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Association’s
New CEO Takes
Up Reins
Helena Djurkovic
I am delighted to be joining the Political
Studies Association as its first Londonbased CEO at a time of such opportunity
for the organisation. Although cuts
in higher education undoubtedly
create challenging conditions for the
Association and its members alike,
the need for reform of our political
institutions and economic structures is
(continued on page 3)
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The Political Studies Association’s 60th
Anniversary conference at Edinburgh
was in many ways an experiment. For
the first time we held it entirely outside
of university facilities, instead holding
panels, lectures, receptions, specialist
group meetings, book exhibition and
all the other more informal meetings
among attendees in a series of venues in
Edinburgh’s city centre.
We also made a stronger push than
ever before both to boost international
participation in the conference, and to
invite other political studies associations
in the UK and internationally to use the
(continued on page 21)
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Liverpool Hope University
Department of Politics and History

Hope staff and students on field trip to Berlin, Spring 2010

Background
At a time when politics departments
are facing cutbacks and are even under
threat of closure, it is nice to be able to
report on a new department that has been
expanding. The Department of Politics
and History at Liverpool Hope University
was established in 2008 and is located at
the main campus (Hope Park) in the leafy
suburbs of South Liverpool. Though it
is still a small Department, it can already
point to quite significant growth and
development.
A politics stream had first emerged
in Hope as part of our American Studies
and European Studies programmes. This
formed the heart of an undergraduate
politics programme that was launched
in 2006. Within a year, a single honours
programme had been validated to go
with the combined honours option. And
the new programmes rapidly became
successful.
In 2008, the politics team merged
with history. This was a very natural
development, since contemporary political
history is one of the main focuses for the
history team. History has been taught at
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Liverpool Hope since the 1970s, and is
a well-established part of the university.
This also led to the appointment of
Nicholas Rees as the first Professor of
International Politics and Contemporary
History and Head of Department in
Hope. And in the following year, we
launched a suite of new MA programmes
in politics and history.
Undergraduate Programmes
One of the main objectives of the
Department has been to develop an
integrated curriculum between the two
subject areas. Clearly, there are parts of
politics that are very distant from history
and vice versa, but considerable progress
has been made. There is a significant
amount of cooperation and collaboration
in terms of the curriculum, with shared
courses and team-teaching which draws
on both sides of the Department. Our
offerings include BA single and combined
honours degrees in politics, history and
international studies.
This has also spilled over into our
activities with students. There is a single
common History & Politics Society

run by our students, which has been
remarkably successful in its few years
of activity – a very popular highlight is
the regular History & Politics table quiz
nights, attracting staff and students. We
have also organised shared study trips, for
example to London, Berlin and Brussels,
which have been specifically tailored to
accommodate both sets of students.
The most recent innovation, again
reflecting the shared interests and work
of the Department, is the launch of
a new undergraduate programme in
International Studies, with a particular
emphasis on international politics and
contemporary international history. This
is being launched in September 2010.
Postgraduate Programmes
Another sign of the cooperation between
History and Politics has been the
development of a suite of mutuallysupporting postgraduate programmes in
the broad area of international politics
and history. MAs in History have existed
since the 1990s, and in 2009, we
launched three new programmes, an MA
in Global Politics, an MA in Transatlantic
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Studies and an MA in Maritime and
Colonial History. The Department is
currently completing the validation of an
MA in Peace Studies, which will be closely
aligned with the Archbishop Desmond
Tutu Centre for War and Peace Studies.

Liverpool Hope is developing a profile
as a teaching-led, research-informed
institution, and Politics and History is
one of the leading departments in the
university in terms of developing and
expanding its research activities.

The Department also offers opportunities
for postgraduate research. Already
a number of history PhDs have
been completed in Hope, and the
Department welcomes applications
in Politics, History and International
Studies. The Department has particular
research strengths in transatlantic and
maritime history, transatlantic slavery,
early modern history, history of ideas,
American, European and Irish politics,
European integration, international
relations and peacekeeping.

Our research interests are diverse for a
small department and include British,
American, European and Irish politics,
with particular interests in political
leadership (Professor Bill Jones and
Dr Rob Busby), political parties, social
democracy and citizenship (Dr Michael
Holmes), political communication and
marketing (Dr Rob Busby) and Ireland
and the EU (Dr Michael Holmes,
Professor Nicholas Rees). On the
international relations side, research
is focused on European Union politics
(Professor Nick Rees, Dr Michael
Holmes), and international relations and
international peacekeeping (Professor
Nicholas Rees, Dr Rob Busby, Professor
Bill Jones.
On the history side we have
expertise around the Transatlantic slave

Research Profile
The Department has a strong research
reputation in which all the academic
staff are research active, publishing
and contributing to the development of
their discipline in the UK and overseas.

trade and slavery, eighteenth- and early
nineteenth-century missionary enterprise
(Professor Suzanne Schwarz), maritime
and colonial history (1550-1700), piracy
(Dr John Appleby), nationalist ideologies,
cultures and identities in Europe,
especially Germany (Dr Guy Tourlamain),
and early modern Irish and British history
(Dr Fiona Pogson).
Research Groups
We are actively involved in a number of
research centres and groups across the
university. The Archbishop Desmond
Tutu Centre for War and Peace Studies,
which runs a very successful civic
lecture series, is anchored in our own
Department. Members of the Department
are also actively participating in a number
of cross-disciplinary research centres
and groups, including the Freedom,
Enslavement and Exploitation Research
Group and the Irish Studies Research
Group. Staff in the Department also
work in close collaboration with National
Museums Liverpool.

Association’s New CEO Takes Up Reins
(continued from the cover)
creating a renewed interest in politics
and a greater appreciation of the role
that political scientists can play in
analysing the problems facing society and
formulating solutions that are sustainable
over the long term. As our economic
and environmental problems grow, the
case for rigorous, evidence-based policymaking also grows.
Better Government
I come to the Political Studies Association
from the Better Government Initiative,
a cross-party think tank that lobbies for
reform of decision-making processes
within central government. In my role as
Secretary, I gained first-hand experience
of influencing the policy agenda by
engaging with politicians and civil
servants and cultivating and capitalising
on media interest. I hope to apply this
experience to raising the profile of the
Association and more specifically the
research and ideas being generated by its
members, in order to shape public policy
and promote the case for political studies.
Many of the major policy debates
engaging our politicians are increasingly
recognised to be cross-departmental
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in scope. The solutions are also often
cross-disciplinary and international
in scope and I believe the Political
Studies Association could usefully forge
closer relations with other academic
disciplines, not least environmental
science, economics and law, at home
and abroad. I believe the Association
can also benefit from developing closer
ties with organisations working outside
the academic field, such as thinktanks and single-issue activist groups,
which are also seeking to influence
the public policy agenda. Continuing
to increase our contacts with political
scientists internationally is also of great
importance.
Reaching Out
In order to reach out and enter into a
dialogue with all these different, but
complementary bodies, the Political
Studies Association will need to increase
the range of activities it organises and in
which it engages. These activities need to
be carefully designed to be attractive to
our existing members, while taking the
organisation forward in accordance with
its wider aims.
As well as directing my energies

to the outward-facing activities of the
organisation I will also be spending
time looking at ways of improving the
internal functioning of the organisation,
especially the effectiveness of internal
communications and the specialist
groups.
Over the next few months I will be
giving detailed thought to these issues
and to helping formulate a medium
to long-term plan for the organisation
building on the ideas that came out of
the strategy meeting in 2009. I would
welcome your thoughts. You can reach
me at Helena.djurkovic@psa.ac.uk
Potted Biography
❖B
 A in Philosophy, Politics and Economics
from the University of Oxford.
❖M
 asters in Public and Private
Management from the Yale School of
Management.
❖S
 trategy consultant with the LEK
Partnership.
❖S
 enior strategy and management roles at
Pearson Plc and Reed Elsevier Plc.
❖F
 ounder and Managing Director of fine
art retail business and art consultancy.
❖S
 ecretary of the Better Government
Initiative.
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Queen Mary’s School of Politics and IR

The Department of Politics was recently
renamed the School of Politics and
International Relations. This reflects
significant changes, including the
strategic decision in 2006 to invest in
International Relations as well as continue
its strengths in Political Theory, Public
Policy and Comparative Politics. A new
MA in International Relations started in
2006-2007 and a new BA in International
Relations followed (2008-2009). The new
School has 21 members of staff.
International Relations at Queen Mary
The School aims to provide strong
links between International Relations
and Politics, with significant overlap
in Comparative Politics, particularly of
the developing world, and both Political
Theory and Public Policy. In 2009,
a new Centre for the study of Global
Security and Development (CGSD)
was formed in collaboration with
Geography and Business Management.
This Centre reflects the new School’s
strategy of providing a particular niche
in International Relations, with a focus
on the international and the comparative
politics of the developing world, and
covering issues such as global political
economy, security and conflict, and
poverty and inequality. The Head of the
new School, Ray Kiely, previously taught
Development Studies at the School of
Oriental and African Studies. Since
2003, there have also been a number of
other significant related appointments,
including Toby Dodge, Rick Saull, Bryan
Mabee, Patricia Owens and Lee Jones.
These areas complement the work of
James Dunkerley, Adam Fagan, Brendan
O’Duffy and Montserrat Guibernau.
Postgraduate Courses
The School is about to make two new
appointments in International Relations
and International Political Economy
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as part of a strategy of widening its
postgraduate provision and developing
a new MA in Globalisation and
Development (with the Department of
Geography) and Msc in International
Business and Politics (with the School of
Business and Management).
The School runs Masters courses in
Public Policy, Migration and the University
of London course, History of Political
Thought, reflecting traditional strengths
in these areas. Wayne Parsons, Mark
Pennington and Catherine Needham
are all Public Policy specialists. Jeremy
Jennings (history of political thought),
Madeleine Davis, Lasse Thomassen,
Caroline Williams and Patricia Owens
specialise in Political Theory.
Centres, Conferences and Workshops
In addition to the CGSD, the School is
centrally involved in two other research
centres. These are the Centre for the
Study of Migration and the Centre for the
Study of the History of Political Thought
convened by Professor Jennings. The
Centre for the Study of Migration has
recently organised a number of events,
including a conference on London: the
promised land revisited to celebrate the
fifteenth anniversary of the formation of
the Centre, and a more practitioner based
workshop, New Residents and Refugee
Forum: new immigrant communities in the
East End. The Centre for the Study of the
History of Political Thought recently held
a workshop on Recent Work in the Political
Thought of James Tully and a graduate
conference, Perspectives on Democratic
Thought.
The School is also in the process of
establishing close links with Queen Mary’s
Mile End Group (MEG), and co-organised
the 2010 Anthony Sampson Memorial
Lecture given by Anthony King on The
Physiology of British Government. This
is the start of a growing collaboration

between the School and the MEG, and
fits the central concerns of those in the
School who specialise in Parties, Elections
and Political Communication, including
Raymond Kuhn, Judith Bara, Rainbow
Murray and teaching fellow Francoise
Boucek.
The CGSD will hold its first annual
lecture in late June 2010, when Derek
Gregory from the University of British
Colombia will speak on The World as
Target, a critical exploration of why
bombing is still considered by states,
militaries, and publics to be an acceptable
mode of warfare.
Professor Ray Kiely,
Head of School of
Politics and IR

Awards, Prizes and Recent Publications
Montserrat Guibernau, EINES Essay
Prize for the book For a Cosmopolitan
Catalanism (2009);
Ray Kiely, winner of the 2009
Journal of Contemporary Asia prize;
Adam Fagan, Leverhulme Research
Fellowship, ‘The Europeanization of
Kosovo’ (2010);
Patricia Owens, Visiting
Professorship, University of California,
Los Angeles (2010);
Rainbow Murray, Leverhulme
Research Fellowship ‘The Impact of
Gender Quotas on Parliament’ (2010);
Wayne Parsons, elected
Distinguished Visiting Professor, academic
council of the Facultad Latinoamericana
de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO) (2009);
Jeremy Jennings, awarded by the
French Government a ‘Chevalier de
l’Ordre des Palmes Academiques’ for
services to French culture (2009).
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A new Teachers’ Section for the Association
James L. Newell
University of Salford

As many colleagues will be aware, recent
years have seen significant increases in
the demand for politics programmes at
the higher-education level. For example,
according to UCAS data, the number of
acceptances for politics degree courses in
the UK rose from 903 in 1986 to 4,250
in 2006, when there were almost 27,000
students studying with some element
of political study. In 2008, the number
of acceptances for politics had risen to
4,794. Meanwhile, Higher Education
Statistical Agency data indicate that
there were 33,910 undergraduate and
postgraduate students studying politics
at higher education institutions in the
UK in 2008/09 – up from 17,234 in
1996/97.
Political Engagement
If it were not for the fact that to some
significant extent these increases will
have reflected the growing demand for
higher-education courses in general in
recent years, they might seem surprising
given what we know about young
people’s political engagement. True,
young people are by no means apathetic,
being more likely than older people to
participate in consumer politics and
demonstrations for instance. But when it
comes to participation in formal politics,
such as voting, for example, the picture is
quite the opposite.
If turnout at elections has gone
down across the electorate generally
in recent years, the decline has been
especially rapid among the young.
Today’s young people, research
suggests, have, as compared to
predecessor generations, weaker senses
of commitment to participate; for over
time, the younger cohorts have been
increasingly affected by social exclusion
and increasingly attached to values of an
individualistic kind. (J. Sloam, ‘Rebooting
Democracy: Youth Participation in
Politics in the UK’, Parliamentary Affairs,
2007, 60(4): 548-567).
To these two developments should
be added a third challenge for the
political science profession, one to which
Jean Blondel alluded when he wrote:
‘[I]f we think that politics affects
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the lives of all of us, and if we also
think that we have relevant things to
say about how politics works and about
what can and cannot be achieved, we
have to be visible in the ‘city’. . . In a
variety of ways and at many different
points, we must be prepared to state with
some authority what the knowledge we
have collectively amassed tells us about
what is possible, likely, impossible or
plainly wrong.’ (http://www.essex.ac.uk/
ECPR/publications/eps/onlineissues
/autumn2001/greeting_jean.htm).
In other words, political science in
the early twenty-first century is being
presented with new and important
opportunities to engage in dialogue
with those outside higher education,
demonstrating the external relevance of
what we do – opportunities soon to be
formalised in the Research Excellence
Framework, which will see ‘significant
additional recognition’ given ‘where
high quality research has contributed
to the economy, society, public policy,
culture, the environment, international
development or quality of life’. (http://
www.hefce.ac.uk/research/ref/impact/)
External Challenges
If the Association is to be in a position
to meet these various external challenges
effectively, then one of the most
important of the groups to which it
needs to be open is teachers of politics
in schools. By providing them with
membership, and giving them their
own organisational identity within
the Association, the Political Studies
Association can learn from them and
thus enhance its capacity to represent the
concerns of the discipline as a whole. For
example, while recruitment to politics
programmes has been expanding and
is currently buoyant, with the coming
down-turn in the number of 18-year
olds there will be downward pressures.
Moreover, there is a very significant
gender gap in levels of performance in
schools with girls doing much better than
boys – which is significant for politics
bearing in mind that more politics
students are male than female (David
Law, Association Heads of Department
Conference, 11th December 2009). So a
major recruitment issue the profession
currently needs to address is how to

