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Report of the Trustees for 2012

The trustees, who act as directors for the purposes of company law, have pleasure in submitting their 
Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2012. The Annual General 
Meeting will be held on 26 March 2013 at City Hall, Cardiff. The following report was approved by 
the trustees at their meeting on 25 March 2013.

Legal Status

The Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom, also known as the Political Studies Association, 
is a company limited by guarantee (number 3628986). The Political Studies Association is also a 
registered charity (number 1071825) and is subject to the provisions of the Charities Act 2011 and the 
rulings of the High Court with regard to charities generally. The charity is registered for VAT (number 
620.3514.86). The members of the Executive Committee of the Political Studies Association are the 
trustees of the charity and are personally accountable for the proper management of the Association 
and its assets. They are required to act prudently at all times in the best interests of the charity.

The Association’s governing document is the Memorandum and Articles of Association. After a 
thorough review, which began in July 2009, the Association adopted revised Articles of Association 
at the AGM held in Edinburgh on 31 March 2010. These bring the Association into line with the 
current requirements of the latest Companies Act and Charities Act with full transparency. 

The Charities Act 2011 requires registered charities to make an annual return of accounts and 
activities. The Charities Act 2011, the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2005 and the 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (‘Charity SORP’, latest 
version 2005) form the accounting framework for charities. The current guidance can be found at the 
website www.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity_requirements_guidance/accounting_and_reporting/ . 

Objects and Membership

The Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom was founded in 1950. The objects of the 
Association, set out in clause 3 of the company’s Memorandum of Association, are ‘to promote the 
development of political studies and to encourage education and the advancement of learning in the 
art and science of government and in other branches of the political sciences.’

Any person holding an appointment in political studies and allied subjects in an institute of higher 
education, and any other person whose participation is likely to be advantageous to political studies, 
may become a member. All members have equal rights although there are separate reduced rates of 
membership fee for students (including undergraduate and postgraduate students), people who are 
retired, and for teachers in schools. At the end of December 2012, the total membership stood at 
1,933, compared with 1,762 at the end of 2011. There were 1,242 individual members in the UK (1,154 
at the end of 2011), 75 (76) individual members in the rest of the world, 78 (70) retired members, 
405 (358) student/graduate members and 133 (104) teacher members. Overall membership is now 
well over double that of the total of 879 in 1998, having risen by almost half over the past decade.

Trustees and Governance

The trustees of the Association are the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee normally 
meets four times a year. At the end of 2012 there were 16 trustees, of whom 10 were directly elected 
(including the Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer), and 6 were co-opted.
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The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Association are co-opted following election by the Executive 
Committee and serve for three years. Professor Charlie Jeffery and Dr Jacqui Briggs respectively 
assumed these roles on 9th July 2011 and thus have just under half of their terms to run.
 
Appointment to the elected positions on the Executive Committee is determined through a ballot of 
all members. In 2012 a number of posts came up for election. Under the transitional arrangements 
arising from the changes to the Articles adopted on 31st March 2009, the post of Honorary Treasurer 
came up for election again, John Benyon having served in the role for just two years. As John Benyon 
was the only candidate for the post no ballot for the post needed to be held and John Benyon was 
reappointed for a three-year term at the Appointments Meeting held on 28th June 2012. The terms of 
four other elected trustees – Terrell Carver, Matt Flinders, Lyndsey Harris and Kevin Hickson – came 
to an end in June 2012. However, due to one position having been left open since July 2011, as a 
result of the resignation of one trustee prior to the end of their term, a total of five trustee positions 
came up for election. Eight valid nominations were received for the elections, which were held by 
electronic ballot and were conducted under the STV electoral system. The five winning candidates 
were Rosie Campbell, Terrell Carver, Neil Collins, Cathy Gormley-Heenan and Andrew Massey. They 
were all formally appointed as trustees at the Appointments Meeting held on 28th June 2012. 

In June 2012 the terms of three co-opted trustees, Neil Collins, Paul Kelly and Richard Topf, expired. 
At the Appointments Committee held on 28th June 2012 Charlie Jeffery invited the Executive 
Committee to co-opt Alistair Clark, Matthew Flinders, Jennifer Hudson and Annabel Kiernan as 
members of the Executive serving for one year. These co-options were all approved. All the trustees 
who served in 2012 are listed on pages 2–3. No trustee receives any remuneration. 

The Association’s Bye-Laws include detailed provisions concerning membership and rates, Executive 
Committee proceedings, sub-committee terms of reference, job descriptions for major office-holders, 
electoral procedures, and guidelines for declaring conflicts of interest. The Bye-Laws are under 
continuous review and may be changed by the Executive Committee at any meeting. Members are 
informed of any changes.

