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23 March 2015 

Dear Mr Gibb, 

The Political Studies Association welcomes the recent commitment outlined by awarding 
bodies to reform the Government and Politics A-level specification for first teaching from 
2017.  The subject is a valued and important element of sixth form study. 
  
The Political Studies Association believe that the qualification is academically rigorous and a 
good benchmark for universities to accurately identify the level of attainment of students 
planning to progress to undergraduate study at a UK Higher Education institution.  As well as 
further study, increasing young people’s knowledge and understanding of politics prepares 
students for many forms of employment.   
 
However, we believe that the ongoing curriculum reforms offer the perfect opportunity to 
reinvigorate the Government and Politics curriculum.  Whilst there is a clear desirability in 
reflecting existing teacher specialism in UK politics, political institutions, and political 
ideologies, the Association believes that there is both a demand and a need for a 
rejuvenated A-level curriculum that is suitable for the learning of political studies in a 
contemporary, global world.  
 
Furthermore, a more engaging curriculum could seek to address the challenges faced in 
encouraging young people to study and participate in politics.  There is scope to draft a 
specification that enhances students’ understanding of the world around them and prepares 
students as global citizens who possess the knowledge, skills, and motivation they need to 
bring about positive change in their democracies and communities.  
 



We urge the Department for Education to consider these points when drafting revised GCE 
AS and A Level subject criteria for Government and Politics.  We would welcome a meeting 
with a meeting with you or your officials responsible for A-level reform to discuss the best 
way forward to progress this issue and how best that these aims may be achieved. 
 
We would be grateful to hear your views on this important issue. 
 
With best wishes, 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helena Djurkovic 

Chief Executive Officer 

Political Studies Association UK 

 