counter the demography by raising
school-student performances generally
(the proportions staying on beyond
sixteen), and how to raise the underperformance of males in particular
– all of which points in the direction of
engaging in dialogue with our schoolteacher colleagues.
In order to respond to these issues,
in April 2009 the Association decided
to launch a novel type of membership,
for teachers, and by the end of the year
was able to count 71 new members in
this category. Teachers are eligible for
a significant discount on the standard
membership rate of £74, and pay £32
if subscribing by direct debit. In return
they receive a range of benefits including
free subscriptions to the journals Politics,
Political Studies Review and Political
Insight; Political Studies Association News;
the members’ handbook and a media
directory.
Special Section
The Political Studies Association is
now looking to move to a subsequent
stage with the setting up, within the
Association, of a special teachers’
section to give these colleagues their
own organisational identity, the better to
enable the Association to speak to their
intellectual and professional concerns.
At the 60th annual conference
in Edinburgh, an informal meeting of
teacher members took place with the
upshot that a draft constitution was
prepared for the new section and a
decision was taken to invite all Political
Studies Association teacher members to
a June meeting formally to establish the
section, with the aim of holding a launch
conference/event later in the year.
With the recent conclusion of
the general election, and its dramatic
outcome, these are exciting times for
those with an interest in politics who
are based in the UK. The Association’s
teachers’ initiative, therefore, comes
at an especially opportune moment,
one that most would deem not just
exciting, but also worrying, especially
for the young. This gives the initiative
potential significance on a wide range
of fronts and will, we hope, strengthen
the Association as it confronts the
challenging times ahead.
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Political Studies and Political Studies Review
. . . Five Years on
Political Studies and Political Studies
Review (PSR) have been based in the
Department of Politics at the University
of Sheffield (with one editor in the
University of York) for five years now,
and we are approaching the point in
the cycle when the Association will be
beginning the search for new editors
for the two journals. In the period
of our editorship we have seen some
significant changes in the journals and
we believe that Political Studies has
confirmed its international standing and
PSR has now become a well-established
and widely-read journal.
Reputation Strengthened
Political Studies has always been seen
as the flagship journal of the Political
Studies Association and it has a
reputation as a leading international
journal in the field of political science.
During the past five years its reputation
has been further strengthened. This has
been reflected both in the number and
source of submissions. The number
of original submissions has increased
from 113 in 2000 to 201 in 2006 and
269 in 2009, and will likely exceed this
number in 2010. In addition, we have
seen a growing internationalisation
of submissions. While the balance
between submissions from the UK and
Europe has remained fairly constant,
overall combined submissions from
this region have fallen by 7% between
2006 and 2009 while submissions
from North America and Asia have
risen correspondingly (by 6% and 3%,
respectively). The table below provides
an overview of submissions to the
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journal by location of the lead author,
between 2006 and 2009.
Concomitant to the growth in this
highly international pool of authors, we
have seen a year-on-year improvement
in the journal’s ISI impact factor, with a
28 per cent improvement last year from
0.488 to 0.625.
In terms of readership, Political
Studies has a growing international
audience and the online access provided
by Wiley InterScience has resulted
in a high level of use of the journal
throughout the year, as illustrated by the
chart below:

In 2009, articles published in Political Studies were
downloaded 146,150 times via all online hosts.

Major Change
The other major change in Political
Studies has been the shift to online
article submission. Now the whole of
the editorial process is web-based, which
makes life easier for the editors, authors
and, hopefully, reviewers. The web-based
management system certainly seems to
have improved response times for the
journal. In 2009 we made a decision
on all articles within three months. We
believe that this compares extremely
well with most other journals. Authors
appreciate a quick response and the

efficiency of our management system
has further enhanced the position
of the journal and encouraged more
submissions.
So, after five years of our
editorship, we believe that Political
Studies has continued to showcase
the best in political science from
around the world. We are proud of the
diversity of the journal and we have
published articles with a wide range
of epistemological and methodological
approaches and which focus on a
considerable range of substantive issues.
We have consciously aimed to make
Political Studies a journal for the whole
of the profession. With our special
issue on ‘Dialogue and Innovation
in Contemporary Political Science’
(published in March 2010) we have
attempted to encourage reflection on
the broad-based nature of the discipline
and the potential for developing our
understandings of the world that is
offered by greater respect between the
sub-disciplines.
Distinct Niche
In many ways the last five years have
seen even greater changes in Political
Studies Review. When we took on the
journal editorship, PSR was a new
innovation which had not had time
to establish a reputation. The supply
of articles was small and many were
commissioned by the editors. Now we
have managed to develop a distinct
niche for the journal, and, in recognition
of the increasing influence and reach of
PSR across the profession and beyond,
there has been a marked rise in the
submission of original research articles.
In addition, we have had a series of
commissioned symposia which have
included the work of academics and
practitioners around themes such as
research assessment, terrorism and
the economic crisis. These symposia
have produced lively and timely debate
around particular books and issues.
As the standing of Political Studies
Review has grown so has the quality
of articles submitted for consideration
and the editorial team now operates a
rigorous peer review system to mirror
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that of Political Studies. Consequently
we are maintaining the high academic
standards to be expected of a journal
published under the auspices of the
Association. A further reflection of
the editorial board’s confidence in the
increasing excellence of the journal is a
recent application to Thomson ISI for
Political Studies Review to be included
in the annual ranking of citations and
impact factors, the outcome of which is
currently awaited.
At the same time, PSR has
continued its comprehensive review
service through the extensive book note

section in each issue, providing informed
comment on more than 300 books in
the field every year. Like Political Studies,
downloads of PSR articles are at a high
level, and the chart below shows usage
of Political Studies Review on Wiley
Interscience throughout the year.
Search for New Team
As our period as custodians of Political
Studies and Political Studies Review comes
to an end, we hope that we leave the
journals in a strong position for our
successors. Editing these journals is a big
responsibility, but it is also an exciting

and rewarding opportunity, and one
that other departments should consider
seriously as the search for a new editorial
team begins.

In 2009, articles published in Political Studies Review
were downloaded 26,576 times via all online hosts.

‘Perspectives on the Changing Global Balance
of Power’ Report of the POLITICS Workshop

L-R: John Dumbrell, Durham; Hugo Dobson, Sheffield; Paulo Sottero, Woodrow
Wilson Centre; Jane Duckett, Glasgow; Alasdair Young, Glasgow.

As part of the Association’s 60th Anniversary celebrations,
the Glasgow-based editorial team of POLITICS hosted an
international workshop on ‘Perspectives on the Changing
Global Balance of Power’ on 29th March. The workshop, which
involved 28 participants from twelve different countries, was
made possible by the generous support of the Association
and Wiley-Blackwell, while Glasgow’s Adam Smith Research
Foundation sponsored the workshop reception.
Shifting Balance
With the ‘rises’ of Brazil, China and India and the renewed
assertiveness of Russia it has become common to characterise
the world as ‘multi-polar,’ even ‘non-polar.’ While there has
been some discussion as to what these changes mean for the
functioning of the institutions of global governance, there
has been scant attention to how the key protagonists view the
shifting balance of power.
This workshop was intended to begin addressing that issue
by inviting leading experts on the key countries to reflect on:
What power resources do the key protagonists have? In which
contexts do they and will they seek to exercise power? And to
what ends do/will they seek to wield it?
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There were presentations on the established powers – the
United States (John Dumbrell, Durham); the European
Union (Richard Whitman, Bath); and Japan (Hugo Dobson,
Sheffield) – the rising economic powers – Brazil (Paulo Sotero,
Woodrow Wilson International Centre for Scholars); China
(Shaun Breslin, Warwick); and India (Christian Wagner, SWP
– German Institute for International and Security Affairs)
– and the most prominent regional (and more) powers – Russia
(Andrei Tsygankov, San Francisco State) and South Africa
(Eduard Jordaan, Singapore Management University)
There was also a horizontal paper on the implications
of these shifts in power and preferences for existing global
governance structures by Michael Zürn (WZB – Social Science
Research Centre Berlin). Reflecting Glasgow’s breadth of
expertise most of the discussants were drawn from the
Department of Politics, although Yuka Kobayashi (SOAS)
discussed the paper on Japan.
Special Issue
The presentations and subsequent discussions were
informative and lively, yielding two useful reminders and one
core conclusion. The first reminder was that the decline of the
West, particularly the US, was widely predicted in the latter
part of the 1980s, but the early 1990s saw a resurgence. Thus,
there are dangers about extrapolating too strongly from current
trends. An interesting observation was that in 1980s western
decline was seen in absolute terms, where as now it is viewed
as relative, with the ‘rest’ rising rather than the West declining.
The second cautionary note was that the end of the Cold War
and the collapse of the Soviet Union profoundly altered the
global balance of power, but that shift did not fundamentally
recast the structures of global governance. This observation
reinforced the core conclusion of the workshop that the rising
powers are not primarily interested in changing the institutions
of global governance, but in having greater say within them.
Revised versions of the papers will be published in a
special issue of POLITICS in December.
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Political Insight Election Forecasts beat
Fleet Street’s Finest
The result of this year’s general election took the British press
by surprise. Most newspapers and periodicals had written
about the possibility of a hung parliament, but the majority
still predicted a Conservative majority. How Fleet Street’s finest
must wish they had heeded issue one of Political Insight before
making any election forecasts.
Writing in the first issue of Political Insight, the new magazine
from the Political Studies Association which was launched at
the Edinburgh conference in April, Professor Paul Whiteley
made the following prediction for the 2010 general election:
‘the Conservatives will win 291 seats, Labour 282 seats and the
Liberal Democrats 42.’ Professor Whiteley is the co-director of
the British Election Study and his forecast, based on a statistical
analysis of voter patterns, was much closer to the final result
than anything in the mainstream media.
Prescient Paul
Political Insight aims to present timely and interesting research
on politics and international studies to a broader audience than
traditional academic journals, and judging by issue one, the
new magazine is proving an impressive success.
As well as Professor Whiteley’s prescient, and remarkably
accurate, election prediction, the magazine’s first issue included
a short piece on what would happen in the event of a hung

parliament and a feature on the UK’s ageing society, the cost of
which has emerged as a significant post-election issue.
The magazine, which is published three times a year, has
also attracted a significant amount of interest from outside the
politics studies community and is proving an excellent vehicle
for academics looking to engage with the media. Muhammad
Idrees Ahmad, a sociologist at the University of Strathclyde,
appeared on Al Jazeera’s popular news programme Inside Story
after the show’s producers read his article on the Pakistani
Taliban in Political Insight’s first issue.
Emerging Debate
‘As well as showcasing the best in new research, ideas, and
opinions, Political Insight is a great place for academics to get
their work out to the widest possible audience,’ commented
the magazine’s editor, Peter Geoghegan. ‘The political world
is constantly changing and Political Insight is a great place for
Association members to contribute to, and even influence,
emerging debates and issues.
‘The wonderful reception Political Insight has received both
inside and outside the politics studies community shows the
relevance of the magazine for the Political Studies Association
and its members,’ he remarked before adding that submissions
and ideas from Political Studies Association members to the
new publication are welcome.

Left to Right: Charlie Jeffery, Conference Convenor; Paul Grice, Chief Executive of Scottish Parliament; Peter Geoghegan, Editor Political Insight; and
Ninfa Fuentes, Head of PSA Gradnet.
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2010 APSA Teaching and Learning Conference

Pictured from Left to Right: Steven Curtis (London Met); John Craig (Huddersfield); Matthew Wymann (Keele);
Henry Brady (APSA President) and Jon Parker (Keele).

Dr John Craig,

Teesside University
That political science education continues
to be a good public investment in hard
economic times was one of the key
messages to emerge from the 2010
American Political Science Association
Teaching and Learning Conference held
in Pennsylvania this February. The event
was attended by around two hundred and
fifty delegates including five academics
from UK universities: Steven Curtis
(London Met), Jon Parker and Matthew
Wyman (Keele), Katherine Brown (King’s,
London) and John Craig (Teesside).
The opening keynote address
was given by Bob Graham, the former
Senator and Governor of Florida, now
director of a centre for public service at
the University of Florida. Graham, who
has recently published America: The
Owner’s Manual which aims to provide a
guide to US government from a citizen’s
perspective, spoke on the important
role for political scientists in promoting
political activity and engagement in a
period of declining participation and
rising public scepticism.
Keynote
A further keynote was provided by
Professor Rogers Smith of the University
of Pennsylvania which has long been
a world leader in developing service
learning and community engagement
strategies. Beginning with a discussion
on the life of Socrates, Professor Smith
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argued that politics teaching has to both
encourage a questioning and critical
approach to systems of power while also
maintaining wider public appreciation
of the value of doing so. While this is
not necessarily easy to achieve, it is
nevertheless an essential balancing act
that needs to be undertaken. The themes
of both of these keynotes were also taken
up by speakers at the plenary panel
‘Teaching political science in hard times’
which explored how teaching in the
discipline might respond to challenges
including funding cuts, recession and
governmental views on the relative value
of science, technology and social science.

The conference was organised around
twelve themed tracks, which this year
included civic engagement; diversity,
inclusiveness and equality; graduate
education; using technology in the
classroom; internationalising the
curriculum; simulation and role play,
teaching political theory and teaching
research methods. Those attending the
conference from the UK were active
in giving papers and presenting at
workshops. Curtis, Parker, Wyman and
Craig led a session exploring quality
assurance and enhancement in the UK
which included discussion of the role
of C-SAP, the Politics and IR Subject
Benchmark and the operation of the
external examiner system. Parker and
Wyman also presented a paper reporting
their findings on patterns of assessment
on the first year of UK politics degrees,
while Craig gave a paper on politics
courses for local government employees.
Despite the region suffering one of
the worst snow falls on record during the
conference, delegates were able to enjoy
some of the historical and cultural life of
the city, with many visiting Independence
Hall, in which both the Declaration of
Independence and the US constitution
were written, and sampling the delights
of Pennsylvanian Dutch baking. A full
report of the conference proceeding is due
to appear in the APSA journal PS in July.