Much of the Association’s work is undertaken by sub-committees of the Executive Committee. 
Since October 2011 the following sub-committees have existed: Management; Communications and 
Engagement; Education and Skills; Finance; Membership Services; Publications; and Research and 
Impact. The sub-committees, all of which have written terms of reference, circulate information 
and consider issues by email, and take and ratify decisions at meetings held before the quarterly 
Executive Committee meetings and at other times, as necessary. The Postgraduate Network is run 
by its own committee and is expected to send a representative to all Executive Committee meetings. 

The Association has a President (since July 2011, Professor Vicky Randall, who was Chair from 
2008–2011), two Honorary Vice-Presidents, and 14 Vice-Presidents, who are past Chairs and eminent 
figures with an interest in the work of the Association. The President and Vice-Presidents assist in 
various ways, such as serving as judges for awards and prizes.

The strategic review of the Association’s priorities and activities conducted in the second half of 
2011 identified a need to improve both internal and external communications and thus in early 
2012 the Executive Committee decided to grow the capacities of the Association’s office in London 
by appointing a new Communications Officer. Jack Neenan was selected from a wide and impressive 
pool of applicants and joined the Association from the Institute of Chartered Accountants for England 
and Wales in June 2012.  

Good Practice

The Charity Commission Review Visit in December 2002 resulted in a comprehensive and 
complimentary report. It stated that the Association was well run and meeting its legal responsibilities. 
The report also provided useful advice and guidance on how to improve still further. The constitutional 
review, conducted with the help of Farrer and Co, culminating in the revisions to the Articles and 
Bye-Laws enacted in 2010, implemented some of these recommended reforms. The trustees will 
continue to keep their practices under review and take professional advice as necessary to ensure 
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that the charity fully complies with any changes in the legal or administrative framework and to 
implement best practice wherever appropriate.

Public Benefit

In preparing this report the trustees confirm that they have had regard to the Charity Commission’s 
guidance on public benefit, as set out in its publication Charities and Public Benefit: the Charities 
Commission‘s general guidance on public benefit (January 2008, amended December 2011) and 
subsequent postings on the Public Benefit section of its website.

The Charities Act 2011 sets out the following, among others, as charitable purposes:

b) the advancement of education;
f)  the advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or science.

It also specifies a legal requirement “that every organisation set up for one or more charitable aims 
must be able to demonstrate that its aims are for the public benefit if it is to be recognised, and 
registered, as a charity in England and Wales”. This is known as the public benefit requirement. 
There are two key principles, both of which must be met in order to show that an organisation’s 
aims are for the public benefit:

Principle 1: There must be an identifiable benefit or benefits;
Principle 2: Benefit must be to the public, or a section of the public.

The Association has provided a benefit to the public by carrying out the activities listed in this report 
in accordance with its charitable object “to promote the development of political studies and to 
encourage education and the advancement of learning in the art and science of government and in 
other branches of the political sciences”. As with other learned societies, public benefit derives not 
simply from membership of the Association but from the wider dissemination by the Association of 
knowledge about politics and political science through the charity’s events, publications and free-
to-view website at www.psa.ac.uk.

The Association’s Journals

The Association currently publishes four academic, peer-reviewed journals in partnership with Wiley-
Blackwell. These are Political Studies, the British Journal of Politics and International Relations, 
Politics and Political Studies Review. In addition, Political Insight, a full colour magazine-style 
journal, aims to reach out to the wider community by making academic research accessible to 
practitioners, students and the general reader. 

Politics was accepted for coverage in the Thomson Reuters Social Sciences Citation Index® and 
received its first Impact Factor in 2012, meaning all four of the Association’s academic journals 
are now ranked within the Journal Citation Report.

In 2012, there were four issues of Political Studies and the British Journal of Politics and 
International Relations and three of Politics, Political Studies Review and Political Insight. 
Submissions to Political Studies continue at an encouraging rate of approximately one per day (370 
over the year), and it can truly be considered as an international journal, with two thirds originating 
outside the UK. Submissions to Political Studies Review have also increased in an encouraging 
manner, almost doubling in 2012. The British Journal of Politics and International Relations saw 
submissions continue to rise, up by around 40% on the previous year and averaging between 2-3 
submissions per week. The figure for Politics was up by 33% in 2012 and it will move to four issues 
per year in 2013. 

Members of the Association receive copies of all the journals and they are available to libraries and 
other institutions as a complete package or separately, as a combined print and online subscription, 
or online-only subscription. Purchasing deals by consortia of libraries continue to be an important 
category of users and subscribers.
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The team of editors of Political Studies and Political Studies Review, based at the University 
of Nottingham, is led by Professor Cees van der Eijk, Professor Vivien Lowndes and Professor 
Christopher Pierson. Rene Bailey is Managing Editor. The British Journal of Politics and 
International Relations has an editorial team based at Queen’s University Belfast, led by Managing 
Editor Dr Andrew Baker.

