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Report of the Trustees for 2009

The trustees, who act as directors for the purposes of company law, have pleasure in submitting their 
Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2009. Reports from the 
Chair, Secretary and chairs of sub-committees, providing more details of the activities of the charity, 
will be available at the Annual General Meeting to be held on 31 March 2010 in the George Hotel, 
Edinburgh. The following report was approved by the trustees at their meeting on 29 March 2010.

Legal Status

The Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom, also known as the Political Studies 
Association, is a company limited by guarantee (number 3628986). The Association’s governing 
document is the Memorandum and Articles of Association of 9 September 1998, as amended 
on 10 April 2001 and 5 April 2006. The Political Studies Association is also a registered charity 
(number 1071825) and is subject to the provisions of the Charities Acts 1993, 1996 and 2006, 
and the rulings of the High Court with regard to charities generally. The charity is registered for VAT 
(registration number 620.3514.86).

The members of the Executive Committee of the Political Studies Association are the trustees of 
the charity and are personally accountable for the proper management of the Association and its 
assets, and are required to act prudently at all times in the best interests of the charity.

The Charities Act 1993 requires registered charities to make an annual return of accounts and 
activities. This Act, the Charities Act 2006, the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 1995 
and the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (‘Charity 
SORP’, latest version 2005) form the accounting framework for charities. The current guidance is to 
be found on the Charity Commission’s website at http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/publications/
cc15b.asp. The Executive Committee has authorised the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer (the 
Management Committee) to take any advice necessary to ensure that the Association and its trustees 
fully and properly meet all requirements and responsibilities under the more stringent regime for 
charities. We are most grateful to the staff at KPMG LLP and Farrer & Co for their assistance.

Objects and Membership 

The Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom was founded in 1950. The objects of the 
Association, set out in clause 3 of the company’s Memorandum of Association, are ‘to promote the 
development of political studies and to encourage education and the advancement of learning in the 
art and science of government and in other branches of the political sciences.’

Any person holding an appointment in political studies and allied subjects in an institute of higher 
education, and any other person whose participation is likely to be advantageous to political studies, 
may become a member. There are separate categories of membership for postgraduate students, 
and people who are retired. At the end of December 2009, the total membership stood at 1,780, 
compared with 1,750 at the end of 2008. There were 1,228 full members in the UK (1,356 at the 
end of 2008), 74 full members in the rest of the world, 70 retired (57) and 337 graduate members 
(337). During the year, a new category of membership was created, namely ‘Teachers’ and by the 
end of 2009 71 individuals had joined the Association via this new route. Membership has more 
than doubled from a total of 879 in 1998.
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Trustees and Governance

The trustees of the Association are the Executive Committee. At the end of 2009 there were 20 
trustees, of whom twelve were directly elected (including the Secretary and Treasurer), and eight 
were co-opted. Elections to the Executive Committee are conducted by a postal ballot and those 
so chosen serve for three years. During 2009, Terrell Carver, Lyndsey Harris, Kevin Hickson, Iain 
McLean and Andrew Russell were elected or re-elected to serve on the Executive Committee. All the 
trustees who served in 2009 are listed on pages 2–3. All new trustees are offered induction training. 
No trustee receives any remuneration. 

The Chair of the Association is elected by the Executive Committee and serves for three years. 
Professor Vicky Randall served throughout the year. The Association’s National Office is presently 
based at Newcastle University. In February the Executive Officer, Jack Arthurs, left the PSA and the 
trustees would like to thank him for his contribution to the Association over nine years.

The Executive Committee normally meets four times a year. In 2009 an extra meeting was held to 
discuss constitutional matters. In addition, a special quinquennial strategy meeting is held every 
five years to consider the long-term direction of the Association and to produce an action plan. 
Such a meeting took place in July 2009. Arising out of the discussions at the strategy meeting it 
was agreed firstly to put in motion plans to appoint a Chief Executive Officer for the Association 
and to establish an office for the Association in London and secondly to establish a working party 
on matters of Association governance and the Constitution. In addition it was agreed to draw up a 
‘five year plan’ for the Association.

Much of the Association’s work is undertaken by (sub-) committees. These were revised during the 
course of 2009 and since September have consisted of the following: Management; Conferences 
and Events; Finance; International Relations; Membership; Research, Education and Advocacy; 
Publications; Public Relations and Communications. The Postgraduate Network is run by its own 
committee, the Chair of which attends the Executive Committee. The new Teachers’ Section once it 
is formally established will have a similar governance system. Committees, all of which have written 
terms of reference, circulate information and consider issues by email and take and ratify decisions at 
meetings held before the quarterly Executive Committee meetings and at other times, as necessary.

The Association has a President (Professor Jon Tonge, who was Chair from 2005–2008), two Honorary 
Vice-Presidents, and 14 Vice-Presidents, who are past Chairs and eminent figures with an interest 
in the work of the Association. The President and Vice-Presidents assist in various ways, such as 
serving as judges for awards and prizes and raising funds through sponsorship.

Good Practice

The Charity Commission Review Visit in December 2002 resulted in a comprehensive and 
complimentary report. It stated that the Association was well run and meeting its legal responsibilities 
and the report also provided useful advice and guidance on how to improve still further. During 2009, 
the trustees again considered the general observations, legal requirements and key action points, 
good practice issues and the key recommendation, taking action as appropriate. In the process of 
an ongoing constitutional review, those trustees able to attend held a useful meeting with a partner 
of Farrer & Co. who advised trustees of current legal requirements and recommended practice. The 
trustees keep their practices under review and take professional advice as necessary to ensure 
that the charity fully complies with any changes in the legal or administrative framework and to 
implement best practice wherever appropriate.

Public Benefit

In preparing this report the trustees confirm that they have had regard to the Charity Commission’s 
guidance on public benefit, as set out in its publication Charities and Public Benefit: the Charity 
Commission’s general guidance on public benefit (Revised version January 2008) and subsequent 
postings on the Public Benefit section of its website.
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The Charities Act 2006 sets out the following, among others, as charitable purposes:

…

b) the advancement of education;

…

f) the advancement of the arts, culture, heritage, or science

The Commission explains that ‘The advancement of science includes scientific research and charities 
connected with various learned societies and institutions’ (at http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/ 
spr/corcom1.asp#8 consulted 11 January 2010).

The Association has provided a benefit to the public by carrying out the activities listed in this 
report in accordance with its charitable object ‘to promote the development of political studies and 
to encourage education and the advancement of learning in the art and science of government and 
in other branches of the political sciences.’

In the trustees’ view, no detriment or harm has arisen out of these activities. The trustees believe 
that nobody is excluded from membership by reason of poverty. As with other learned societies, 
people benefit from the charity not only from becoming members, but also from the dissemination 
of knowledge about politics and political science through the charity’s free-to-view website at  
www.psa.ac.uk and the activities listed below.

The Association’s Journals

The Association provides a public benefit by publishing four journals in partnership with Wiley-
Blackwell. These are Political Studies, the British Journal of Politics and International Relations, 
Politics and Political Studies Review. In 2009 there were four issues of Political Studies and the 
British Journal of Politics and International Relations and three issues of Politics and Political 
Studies Review. Each of these journals has a different focus with the first two aiming to publish 
academic papers which cover the whole range of research topics in political studies. However, the 
British Journal of Politics and International Relations is distinctive in seeking to publish articles 
which relate specifically to academic debates in international relations. By contrast Political Studies 
Review publishes papers relating to wide academic debates and literature reviews of research 
topics which generally are rather broader in scope. Finally Politics publishes analyses, debates and 
surveys of topics relating to politics and society and appeals particularly to graduate students and 
early career researchers. 

