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Why Politics?
It’s not all about ending up as… a politician!

Why study politics?
 Interesting and relevant: from international terrorism to the 2014 Scottish Independence
Referendum and EU Referendums, studying politics covers a range of diverse and
contemporary issues and provide solutions to difficult problems. It never gets dull… or at
least not too often!
 Opportunities: the establishment of the Parliament in Scotland and the Assemblies in
Wales, Northern Ireland and London mean that power is shifting and there are a wide
variety of opportunities for your age group. If you take further study, you could be making
the decisions!
 Multicultural environment: the great reputation of political institutions in Scotland attracts
students from across Europe and the rest of the world
 Develop a better understanding of the world and different cultures
 Sharing experiences with your colleagues

Why study politics?
 It affects your life decisions and the environment you live in: as a politics student, you'll
look at the work of governments and their policies and study the behaviour of those who
govern - and who they are governing - both at home and abroad. You'll also gain knowledge
of domestic and international institutions and issues relating to conflict and cooperation
(war and peace)
 Why does war occur? Why does peace last?

 Employability: studying politics will help to improve your:
 Writing skills (ranging from short 500 word reports to a longer Honours dissertation, this
area can help show that you can communicate effectively in written English). Learning how
to develop and argument and recommend solutions to complex problems is at the heart of
a politics course
 Oral presentations to groups of other students, helping to improve your confidence and
team work
 Help to improve your IT skills further (data management etc.).
Graduates go on to work in a number of areas such as government, journalism, teaching and
research, in both the public and commercial sector. Many also pursue academic research
careers in the UK, Europe and North America

Why did we choose Strathclyde?
 Learning in the heart of Scotland's largest city
 The University is located in the heart of Scotland’s biggest and most multicultural city. Great
art scenes, music venues, amazing nightlife, cinema, top-rated places to eat out. As
students, choosing Strathclyde is about more than just the academic life, the social life is
second to none! There is always somewhere new to discover and something new to
experience…
 With four universities and many colleges based in and around the city there is a large
student community. As students we are more than well catered for!

Earning its reputation as one of the world’s greatest, Glasgow was named as a must-visit destination by the
New York Times, The Telegraph, The Guardian and Wanderlust and was voted the ‘friendliest city in the
world’ in a Rough Guide poll.

Why did we choose Strathclyde?

 Diverse student population

 Every year, thousands of students make Strathclyde their first choice
 There are over 17,000 undergraduates, 80% of whom live on or close to campus in the
heart of Glasgow
 16% are overseas students from more than 100 countries around the world
 Each year approximately 45,000 students come to the university to study part-time, either
in the evenings and weekends or through distance learning. Strathclyde provides a flexible
learning experience to suit you!

Why did we choose Strathclyde?

 A great student union and lots of Clubs/ societies to choose from
The University Union is the centre of social life for many Strathclyde students - it's where many
people go to meet and relax with friends and enjoy some great nights out. The Union has bars
and clubs to cater for all…
You may wish to join a club or society. With more than 50 active clubs and societies at
Strathclyde, it's easy to find other people who share your interests - whether that's music,
drama,
sports
or
voluntary
work…
If sports are your thing then our Sports Union offers a wide range of facilities and team sports
from football and rugby to athletics

Why did we choose Strathclyde?

Compact campus and a home from home…

The University of Strathclyde’s teaching, support, socialising and accommodation facilities are
all based in a self contained campus, so you are surrounded by students and staff. This gives
the campus a friendly, supportive atmosphere.
This is a real bonus! Other than the hills…it’s a really great place to live and learn.
At Strathclyde, they provide secure accommodation for every new eligible student (living
outwith a 25 mile radius of the city centre) where you can make friends and feel at the centre
of university life. To make your time here as easy and straightforward as possible, we have a
dedicated Residence Services team to help you all year round. There are residence assistants
on campus if you need them outwith accommodation office hours.
Over 1,440 students live in the University's campus village in the heart of the John Anderson
Campus.

Why choose Strathclyde?
Study abroad
Strathclyde students have the opportunity to spend up to one year of their degree studying at
a partner University in Europe, North America, Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore
and Japan. The European programme for study known as ERASMUS is partly funded by the
University and the Scottish Government.
Spending a full year or a semester abroad, normally in the third year, is an opportunity which
few people have in their lives and, for those who do, that time can be the most rewarding for
them in terms of their personal development and establishing their career direction for the
future.

Why choose politics at Strathclyde?
Lecturers/ Research
The researchers are among the very best in their field. Strathclyde welcomes visiting
scholars, postdoctoral researchers and often invite external speakers to take part in
our seminar and lecture series. As a student, you will have the opportunity to learn
from those who are passionate and leading in that topic!
The School of Government and Public Policy has a long history of producing worldclass research. They are one of the founding members of the European Consortium
for Political Research (ECPR), the largest organisation of its kind in European political
science
Politics and international relations at Strathclyde was ranked number 11 in the UK in
the 2014 by the Research Excellence Framework, the official assessment of the
quality of research in UK higher education institutions

Applying your skills
You'll have the opportunity to get involved in international essay writing competitions,
external and internal internship programmes as well as awards within both the Faculty
of Humanities & Social Sciences, and the School of Government & Public Policy for
being the best student in the year.

Why choose politics at Strathclyde?
Classes
Modern Political Thought
International Relations and Global Politics
Comparative Politics
American Politics
European Politics
Chinese Politics
Scottish Politics
Parliamentary Studies
(the School of Government & Public Policy also won a UK Parliament Outreach
competition which allowed us to introduce a funded class - one of only two in
Scotland). This class had a trip to the Scottish Parliament and Westminster
War, Terrorism and Conflict
Political Behaviour

Why choose politics at Strathclyde?
Politics at Strathclyde was No. 1 in Scotland
for research impact and No. 1 for overall
satisfaction in the latest National Student
Survey rankings.
Flexibility
The Humanities and Social Sciences degree
programme is incredibly flexible at the
University, providing several different
options for you to choose from as part of
your first year. Studying a wider range of
subjects in the beginning certainly broadens
your outlook and leaves your options open!

Thank you for listening.
Any questions?