Newly elected Academicians

David Sanders, Essex University

James Mitchell, University of Strathclyde
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Association Develops Global Reach
Association Welcomes International
Participants to Edinburgh 2010

The 60th Anniversary Edinburgh
Conference featured papers from
sponsored participants from across the
world. Pictured above is Terrell Carver
welcoming arrivals at registration:
Professor Jinwoo Choi, past president of
the Korean Political Science Association,
and Professor Yeong-ran Park. Both are
based at Hanyang University in Seoul.
Internationalisation is a major goal of the
Political Studies Association and funds
are allocated strategically to promote this.
Links with Argentina

Links with Major Chinese Universities

The Association is also committed to
expanding its international connections
with China. For the 60th Anniversary
Conference, the Association sponsored
presenters and delegates from Nanjing
University, one of China’s provincial
powerhouses. Pictured at the conference
are (left to right) are Qingfei Shang,
Chuanping Zhang, Rungao Yao, Terrell
Carver, and Zhengdong Tang.
The Chinese professors of politics
are all based at the Centre for the Study
of Marxist Social Theory.
Conference features Special Panel on East
Asian Regionalism

Innovative International Panel

The International Relations Subcommittee sponsored participants for an
innovative panel on ‘Democratisation in
Comparative Perspective’ for the 60th
Anniversary Conference at Edinburgh.
Presenters (left to right) were Rogerio
Schlegel, University of Sao Paulo, Brazil;
Rabab El Mahdi, American University
in Cairo, Egypt; Benjamin Temkin,
UNAM and FLACSO, Mexico City. The
International Relations Sub-committee
has focused in particular on emerging
economies and varieties of democratic
perspectives and struggles in setting up
comparative panels with international
participants.
Association Welcomes ‘Team APISA’

Terrell Carver, the Political Studies
Association’s Sub-committee Chair for
International Relations, has also been
building links with political scientists in
Argentina, beginning at the University of
Buenos Aires. At the 60th Anniversary
Edinburgh Conference, the Association
sponsored panelists Claudia Hilb, Matias
Sirczuk, and Nicolas Cherny. Carver
is pictured abover, with (left to right)
Dolores Amat, Nicolas Cherny, and
Marcus Novaro, from UBA. Professor
Novaro is a noted expert on Argentine
politics, and the Association hopes to
welcome him to the 2011 Conference in
London, along with Dolores Amat, PhD
student, currently studying jointly at UBA
and the University of Paris.
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Internationalising perspectives on
politics is a major Association goal. At
the Edinburgh Conference in April, the
Association sponsored presenters for a
special panel on East Asian Regionalism.
Pictured (left to right) are Yugang Chen,
from Fudan University in Shanghai,
China; Kitti Prasirtsuk,from Thammasat
University in Bangkok, Thailand; and
Min Shu, from Waseda University, Tokyo,
Japan.
Professor Prasirtsuk will be
working with Professor Terrell Carver
to organise a sponsored panel on a
topical issue in Asian regional politics
for the Association’s 2011 Conference in
London.

The Association is also working with a
number of political science associations
internationally, prominently among
them APISA, the Asian Politics &
International Studies Association. Under
a sponsorship arrangement, APISA has
chosen scholars in Asia to present their
research at our conferences, including the
Edinburgh 60th Anniversary event. The
Association’s Terrell Carver is shown here
welcoming APSA delegates Eun Mee Kim
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and Brendan Howe (lower right and lower
left), both of Ewha Womans University
in Seoul, Korea, and Julio Teehankee
(lower row centre) and Allen Surla (right
rear), both from De la Salle University in
Manila, The Philippines.
The arrangement is reciprocal,
and support is available for Association
members to attend the next APISA
Congress, to be held in 2011.
Association on the Move in Mexico City

The Association is working to expand
the connections in political science
between the UK and Latin America. The
International Relations Sub-committee
is pursuing sponsorship and exchange
with UNAM, the national university
in Mexico City, and with the branch
of FLACSO there, the major centre in
Latin America for graduate studies in
the social sciences. Terrell is pictured
here meeting with Benjamin Temkin

of FLACSO, discussing forward plans
and possibilities. The Politcal Studies
Association sponsored Professor Temkin
to speak on the ‘turn to the left’ in
Latin American politics at the 60th
Anniversary Conference in Edinburgh.
The Association is anxious
to capitalise on the presence of
members abroad in furthering the
internationalisation of our conference
and other activities. Benjamin Arditi,
long-time Association member, currently
works at UNAM in Mexico City, and
is pictured below (left) with Carver
(right) meeting with Marta Lamas
(centre), widely noted feminist scholar
and activist. The Association hopes to
welcome Professor Lamas to the 2011
Conference in London. Carver will be
involving the Association’s Women &
Politics Specialist Group in discussions
beforehand in order to make maximum
use of the Political Studies Association’s
resources.

Association Links with Mexican NGO

The Association is also expanding the
range of its international connections
to include recent PhDs who work for
NGOs and can present papers at Political
Studies Association conferences. Terrell
is pictured here with Dr Artemisa
Montes-Sylvan, Executive Director of
Observatorio Mexicano de la Crisis. The
Observatory’s analyses present a broad
perspective on crises with political, social
and environmental implications, and
provide information for researchers,
government officials, NGOs, the business
community and the general public.
The Association will be sponsoring Dr
Montes-Sylvan to present her work at
the Political Studies Association London
Conference 19th - 21st April 2011.

Ethical Socialism and the Trade Unions: Allan Flanders
and the Reform of British Industrial Relations,
London: Routledge 2010
John Kelly
Allan Flanders was a British industrial
relations academic whose ideas exerted
a major influence on government labour
policy in the 1960s and 1970s. But as
well as being an Oxford academic with
a strong interest in industrial relations
theory and labour reform, he was also
a lifelong political activist. Originally
trained in German revolutionary ethical
socialism in the early 1930s, he was
the founder and joint editor of Socialist
Commentary, the leading outlet for
‘revisionist’ social democratic thinking in
Britain in the 1950s and 1960s. He was
also the leading figure in the influential
1950s ‘think tank’ Socialist Union and
played a key part in the bitter factional
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struggles inside the Labour Party.
The main argument of the book
is that Flanders’ ethical socialist ideas
constituted both his strength and
his weakness. Their rigor, clarity and
sweep enabled him to exert a major
influence over government attempts
to negotiate labour reforms with the
trade unions. Yet he proved unable
to explain the failure of the reforms
amidst rising levels of industrial conflict,
as his intellectual precision turned
into ideological rigidity. The failure
of negotiated reform ultimately led to
Margaret Thatcher’s neo-liberal assault
on trade union power in the 1980s.
The book is the subject of a
roundtable at the upcoming APSA
meeting in Washington this Autumn.
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Is there a European Model of Governance?

Wyn Grant addresses the opening event of the conference at the European Commission’s offices in Luxembourg

Wyn Grant

Warwick University
The International Political Science
Association (IPSA) has developed a policy
of holding smaller, mid-term conferences
between its triennial congresses. The latest
of these was held in Luxembourg from
18th to 20th March at the invitation of

the recently formed Luxembourg Political
Science Association, an appropriate setting
given that the Grand Duke and Duchess of
Luxembourg are probably the only ruling
monarchs in Europe to hold degrees in
political science.
The general theme involved
exploring whether there is a distinctive
European model of governance and

whether it has any relevance for other
regions in the world. This necessarily
involved an exploration of what we
understand by governance, a theme
pursued in a panel chaired by Guy
Peters. The concept of Europeanisation
also received examination in one of the
three hour sessions which permitted a
thorough exploration of concepts and data.
A number of IPSA Research Committees
were actively involved in sponsoring
panels. The 200 participants found the
event to be very worthwhile.
As joint academic convenor, I was
aware that we had far more applications
for panels and papers than we were able to
cope with. This suggests that future midterm conferences need to be on a bigger
scale and at the first IPSA-ECPR joint
conference to be held in Sao Paulo, Brazil
in 2011 we are planning on attracting 700800 participants.

Philipp Krause
awarded Prize for
Best Paper

Toni Haastrup, PhD student in Politics and International Relations, Edinburgh and team member at
the Association’s Conference in April
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Philipp Krause, PhD student in
the Department of Government at
the London School of Economics,
was awarded the Executive Politics
and Governance specialist group’s
prize for the best paper by a young
career researcher presented at the
Assocation’s annual conference in
Edinburgh.
His paper was on ‘The political
and cultural determinants of
finance ministry control over public
spending’.
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More Than Two Camps in the West: In Theory at Least!

Dr. Bridget Cotter

University of Westminster
With the help of an overseas conference
grant from the Political Studies
Association, I attended the Western
Political Science Association annual
conference at the Hyatt Regency in San
Francisco in early April. As a political
theorist, I was keen to peruse the
offerings of other theorists. My own
interests lie in the history of intellectuals
and political ideas, so I often find it
hard to locate a niche for myself at
conferences. My preconceived notions
of American political theory were that
it is mainly made up of two camps. On
the one hand, the more conventional
analytical theory that seeks to offer
models for explaining and predicting
political behaviour whilst avoiding all
normative judgements, and, on the other
hand, the critical theory camp with its
penchant for post-modernist language
and multidisciplinarity. However, I
was pleasantly surprised by the size
and scope of what I found amongst the
conference-going political theorists of
the American academy.
Kid in Sweet Shop
Though only a regional Political Studies
Association (covering the western states
and provinces of the USA and Canada),
there were over 1000 participants and
318 panels, each containing four or
five papers. Panels were organised by
24 different themed sections with a
wide range of interests: Comparative
Politics, Legislative Politics, International
Relations, Media and Political
Communications, Environmental
Politics, Politics and Sexuality, Public
Policy, and Local Politics to name but
a few. Most sections hosted from 5-20
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panels, but by far the largest offering
– an impressive 80 panels – came
from the Political Theory Section,
and a further 15 from a section called
“Environmental Political Theory”, all of
which left me feeling like the proverbial
kid in a sweet shop. I was later told by
a regular participant that this was by
far the best American conference for
theorists, a claim evidenced by the fact
that section chairs came from as far
away as Chicago and New York.
Further, the scope of the theory on
offer was broad. The panel on Hannah
Arendt where I was placed was (aside
from myself) populated by very young
postmodernist graduate students, and
chaired by a young lecturer openly
hostile to Arendt. He began his postpresentation discussion by praising my
three co-panelists for not succumbing
to the kind of Arendt scholarship
that focuses on “an almost Talmudic
interpretation of what Arendt meant”,
and how it was so much better to “push
Arendt around instead of being pushed
around by her”. This was exactly the
attitude toward the study of intellectual
history that I had been expecting, since
these days it is more acceptable – and
in fact expected - to use theorists for
“projects”.
Key Concepts
I may have ended with a very one-sided
view indeed of American political theory
had it not been for the other panels I
attended, which demonstrated political
theory being practised in all its many
forms from incredibly erudite and
unembarrassed efforts to pick apart
meanings in canonical texts to the use
of theorists for solving problems in
contemporary politics, to the use of
theory to examine the meaning of key
concepts such as democracy. These
different approaches to political theory
and the hostility of some forms to others
brought back a perennial question
for me: what’s it all for? What is the
usefulness and what are the purposes
of interpretive and normative theory?
A roundtable on ‘Genres of Political
Theory’ examined this question in
an admirably candid fashion, where
theorists tried to characterise and locate
political theory as pedagogy and as an
activity of research, writing and thinking.

As one participant observed, “political
theory is under siege and our discussion
here is all part of an attempt to show
our relevance to a shrinking academy”.
This was the closest any of the panels
I attended came to addressing the
theme of the conference: “Politics in the
Maelstrom of Global Economic Crisis”.
Crossing a Picket
In this vein, one of the most
enlightening talks I went to was not
delivered by an academic at all. Mike
Casey, the President of the local branch
of the hotel workers union “Unite Here”
gave the WPSA Pi Sigma Alpha Lecture.
He spoke passionately and informatively
of their struggle to get the most basic
of workers rights – to be allowed to
form a union without harassment
from management, and then to achieve
bearable working conditions and pay.
Their next target is the Hyatt Regency
itself. This was the most glaring evidence
of the need for political thinking and
action during the economic “maelstrom”
we are all experiencing. Unfortunately,
as APSA 2011 is taking place at the Hyatt
Regency in San Antonio, Texas, I won’t
be attending. Of all the benefits one gets
from a conference, I can’t think of any
worth crossing a picket line for.

Freedom of
Information Offer for
Association Members
We are pleased to offer a 20%
discount on Freedom of Information
for members of the Political Studies
Association.
Here’s how to claim the 20%
discount:
❖G
 o to www.ashgate.com/freedom20
❖A
 dd Freedom of Information to
your basket by pressing the Add to
Basket button.
❖O
 nce you enter the checkout stage
enter the discount code S1DBE20
into the box marked Promotional
Code.
❖P
 ress the Update Basket button and
you will see the discount applied to
this title in your basket.
This offer is valid until 31st July 2010.
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Busy and Exciting Time for Women and Politics
Rainbow Murray
(Queen Mary) and
Kristi Winters (Birkbeck)

Convenors, Women and Politics Group
The past year has been a busy and
exciting year for the Political Studies
Association’s Women and Politics
group. Our group has seen a number
of developments, such as strengthening
our links with sister groups in
international organisations, and hosting
exciting events. We have modified our
subscription so that members can now
receive the leading APSA journal Politics
& Gender as part of their membership
package. We also welcome new coconvenor Kristi Winters (Birkbeck), who
joined Rainbow Murray as co-convenor
in February 2010.
One of our developments has
been to work more closely with the
ECPR Gender and Politics section. In
January 2009, they organised the first
European Conference on Politics and
Gender, which was held at Queen’s
University Belfast and attended by more
than 300 people. The conference was an
enormous success and, at our reception,
we presented the winner of the 2008
undergraduate essay competition with
her prize.
Biennial Conference
We can always be found at the
Association and EPOP conferences
(normally with biscuits in tow). And in
February 2010, we held our biennial
international conference, ‘Shifting
Agendas’, hosted by the Department of
Politics at the University of Manchester.
The theme of the conference
highlighted the range of research
gaining ground in the discipline in areas
of diversity and intersectionality. The
two US-based keynote speakers, Profs.
Paisley Currah (City University New
York) and Wendy Smooth (Ohio State
University), offered accounts of the ways
in which policy studies and political
theory operationalise and inform our
understanding of intersectionality.
Prof. Currah, America’s leading
expert on public policies and laws
regulating the lives of transgendered
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From left: Wendy Smooth, Ohio; Peter Allen, Prizewinner; and Paisley Currah, CUNY at the Shifting Agendas
Conference, Manchester, February 2010

citizens, reflected on recent debates in
New York city and state government and
the intricate policy questions arising
from fixed notions of gender identity
and family practices. Prof. Smooth
contextualised the development of
intersectionality as originally theorized
by African-American feminists, and
offered pragmatic ways in which political
science can learn from and integrate
intersectionality as a frame for both
empirical and theoretical research.
At the reception after the conference,
the two keynote speakers awarded our
undergraduate essay prize to the 2009
winner, Peter Allen (pictured above).
Sexuality and Politics
Over twenty-five papers written by
academics from the UK, Spain, Austria,
Sweden, Germany, Belgium, France
and Mongolia added detail to the
ways in which gender and sexuality
are constructed through, and inform
the construction of, politics in policy
internationally. Arising from a number
of papers and subsequent discussions
were concerns over the state of
feminism and questions about the
political and social role of women as
understood by conservative or rightwing parties in Europe. These were of

particular interest as the UK election
season approached. Similarly, the
emergence of sexuality and politics as a
key area of political science research was
reflected in the large number of papers
addressing a range of UK and European
policies regulating sexuality such as civil
partnership, local government, health
policy, ID cards, asylum seeking and
ageing. The growth of research interest
in this political science field is reflected
in the establishment of the Sexuality and
Politics Section by APSA.
Andrew Russell of the Political Studies
Association executive spoke to the
Women and Politics group about the
upcoming REF and the need to publicise
gender and diversity research. The
subsequent discussion reiterated the
commitment to clarifying the need
for such research to be recognised
as mainstream and, in fact, leading
the discipline into the future. Our
international conference signals the
solidity of gender research in the UK
and the international respect for UK
scholarship in gender and sexuality. We
would like to thank everyone involved in
the team at Manchester, and especially
Angelia Wilson, for all their work in
making this event such a success.
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2010 General Election
More recently, our group has followed
the (unacceptably small) role of women
in the 2010 General Election. We
supported an event organised by the
University of Bristol, in conjunction
with Bristol Fawcett Society, entitled
“What about Women?”. This event
was held at Bristol City Council, and
speakers included Dr Lisa Harrison,
University of the West of England; Sarah
Childs, University of Bristol; Helen
Mott from Bristol Fawcett; Adeela Shafi,
Conservative Candidate for Bristol
East; Kerry McCarthy, sitting Labour
MP and Candidate for Bristol East;
Barbara Janke, Leader of the Liberal
Democrat Group and Leader of Bristol
City Council; and Ricky Knight, Green
Candidate for Bristol West. This free
public meeting was well attended,
with questions covering a diverse

range of topics including the feminist
ideology; recognising marriage (& civil
partnerships) in the tax system; the
gender pay gap and pay inequality;
welfare reform and how to finance it;
women in prison; and how to address
media representations of women – not
least the “Blair’s Babes / Cameron’s
Cuties” approach to women in politics.
Coalition Cabinet
Following the election, our group has
been very active in commenting on the
low number of women in the coalition
Cabinet. Drawing on the research
expertise of our members, we have taken
a pro-active role in explaining the causes
and consequences of a male-dominated
Cabinet. At the time of writing, our
group published the lead letter in
The Times, and Rainbow Murray was
interviewed on BBC Radio 5 Live and