The trustees wish to record their thanks to Professor Martin Smith at Sheffield, Professor Matthew 
Festenstein at York, and the rest of the team at the University of Sheffield, for their work in editing 
Political Studies which is the flagship journal of the Association. We are also grateful to Rene Bailey for 
her work as Managing Editor during 2009. The British Journal of Politics and International Relations 
continues to enhance its growing international reputation. Thanks are due to the departing editorial 
team, led by Professor Chris Pierson at Nottingham University and congratulations extended to the 
new editorial team based at Queen’s University Belfast, led by Managing Editor Professor Richard 
English. The Association is also grateful to the editorial team of Politics, Dr Jane Duckett, Dr Paul 
Graham and Dr Alasdair Young at the University of Glasgow, and to David Richards at Sheffield for 
his work as editor of Political Studies Review.

Members of the Association receive copies of all the journals – a total of 14 issues in 2009. They are 
available to libraries and other institutions as a complete package or separately, as a combined print 
and on-line subscription, or electronic-only access. Purchasing deals by consortiums of libraries are 
of growing importance and in 2009 this category included a growing number of subscribers. 
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The Association is embarking on a new venture in 2010 with the publication of the first issue of 
Political Insight, a new journal specifically aimed at reaching out to the wider community by making 
academic research accessible to the general reader. The new editor for the journal, Peter Geoghegan, 
was appointed in 2009 and he combines experience of academic research and journalism. The first 
issue will appear in March 2010 to coincide with the 60th annual international conference of the 
Association. The Association sees the new journal as an important vehicle for achieving outreach 
to the wider community thereby helping to fulfil its obligations as a charitable association. 

The Publications Sub-Committee of the Executive held three meetings in 2009 chaired by Professor 
Paul Whiteley from the University of Essex, and representatives of Wiley-Blackwell our publishing 
partners were closely involved. During the year the sub-committee covered a number of important 
issues such as the recruitment of an editor for the new journal, Political Insight, the changing market 
for academic journals, the growing significance of sales to consortiums and of on-line delivery of 
journals, income and expenditure trends, support for events such as the annual Awards Ceremony, 
and other ways of raising the profile of the charity and UK political studies, particularly overseas. The 
sub-committee has also appointed editors or authors for new one-off publications associated with 
the 60th anniversary celebrations. These include an edited volume on New Directions in Political 
Science to be edited by Colin Hay from the University of Sheffield, a book on British Political Thought 
in the Twentieth Century to be edited by Paul Kelly from the London School of Economics, and a 
history of the PSA to be written by Wyn Grant from the University of Warwick.

Other Activities for the Public Benefit  

Central to the Association’s mission to promote communication is the Political Studies Association 
NEWS, which is published a minimum of four times a year. During 2009 it was again edited by Professor 
Neil Collins, (University College Cork), assisted by Holly Hardwicke. It includes short articles and 
commentaries, as well as news from departments, information on research grants and projects, 
and details of conferences, specialist groups and other activities. It is available on the Association’s 
web pages as well as in its printed version. The charity’s website www.psa.ac.uk, which is managed 
by Professor Richard Topf (London Metropolitan University), also carries information about all the 
Association’s activities, past minutes of Executive meetings, news of conferences, and has over 12,000 
links to other politics web pages. Traffic on this website is monitored. Usage rose sharply during 
2009, with just one-third of site traffic originating from the UK, with almost 20% from the USA, and 
over 7,000 unique visitors from China. The Association also maintains www.studypolitics.org which 
is an on-line facility providing details of undergraduate and postgraduate degree courses.

The Political Studies Association also arranges an annual conference, and graduate conferences and 
conferences for Heads of Politics Departments, as well as other seminars and meetings. It publishes 
an annual Directory of Politics Staff, a biennial Media Register of Experts, a booklet entitled Study 
Politics, and various other publications. The Association also supports an array of specialist research 
groups, undertakes a regular survey of the profession, awards annual book, dissertation and lifetime 
achievement prizes, and each year presents awards to celebrate the achievements of individuals 
and organisations in the field of political studies.

The Association also publishes Political Studies UK. Edited by Professor Charlie Jeffery, with 
assistance from Professor John Benyon, the booklet provides an introduction to political studies 
in the United Kingdom, looking at how the subject is taught in higher education, and the directions 
and findings of political studies research. Political Studies UK also outlines the discipline’s major 
specialist fields, gives a brief history of the discipline and provides information about the work of 
the Political Studies Association.

Promoting Equal Opportunities

As reported in last year’s Trustees’ Report, surveys undertaken by the Association over a number 
of years have shown that, despite some positive trends, the political studies discipline in British 
universities remains largely white and male. During 2004 a report on Women in the Profession was 
published. This study confirmed that further efforts are needed to encourage more women to become 
politics researchers and academics. 
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During 2009 the trustees reaffirmed their commitment to the charity’s equal opportunities policy 
which states: ‘The Political Studies Association, recognising the value of sustaining an inclusive 
decision-making environment in which all members are able to contribute, strives to treat all 
members on the basis of merit and ability alone. It aims to eliminate unjustifiable discrimination 
on the basis of gender, race, nationality, ethnic or national origin, political beliefs, religious beliefs 
or practices, disability, sexual orientation, age or any other inappropriate grounds’.

Again as reported in last year’s Trustees’ Report, towards the end of 2008 the Association established 
a Diversity Working Party chaired by Professor Vicky Randall. It is intended that this will form the 
basis for an Equality and Diversity sub-committee in the longer run but presently the working 
party is concentrating on the issue of ethnic minority representation. The working party has now 
met four times. It has begun to gather more systematic information concerning ethnicity within the 
Association and the profession. In November 2009 it organised a Diversity Awareness Forum where 
a number of related issues were discussed and a report on this forum was subsequently published 
in the Political Studies Association NEWS.

Overseas Links

The Executive Committee has set increased international activity as one of its priorities, in order to 
raise the standing of UK political studies and to increase the number of academics from overseas 
attending the Association’s annual conference. 

The Political Studies Association is affiliated to the International Political Science Association (IPSA) 
and works with the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), the American Political 
Science Association (APSA), and other national political science associations. In 2009 Professor 
Wyn Grant was re-elected to the Executive Committee of IPSA. A former Chair of the Political 
Studies Association, Professor Grant acts as a link with IPSA, particularly in managing schemes to 
enable political scientists from less-developed parts of the world to attend its Research Committee 
conferences and triennial Annual Congress.

The Political Studies Association is an active ‘Related Group’ within APSA, and in 2009 held two 
successful panels at APSA’s Annual Meeting in Toronto. There is an open and highly competitive 
‘call’ for proposals, and the Association’s International Relations subcommittee will be considering 
which proposals will best showcase UK-based and other international political scientists at the next 
meeting, to be held in Washington, D.C., 2-5 September 2010.

