C T I O N S D E B AT E ”

“[I

srael] must persuade itself that it is in its long-term national security interests
to actively seek a comprehensive peace agreement, foreswear military strikes
that disproportionately hurt civilians, acknowledge its nuclear status, and
thus become a normal nation.”
“SHOULD
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hanks to Iran’s budding nuclear program and the intransigence of Tehran
thus far, policymakers and pundits are again pondering the utility of
sanctions….[T]he question persists: ‘Do sanctions work?’”
“IRAN
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IRAN AND THE GREAT SANCTIONS DEBATE
Meghan L. O’Sullivan
SHOULD ISRAEL BECOME A “NORMAL” NATION?
Barbara Slavin
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