Edinburgh Conference looks at
Conservatives under Cameron
In April, at the Annual Conference
of the Political Studies Association
in Edinburgh, the Association’s
specialist group on Conservatives
and Conservatism (aka C&C) ran two
panels and a roundtable. The panels
covered the Conservatives under
Cameron and a discussion of books,
recent and classic, on the Party, which
we called ‘Writing the Tory Story’. The
roundtable, featuring Robert Hazell of
the Constitution Unit, John Peet, Europe
Editor of the Economist, Jonathan Isaby

of Conservative Home, and Mats Persson
of the think-tank, Open Europe, was
chaired by Tim Bale, and discussed the
prospects for the UK’s relationship with
Europe under a Cameron government
(see photo).
We also held our first AGM,
during which we discussed future plans,
including a possible conference on the
new Conservative/Liberal Democrat
government. Anyone interested should
contact the convenor, Tim Bale, Sussex
University (t.p.bale@sussex.ac.uk).

From Left to Right: Mats Persson, John Peet, Tim Bale, Robert Hazell and Jonathan Isaby
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BBC London. Other members have also
been busy; for example, Joni Lovenduski
(Birkbeck) spoke to the Smith Institute
and wrote a piece for the Mail on Sunday.
Looking to the future, our group
will have a presence at the forthcoming
EPOP and Political Studies Association
conferences, as well as at the second
European Conference on Politics and
Gender. We continue to support our
members through a range of services.
We always welcome new members, and
our membership is open to two distinct
groups: anyone (male or female) working
on any area of gender and politics; and
women academics in the discipline,
whatever their research area. We are
currently looking for hosts for our 2012
international conference – please contact
us if you would be interested in getting
involved. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Politics of Property
1st Conference

James Penner and Laura Brace

The Politics of Property Specialist Group
met at the Annual Conference for the first
time in Edinburgh. We took advantage
of the new format to run five linked
panels on property themes. The topics
covered included slavery, co-housing,
home ownership, Labour’s welfare
reforms, the ownership of knowledge
and first occupancy as well as theories
of property in the work of Arendt,
Smith, Fichte, Caird and Rousseau. It
was a genuinely inter-disciplinary panel
(with lawyers and economists as well as
political scientists) and truly international
(with speakers from Germany and the
U.S.). Our next big undertaking is a
European-wide conference on ‘Property
and Inheritance’ to be held at the Hanse
Wissenschaftskolleg in northern Germany
in September, 2010.
Details of all our activities can be
found at our website:
www.politicsofporperty.org.uk.
We always welcome new members.
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‘The Politics of Britishness’

Bristol 2010: Dr Andy Mycock, Dr Ben Wellings, Gerry Hassan, Professor Bhihku Parekh,
Professor Michael Hechter

Members of the Political Studies
Association Britishness Specialist Group
have contributed to the publication of a
special edition of Parliamentary Affairs.
The volume, co-edited by Dr Catherine
McGlynn and Dr Andy Mycock (both
University of Huddersfield), provides a
ground-breaking study of the ‘politics of
Britishness’ across the United Kingdom,
Europe and the Commonwealth. It
identifies a number of ‘blindspots’ in
debates about Britishness, with politicians
such as Gordon Brown and David
Cameron often overlooking key groups.
In particular, the volume highlights that
the ‘politics of Britishness’ is shaped by
who can and cannot be accommodated,
with deep divergence in the borders of
inclusion across the UK.
Consistently Omitted
Some areas, such Northern
Ireland and the Commonwealth,
are consistently omitted by those
articulating a renewed understanding
of Britishness. Furthermore, there is
scant acknowledgement of the variable
relevance of Britishness across the UK
and elsewhere. The volume opens up
debates about Britishness by shifting
focus and offering a more generous
understanding of the scope and
importance of British and other national
identities. A further special journal
involving group members is planned for
next year exploring the ‘Party Politics of
Identity’.
Catherine McGlynn and Andy
Mycock coordinated the editing of
the volume and also organised an
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editorial workshop in January 2009 at
Huddersfield, generously funded by
the Political Studies Association, where
contributors presented drafts of each
paper. New recruit to the Politics team
at Huddersfield, Dr Richard Hayton, was
discussant at the workshop and Professor
Andrew Geddes (University of Sheffield)
also provided valuable commentary on
the contributions to the volume.
Draws on Expertise
The volume drew heavily on the expertise
with the Britishness Specialist Group,
with authors including Professor Tariq
Modood (University of Bristol), Professor
Jonathan Tonge (University of Liverpool),
Dr Jonathan Bradbury (University of
Swansea), Dr Rhys Andrews (University
of Cardiff), Dr Murray Leith (University
of the West of Scotland), Dr Varun Uberoi
(University of Oxford), Professor Jim
McAuley and Dr Chris Gifford (both
University of Huddersfield).
Short commentary articles linked
to the volume have also been published
on the leading political internet site,
Open Democracy, and a round table
on the volume was recently held at the
Political Studies Association 60th annual
conference in Edinburgh.
Timely Review
The Britishness Specialist Group also
organised three well-attended panels and
two ‘meet the author’ sessions at the
annual conference. The first involved
Professor Michael Hechter discussing
his seminal volume, Internal Colonialism,
with a panel including Professor Murray

Pittock (University of Glasgow), Dr Tom
Hennessey (Canterbury Christ Church
University), Dr Andy Mycock and chair
Dr Murray Leith. A paper was also
submitted to this panel by Professor
Arthur Aughey (University of Ulster) who
was not able to attend the conference.
The second sessions titled ‘The Parekh
Report: Ten Years On’ provided
opportunity for its author, Professor
Bhihku Parekh, to consider its impact
and legacy with a panel including head of
the Runnymede Trust, Dr Rob Berkeley,
Professor Bill Miller (University of
Glasgow) and Varun Uberoi. The session
was chaired by Professor Jon Tonge and
drew a large audience who were involved
in this timely review of a key contribution
to debates about Britishness, identity and
citizenship.
For further details about this
publication and the activities of the
Britishness Specialist Group, please
contact Dr Andy Mycock on 01484
472816 or email: a.j.mycock@hud.ac.uk

Media and Politics
Specialist Group
Conference 2010
This year’s MPG conference
will be on 4th - 5th November at
Loughborough University. We
are delighted to be hosting the
event in conjunction with the
Political Communication Research
Committee of the International
Political Science Association.
Professor Liesbet van Zoonen is a
confirmed plenary speaker.
Prospective speakers are
encouraged to submit paper
proposals dealing with specific
national or comparative cases
addressing any aspect of political
communication, journalism, new
media, policy developments or other
related issues.
Offers and other queries
should be addressed to conference
administrator Emily Harmer at
E.Harmer@lboro.ac.uk.
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German Politics
Group
The German Politics Specialist Group
was present with two panels at this year’s
annual Political Studies Association
conference in Edinburgh. Both panels
were jointly organised with the IASGP
(International Association for the Study
of German Politics) and discussed the
German Federal Election of 2009 and
Germany in the EU-27.
This year’s German Politics Specialist
Group workshop will take place in
Durham on 24th September 2010
and will revolve around the theme
of cosmopolitanism with a view to
publishing contributions in a special
issue. The theoretical and methodological
debate surrounding cosmopolitanism
is relatively new, but it raises important
issues about our empirical focus
on German politics and how we
can incorporate the global and the
transnational, but also the ethical and the
normative aspects of cosmopolitanism
into the work of German politics
specialists. If you would like to find out
more, please contact
claire.sutherland@durham.ac.uk or
ruth.wittlinger@durham.ac.uk

Among the awards presented at the Annual Dinner of the Association’s Annual Conference in April was one for
the outstanding contribution to UK political studies made by Professor Frank Bealey, one of the founder members
of the Association at its first conference in Oxford in 1950.

‘Mythos Deutschland’
This year also saw the launch of
Austausch, a new peer-reviewed
interdisciplinary electronic journal for
German Studies which will be published
biannually under the auspices of the
School of Government and International
Affairs at Durham University.
The aim of this new journal is to bring
together postgraduates from different
disciplines concerned with German
Studies and provide a platform for peerreviewed publications and to establish
an academic network, encouraging
exchange between students, scholars,
and institutions with a shared interest in
German Studies.
The inaugural issue will be published
in spring 2011 on the theme ‘Mythos
Deutschland’. For further info, please
contact the editors at editor.austausch@
googlemail.com
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Executive Committee Member, Dr Jacqui Briggs, leads tributes to Professor Frank Bealey and describes him as
‘inspirational’.

14/06/2010 16:05:30

18 Conference 2010

As the Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom
celebrates its diamond jubilee, its Treasurer John Benyon finds that
the future looks bright.

Looking Forward to a Bright Future

The Political Studies Association and Wiley-Blackwell celebrate the Association’s 60th Anniversary and the launch of Political Insight with an extension to their long
established publishing partnership. From left: Ealasaid Munro, Rachel Smith, Rachel O’Connor and John Benyon.

The Political Studies Association’s
60th annual conference, which took
place from 29th March to 1st April in
Edinburgh, was the largest ever. There
were over 270 panels, with 800 papers,
and 1,080 participants including 119
from overseas drawn from 51 different
countries ranging from Argentina
and Australia to India, Japan, and the
Ukraine.
From Small Beginnings
The Association has come a long way
since its first conference in March 1950
when around 50 academics from 12
universities met at the LSE. Then, the
subject was small with teaching and
research focusing on the traditional areas
of political theory and philosophy, British
politics and politics in other countries,
public administration, and international
relations.
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In those early days it must have seemed
unlikely that political studies would
develop in the ways that it has. Today,
there are at least 1,900 staff in over
90 departments and the membership
of the Political Studies Association has
increased 18-fold over its 60 years. In
the early 1950s there were around 100
members and this rose to some 600
in 1975 and 930 in 1999. The current
membership, reached at the end of 2009,
is 1,780 including graduate students.
Increased Popularity
Undergraduate numbers have also
increased considerably, particularly in
the last ten years. Figures from UCAS
show that there were 14,946 applications
to study politics in 2000 and this had
nearly doubled to 29,258 by 2009. In
2000 there were 2,741 acceptances and
by 2009 that had risen by 90 per cent to

5,210. Postgraduate numbers have also
risen apace.
Among the reasons advanced for
the increasing popularity of political
studies are the impact of the 9/11 attacks,
terrorism, the Iraq and Afghanistan
wars, globalisation, democratisation,
environmentalism, devolution, growing
inequalities and injustice. Many politics
departments are able to offer optional
courses on an array of fascinating subject
areas attracting good students who want
to specialise.
Another factor may be the good
employability record of politics graduates
reported by HEFCE. Many employers
value the skills acquired by politics
students, such as the collection and
analysis of data, critical evaluation of
information and arguments, and effective
communication.
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Diamond Jubilee
Books
 s part of the 60th anniversary
A
celebrations, three new books have
been specially written:
❖N
 ew Directions in Political Science
edited by Colin Hay. This has been
published by Palgrave Macmillan
and everyone who attended the
2010 Edinburgh conference
received a free copy.

Alberto Bitonti, Rome and Claudia Mariotti, Rome attending the Postgraduate Conference in Edinburgh

diversity in approaches and methods,
the review found great strengths in
sub-disciplines including political
theory, electoral studies, international
studies, European Union studies,
political economy, public policy and
administration and comparative and

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Pellentesque eget ultricies
turpis. Nullam sapien sapien, facilisis sed tristique sed, lobortis in lorem. Nulla
lobortis eleifend lectus. Vivamus vitae sodales massa. Donec nec elit sed magna
pretium convallis ac et nunc. In tincidunt posuere dapibus. Phasellus aliquam,
tellus eu porttitor bibendum, mauris felis porttitor libero, sit amet volutpat neque
risus sed enim. Proin vitae lacus lacus. Vivamus malesuada ullamcorper leo sit
aliquet at, dictum sit amet enim. Mauris ultricies vestibulum augue, et rhoncus
mauris faucibus at. Curabitur sed varius mauris. In eget faucibus est. Maecenas
eget ligula id augue tristique vestibulum et ac purus. Quisque semper auctor tortor,
eget dignissim est elementum eget. Integer vitae dui et ante cursus tempor. Etiam
imperdiet euismod velit, vel sodales ligula porttitor sit amet.
arcu, ultricies eget pretium vel, blandit sit amet erat. Nulla facilisi. Etiam ligula
lacus, iaculis ultricies aliquet eget, volutpat vel urna. In viverra tellus eget felis
molestie ultricies. Ut vitae massa nibh. Maecenas lectus mauris, tristique ac Duis
nec mauris ipsum. Proin vitae lacus lacus. Vivamus malesuada ullamcorper leo sit
amet blandit. Quisque semper auctor tortor, eget dignissim est elementum eget.
Integer vitae dui et ante cursus tempor. Etiam imperdiet euismod velit, vel sodales
ligula porttitor sit amet. Nunc et volutpat nunc. Duis purus massa, ultrices quis
aliquet at, dictum sit amet enim. Mauris ultricies vestibulum augue, et rhoncus
mauris faucibus at. Curabitur sed varius mauris. Quisque semper auctor tortor,
eget dignissim est elementum eget. Integer vitae dui et ante cursus tempor. Etiam
imperdiet euismod velit, vel sodales ligula porttitor sit amet.