The Association has played a central role in setting up the new European Confederation of Political 
Science Associations (ECPSA), and will be hosting an executive meeting and other relevant activities 
in 2010. The ECPSA remit covers research, teaching and numerous European initiatives. The Political 
Studies Association is also reaching out to other European national associations and establishing 
reciprocal relations on an individual basis. 

Raising the International Profile

Following its stated policy of assisting with the further internationalisation of UK political studies, 
the Association welcomed ‘exchangers’ from the Australian, Brazilian, Hellenic, New Zealand and 
Korean political science associations to the Annual Conference in Manchester in 2009. It also 
sponsored presenters from the American Political Science Association British Politics Group, the 
Asian Politics and International Studies Association, and political scientists from China, Egypt 
and Singapore. Overall these arrangements and schemes enabled 25 individuals from overseas to 
participate in the UK Association’s annual meeting.

The Political Studies Association has allocated a substantial budget to support members attending 
national association meetings overseas. Owing to excessive demand, particularly for assistance for 
our ‘outgoing’ exchangers, the budget was increased mid-year in 2009. The scheme has been recosted 
upwards and extended for the 2010 financial year.
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Research, Education, and Advocacy

The Association continued with its evidence-based response to the proposed Research Excellence 
Framework (REF) in 2009. In February the Association (in conjunction with BISA) held a special 
heads of politics departments’ conference to discuss the outcome of the 2008 Research Assessment 
Exercise (RAE), its significance and the run up to REF.

There has been an acceptance by the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) that 
bibliometric citation databases are insufficiently stocked to inform the REF in social sciences in the 
first instance. Some trustees, in their academic capacity, were involved in exploring the strengths and 
limitations of bibliometric and reputational methods of evaluating people and departments. Thus, 
the first REF for Politics and International Studies will resemble many of the features of the old RAE 
(in particular with the influence of sub-panels). REF panels will have less discretion to determine 
the relative loadings of components of the final scores than was possible in the old RAE. 

Measures of ‘esteem’ are to be replaced with notions of ‘impact’ evaluated at the departmental level. 
The Political Studies Association made several representations to HEFCE in order to attempt to 
shape the particular detail of impact in the first REF. The Association feels that the definition of 
‘impact’ is insufficiently clear at this point. In December 2009 the Association wrote to HEFCE as 
part of the consultation exercise. The Association argued that the maximum strength of the impact 
loading should be 15% rather than the 25% proposed by the funding council. The Association also 
pointed out that while supporting the consultation document’s stated aim, that the four funding 
councils should retain a UK-wide framework for research assessment, the devolved administrations 
had not yet come to a uniform view on how the outcome of the REF should inform decisions on 
funding allocations. The Political Studies Association also pointed out that the HEFCE’s consultation 
document proposed to combine assessment criteria in what seemed a contradictory way. The 
Association’s evidence drew attention to relevant findings of social choice theory.

The Association was represented at a number of conferences on different aspects of research in 
higher education, including those hosted by the British Academy, the Academy of Social Sciences, 
the Royal Society, and various funding councils.

Specialist Groups

At the end of 2009 the number of specialist groups supported by the Association was 41. The 
Specialist Activities Fund continued to be a popular competition for groups to apply to, in addition to 
the annual grant provided by the Association. Several groups put on high profile events in 2009. 

In 2009 it was agreed that specialist groups would have to write a formal constitution and that 
they would have to either charge membership fees or charge non-members of the Association for 
attendance at workshops organised with the charity’s funds. The deadline for writing a constitution 
was set for April 2010. Anyone wanting to establish a new group can apply to the Association for 
recognition at the October Executive Committee Meeting.

Education and Teaching

The Political Studies Association is strongly committed to the teaching of political studies. In this 
regard, it continues to foster links with other organisations, including the subject centre for Sociology, 
Anthropology and Politics (C-SAP). The Association has representation on C-SAP’s Politics Reference 
Group. It is planned to co-host an external examiner forum, together with C-SAP, in May 2010. 
Other, firmly established, links include those with the Political Education Forum (the successor 
organisation to the Politics Association). 

The Political Studies Association funded the attendance of member Dr Cathy Gormley-Heenan (of 
Ulster University) at the American Political Science Association’s Teaching and Learning Politics 
Annual Conference held in Baltimore, Maryland in February 2009. Contributions were also made to 
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the Independent Education Supplement, 50:50 Magazine and the New Statesman’s supplement on 
studying politics. The Association submitted a bid to host an event at the ESRC Festival of Social 
Science. Although unsuccessful it generated useful feedback and will be carried through to 2011. 
The focus is upon ‘events targeted at young people’ and will result in a seminar/workshop examining 
whether the vote in the UK should be lowered to 16. 

In addition the Political Studies Association established links with the political ‘lifestyle’ magazine, 
Total Politics. The Association also created two useful databases – one of academics willing to speak 
in schools and colleges about studying politics, the other of academics willing to put themselves 
forward for consideration as an external examiner.

Manchester International Conference

The 59th Annual Conference of the Political Studies Association was held at the University of 
Manchester from 7–9 April 2009. The conference was a great success, with around 450 participants, 
and had the overall theme of ‘Challenges for Democracy in a Global Era’. Professor Charles Mills 
(John Evans Professor of Moral and Intellectual Philosophy at Northwestern University) was a 
keynote speaker at the plenary panel on ‘Liberalism and Race’ which was chaired by Professor Keith 
Dowding. David Held (LSE), Kimberly Hutchings (LSE) and James Brassett (University of Warwick) 
were keynote speakers at the plenary panel on ‘Cosmopolitanism After 9/11’ which was chaired by 
Dr Elizabeth Frazer. Professor Fred Halliday (Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals) delivered 
the Government and Opposition Leonard Schapiro Memorial Lecture on ‘The Legacies of Cold War: 
Lessons and Consequences’.

For the second time the specialist group guest speaker competition ran, enabling six specialist 
groups to bring overseas speakers to the conference. Professor András Bozóki (Central European 
University, Budapest) contributed to the Comparative European Politics Specialist Group plenary. 
Professor Mauro Calise (University of Naples Federico II and President of the Italian Political 
Studies Association) was the guest speaker for the Italian Politics Specialist Group. Professor 
Emilio Pantojas-Garcia (University of Puerto Rico) was the guest speaker for the Caribbean Politics 
Specialist Group. Professor Andrew Calabrese (University of Colorado) participated via the Media 
and Politics Specialist Group. Professor Gabriel Sheffer (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem) was 
invited by the Ethnopolitics Specialist Group, and Professor Mark Bevir (University of California, 
Berkeley) participated in the roundtable on ‘Interpretation and Meaning in Political Analysis: An 
International Review’, commenting on ‘Varieties of Anti-Foundationalism’.

Other Conferences and Events  

The Heads of Department Conference was held at the Commonwealth Club on 11 December 2009 
and was again organised by Professor Neil Collins (University College Cork). Topics covered during 
the day included ‘the Research Excellence Framework’ led by Kim Hackett (HEFCE) and Professor 
Patrick Dunleavy (LSE), ‘Interdisciplinary Politics Courses’ led by Dr Raia Prokhovnik and Dr Jef 
Huysmans (Open University), ‘Student Recruitment: Coping with Competition and Changes’ led by 
Kevin Van-Cauter (British Council) and Dr David Law (Edge Hill University), ‘Changes at the ESRC: 
Issues for Politics’ led by ESRC CEO Professor Ian Diamond, and ‘Dealing with Re-organisation: Are we 
being Merged or Acquired?’ led by Professor Paul Carmichael (University of Ulster). The Conference 
also included presentations from the Association’s Chair, Professor Vicky Randall, on new initiatives, 
and from Peter Knowles, Controller of the BBC’s Parliamentary Channel, on Democracy Live.

The third Political Studies Association/Hansard Society Annual Lecture took place at the Attlee Suite 
in Portcullis House, London on 30 November 2009. The speaker was John Bercow MP, Speaker of 
the House of Commons, who spoke on Parliament in an Anti-politics Age: The Outreach Challenge. 
The event was very well-attended and broadcast on the BBC Parliament channel, and it concluded 
with a lively question and answer session. The Association values its developing relationship with 
the Hansard Society and with its Director Fiona Booth.
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Annual Prizes

The Association’s prizes were awarded at the Annual Conference Dinner in Manchester in April 
2009. The event was hosted by Professor Vicky Randall, Chair of the Association and the prizes were 
presented by Chris Mullin, MP for Sunderland South.

The Wilfrid Harrison Prize for the best article to appear in Political Studies was awarded to Dr 
James Tilley (Jesus College, Oxford), the best paper to appear in the British Journal of Politics 
and International Relations was awarded to Dr Alex Bellamy (Queensland) while the Politics 
journal prize for best article went to Dr Martin Steven (Glasgow). The Sir Bernard Crick Prize for 
outstanding teaching was awarded to Dr Simon Lightfoot (Leeds) and the new entrant teaching prize 
was awarded to Dr Andrew Schapp (Exeter). 

The recipients of the dissertation prizes were: Walter Bagehot Prize – Dr Felicity Matthews (Sheffield); 
Sir Ernest Barker Prize – Dr Kai Spiekerman (Warwick); Lord Bryce Prize – Dr Emmanual Sigalas 
(Reading); Arthur McDougall Fund Prize – Dr Ben Clements (Essex). The Richard Rose Prize for a 
younger scholar who has made a distinctive contribution through published work to the study of 
politics in the United Kingdom, was awarded to Professor Colin Hay (Sheffield).

Awards 2009

On 24 November 2009 the annual Awards Ceremony was held at the Institute of Directors with the 
Economic and Social Research Council and Wiley–Blackwell as the main sponsors. The event was 
organised by the Political Studies National Office and Alive Events. Nominations for the awards 
were made by members of the Association and the award winners were chosen by a jury made up of 
Professors Vicky Randall (chair), Bhikhu Parekh, Mick Moran, John Benyon, John Curtice, Richard 
Wyn Jones, and Polly Toynbee from the Guardian. The Association is most grateful to Professor 
the Lord Parekh for hosting the meeting of the jury at the House of Lords.

Guests from universities, Parliament, pressure groups, press, radio and television and other learned 
societies were welcomed to the awards lunch by Professor Vicky Randall, Chair of the Association. 
Simon Hoggart (Guardian and Spectator) presided as Master of Ceremonies. Dr Ian Paisley 
MP, MLA and Rhodri Morgan AM were both awarded a Lifetime Achievement in Politics Award, 
Parliamentarian of the Year was awarded to Dr Tony Wright MP, Backbencher of the Year to David 
Davis MP, International Politician of the Year went to President Barack Obama, Political Journalist of 
the Year was awarded to Robert Peston of the BBC and the BBC also won Political Programme of the 
Year for BBC2’s Newsnight. Heather Brooke and Joanna Lumley were both awarded an Influencing 
the Political Agenda Award and the Daily Telegraph won the Political Publication of the Year. 
Professor Robert Hazell of the Constitution Unit, UCL won the Political Studies Communication 
Award. Gerald Scarfe and the Daily Show were both awarded Best Political Satire Award.

The Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for Lifetime Contribution to Political Studies was awarded to Professor 
Richard Rose, and Special Recognition for Political Studies Awards were made to Professor David 
Denver and to Professor Alice Brown. The W J M Mackenzie Book Prize for 2008 was awarded to 
Professor Matthew Flinders (Sheffield). The judges for the Mackenzie Prize were Dr Tony Burns, 
Professor Colin Hay and Professor John Gaffney,

The event prompted a good deal of media interest, with coverage in the Financial Times, and the 
Evening Standard among others, as well as the half-hour programme broadcast on the Parliament 
Channel. The comments received during and after the event were favourable and the targets for 
attendance and media coverage were exceeded. The increasing media coverage demonstrates that 
this is an effective way of making the public aware of the Association and the work of its members 
and of raising the profile of political studies.
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Expenditure during 2009

The total resources used by the charity during 2009 were £613,845, compared with £634,084 in 
2008. This fall of three per cent occurred for a number of reasons, the principal one being the fall of 
23 per cent in expenditure on conferences and events, which was down from £181,079 in 2008 to 
139,076 in 2009. This fall reflected the new approach to running the annual conference – the 2008 
figures include some significant costs for accommodation and food at Swansea whereas these costs 
were much reduced in 2009 at Manchester. In addition, the costs of the access fund fell from £6,420 
in 2008 to zero in 2009 as these costs were absorbed into the overall conference account. 

The total costs for running the National Office were £112,614 (compared to £119,415 in 2008). The 
principal reason for this fall was the reduction in expenditure on the Executive Director. Expenditure 
on membership services rose by 22 per cent from £71,851 in 2008 to £87,364 in 2009 mainly as 
a result of increased expenditure on company business, including legal advice on the proposed 
constitutional changes and personnel advice on the appointment of a chief executive. The outgoings 
on finance and resources showed a modest rise, from £15,853 in 2008 to £17,210 in 2009, largely 
because of the increase in failed direct debit transactions. 

The total costs attributed to charitable activities in 2009 were £509,271 which was a reduction 
of seven per cent on the figure of £546,380 in 2008. In addition to the large fall in outgoings on 
conferences and events, there were falls in the costs of awards and prizes, education and teaching, 
and the internet and media.

Outgoings on external relations and grants in 2009 were £59,872, a rise of £22,765 on the previous 
year. This was in keeping with the Association’s policy of increasing the international profile and 
standing of political studies in the United Kingdom and of continuing to develop overseas links. 
Expenditure on research also increased, largely because a special conference for heads of departments 
was held to discuss the results of the 2008 research assessment exercise. The money spent on 
specialist groups and publications remained fairly similar to the previous year. 

Incoming Resources during 2009

Total incoming resources during 2009 were £848,266 compared with £733,686 in 2008, a rise of 
£114,580 (16%). The principal reason for this large rise was the increase in income from Wiley–
Blackwell, as a result of the publication of the Association’s journals. In 2009 this income was 
£558,065, an increase of £165,618 or 42 per cent on 2008, and this large rise followed a rise of ten 
per cent the year before. The increase reflects the new financial arrangements, which came into effect 
in 2008 as a result of the new contract with the publisher, and the new sales and pricing model. It 
is also a result of a higher-than-anticipated retention rate amongst institutional subscribers. 