Paul Kelly Nulla ullamcorper adipiscing odio, vitae porttitor purus varius in.
Curabitur turpis arcu, ultricies eget pretium vel, blandit sit amet erat. Nulla facilisi.
Etiam ligula lacus, iaculis ultricies aliquet eget, volutpat vel urna. In viverra tellus
eget felis molestie ultricies. Ut vitae massa nibh. Maecenas lectus mauris, tristique
ac molestie tincidunt, ultricies nec lorem. Phasellus faucibus venenatis
elementum. Duis nec mauris ipsum. Proin vitae lacus lacus. Vivamus malesuada
ullamcorper leo sit amet blandit. Quisque semper auctor tortor, eget dignissim est
elementum

Front Cover Illustration Graham Sutherland, A Foundry: Hot Metal has been
Poured into a Mould and Inflammable Gas is Rising, 1941-2, crayon and gouache on
paper, 918 x 1092 mm. © Tate, London 2008.

Diamond Jubilee Events
A number of special events are taking
place as part of the 60th anniversary
celebrations:
❖T
 he 2010 annual international
conference was a ‘very special’ one.
As described elsewhere, it was held
in Edinburgh and was attended by
nearly 1,100 people from 51 different
countries. The Association’s
prizes were awarded at the special
conference dinner, including a
lifetime achievement award given
to Professor Frank Bealey, who was
present at the inaugural meeting of
the Association in 1950.
❖T
 he 2010 awards ceremony will be
a dinner held in London on 30th
November. It is planned that awards
will be made to academics and
researchers, journalists, politicians,
satirists and others.
❖W
 ork is underway on the 2010
annual lecture, organised jointly
with the Hansard Society, which will
take place in the autumn.
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❖T
 he 2010 heads of department
conference will take place on
30th November before the awards
ceremony.
❖T
 he Association’s new magazinestyle journal, Political Insight,
was launched at the Edinburgh
conference and will be published
three times a year with all members
receiving a free copy.
❖A
 poll on Political Songs has been
organised with the New Statesman
with a podcast of the songs available
to download.
❖A
 special issue of Political Studies on
‘Innovation and Dialogue in Political
Science’ has been published.
❖A
 special issue of Politics will be
published on ‘Perspectives on the
Changing Global Balance of Power’.
❖A
 new edition of Political Studies UK
will be published later in 2010.
❖A
 special 60th Anniversary Booklet
will be published to coincide with
the awards ceremony.

British Political Theory in the Twentieth Century Edited by Paul Kelly

British Political Theory
in the Twentieth Century

Robust Good Health
Research in political studies is also
flourishing. In 2007 the ESRC’s
international benchmarking review of
UK politics and international studies
produced a highly positive report.
Drawing attention to the discipline’s

❖B
 ritish Political Theory in the
Twentieth Century edited by Paul
Kelly. This volume contains a 
selection of writings from seminal
figures in British political
		theory and has
British Political Theory
in the Twentieth Century
been published
by WileyBlackwell. All
members of
the Association
have received a
free copy.
Edited by Paul Kelly

❖D
 evelopment of a Discipline: The
History of the Political Studies
Association authored by Wyn
Grant. This book traces the
history of the Association to
reveal the changing nature of
the study of politics in the UK
and the development of UK
higher education. The book will
be published by Wiley-Blackwell
and will launched at the Awards
Dinner on 30th November 2010.
All members will receive a copy.

certain area studies. The review found
there was an under-representation of
women and ethnic minorities in the
discipline but overall it was in ‘robust
good health’.
Plenty in Reserve
The growth and strength of the discipline
is reflected in the fortunes of the Political
Studies Association. Its income in 2009
was nearly £850,000 and its reserves are
approaching £1 million. Membership and
activities have increased greatly and it has
just launched Political Insight – its fifth
journal. A big occasion each year is the
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Association’s Awards Ceremony where
winners include leading academics as well
as politicians, journalists, satirists and
others. An annual lecture is organised
jointly with the Hansard Society and the
Association has taken on an advocacy role
and responds to national consultations.
The Association also has an impressive
award-winning website.
Reciprocal Relations
Reflecting the diversity of research
interests, the Association has over 40
specialist research groups. These cover a
wide variety of topics such as anarchism,
art and politics, British idealism, sport
and politics, security and intelligence and
state theory. There are specialist groups
on the politics of various other countries
and regions and political leadership,
marketing and representation and on
women and politics and elections, public
opinion and parties.
The Association is developing
reciprocal relations with kindred bodies
elsewhere including Brazil, Hong Kong,
Japan, South Korea, Thailand, Ireland,
the United States and Vietnam. It is
also giving its support to smaller and
emerging professional bodies through a
newly-formed Europe-wide confederation
of similar associations.
The Future’s Bright
As it celebrates its Diamond Jubilee,
the Political Studies Association finds
itself in a virtuous circle of higher
income, growing activities, additional
publications, increased professionalism,
better international links, a heightened
reputation and profile, and a rising
membership.
Like the Association, the study
of politics is also in rude health in the
United Kingdom. Applications to study
for undergraduate and postgraduate
degrees are rising each year and the
excellence of UK politics research, and
its relevance and impact, are widely
acknowledged in the UK and around the
world. It is difficult to disagree with the
view of the ESRC international panel in
2007 that political studies ‘has a very
bright future indeed in the UK’.
John Benyon is Professor of Political Studies
at the University of Leicester where he is
Director of Research in the Institute of
Lifelong Learning. He is Treasurer of the
Political Studies Association.
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An American Political Science View of the
Political Studies Association at Sixty

Delightful Experience in
Edinburgh
complete with a newsworthy speaker
in Scottish First Minister Alex
Salmond (I’d just seen him on the
BBC before heading to the event).
Furthermore, a special book entitled
New Directions in Political Science
(edited by Colin Hay) had just been
published and was being distributed to
all participants at the meeting.

Jane Junn
Arriving from Los Angeles for the
Political Studies Association 60th
annual meeting, I was met with the
shock of snow and the brilliant beauty
of Edinburgh. This was my first trip
to Scotland and my first ever to the
annual conference of the Political
Studies Association of the United
Kingdom, and it was a delightful
experience all around.
Impressed on All Fronts
I am a Vice-President of the American
Political Science Association, and was
asked by this year’s President, Henry
Brady of the University of California
Berkeley, to attend in his stead. Just
two years earlier, I’d been the cochair of the APSA annual meeting
held in Boston, Massachusetts
– America’s largest ‘college town’
and a favourite location of political
scientists. I was curious to see how
the Political Studies Association of
the UK organised itself, interested to
hear about research and perspectives
presented at the panels, and keen to
meet fellow political researchers.
I came away impressed on all fronts.
The meeting ran like clockwork,
and ended with an elegant dinner

Wonderful Interaction
I attended panels addressing the
future of political studies, another on
perceptions of threat in international
relations (with special emphasis
on North Korea), and one on the
forthcoming British elections. Each
was a fascinating discussion plus
back-and-forth among panellists and
members of the audience. What struck
me most, however, was the ability of
scholars to speak across traditional
sub-disciplinary lines as well as their
willingness to engage the larger
theoretical and normative issues at
stake.
While the panels were intellectually
rewarding, equally wonderful was
the interaction with members of
the Association’s governing board,
particularly John Benyon, Charlie
Jeffrey, Vicky Randall, and Paul
Whiteley, with whom I shared serious
conversation about politics as well as
cheerful fun about political culture.
I can only hope our discussions will
continue, whether in Washington, DC
this summer or in London next spring.
Jane Junn is Professor of Political Science
at the University of Southern California
and a Vice-President of the American
Political Science Association. She is
the author of three books on political
participation in the USA. Her research
interests include political behaviour,
public opinion, racial and ethnic politics,
the politics of immigration, gender and
politics, and political identity.
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Edinburgh 2010: An Experiment that Worked
(continued from the cover)
conference as a venue for presenting
their work. And we had a bigger social
programme of evening events and
receptions than ever before.
A Genuinely Collaborative Platform
Did it all work? In two ways, yes it did.
First of all, it was the biggest Annual
Conference ever, with around 1,100
participants and over 270 separate
panels. It was the most international
ever, with participants from over 50
countries making their way to Edinburgh
(despite British Airways managing to
schedule one of their endless series of
strikes during the conference). And it
was a genuinely collaborative platform
for political studies in all its diversity,
with panels sponsored not just by the
Association’s own 40-odd specialist
groups, but also by the equivalent
research networks of the European
Consortium for Political Research, the
American Political Science Association
and the International Political Science
Association.
Being Selective
Closer to home, we also saw series
of panels hosted by the University
Association for Contemporary European
Studies, the International Association
for the Study of German Politics, the
Britain and Ireland Association for
Political Thought, and the British
International Studies Association. BISA
alone sponsored twelve panels, and with
another thirty or so addressed to themes
in international politics, the conference
presented perhaps the most rounded
impression of the research UK political
scientists do – and the international
networks they engage with – we have
ever seen.
Amid all this, the programme
committee rejected more papers and
panels than has been the case before.
If we had accepted everything proposed
to us, there would have been around
another 100 panels. That we didn’t was
in part logistical – we simply didn’t have
enough space, even with seven city centre
venues, to hold more than 270 panels.
But it was also a response to a concern
expressed in previous conferences that
too many panels of modest quality made
it through. This time, the quality hurdle
was set rather higher than in the past.
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Outstanding Venues
Most took this in good humour; some
didn’t. But the feedback we had from
participants in Edinburgh was that
the general quality of panels and
contributions at the conference was high.
We had also encouraged the submission
of ECPR-style linked workshop panels
(some of which ran for ten sessions from
the start to the end of the conference)
and these too were seen to be a positive
innovation, allowing research networks
the opportunity for a more extended
debate around the issues in the field.
Participants also praised the
venues we used. Many of these were
very distinguished historically and
architecturally, including the Royal
Society of Edinburgh, the Royal College
of Physicians, the Merchants’ Hall, the
Balmoral Hotel ballroom (the location
of the annual dinner, at which Scottish
First Minister Alex Salmond gave an
outstanding, off-script after-dinner
speech) and the Scottish Parliament,
where one of the receptions was held.
Even the weather, which was appalling,
helped, with driving wind, rain and, for a
time, snow discouraging sightseeing and
keeping people in the conference, despite
Edinburgh’s many attractions.
Lots of Hard Work
All this took an awful lot of preparation.
Locally Lindsay Adams kept the various
venues happy, Dan Kenealy scheduled

the programme and organised our
sterling team of red-cagouled helpers
who steered participants through wind,
rain and snow to the various venues. The
University of Edinburgh Department
of Politics and International Relations
both gave me the time to be convenor
and made a major contribution to the
conference programme.
Sue Forster, Emma Forster and
Sandra McDonagh dealt with the vast
stream of registrations and enquiries
with characteristic humour and
efficiency, Richard Topf marshalled
the Association website to support the
conference in various ways, Terrell Carver
was indefatigable in securing such a big
international turnout, and Lisa Harrison
– for the last time – held the conference
brief on the Political Studies Association
Executive Committee. Thanks to them all.
Lessons to Learn
The lessons for future conferences? Use
city-centre venues, not university ones.
Bring in plenty of input from other
UK and international political studies
associations. Start planning early and
get invitations out well in advance. Be
prepared to reject more paper proposals
to keep quality levels high. Have plenty of
multi-panel workshops. Organise a good
number of social events. And arrange
for bad weather to stop people from
wandering off sightseeing!

Professor Charlie Jeffery, Academic Convenor of the 2010 Conference, introducing Alex Salmond, First Minister
of Scotland, who was the after dinner guest speaker.
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BJPIR Celebrates Anniversary Conference in Style
As one of the Political Studies
Association’s high profile political science
journals, the now ISI-cited British Journal
of Politics and International Relations
(BJPIR) celebrated the Association’s
60th Anniversary in style at the recent
Annual Conference held in Edinburgh.
Led by Drs. Alistair Clark and Susan
McManus from BJPIR’s editorial team,
the journal ran two well-attended and
hotly debated roundtable sessions on the
first afternoon of the conference.
The first roundtable, ‘The 2010
UK General Election: Prospects,
Challenges and Implications’, examined
the forthcoming general election in
depth. Dr. Rosie Campbell (Birkbeck)
discussed the issue of gender in the socalled ‘Mumsnet’ election, while Prof.
Paul Whiteley (Essex/BES) assessed
the parties’ opinion poll performances,
voting behaviour and prospects for a
hung parliament. Dr. Andrew Russell
(Manchester) followed up by assessing
the parties’ campaigning behaviour
prior to the election being called, while
Prof. John Curtice (Strathclyde) returned
to the opinion polls to discuss the
performance of the opinion pollsters in
tracking developments in public opinion.
Extensive discussion between the
panellists and audience followed with all
convinced that the 2010 contest would be
one of the most closely fought in many

Participants at the BJPIR 2010 Election Roundtable, L-R: Prof Paul Whiteley, Dr. Rosie Campbell, Prof. John
Curtice, Dr. Alistair Clark and Dr. Andrew Russell.

years, something which the election
campaign has not failed to deliver.
Celebrity Politics
The second roundtable on ‘Celebrity
Politics’ celebrated a specific and
noteworthy achievement related to
BJPIR. Prof. John Street’s article
‘Celebrity Politicians: Popular Culture
and Political Representation’ (2004) has
been the most downloaded article since

Drs. Susan McManus and Alistair Clark of the BJPIR Editorial Team at the BJPIR wine reception sponsored
by Wiley Blackwell
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BJPIR was launched. To celebrate this,
this second roundtable was organised
by Dr. Debbie Lisle, supported by the
Political Studies Association’s Art and
Politics Specialist Group, and chaired
by Dr. Susan McManus. Discussion
revolved around Prof. Street’s seminal
article and the contribution that it has
made to developing research in the
field of celebrity politics. Prof. Street
opened the discussion by reflecting
upon the shifting roles of politicians
and celebrities in shaping and delivering
policy. While recognising a certain
amount of increased power of celebrities
in ‘endorsing’ politicians and causes, his
recent research on how young people
‘read’ celebrity politics suggests a more
sceptical eye is now being cast upon
‘celebrity effects’.
Fame on Tour
Dr Mark Wheeler (London Metropolitan)
developed important methodological
insights in the field before applying these
to the relationship between Hollywood
and Washington – exemplified by Ronald
Reagan and Arnold Schwarzenegger – in
order to propose an analytical model
of ‘celebrity diplomacy’. Moving into
the field of aesthetics and International
Relations, Riina Yrjölä (Jyväskylä)
developed a critical analysis of ‘celebrity
humanitarianism’, exemplified by Live
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Aid and Live 8, particularly focusing
on the ways in which the interventions
of ‘celebrity humanitarians’ reproduce
potentially depoliticising imaginaries of
Africa. Nathan Farrell (Bristol) developed
a robustly critical argument on the
dangers of the involvement of celebrities
in activist politics, such as the ways in
which celebrities can function reductively
so as to marginalise and exclude other
participants and voices. Finally, Dr Philip
Drake (Stirling) brought the discussion
closer to home, deploying ‘frame
analysis’ in order to critically analyse the
way in which David Cameron has created
‘performances of legitimacy’ through
the construction of ‘leadership frames’.
The animated discussion that followed
attested to the significance of these new
research trajectories in the endeavour to
identify, respond to, and critically analyse
this increasing important medium
through which contemporary political life
works. The roundtable was also recorded
and can be downloaded as a Podcast.
Rain – What Rain!
Although the weather in Edinburgh
extended a typical Scottish welcome,
plenty of hospitality was available at
the post-roundtable BJPIR Reception,
sponsored by Wiley Blackwell, the
journal’s publishers. This was an