In particular, the rise in income for the journals’ subscriptions reflected a change in billing 
arrangements and the changes in currency rates during 2008 and 2009. During the last two years 
many subscribing institutions have changed the currency in which they pay for the journals to US 
dollars, so that now around two-thirds of all subscribers pay in this currency. Other subscribers 
in Europe moved from paying in pounds to euros. These changes coincided with a considerable 
weakening in the value of the pound against the dollar and the euro meaning that the subscriptions 
paid in these currencies were worth a lot more when converted to sterling.   

Income from the 2009 annual conference in Manchester was £78,353. This was much lower than 
the year before because in 2008 the conference income included payments for accommodation and 
meals. The charity’s thanks are due to Sue Forster, the Association’s Conference Officer, and also to 
Ruth Kinna and Moya Lloyd, the Academic Convenors, and the rest of the team involved in running 
a highly successful conference in Manchester. The other main source of the Association’s funds is 
subscriptions paid by members. In 2009 this was £103,239, up from 94,684 in 2008, reflecting the 
growth in the number of members. 
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Income from investments was £28,642 which was down from £43,460 in 2008, reflecting the fall 
in interest rates. Sponsorship for the Awards Ceremony was a somewhat disappointing £15,050 
compared to £26,123 in 2008. Income from the sale of advertising rose by 50 per cent from £7,744 
in 2008 to £11,606 in 2009, for which Sandra McDonagh in the national office deserves thanks 
and congratulations. The amount of VAT reclaimed in 2009 was £31,407 (up from £30,479 the year 
before). The Association’s great appreciation is due to Robert Pugsley, the Treasurer’s Assistant, 
for his very effective work in reclaiming VAT.

Biennial Financial Review

The financial management of the charity is undertaken on an ongoing basis by the Treasurer and his 
Assistant, in liaison with the National Office and the Finance Committee. Members are Dr Katharine 
Adeney, Professors Terrell Carver, James Newell and Vicky Randall and the Treasurer. Reports are 
prepared by the Treasurer and his Assistant for the Finance Committee, the Management Committee 
and the quarterly meetings of the Executive Committee. In the last decade, as a result of the increased 
activities and turnover, the charity’s financial management has become considerably more complex 
and a detailed biennial financial review was instituted in 2003, involving the Association’s auditors 
at KPMG LLP. 

The most recent – the fourth – biennial review took place on 7 October 2009. Terrell Carver, Vicky Randall 
and John Benyon were present for the Association, with Barry Hart and Mike Lane from KPMG LLP, 
and Robert Pugsley in attendance. The meeting examined a number of issues in some detail, including 
trends in income and expenditure and the Association’s policies on risks, investments and reserves. 

Value Added Tax

For many years, with the agreement of HM Customs and Excise, the Association has treated the 
income it receives from membership subscriptions as taxable at the zero rate of VAT. As a result, it 
has not been necessary to levy VAT on the annual membership fee and the Association has been able 
to recover the VAT it incurs on various items of expenditure. This currently amounts to some £31,000 
each year. A detailed investigation took place in 1996–1997 and Customs and Excise ruled that in 
return for its membership subscriptions the Association made a supply of publications which were 
taxable at the zero rate of VAT. This position was confirmed after a further assessment in 2004. 

In April 2006 HM Revenue and Customs began another review of the Association’s VAT position. The 
results were outlined in a letter from HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC), dated 20 November 2006, 
in which the investigating officer said he considered that the correct liability to VAT was not being 
applied to various income sources and to annual membership subscriptions. The Association resolved 
to take professional advice on these issues and engaged Mr Andrew Terry, VAT Manager at KPMG LLP. 
Following lengthy correspondence, in a letter dated 31 October 2007 the Association proposed that 
five per cent of membership subscriptions should be treated as relating to taxable supplies. This was 
accepted by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs in a letter dated 10 January 2008.

Reserves, Investments and Risks

Reserves: Until 2005, the Association’s policy was that reserves should amount to twice annual 
expenditure. This policy was established on the basis of professional advice and documents such as 
the 1997 NCVO/CFDG publication Not Just for a Rainy Day? However, given the rapid growth in both 
income and expenditure during recent years, the aspiration has remained some way off – thus, reserves 
at the end of 2004 stood at £378,004, whereas twice annual expenditure would have been £829,370. 
As a result of discussions with the Charity Commission, during the review visit in December 2002, 
it was agreed that the trustees would re-examine the reserves policy and the issue was raised with 
the financial advisers at the meeting in July 2003. It was agreed that the policy was a cautious one 
but consistent with a wide range of other charities. The policy was discussed and reaffirmed by the 
trustees at their meeting on 1 November 2003 and at the trustees’ strategy meeting in July 2004.
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The matter was raised again at the biennial financial review on 18 October 2005. It was agreed that, 
as the charity’s expenditure had grown to over £400,000, the reserves policy might be seen as over-
cautious and there was an argument to change it to 1.5 times the level of expenditure. It was agreed 
that this change to the reserves’ policy was a sensible one and the revised policy was prudent and 
proper, and was consistent with the trustees’ responsibilities, set out in the Trustees’ Report. The 
revised policy was adopted by the trustees on 29 October 2005. The reserves policy was considered 
again and reaffirmed at the fourth biennial review on 7 October 2009 and this was reported to the 
meeting of the trustees held on 31 October 2009.

Total funds as at 31 December 2009 are £940,714, representing 1.53 times expenditure in 2009, 
and therefore the reserves policy is being met.

Investments: The charity’s policy on investments over many years has been to place the Association’s 
funds in the best, risk-free, investments. In recent years this has been in the Bank of Scotland at what 
was then an advantageous interest rate. As a result of this policy, the Association did not experience 
the losses suffered by many other charities following the periodic falls in the value of stocks and 
shares. The policy has been kept under review and was discussed at the financial review meetings 
in July 2003, October 2005, November 2007 and October 2009. It has also been discussed by the 
Finance Committee and in full meetings of the trustees.

In 2008 the Association was fortunate to secure a return of six per cent for one year in a CAF fixed-
rate account with effect from 31 October 2008. It invested £500,000. During 2009 a further £320,000 
was placed in another short-term CAF account but the return (1.45%) was much lower and interest 
rates have fallen even further since then. Working funds have been held in the Association’s deposit 
account and the current account. In the financial review meeting it was agreed that since interest 
rates were currently very low it would be difficult to expect any significant returns on low-risk 
investments, but that the trustees should keep the situation under review. Overall, the Association’s 
financial advisers said they felt the approach that had been adopted was sensible and appropriate 
in the current climate. 

Risks: Like any charity, the Political Studies Association faces various risks, mainly of a financial 
nature. In terms of income, it is possible that the income from Wiley–Blackwell could decline, as 
a result of a fall in institutional subscriptions, or because of company failure by the publishers or 
their agents. The contract with Wiley–Blackwell includes an annual guaranteed minimum annual 
payment (GMAP) and other safeguards, such as the right to terminate the contract under certain 
conditions. The biggest single safeguard is that the Association holds the titles of its own journals – 
as the Charity Commission Review Visit Report noted: ‘it is in the happy position of being financially 
secure – due in no small part to the wise decision to retain ownership of its publications.’

One issue that has been of concern to the charity is the question of on-line open-access ‘free-to-read’ 
publications. Over several years there has been continuing discussion about the development of such 
publications. Sales of the Association’s journals might be adversely affected were the latest research 
to appear in free publications. As yet, this does not appear to be happening but the matter is being 
kept under review and has been discussed on a number of occasions with Wiley–Blackwell.  