Prof. John Street, UEA, addressing the ‘Celebrity Politics’ BJPIR Roundtable

extremely busy event, held in the splendid
surroundings of the Merchants Hall just
off Princes Street in Edinburgh. Thanks
are due to the Edinburgh organising
committee for organising such a splendid
venue and the message of the reception
was to thank BJPIR’s wide range of
authors, reviewers and readers for their
continued support. Equally importantly,
it was to remind authors that BJPIR

is always on the lookout for excellent
scholarship and to encourage colleagues
to think of the now ISI-cited BJPIR as one
of the first places to submit their research
to. The journal editorial team can be
contacted at bjpir@qub.ac.uk while details
on how to submit articles to BJPIR can
be found at: http://www.wiley.com/bw/
submit.asp?ref=1369-1481&site=1

American Political Scientists at the
Political Studies Association Conference
Susan Scarrow

University of Houston, Texas
When I received an invitation
last Fall from the Political Studies
Association to organise two panels at
the Edinburgh conference on behalf
of the British Politics Group (BPG),
I jumped at the chance! Attending
their 60th anniversary conference in
what was bound to be the UK election
season seemed like an unbeatable
combination, and the event proved
to be even better than I had hoped
(with the slight exception of the April
blizzard – a real novelty for someone
coming from Texas!)
One of the BPG panels focused
on comparative public policy, and one
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on political finance. Both of these
well-attended sessions offered good
opportunities for discussion and
networking between the US- and UKbased participants.
New Perspectives
In addition to these panels, I attended
several sessions about the up-coming
British elections, a topic that also
sparked some lively conversations
at the conference dinner and at
the several very nice receptions.
As a result, I came back from the
conference full of new perspectives
on the election which provided fuel
for my classes. In short, it was a great
conference. Kudos to the organisers!
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Report on the
Association’s 60th
Anniversary Conference

Enriching
Perspectives

Charlie Jeffery, Conference Convenor; and Lisa Harrison, Political Studies Association’s Subcommittee Chair
for Public Relations and Communications, at the reception at the Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, April 2010

Rekha Saxena
University of Delhi

It was an intellectually stimulating
experience attending the 60th Anniversary
Conference of the Political Studies
Association, UK with 1000 participants
from 51 countries. The discussions in
a truly multicultural and international
setting were a learning experience.
The feedback on my paper helped
in looking at the issues from a broader
perspective. The conference took up the
upcoming challenges before the political
institutions and processes and helped in
acquiring a state-of-the art perspective of
the discipline. Coming from a developing
country, where state is facing serious
challenges from market forces and
grassroot movements, I found the panel
discussions enriching in a comparative
perspective as participants were from
all over the world and presented the
developments in their own countries in a
wider scenario.
Truly Inclusive Conference
Insights in development taking place in
British politics have significant bearing
for the student of Indian Politics as
well due to the historic connection and
legacies. This conference was truly
inclusive and comprehensive in terms of
themes discussed. The whole conference
was planned to the minutest detail and
various events like dinners and receptions
led to exchange of ideas and networking
amongst the participants.
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John Benyon, Vicky Randall and Jon Tonge at the Launch of Political Insight

Paul Carmichael Appointed Dean

Professor Paul Carmichael has been
appointed as Dean of the Faculty
of Social Sciences at the University
of Ulster. He will take up the four
year position with effect from 1st
August 2010. Following completion

of his PhD at Strathclyde, Paul joined
Ulster in 1992 as a Lecturer in Public
Administration, gaining a personal
chair in 2004 and becoming Head of
the School of Criminology, Politics and
Social Policy in 2005.
He remarked: “I am delighted
and honoured to have been appointed
as Dean. Social Sciences are a vital
part of the Academy and despite the
onset of difficult times financially, it is
crucial that our work continues. The
Faculty has a distinguished record at
Ulster and I look forward to ensuring
research and teaching in Social
Sciences thrive in future”. Paul was
re-elected as Honorary Secretary of the
Political Studies Association in 2010.
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€2 Million for Research Project to Rethink and
Redefine European Citizenship
European Citizenship is Under
Examination
An ambitious five-year global research
project to examine and redefine what
‘European citizenship’ means is being
led by the Open University, with a
€2 million grant from the European
Research Council. The project
Citizenship after Orientalism, based in
the Centre for Citizenship, Identities
and Governance (CCIG), will examine
Western civilisation from the ‘outside
in’, using research on cultures and
practices of citizenship from across the
globe to develop a new perspective on
EU citizenship.
The researchers are seeking to
reframe the work of Max Weber, widely
regarded as one of the most significant
thinkers of the past century and one
of the founders of social science. He
examined Western civilisation from an
orientalist view, with the assumption
that only the West had developed

citizenship. This project will look at
Western citizenship without orientalism,
comparing practices of citizenship across
Europe, India, China, Africa and the
Middle East.
More than Passport
Project leader Professor Engin Isin of
The Open University said: “Citizenship
means so much more than just having a
passport. We are examining how people
across the globe use their sense of
citizenship – whether this is to protest,
claim legal rights or simply support
a sports team – and on how nations
cultivate this notion.”
Examining what it means to be
a European citizen, who can act as a
citizen, and what obligations derive
from this sense of belonging, the project
team will look at citizenship in a global
context. The researchers will be able to
compare the traditions of a wide variety
of cultures, for example comparing

African ‘nations’ and Aboriginal peoples,
or looking at what justice means to
different cultures, which will shed
new light on how European citizens
are viewed and on how notions of
citizenship are enacted across the globe.
Professor Isin continued: “A recent
example of where citizenship comes
into play in a wider context is with the
Google censorship issue in China. We
have a situation where a United States
corporation is battling with China
over who has the right to control what
Chinese citizens can and cannot see on
the Internet while battling at home with
the US government over who has the
right to know what the US (and other)
citizens do or do not do on the Internet.
We don’t have a language that allows us
to translate across the globe such notions
as ‘censorship’ and ‘privacy’. The project
will help us develop a cross-cultural
understanding of rights and obligations
with specific cultural meanings.”

Newly elected
Academicians

John Street, Professor of Politics,
University of East Anglia

David Boucher, Head of School, School of
European Studies, Cardiff University
Sherrill Stroschein, UCL who presented a paper at the Edinburgh Conference
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Diana Coole awarded
Leverhulme Fellowship
to environmental sustainability, the
quality of life in densely-populated cities
and food or energy security, as well as
investigating the controversial discourses
and policy responses that surround
immigration, demographic ageing,
reproductive rights and social justice for
future generations.

Diana Coole, Professor of Political and
Social Theory at Birkbeck, has been
awarded a 36-month Leverhulme Major
Research Fellowship to pursue work
on the political and ethical aspects of
the population question. This question,
pertaining to the size, density and growth
of world and national populations, has
recently returned to the public agenda
in developed countries, yet it remains
profoundly controversial. The research
examines debates about population, and
anxieties about over-population, relating

Bio-Power
The rise of the population question
in classical political economy and the
emergence of biopower during the
eighteenth century will also be analysed.
The Leverhulme Trust is generously
supporting field work to India, to
examine population policies that have
ranged from coercive sterilisations
in the 1970s to the current emphasis
on women’s health; Australia, where
competing arguments regarding the
exigencies of population ageing and
ecological fragility have resulted in
the appointment of Australia’s first
population minister and the United
States, where debates pertinent to
population are inflected through religion.

New MA
Programme
in Faith and
Globalisation

New MScEcon
in Politics and
Public Policy at
Cardiff

The School of Government and
International Affairs and the Department
of Theology and Religion at Durham
University have launched a new
interdisciplinary MA programme in
Faith and Globalisation to commence in
October 2010. The programme focuses
on the interrelations and mutual impact
of faith traditions, religious organisations
and movements, and global processes
or trends. The programme is researchled and part of an international network
of leading universities, such as Yale,
National University of Singapore, and
McGill.
For further details and applications,
please visit
http://dur.ac.uk/faithglobalisation

This programme is designed to give
students advanced skills in political
and policy research and analysis that
they can use in their subsequent career.
This distinctive research orientation
is reflected in the attention given to
preparing for and writing a dissertation.
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Entry Requirements
Successful applicants will normally
possess an initial degree in Politics, or
a cognate subject with a strong Politics
component, awarded by a recognised
institution, at 2:1 classification or
equivalent, or above.
For full details, please see our
website at: http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/
euros/degreeprogrammes/pgtaught/
politicspublicpolicy

Busy Programme
at Aberystwyth
Continues
90th Anniversary Celebrations
The busy programme of events to mark
the 90th Anniversary session of the
Department of International Politics at
Aberystwyth has continued with a further
five lectures. These were delivered
by Professor Ken Booth, ‘InterPol at
90: Reminiscences and Reflections’;
Professor Colin McInnes, ‘From AIDS
to Swine Flu: The Politicisation of
Global Health’; Professor Chris Brown,
‘International Political Theory: Then
and Now’; Professor Lord Kenneth
O’Morgan, ‘Alfred Zimmern’s Brave
New World: Aberystwyth in 1919 and
After’; and Professor Michael Cox,
‘Carr, Aberystwyth and the Origins of
International Relations’.
Intelligence Studies
The Annual Lecture of the Centre
for Intelligence and International
Security Studies (CIISS) was delivered
by Dr John Prados, Senior Fellow and
Project Director with the National
Security Archive at George Washington
University. The Centre also welcomed
Gordon Barrass, who delivered a lecture
entitled ‘How Intelligence Changed the
Cold War and the Lessons for Today’. Mr
Barrass served as a member of the Joint
Intelligence Committee during the Cold
War.

Staff Promotion
Richard Jackson has been awarded a
Personal Chair. Professor Jackson’s
research focuses on the social
construction of war, terrorism and
counter-terrorism, and the potentialities
of critical approaches to terrorism
studies.

14/06/2010 16:06:02

Department News 27

Association Creates New Links with Japan
Political Science Association
The Political Studies Association has had a very successful
‘exchanger’ relationship with the Japan Political Science
Association dating back to 2005. Since then three Association
members have been accepted to present their work at
specially organised English-language panels at JPSA annual
meetings held all over Japan. And three Japanese scholars
have presented their work at our conferences in English,
one of whom won a specialist group ‘best paper’ prize. The
Association’s Professor Terrell Carver met with his JPSA
counterpart Professor Kunihiro Wakamatsu on 21st May 2010
in Tokyo to discuss plans to expand the scheme and double
the numbers. Subject to executive committee decisions, JPSA
will select scholars to present at our conferences annually,
instead of biennially, alternating between established scholars
and early career researchers. The Political Studies Association
will expand its support to enable members to ‘exchange’
annually, too. The Association exchanges are open to all
members, including graduate students.

Enacting Citizenship at the
Open University
A number of members of the Open
University’s Department of Politics and
International Studies (POLIS) (including
Engin Isin, Michael Saward, Rutvica
Andrijasevic, Jef Huysmans, Claudia
Aradau and Vicki Squire) led a special
briefing for EU officials and researchers
– “Reassessing European Citizenship:
Citizens’ rights and citizens’ acts” – in
Brussels in April. The keynote speaker
was Viviane Hoffmann, Deputy Head of
Cabinet for the Commissioner for Justice,
Human Rights and Citizenship. The event
presented results from ENACT (Enacting
European Citizenship), a European
Commission funded project bringing
together researchers from across the EU
and Turkey.
Analysis of Acts
ENACT aims to influence debates on
European citizenship through the analysis
of acts of citizenship, bringing into focus
a range of claims to and about citizenship
not normally considered.
ENACT highlights ways in which the
scope, content and perception of European
citizenship is shaped by the complex ways
in which citizenship is enacted, within,
across and beyond member states. Acts
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of (European) citizenship influence who
we think of as being subjects for rights,
and often demonstrate graphically the
challenges to instituting citizenship on
a transnational scale. ENACT’s fresh
perspective provides a new way to assess
the emerging dynamics of European
citizenship.
The Brussels briefing was followed
in May by an international workshop at
the British Library entitled ‘Citizenship
without community’, where Engin Isin
and Etienne Balibar were the keynote
speakers.
For more information see the
ENACT website:
http://www.enacting-citizenship.eu/
Other News from the OU
Vicki Squire’s first book, The Exclusionary
Politics of Asylum was recently shortlisted
for the BSA Philip Abram’s Memorial
Prize.
Michael Saward’s new book The
Representative Claim, was published by
Oxford University Press on 13 May 2010.
A new series of podcasts – Open
Politics – on contemporary political
issues is now freely available at
http://www.open2.net/

New Politics
School at
University of
Nottingham,
Malaysia
September sees the opening of a
new ‘School of Politics, History and
International Relations’ at the University
of Nottingham’s campus in Malaysia.
The development is part of a broader
expansion of social science teaching and
research provision in the campus, and
mirrors the initiative taken six years ago,
in setting up a ‘Division of International
Studies’ at its China campus.
The school in Malaysia will offer
a BA in International Relations, with
a variety of ‘with language’ variants,
and plans to develop graduate level
degrees in the near future. Nottingham’s
international campuses are allowing
the university to buck the trend of
departmental down-sizing found
elsewhere in the HE sector. In addition
to two replacement posts in School of
Politics and International Relations in the
UK, five new posts have been created at
the China and Malaysia campuses.
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News from Kings College
War Studies Department
The Department was rated 3rd in the 2010
Good University Guardian Guide after
Oxford and Cambridge within Politics.
Teaching satisfaction was rated joined
first with Cambridge, scoring 94%.
A newly formed research group,
‘Intelligence & International Security’
launched with a panel debate on 16th
March on ‘Media and Intelligence’ with
Dr Chris Westcott, Director of BBC
Monitoring, Martyn Lweis CBE, TV
journalist and news presenter, and Sir
David Omand, Visiting Professor of
the Department. Dr Brooke Rogers has
secured two research grants: Resilient
Futures (EPSRC/ESRC), the outcome
of the Sandpit on Next Generation
Resilience and Preparedness and
Resilience Against CBRNE Terrorism
Using Integrated Concepts and
Equipment. The Kings Centre for Military
Health Research, co-directed by Professor
Dandeker, published a new paper in The
Lancet on 13th May. The report discussed
the mental health of military personnel
deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
study was reported in The Guardian, The
Independent, The Times and on the BBC.
Professors Gow, Dandeker and
Holden Reid spoke at the ‘War & Military
Operations in the 21st Century: Civil
Military Implications’ joint Conference
with UNC-Chapel Hill Triangle Institute
for Security Studies in North Carolina in
April.

Defence Studies Department
Awards
Dr Hall – BA Small Research Grant:
Hitler and Wagner: Nationalism,
Romanticism, and marching off to war from
the Meistersingers’ Meadow
Dr Jackson – BA Overseas Conference
Grant: School of Arts & Sciences
Conference, Pittsburgh
Media
Dr Huw Davies discussed culture and
history of Afghanistan and Britain’s
role on Radio 4’s Today programme and
Newsweek Scotland.
Zara Raymond, Associate, Corbett
Centre/PhD student, Department of War
Studies, discussed piracy in Indonesia,
BBC Three Centre Radio.
Conferences
Drs Ellner, Hallams, Rohan & Schelhase:
PSA/BISA Conference, Edinburgh.
Dr Pant: Brussels Institute of
Contemporary Chinese Studies.
Mr Park: Round Table seminar on
Turkish foreign policy in Instanbul.
Drs Davies & Goulter: Society
for Military History Conference,
Washington DC.
Dr Brown: Symposium of
Islamic Studies.
The 2010 series of the ‘International
and Military Studies’ joint King’s College
London-Brookes Seminar series ended
during this period.

BPG Conference

The UK and
the US in 2010:
Transition and
Transformation
George Washington
University, Washington,
DC, 1st September 2010

Britain and the United States are
grappling with major crises and
transitions to new governments.
How have these two political systems
responded to these challenges?
How have these relatively young
administrations/governments
performed? Does the current period
represent a critical economic and/or
political juncture for these states? Is
it fair to talk about a common AngloAmerican political sphere in both
domestic and foreign policy, or have the
US and UK begun to diverge in their
political development?
The British Politics Group has
organized a special one-day conference
to explore these issues in addition to our
regular APSA panels.
Details
The conference is being held on
the Wednesday prior to APSA at
George Washington University. The
full conference programme as well
as registration information can be
found on the BPG website (www.
britishpoliticsgroup.org). The conference
is co-sponsored by the Institute for
Global and International Studies, Elliott
School of International Affairs, George
Washington University.
Panels at APSA 2010
BPG is pleased to announce its panels
for this year’s APSA Annual Meeting in
Washington, DC. Further information
about the BPG’s panels is available at
www.britishpoliticsgroup.org.
Further information regarding
the APSA conference is available at
www.apsanet.org.

Lisa Harrison, Political Studies Association’s Subcommittee Chair for Public Relations and Communications;
Jon Tonge, Association President and Alistair Clark of the BJPIR Editorial Team at the Launch of Political Insight
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Risk, Perceptions of Risk and Transborder
Infectious Diseases:
Challenges for Global Health Governance
University of Sheffield, UK, 24th September, 2010
This workshop on Global Health
Governance (GHG) in Sheffield will
examine the current state of global
health governance in relation to disease
monitoring and control, and propose
policy-relevant analysis of how we might
better govern these health priorities at
the global level.
The workshop will involve leading
academics and policy makers from
diverse disciplines such as politics,
medicine, political economy, political
philosophy, sociology, international
relations and development, including
input from health practitioners as much
as from specialists in the
social sciences.

Topics for discussion will include:
❖W
 hat normative approaches must
drive GHG: What should we do, for
whom and why?
❖H
 uman security and pandemic
preparedness.
❖O
 utbreak communication and political
decisiveness in GHG.
❖W
 ealth and power: issues concerning
access to pandemic vaccines and
treatment.
❖T
 he relationship between new and
old processes and structures of global
health governance.
❖T
 he relationship between increased
globalisation and pandemic threats.

❖T
 he relationship between medical
practitioners, regional health
organizations, national health
organizations and global health
initiatives.
There will be space for up to 50
participants and anybody interested in
attending should contact Rene Bailey
(r.bailey@sheffield.ac.uk) at the Political
Studies office as soon as possible to
reserve a place.
Further information is also available
from the workshop convenors, Dr Garrett
Wallace Brown (g.w.brown@sheffield.
ac.uk) and Dr Sophie Harman (sophie.
harman.1@city.ac.uk).

Workshop on LSE’s New Blog Note for Diaries
Asian Political
Marketing
USM (Universiti
Sains Malaysia)
Penang, Malaysia,
June/July 2011

Call for Papers
The aim is to create a new network in
Asian political marketing and develop
the study of political marketing to a high
enough quality level to lead to a book on
Asian political marketing.
Potential Topics for Papers
Papers can look at any aspect of political
marketing, Papers should be submitted
by 31st November 2010 to Jennifer LeesMarshment on j.lees-marshment@
auckland.ac.nz
Please include your name,
institution, contact details, a brief
biography and abstract of the paper.
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The London School of Economics is very
pleased to announce the launch of its
new blog: British Politics and Policy at
LSE.
This is a constantly updated, multiauthor blog where ‘LSE experts analyse
and debate recent developments across
UK government’.
We hope that the new permanent
Blog will become an important point of
reference and participation for Political
Scientists in Britain and abroad. We
encourage anyone who would like to
submit material to do so.
Our guidelines for articles are they
should be between 300 and 1000 words
long, and we are keen to include one or
two tables or charts where this helps the
exposition and is accessible for readers.
All potential articles are considered
quickly, and once we accept a piece we
will aim to post it on the Blog within a
day.
To submit potential articles or for
further information, please email the
blog administrator, Chris Gilson at:
c.h.gilson@lse.ac.uk
You can follow the blog online at
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/
and on Twitter at: http://twitter.com/
LSEpoliticsblog

The Political Studies Association’s
Annual Conference 2011 will be held
in London at the Novotel London
West. The Graduate Conference
will take place on 18th and 19th
April, followed by the main Annual
Conference on 19th, 20th and 21st
April.

Chris Gilligan, West of Scotland; who presented a
paper at Edinburgh in April 2010
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One Day Workshop on

UACES Collaborative
Research Network

Disruptive Democracy:
Analysing Legislative Protest The EU-27
in Contemporary Legislatures Single Market
in the Global
University of Warwick, Coventry, UK,
19th November 2010
Economy

This two day workshop will bring
together scholars from diverse
disciplines with an interest in
performance and ritual, political
representation and deliberation,
democratisation, and comparative
legislative studies to explore different
forms of legislative protest and their
significance for parliamentary debate in
contemporary national legislatures.
Conventional approaches within
the field of legislative studies have
been concerned with the behaviour
of parliamentarians and the role
of institutional rules and norms in
shaping such behaviour, but few studies
have discussed the performance of
deliberation and representation in
the context of disruptive acts during
parliamentary debates, particularly
by legislators themselves rather than
activist members of the public.
The workshop will consider the
broader implications of disruptions
for democratic institutions. Do
disruptions in legislatures represent a
tacit acknowledgement of the declining

power of parliament in modern liberal
representative democracies? Or are
disruptions a last ditched attempt to
demonstrate the continuing relevance
of parliaments? Alternatively, are
disruptions evidence that parliaments
remain a critical central platform for
democratic deliberation?

Sophisticated Analysis
The workshop will explore both
theoretical issues and empirical
case studies of legislative protest in
legislatures spanning North America,
Western, Northern and Eastern Europe,
East and South Asia, and southern
Africa.
This workshop is part of a
Leverhulme Trust funded research
programme on Gendered Ceremony
and Ritual in Parliament, directed by
Professor Shirin Rai (Warwick) and
includes co-directors and researchers at
Birkbeck College and the Universities
of Bristol, Sheffield and Warwick. For
more information contact Carole Spary
at c.spary@warwick.ac.uk.

The Second Annual Critical Theory Conference

Critical Theory: Violence and
Reconciliation
University of Exeter, 24th September 2010
Call for Papers
‘Critical Theory: Violence and
Reconciliation’ is a one-day
interdisciplinary event designed to
bring together postgraduate students
working in the fields of English, Modern
Languages, Politics, Film and Drama.
The central theme of the conference
addresses interpretations of violence
and/or reconciliation. How should we
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interpret violence? What constitutes
reconciliation and is it always desirable?
Is critical theory distanced from violence
or an act of violence itself?
Abstracts (350 words) are invited by
12th July 2010.
Please email abstracts and enquiries
to Graham Matthews (gjm201@ex.ac.uk),
Lara Cox or Sam Goodman at critical.
theory.online@gmail.com

The research network emerged from
a series of ESRC-funded seminars in
the UK, Poland and Hungary held in
the course of 2008. The events were
aimed at adopting a new perspective
on the future of the EU Single Market
in the wake of the 2004 and 2007
waves of enlargement. Rather than
treating the new CEE member states
as a uniform block of post-communist
countries, the seminar series focused
on how the diversity of socio-economic
transformation processes in individual
member states are likely to affect the
development of the Single Market.
Global Crisis
The global economic crisis following
the collapse of large sections of the
financial industry in the United States
and a number of European countries has
fundamentally altered the parameters
of the Single European Market. The
network will concentrate on monitoring
how national policy responses to the
economic crisis influence the wider
Single Market policy framework. Due
to the expertise of the participating
researchers and practitioners, the
network will focus on comparing
domestic economic and welfare policy
reforms in the United Kingdom and
Germany with those in the CEE member
states Poland and Hungary.
The network is coordinated by
Dr Christian Schweiger in the School
of Government and International
Affairs at Durham University. The first
workshop, which examines the state of
the Single Market in the wake of the
global economic recession, will be held
at Durham University in November 2010.
For more information on network
activities and events contact the network
coordinator: christian.schweiger@
durham.ac.uk
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3rd Political Studies Association Teaching and Learning Group Conference

The Student Voice: Teaching Politics and IR in
the New Millennium
De Montfort University, Leicester, 14th - 15th September 2010
The Student Voice is a continuing issue
in teaching Politics and IR, not least
because the issue of assessment and
feedback has been highlighted as a cause
for concern the findings of the National
Student Survey.
The 2010 conference will provide an
opportunity to discuss the current context
of teaching and learning in Politics and
IR and to share best practice.

We are seeking papers that explore
issues relating to the discipline as well
proposals that address the following
themes:
Feedback, Assessment, Curriculum
Innovation, Technology Enhanced
Learning.
Submission Process & Conference Fees
Paper proposals, including an abstract

of 200 words should be submitted in
electronic format to Samantha McGinty:
smcginty@dmu.ac.uk and to arrive no
later than 16th July 2010.
Conference fees: £60 residential.
£30 non-residential. Fees will include
lunch, refreshments and dinner.
Conference booking forms can
be obtained from Samantha McGinty:
smcginty@dmu.ac.uk

Rethinking the Dynamics of Institutions: Integrating
Gender and Neo-Institutionalist Perspectives
How are institutions and institutional
processes gendered? How do
institutions constrain actors and
interests? How and why does change
happen? What is the gendered
potential for, and what are the limits
of, institutional innovation and reform?
These were the central questions
addressed at a recent international
workshop on feminism and
institutionalism in Sydney, Australia on
23rd - 25th March 2010. The workshop,
entitled ‘Rethinking the dynamics of
institutions: integrating gender and
neo-institutionalist perspectives’,
was organised under the auspices of
FIIN (Feminism and Institutionalism
International Network; www.femfiin.
com), which is based at the University
of Edinburgh.
Big Questions
The event brought together political
scientists from the UK, North America,
Europe, and Australia to discuss the
prospects for synthesising feminist
political science and neo institutionalist
approaches in order to understand the
‘big questions’ of institutional creation,
continuity and change.
In addition to FIIN members,
participants included leading
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institutionalist scholars Colin Hay
(Sheffield), Vivien Lowndes (de
Montfort), Rod Rhodes (Tasmania and
Australian National University) and
Vivien Schmidt (Boston); and gender
politics experts Karen Beckwith (Case
Western), Raewyn Connell (Sydney),
and Mary Katzenstein (Cornell).
The workshop was supported by the
Universities of New South Wales,
Sydney, Sheffield and Edinburgh,
and was funded in part by a British
Academy – Australian British Academy
– Academy of Social Sciences in
Australia Joint Project Fund.
Feminist Scholars
FIIN is an international network of
feminist scholars who come together to
explore the interplay between feminist
approaches to gendered institutions
and new institutional theory. Our aim
is to use and synthesise insights from
each approach in order to address
issues of gender, politics, power,
strategy and change. FIIN was founded
in 2006 by Fiona Mackay (Edinburgh)
and Mona Lena Krook (Washington
in St Louis) who co-direct the network
with Louise Chappell (UNSW) and
Georgina Waylen (Sheffield). Meryl
Kenny (Edinburgh) has been FIIN

Network Coordinator since its
inception.
Short Course at APSA
The Sydney workshop is the latest
event in a programme of FIIN activities.
Upcoming events include a short
course at APSA’s Annual Meeting
in Washington D.C. this September.
The half-day workshop will focus on
the development of two institutional
approaches that have been particularly
influential in recent gender and politics
scholarship: 1) recent efforts to develop
a ‘feminist institutionalism’ and 2) the
Research Network on Gender and the
State (RNGS). Please contact Professor
Georgina Waylen (g.waylen@sheffield.
ac.uk) with questions about the short
course.
As well as individual articles
by members, collaborative outputs
include Critical Perspectives on Feminist
Institutionalism edited by Fiona Mackay
and Georgina Waylen in Politics &
Gender 5 (2) 2009, pp 237-280; and the
volume Gender, Politics, and Institutions:
Towards a Feminist Institutionalism
(Palgrave, forthcoming), edited by
Mona Lena Krook and Fiona Mackay.
For more details, please visit
www.femfiin.com
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Changing Legislation
Philip Norton

Lord Norton of Louth
One advantage of membership of the
House of Lords is that there is the
opportunity to engage with ministers and
on occasion to achieve a change in the
law. This is sometimes achieved through
persuasion and, less often, through the
House carrying an amendment against
the wishes of the Government. Tabling
an amendment can trigger a willingness
on the part of Government to discuss the
matter further with a view to an agreed
amendment being brought forward at
the next legislative stage. At the end of
the last Parliament, I was able to achieve
legislative change of some constitutional
significance thanks to the parliamentary
wash-up.
Parliamentary Wash-up
The parliamentary wash-up is the period
between the announcement of a general
election and the end of the Parliament.
It occupies from two to four days and is
used to try to get through the legislation
that has not completed its passage. The
number of Bills rushed through usually
runs into double figures. In the five
Parliaments of 1983-87 to 2001-05, a
total of 82 Government Bills were agreed
in the wash-up, along with 29 Private
Members’ Bills.
The process normally benefits
Government and Opposition. The
Government gets much of its legislation,
though not necessarily in the form that it
wants. The Opposition has the unusual
opportunity to serve as a veto player.
The Government needs its co-operation
to rush the Bills through; without that
co-operation it cannot get its legislation.
The loser has been Parliament. It is
denied the opportunity to subject the
legislation to the thorough examination
it normally accords Bills. A Bill may only
have completed passage in one House
before going into the wash-up.
No Nod from Lords
However, there was a significant change
in the wash-up at the end of the last
Parliament. The House of Lords was
not prepared to nod through a major
constitutional Bill, the Constitutional
Reform and Governance Bill, that had
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received its Second Reading in the Lords
only days before a general election was
expected to be announced. In order to
get the Bill through in the limited time
available following the announcement of
the election, the Justice Secretary, Jack
Straw, and other ministers engaged in
discussions not only with other parties
but also with individual members who
had given notice of their intention
to oppose clauses or who had tabled
substantive amendments. Having tabled
the most amendments, I was part of the
process. Jack Straw saw me for about
half-an-hour on the Tuesday evening for a
preliminary discussion and then for over
an hour on the Wednesday evening prior
to the Bill being taken.
When the Bill came before the
House, most of the time was occupied
removing clauses – most were taken
out. In terms of making changes to the
remaining clauses, only two backbench
amendments were accepted, both of
them mine. I would have pursued some
of the others at report stage, but part of
the problem of wash-up is that there is
no time for a substantive report stage.
The Amendments
Of the two amendments, one related
to the transfer to Parliament of the
power to ratify treaties. It is a power
that Parliament has not had before.
However, there is no point in transferring
the power unless Parliament has the
resources to examine treaties within
the limited time provided (usually 21
days). To ensure effective scrutiny, I
have argued for the creation of a joint
committee on treaties. That, though,
is a matter for the two Houses and
not for legislation. The other element
is the provision of information about
the treaties. When a treaty is deposited
with Parliament, the practice is for the
Government to submit an explanatory
memorandum. Now that Parliament has
to ratify treaties, and not simply have the
opportunity to comment, it is important
that the provision of information about
the treaty is mandatory. That is what
my amendment achieved. There is
now a statutory duty imposed on the
Government to provide explanatory
memoranda.