It is also possible that the level of membership might fall, leading to a reduction in income from that 
source, although there would also be associated cost savings, for example on postage and printing. 
Other sources of income could also decline. On the expenditure side, it is possible that there could 
be over-spending by one or more of the committees, or an employee or agent of the Association 
could enter into unwise large-scale commitments – although there are relatively tight controls to 
guard against these eventualities. 

As the Association expands into new areas of activity, such as more publications, grants and awards, 
and conferences and events, so the range of possible risks will expand too. Other risks include 
the possibility of various kinds of legal action against the Association. The availability of sensible 
insurance against certain risks continues to be kept under review. 
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The trustees keep all major risks under review, take advice as necessary and seek to mitigate the risks. 
The principal reason for the reserves policy is to ensure that the Association has sufficient funds to 
guard against any unforeseen eventualities. These matters have been discussed in detail on a number 
of occasions, for example at the financial review meetings in July 2003, October 2005, November 2007 
and on 7 October 2009 and at meetings of the Finance Committee and full meetings of the trustees.

Financial Assessment

Current Position: This is the eighteenth Report of the current Treasurer and it is pleasing to report 
that the Association ran a surplus of £234,421 in 2009. As a result, the Association’s funds carried 
forward rose to £940,714 (from £706,293 at the end of 2008), represented by £810,443 in its bank 
accounts, plus £207,593 due from debtors, less liabilities and deferred income of £77,322. 

The 2009 surplus of £234,421 follows a large surplus of £99,602 in 2008 and £114,660 in 2007, 
although the latter included a one-off ‘signing-on fee’ of £70,000 from Wiley–Blackwell. That followed 
a surplus of £81,416 in 2006 and £32,611 in 2005. Taking these five years together, the Association 
made an overall surplus of £562,710 or an average of £112,542 per year. 

The Association continues to prosper and enjoy rude financial health. Activities have continued 
to grow and so has the income, particularly from the publishing partnership with Wiley–Blackwell. 
Alongside the rising activities and profile of the Association, the number of members continues 
to increase, although it should be noted that the continued rise in the number of members brings 
increases in costs, for example, on journals, Political Studies Association NEWS, the Directory, and 
on various administrative costs. One example is the considerable rise in postage costs over recent 
years while another is the large rise in travel and subsistence costs.

As the trustees reported last year, it seems fair to say that the Political Studies Association of the 
United Kingdom continues to benefit from a virtuous circle of higher income, growing activities, 
additional publications, increased professionalism, better international links, a heightened reputation 
and profile, and a rising membership. The steady pace of growth has enabled the charity to build its 
reserves while expanding and developing its activities. This might aptly be called ‘prudence with a 
purpose’. The Association finds itself in good shape to celebrate its 60th anniversary and can look 
forward with confidence. 

Plans for the Future Period: The trustees are though conscious of the need to consider risks and 
uncertainties about future income and expenditure. The indications are that income from journals 
should continue to rise, but the full effects of electronic publishing and cutbacks in library budgets, 
coupled with the growth in the number and buying-power of consortiums, are factors the effects 
of which cannot be predicted with any certainty. Income from membership subscriptions in 2009 
showed a continued increase and the Executive Committee plans to make a further increase in 
membership numbers a priority for the coming period, including a rise in the new category of teachers’ 
membership. The Association continues to try to generate more income from other sources, such 
as advertising, sales and sponsorship, with much of the effort falling on the shoulders of the staff 
in the National Office although all trustees are also committed to trying to raise additional funds.

There will be an increase in expenditure on staff with the appointment of a chief executive expected 
in mid-2010. The Association’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations are taking place during 2010 with 
investment in various activities, events and publications designed to mark the occasion and to 
provide a springboard for the next period. The Executive Committee has also resolved to continue 
to invest money in various activities, including raising the standing and visibility of the Association 
and the politics discipline, both nationally and internationally. 

Given the uncertainties around income and expenditure, there is clearly a need for continued care 
and prudence, in accordance with the Association’s policy on risks and their mitigation. This will 
entail increasing income where possible and maintaining a tight watch on expenditure, while being 
prepared to invest in new developments in furtherance of the charity’s overall goal of promoting 
political studies and the advancement of learning in the art and science of government.
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Concluding Comments

As this report makes clear, 2009 has been another highly successful and productive year for the 
Association. On behalf of the trustees I should like to thank all those who have helped to make this 
possible. 

Thanks are first and foremost due to Sandra McDonagh, Membership Secretary and Acting Company 
Secretary, and Sue Forster, Conference Officer, in the Newcastle office, for their unstinting and amazingly 
good tempered support in all we do. Thanks, too, to Emma Forster and Jodi Crowther for their additional 
assistance in what has been in many respects an unusually demanding year. At the University of 
Leicester, particular thanks are due to Robert Pugsley, who has continued to serve most effectively 
and diligently throughout the year as the Treasurer’s Assistant, and also to Isobel Woodliffe.    

The assistance provided by the Association’s auditors at KPMG LLP deserves proper acknowledgement 
and particular thanks go to Mairead Evans, Phil Harris, Barry Hart, John Burton and Mike Lane. 
Their advice and professionalism is greatly appreciated. 

Our gratitude is also due to the staff at Wiley–Blackwell Publishers, especially Lucie Peplow, Craig 
Gregory, Gemma Nason, Rachel O’Kane, Rachel Smith, Laura Somers, and Caroline Symcox. We 
greatly value their support and co-operation and it is a pleasure to work with them. 

Our thanks are also due to the staff at Farrer and Co, especially Jo Coleman, for their advice and 
assistance. Finally we should like to thank Marjorie Thompson our media consultant and Simon 
Coote of Alive Events for their contributions to the successes of 2009.

 

Vicky Randall

CHAIR

Approved by the Trustees on 29 March 2010
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Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities
In Respect of the Trustees’ Report and the Financial Statements

The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees’ Annual Report and the financial statements 
in accordance with applicable law and regulations. 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that 
law they have are required to prepare the financial statements in accordance with UK Accounting 
Standards and applicable law (UK Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

Under company law the trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied 
that they give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the excess 
of income over expenditure for that period. 

In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

• state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any 
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 
presume that the charitable company will continue its activities.

The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show 
and explain the charitable company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any 
time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They have general responsibility for taking such 
steps as are reasonably open to them to safeguard the assets of the charitable company and to 
prevent and detect fraud and other irregularities.

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information 
included on the charitable company’s website. Legislation in the UK governing the preparation and 
dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 
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KPMG LLP, 1 Waterloo Way, Leicester, LE1 6LP

Independent Auditors’ Report to the Members of the
Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom

We have audited the financial statements of Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom for the year 
ended 31 December 2009 set out on pages 20 to 24. These financial statements have been prepared under the 
accounting policies set out therein.

This report is made solely to the company’s members, as a body, in accordance with sections 495 and 496 of the 
Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charitable company’s 
members those matters we are required to state to them in an auditors’ report and for no other purpose. To the 
fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charitable 
company and its members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditors

The trustees’ (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) responsibilities for 
preparing the Trustees’ Annual Report and the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and UK 
Accounting Standards (UK Generally Accepted Accounting Practice) and for being satisfied that the financial 
statements give a true and fair view are set out in the Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities on page 18.

Our responsibility is to audit the financial statements in accordance with relevant legal and regulatory requirements 
and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland). 

We report to you our opinion as to whether the financial statements give a true and fair view, have been properly 
prepared in accordance with UK Generally Accepted Accounting Practice and have been prepared in accordance 
with the Companies Act 2006. We also report to you whether in our opinion the information given in the Trustees’ 
Annual Report is consistent with the financial statements.

In addition we report to you if, in our opinion, the charitable company has not kept adequate accounting records, 
if the charitable company’s financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns, 
if we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit, or if certain disclosures of 
trustees’ remuneration specified by law are not made.

We read the Trustees’ Annual Report and consider the implications for our report if we become aware of any 
apparent misstatements within it.

Basis of audit opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland) issued by the 
Auditing Practices Board. An audit includes examination, on a test basis, of evidence relevant to the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. It also includes an assessment of the significant estimates and judgments 
made by the trustees in the preparation of the financial statements, and of whether the accounting policies are 
appropriate to the charitable company’s circumstances, consistently applied and adequately disclosed.

We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations which we considered 
necessary in order to provide us with sufficient evidence to give reasonable assurance that the financial statements 
are free from material misstatement, whether caused by fraud or other irregularity or error. In forming our opinion 
we also evaluated the overall adequacy of the presentation of information in the financial statements. 

Opinion

In our opinion:

•  the financial statements give a true and fair view of the state of the charitable company’s affairs as at 31 December 
2009 and of its incoming resources and application of resources, including its income and expenditure, for the 
year then ended;

•  the financial statements have been properly prepared in accordance with UK Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice; 

•  the financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Companies Act 2006; and 

•  the information given in the Trustees’ Annual Report is consistent with the financial statements. 

John Burton (Senior Statutory Auditor)  
for and on behalf of KPMG LLP, Statutory Auditor
Chartered Accountants
1 Waterloo Way
Leicester
LE1 6LP

29 March 2010 
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Statement of Financial Activities
(including the income and expenditure account)
for the year ended 31 December 2009

  Unrestricted Unrestricted
  funds funds
 Note 2009  2008
          £ £  
 
Income and Expenditure

Incoming resources    

Incoming resources from generated funds 
Voluntary income 2 103,239 94,684
Activities for generating funds 3 11,606 7,744
Investment income 4 28,642 43,460 
Incoming resources from charitable activities 5 704,779 587,798  
  _________ ________
 
Total incoming resources  848,266 733,686  
  _________ ________

Resources expended

Costs of generating funds
Costs of generating voluntary income 6 87,364 71,851

Charitable activities 7 509,271 546,380 

Governance costs 8 17,210 15,853
   _________ ________
   
Total resources expended  613,845 634,084 
   _________ ________

Net movement in funds – net income for the year  234,421 99,602 

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward at 1 January 2009  706,293 606,691 

   _________ ________

Total funds carried forward at 31 December 2009 940,714 706,293 
   _________ ________ 

The incoming resources and resulting net movement in funds arise from continuing operations. The charity 
has no recognised gains or losses other than the net movement in funds for the year.
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Balance Sheet
at 31 December 2009

 Note 2009 2008
  £ £  
 

Current assets  

Debtors 9 207,593 64,260 
Cash at bank 10 810,443 764,342 
   _________ ________

Total current assets  1,018,036 828,602 
   _________ ________

Creditors

Amounts falling due within one year 11 77,322 122,309 
   _________ ________

Net assets  940,714 706,293 
   _________ ________

Funds

Unrestricted Funds  940,714 706,293 
   _________ ________

Total funds  940,714 706,293 
   _________ ________

These financial statements were approved by the trustees and Executive Committee on 29 March 2010 
and were signed on their behalf by:

Professor John Benyon
Treasurer, Political Studies Association

Institute of Lifelong Learning
University of Leicester
128 Regent Road
Leicester LE1 7PA

Company number: 3628986
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Notes
(forming part of the financial statements)

1 Accounting policies
 
The following accounting policies have been applied consistently in dealing with items which are 
considered material in relation to the charity’s financial statements.

Basis of preparation
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost accounting rules, and in 
accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(Revised 2005), issued in March 2005, and applicable accounting standards.

Incoming resources
Income is recognised in the period in which the charity is entitled to its receipt. Income is only deferred 
where the expenditure to which it relates is required to be expended in a future year.

Resources expended
Expenditure is dealt with on an accrual basis. Direct charitable expenditure includes all costs directly 
relating to the objects of the charity. Governance costs represent costs which relate to the general 
running of the charity, including strategic planning processes that contribute to future development 
and costs of the statutory audit.

Funds
All income is available for the trustees to use for any purpose in furtherance of the charitable objectives. 
No restricted funds are currently held.

Taxation
The entity, as a registered charity, is exempt from taxation on its income and gains falling within Section 
505 of the Taxes Act 1988 or Section 256 of the Taxation of Chargeable Gains Act 1992 to the extent that 
they are applied to its charitable objectives. No tax charge has arisen in the current or previous year.

2 Voluntary income 2009 2008
  £ £
Membership subscriptions received directly by the Association 103,239 94,684 
  _________ ________

Total – voluntary income 103,239 94,684 
  _________ ________

3 Activities for generating funds 2009 2008
  £ £
Sale of advertising space 11,606 7,744 
  _________ ________

Total – activities for generating funds 11,606 7,744 
  _________ ________

4 Investment income 2009 2008
  £ £
Bank interest received 28,642 43,460
  _________ ________

Total – investment income 28,642 43,460 
  _________ ________ 
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Notes
(forming part of the financial statements)

5 Incoming resources from charitable activities 2009 2008
  £ £
Income from Wiley–Blackwell (formerly Blackwell Publishing) 558,065 392,447
Annual conference gross income (Manchester 2009/Swansea 2008) 78,353 122,896 
Political Studies Association/BISA Directory 7,781 4,600 
Conference contribution to Political Studies Association News 2,760 2,820 
Heads of Department Conferences income 3,615 1,095 
Miscellaneous income 2,913 5,337 
Support for the Awards Ceremony 15,050 26,123
Other support 4,835 2,001
VAT refundable 31,407 30,479 
  _________ ________

Total – incoming resources from charitable activities  704,779 587,798
  _________ ________

6 Costs of generating voluntary income 2009 2008
   £ £
Membership services  87,364 71,851 
    _________ ________

Total – costs of generating voluntary income   87,364 71,851 
  _________ ________

7 Charitable activities  2009 2008
   £ £
Awards and prizes  40,502 43,683
Specialist groups  28,992 27,898
Publications  84,265 83,244
Education  6,302 14,487
External relations  59,872 37,107
Conferences and events (including Manchester 20099/Swansea 2008) 139,076 181,079 
Research  5,439 2,409
IT and media  32,209 37,058
National Office  112,614 119,415
    _________ ________

Total – charitable activities   509,271 546,380 
  _________ ________

8 Governance costs 2009 2008
   £ £
Audit fees  5,135 4,607 
Other costs  12,075 11,246
    _________ ________

Total – governance costs   17,210 15,853 
  _________ ________
    _________ ________
   