Different Perspective
The other is the most important of the
amendments I tabled. It was to Part I of
the Bill which puts the civil service on a
statutory footing. Senior civil servants
are not always well versed in the role of
Parliament and this can create problems
in the relationship between civil servants
and Parliament. The Joint Committee on
the Draft Constitutional Renewal Bill, on
which I served, toyed with the possibility
of placing a duty on civil servants to have
some accountability to Parliament. This
was problematic in constitutional terms
and difficult to enshrine in legislative
form. I approached the issue from a
different perspective. My amendment
provided that:
“In exercising his power to manage
the civil service, the Minister for the Civil
Service shall have regard to the need to
ensure that civil servants who advise
Ministers are aware of the constitutional
significance of Parliament and of the
conventions governing the relationship
between Parliament and Her Majesty’s
Government.”
This is now a statutory provision. It
is up to the Minister for the Civil Service
(a post held by the Prime Minister) to
ensure that senior civil servants are well
versed in the role of Parliament. It has
the potential to improve significantly the
relationship between the civil service and
Parliament.
Constructive Discourse
I am especially proud of this change.
After twelve years in the Lords, I would
place it second only to the role I played
in achieving post-legislative scrutiny as
the norm in this country: most Acts are
now subject to post-legislative review
three to five years after enactment. What
changes I have achieved have been the
product of a constructive discourse.
The nature of the House facilitates a
real dialogue between members and
ministers. A combination of the lack of
a government majority and the nature of
the membership induces government to
operate in a far less partisan manner than
in the Commons. It can create valuable
opportunities for back-bench members to
achieve the occasional change.
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Electoral
Systems under
the Microscope

First-past-the-post has long been the
method for electing MPs, but a number
of different electoral systems have been
introduced in the UK in recent decades in elections for the European Parliament,
the Scottish Parliament, the Welsh and
Northern Irish Assemblies, the London
Assembly, the Mayor of London and local
governments in Scotland and Northern
Ireland.
While voters who use these different
systems generally understand their
nature and are able to apply them with
little difficulty, appreciation of the variety
of systems on offer is not widespread,
and there are many myths about
their different effects on government
formation and other aspects of political
behaviour.
Choosing an Electoral System, a
new report published by the British
Academy, identifies the characteristics of
the main types of electoral system – and
their variations – now used around the
world, and discusses their implications
for electors and political parties.
The report establishes three
criteria against which electoral
systems should be judged: whether
they produce a parliament whose
members represent particular territorial
constituencies; whether their outcomes
are commensurate with the concept of
proportional representation; and whether
electors are able to choose candidates
within as well as between parties
Professor Ron Johnston, Fellow of
the British Academy and co-author of the
report said:
‘There is no perfect electoral system.
In our discussion we outline the tradeoffs that have to be made when choosing
one.’
Choosing an Electoral System
(prepared for the British Academy by
Simon Hix, Ron Johnston FBA and Iain
Mclean FBA) is available free at
www.britac.ac.uk/policy
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Professor Iain McLean, Nuffield College, at the Annual Conference 2010

Damiano Sguaitamatti and Chen Yu-Wen who presented papers at the Edinburgh Conference

Guests enjoying the Annual Dinner at the Edinburgh Annual Conference in April
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Joining the Club
Wyn Grant

Warwick University
When I was researching my history of
the Political Studies Association to be
published by Wiley-Blackwell this year
it quickly became evident that in the
1950s and 1960s the Political Studies
Association was regarded as an elite
club for university staff. Applications
submitted for membership from a variety
of ‘outsiders’ were turned down in order
to maintain the exclusivity of the club.
One of the ‘interlopers’ was
Maurice Spiers who had been an
undergraduate at Keele where Sammy
Finer had been particularly helpful to
him personally. Maurice helped me by
putting me in contact with the Alumni
Office at Keele from whom I obtained a
photograph of Sammy Finer for the book
and they also contacted former students
of the ebullient Finer to provide a series
of reminiscences. Maurice then went
as a postgraduate to the Manchester
department headed by WJM Mackenize.
Famous Fridays
He recalls the famous Friday afternoon
seminars for staff and postgraduates:
‘There was occasionally a slightly
surrealistic feel, e.g., when he got hold
of a French member of the National
Assembly who spoke very typical but
limited French/English. Mackenzie did
his best to translate both ways with
slightly comic results.’

Stultifying Rigidity
After Manchester, Maurice obtained
a job at what became Bradford
University, but was then a College of
Advanced Technology. Despite being
beneath the salt in terms of the status
of his institution, he was admitted to
membership. He thinks that he was
given backing by Sammy Finer and
Bill Mackenzie who ‘virtually ran the
profession’.
Maurice then taught at Bradford
and in the late 1960s participated in
a Civil Service Administrative Class
principal’s scheme spending two years
in Whitehall. This experience taught
him he says its potential ‘for stultifying
rigidity as well as its unique centralising
capacity.’ He then returned to Bradford
to write books on Manchester local
government and public administration.
New Book
Maurice took early retirement in the
1980s ‘to get more experience of the
non-academic world’, but now aged
77, he has returned to his academic
endeavours with a self-published book on
My Philosophical Investigations: a Personal
Enquiry. Here, he takes the major areas
of philosophy such as logic and language,
epistemology, ethics and metaphysics
and certain problems in the philosophy
of science and mathematics and others,
and using the device of ‘the naïve
individual’ (as opposed to what he terms
‘that philosophical fraud “the sceptic”’,

so beloved of traditional philosophers),
he examines some of the problems
raised in each.
In the case of political science and
theory, in a chapter entitled ‘Ultimate
Political Entities: The Example of the
State’, he writes, ‘As the technical
apparatus of the state grows ever more
total in its aims and perspectives, so
does the individual human’s awareness
of a dislocated consciousness prove to
be more apparent’. In his discussion, he
takes account of recent literature in the
Political Studies Association family of
journals.
Socially Extended
Finally, Maurice discusses the extent to
which philosophy might be regarded
as being ‘socially constructed’, or as he
prefers to put it, ‘socially extended’, but
suggests that even this approach raises
serious difficulties. He concludes that
at a fundamental level, a certain form of
indifference is an immanent reaction,
only to be resisted through creative
life and activity, which includes the
establishment of government, and the
practice of politics.
Copies of the book or further
information may be obtained from
Maurice Spiers at 2, Browfield, Spring
Gardens Lane, Keighley, West Yorkshire,
BD 20 6LS. Price £15 (including postage
and packing), UK, £19 inclusive outside
the UK. (Phone 01535 602964)

ELiSS (Enhanced Learning in the Social Sciences)

The journal seeks to attract contributions
on the following:
❖A
 critical analysis of teaching
and learning which takes account
of national and international
developments;
❖R
 eflections on practice which can
inform and support others;
Professor Neil Collins
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email: n.collins@ucc.ie
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❖E
 xemplars of innovations which are
theorised and supported through
scholarship;
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 ngagement with theoretical debates
within the social sciences which inform
learning and teaching;
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changing processes in teaching and
learning.
Seeking Papers
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special issue for publication in April
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Holly Hardwicke
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Bringing more Discipline to Oz

A New Degree
The Government discipline in the
Faculty of Business and Government at
the University of Canberra, Australia has
launched a new degree in 2010 – the
Bachelor of Politics and International
Relations. The new Politics and
International Relations degree was
initiated and developed by the foundation
convenor Associate Professor Mary
Walsh and is unique in Australia, being
based upon extensive market research of
offerings in all 38 Australian universities
to differentiate the degree. The degree
incorporates core units in economics,
international business, national security
and border control and two majors
– politics and international relations
& governance and policy, as well as six
elective units.
The new degree offers units
developed by the National Security
Institute taught by Professor Peter
Leahy and the Centre for Customs and
Excise at the University of Canberra.
In the first semester intake for 2010,
we had 79 enrolments, with future
enrolments looking promising in the
winter term and semester two. Students
completing the National Security unit
are eligible to apply for a number
of merit based Internships available
in public and private organisations
including the Department of Prime
Minister and Cabinet – National Security
and International Policy branch, the
Asia Pacific Civil-Military Centre of
Excellence, the Land Warfare Studies
Centre and the International Deployment
Group with the Australian Federal Police.
From 2011, the Bachelor of Politics and
International Relations will be available
in double degree combinations with
Law, Science in Psychology, Business
Administration, Commerce and Applied
Economics.
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The Government Discipline
The Head of the Government discipline
is Professor Mark Turner and the Dean of
the Faculty of Business and Government
is Professor Mark Evans (both originally
from England). Staff of the Government
discipline includes Professor John
Halligan, Associate Professor Mary
Walsh, Dr Anni Dugdale, Dr Chris
Sadleir, Dr Christopher Roberts, Dr Phil
Larkin, Dr Robin Tennant Wood, Vanessa
McDermott and Michael de Percy.
Whilst the group is small in number,
there is a highly active research culture
with strong international connections in
research and consultancy. The Discipline
strengths include public policy, public
administration, development studies,
politics and international relations and
political theory. With close links to the
Federal and Territory governments in
Canberra, the Government discipline
is also home to a longstanding Masters
of Public Administration degree. The
MPA has been undergoing significant
revision, with the introduction of a series
of MPA pathways, taught in conjunction
with other Faculties and Centres across
the University. MPA pathways in
Applied Corporate Governance, Border
Management, Educational Leadership,
Public Policy, and Revenue Management
have been recently introduced, with the
others to follow.
The National Security Institute
The Government discipline in the
Faculty of Business and Government
works closely with the National Security
Institute and the Australian and New
Zealand School of Government’s
Institute for Governance which are both
located in the Faculty. The National
Security Institute focuses on the way
all the elements of power of the nation
can contribute in a comprehensive
and coordinated manner to a whole of
government approach to Australia’s
national security. The mission is to
contribute to Australia’s national security
as a whole of nation endeavour through
independent research, education, training
and advocacy. The National Security
Institute hosts a monthly lecture series.
Speakers who have given presentations
include Duncan Lewis, National Security
Advisor, Bill Paterson, Ambassador

for Counter Terrorism, Assistant
Commissioner for National Security Peter
Drennan, Australian Federal Police and
Alan Gyngell, Director General of the
Office of National Assessments.
ANZSOG Institute for Governance
The establishment of the Australian and
New Zealand School of Government’s
ANZSOG Institute for Governance
at the University of Canberra reflects
the commitment of both institutes to
producing research and encouraging
professional development which has
broad social purpose and genuine
public value. ANZSOG is one of the few
educational institutions in the world
that can claim to be unique in the sense
that it was born from a belief that the
best professional development is a
product of cutting edge teaching and
learning methods underpinned by the
highest quality action based research.
The University of Canberra shares this
philosophy and is dedicated to promoting
outstanding public sector leadership,
policy and delivery that really work for
the benefit of the public. The Institute
is co-host to The Australian Centre for
Excellence for Local Government and
the Canberra MPA and Professional
Development Programmes.
www.canberra.edu.au
www.canberra.edu.au/centres/nsi
www.governanceinstitute.edu.au

Mary Walsh,
Associate Professor

Professor Mark Turner,
Head of Discipline
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Prizewinners at the Edinburgh Conference 2010

Professor Brendan O’Leary, University of Pennsylvania;
and Dr Paul Mitchell, LSE, receiving the ‘Harrison Prize
for Best Paper in Political Studies in 2008’
Alex Salmond, First Minister of Scotland presenting
Professor Frank Bealey with his award – ‘Political Studies
Association of the UK Special Recognition of Lifelong
Contribution’

The Guest Speaker at the Association Annual Dinner was
First Minister Alex Salmond MSP, who spoke about the
political situation in Scotland and his ambition once again
to be nominated for the Political Studies Association Prize
for Politician of the Year.

Dr Steven Curtis, London Metropolitan University,
who received the ‘Crick Prize for Outstanding
Teaching, New Entrant Prize’

Cristina Leston-Bandeira, University of Hull, receiving
the ‘Bernard Crick Teaching Prize’

Caroline Wintersgill collected the ‘BJPIR Prize for best
paper published in BJPIR’ on behalf of her husband Dr
David Owen, Southampton.

Other Prizewinners, not pictured:

Dr Matthew Watson, University of Warwick, who
received the ‘Best Paper in Politics 2009’
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John Connolly (Strathclyde)
Sir Walter Bagehot Prize for Best Dissertation in
Government and Public Administration
Laura Valentini (UCL)
Sir Ernest Barker Prize for Best Dissertation in
Political Theory
Meryl Kenny (Edinburgh)
Arthur McDougall Prize for Best Dissertation in
Elections, Electoral Systems or Representation
Geoffrey Evans (Nuffield College, Oxford)
Harrison Prize for Best Paper in Political Studies
in 2008

Dr Douglas Bulloch, London School of Economics,
receiving the ‘Lord Bryce Dissertation Prize’ from Lyndon
S. Trott, Chief Minister of the States of Guernsey
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