Total – Expenditure  613,845 634,084 
    _________ ________
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Notes
(forming part of the financial statements)

9 Debtors 2009 2008
  £ £
Amounts due from Wiley–Blackwell 186,265 42,197 
Other income 0 2,548 
VAT recoverable 15,617 13,804
Prepaid expenditure 5,711 5,711 
  _________ ________

Total – debtors 207,593 64,260 
  _________ ________

10 Cash at bank 2009 2008
  £ £
Bank of Scotland account 810,443 264,342
Birmingham and Midshires BS (via CAF) 0 500,000  
  _________ ________ 

Total – cash at bank 810,443 764,342 
  _________ ________

11 Creditors 2009 2008
  £ £
Accruals 74,233 118,794 
Deferred income 3,089 3,515 
  _________ ________
 
Total – creditors 77,322 122,309  
  _________ ________

12 Staff costs 2009 2008
  £ £
Wages and salaries – Treasurer’s Assistant (1 member of staff) 8,658 9,225 
  _________ ________

Total – staff costs 8,658 9,225 
  _________ ________
 
Note: Two (until February 2009 three) of the Association’s staff, the Membership Secretary and Conference Officer 
(and until February 2009 the Executive Director), are employed by the University of Newcastle for which payments 
of £103,697 were made in 2009 (£111,800 in 2008).

13 Trustees’ expenditure 2009 2008 
  £ £
The charity’s 20 trustees (21 in 2008) have been reimbursed for  
expenses incurred in carrying out their duties as follows: 

Travel expenses 14,140 8,678 
Accommodation and subsistence 12,796 12,735 
  _________ ________
  
Total – trustees’ expenditure 26,936 21,413 
  _________ ________
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Detailed Income and Expenditure Report
for the year ended 31 December 2009

  2009 2008
  £ £

Total incoming resources 848,266 733,686  
  _________ ________

Expenditure

Membership services 2009 2008
  £ £
Recruitment campaign 0 1,959
Elections 650 0 
Company business and legal advice 8,177 2,919
Appointment of Chief Executive 4,600 0 
Executive Committee meetings 12,728 15,982
Trustees’ Annual Report 2,895 3,087  
Members’ Handbook 0 1,965 
Political Studies Association NEWS 25,643 17,078 
Political Studies Association/BISA Directory of Political Studies  6,800 6,600
Directory - printing and dispatch 12,209 11,667 
Mailings to members 12,671 9,453 
Miscellaneous costs 179 0
Expenses 812 1,141 
  _________ ________

Total – membership services 87,364 71,851 
  _________ ________

Awards and prizes 2009 2008
  £ £
WJM Mackenzie Prize and Sir Isaiah Berlin Award 199 307 
PhD Prizes 1,864 2,485 
Journal prizes 557 200
Bernard Crick and Richard Rose prizes 686 350
Awards Ceremony 27,963 31,701
Awards brochure 5,546 4,595
Awards 2,433 1,960 
Expenses 1,254 2,085 
  _________ ________

Total – awards and prizes 40,502 43,683 
  _________ ________

Research 2009 2008
  £ £
Economic and Social Research Council – representation 156 674
Monitoring RAE 4,191 373
Initiatives 234 1,000
Expenses 858 362 
  ________ ________

Total – research 5,439 2,409 
  ________ ________
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Publications 2009 2008
  £ £
Politics – editorial expenses 10,600 10,105 
Politics – web site 1,000 1,000 
Political Studies – editorial expenses 8,745 7,060 
Political Studies – Managing Editor 29,603 26,282 
Political Studies Review – Assistant 7,642 7,079 
B. J. Politics and I. R. – Editorial Assistant 13,305 20,999 
B. J. Politics and I. R. – editorial expenses 5,749 7,050 
B. J. Politics and I. R. – web site 2,000 1,000 
Support for new journal of EPOP 1,000 1,000
New publishing ventures 2,624 319
Expenses 1,997 1,350
  ________ ________

Total – publications 84,265 83,244 
  ________ ________

Education 2009 2008
  £ £
Graduate Network 750 3,255
Studypolitics.com 1,000 0
Booklet on studying politics 0 6,275 
Training 0 50
Codes of conduct/initiatives 1,580 460
Surveys and research 1,880 979
Teachers’ section 0 2,301 
Expenses 1,092 1,167 
  ________ ________

Total – education 6,302 14,487 
  ________ ________

External relations 2009 2008
  £ £
International Political Science Association 4,698 3,014
American Political Science Association 9,702 8,494 
Academy of Social Sciences 2,689 2,174 
Other PSAs – links 7,157 5,520
British Politics Group – links 2,788 1,203 
Conference of European PSAs and EPS Network 1,840 508 
Other external relations 11,570 3,318 
Overseas conference support 15,719 10,505 
Initiatives 937 1,766 
Expenses 2,772 605  
  ________ ________

Total – external relations 59,872 37,107 
  ________ ________
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Conferences and events 2009 2008
  £ £
Annual conference (Manchester/Swansea) gross expenditure 85,902 115,675 
Conference officer 29,534 28,721 
Travel and subsistence 5,856 5,111 
Speakers’ expenses 1,000 6,575 
Political Studies Association News (for annual conference) 3,600 4,200 
Heads of Department Conferences 3,976 4,959 
Forthcoming conferences 1,776 2,308 
Annual Conference Access Fund 0 6,420
Autumn lecture 5,515 5,440 
Expenses 1,917 1,670
  ________ ________

Total – conferences and events 139,076 181,079 
   ________ ______   __

Specialist groups  2009 2008
  £ £
Specialist groups 24,701 24,383
Special activities competition 3,779 3,217
Expenses 512 298 
  _________ ________

Total – specialist groups 28,992 27,898 
  _________ _______

Internet and media 2009 2008
  £ £
Internet – database and main site 18,500 18,500
Internet – redesign of website  0 3,970
Sponsorship and PR advice 12,750 14,588 
Expenses 959 0 
  _________ ________

Total – internet and media 32,209 37,058 
  _________ _______

Finance and resources 2009 2008
  £ £
Treasurer’s Assistant 8,658 9,225 
Credit card charges 135 1,010 
Bank charges 526 48 
Audit and accountancy 5,135 4,607 
Contingencies 242 0
Treasurer’s expenses 445 470 
Subscription refunds 2,069 493
  ________ ________
    
Total – finance and resources  17,210 15,853 
  ________ ________
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National Office 2009 2008
  £ £
Executive Director 41,710 51,013 
Membership Secretary 32,453 32,066 
Clerical assistance – part-time 6,281 2,558 
Management Committee 2,295 2,343 
Subscriptions to publications 55 83 
Training 680 0 
Office overheads 1,380 2,100
Equipment 4,099 3,199
Telephones and postage 9,676 12,020
Stationery 3,926 3,868 
Printing and photocopying 2,311 2,223 
Advertising 739 0 
Travel and subsistence 6,940 7,624 
Miscellaneous running costs 69 318 
  _________ ________

Total – National Office 112,614 119,415 
  _________ ________

  _________ ________

Total resources used 613,845 634,084 
  _________ ________

  _________ ________

Net incoming resources 234,421 99,602
  _________ ________

Note: The detailed income and expenditure report does not form part of the audited statutory accounts 
and is included solely for the information of members.
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