Politics is under the editorship of a team from Newcastle University led by Dr Martin Coward and 
Dr Kyle Grayson with the support of Dr Valentina Feklyunina, Dr Emily Clough and Dr Michael 
Barr. The new editorial team plans to continue to publish short papers up to 4,000 words, but will 
also consider longer, sustained reflections of up to 6,000 words. They also encourage submission 
of articles responding to the pedagogical challenges of learning and teaching in the field of politics 
and international studies.

Political Insight continued in 2012 under the editorship of Peter Geoghegan. The Association sees 
Political Insight as an important vehicle for achieving impact in the wider community thereby helping 
to fulfil its public benefit obligations as a charitable Association. It congratulates the Editor on the 
success of the journal in engaging schools in the study of politics and in providing an attractive 
forum for Association members and others within the politics studies community to communicate 
their research to a broader audience.

The Publications Sub-Committee held two meetings in 2012. The Association thanks Professor Paul 
Kelly from LSE who stood down as chair of the Publications Sub-Committee during 2012. Professor 
Neil Collins, University College Cork, took his place towards the end of the year. At its meetings, the 
Sub-Committee covered a number of important issues such as monitoring the changing market for 
academic journals, recognising the growing significance of sales to consortia and of on-line delivery 
of journals. A major fresh concern, however, is the issue of “open access” which the Association 
fears will become a threat to academic freedom and could have a negative impact on future revenue 
flows from journal publishing. In order to counter the threat from “open access” the Association 
has been engaging in discussions with the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and the 
research councils to try to moderate some of the more damaging aspects of the policy and also 
to develop alternative publishing plans that will allow the Association to continue to be a leading 
publisher in political studies.

The Association continues, with its publishers Wiley-Blackwell, to secure and develop its journals 
in light of long-term changes both in academic publishing and the financial position of the higher 
education sector. As in previous years, the Sub-Committee remains conscious of the need to raise 
the profile of the Association as a charity both in the UK and overseas and to see this reflected in 
the strategic development of the Association’s journals.

Other Activities for the Public Benefit

The Political Studies Association engages in a range of activities open to members and non-members 
alike. As described in more detail in other sections of this report, the Association organises a large 
number of events and produces a range of publications that serve to promote the understanding 
and development of political studies.

Conferences and Events

The Political Studies Association arranges an annual conference (see Belfast International 
Conference below), graduate conferences – through its Graduate Network – and conferences for 
Heads of Politics Departments (see Other Conferences and Events below). Its specialist groups 
also organise a wide range of conferences and events across the country (see Specialist Groups 
below). In addition the Association organises a number of seminars and meetings, including in the 
last year a joint lecture with the Hansard Society, delivered by Caroline Lucas MP, leader of the Green 
Party, on 5th July 2012 at Portcullis House in Westminster and open to members and the general 
public. In addition, a workshop was organised at the Policy and Politics conference in Bristol on 
18th September entitled ‘Engaging with Parliament: Impact, Risk and Relevance’.

8
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Engagement

The Association has an important role to play in helping to inform public debate on key political issues 
by bringing the attention of the public, the media and policy-makers to the research and evidence 
base being produced by academics working in the field of political studies. It does so by organising 
briefings for the media on key issues in the news, encouraging members to submit evidence to select 
committee inquiries and putting forward the names of academic experts to select committee clerks. 

In the run-up to the May 2012 elections the Association organised three very successful briefings 
for the media at which leading academics spoke on the different votes taking place on 3rd May. 
Professor Gerry Stoker, Professor Peter John and Professor Keith Grint spoke on the Local Mayoral 
Referendums, Professor Tony Travers and Professor Patrick Dunleavy spoke on the London mayoral 
and GLA elections, and Professor Colin Rallings, Professor Michael Thrasher, Professor John Curtice 
and Professor Richard Wyn Jones spoke on the Local Elections. All three briefings, the materials 
for which were publicly available on the Association’s website, generated good press coverage. In 
addition a media briefing on Scottish Independence was held on 5th July at which Professor Charlie 
Jeffery, Dr Nicola McEwen, Professor Michael Keating and Dr Karen Henderson were the speakers. 
A briefing on Lords Reform took place on 11th July at which Dr Alan Renwick provided an update 
on the briefing on the subject during the previous year.

Throughout the year the Association approached academics who it felt could make a valuable contribution 
to the inquiries being undertaken by Parliamentary select committees and forwarded their names to the 
relevant select committee clerk. During the course of the year the Association put forward the names 
of experts to the Political and Constitutional Reform select committee, the Communities and Local 
Government select committee, the Foreign Affairs Committee and PASC. In all cases written evidence 
was invited and in some cases this was followed up with invitations to give oral evidence. In addition, 
in July the Association was invited by Graham Allen MP, Chair of the Political and Constitutional 
Reform Select Committee, to identify academics who could participate in a roundtable discussion in 
Westminster on a draft code for relations between central and local government. The roundtable took 
place in October and helped inform the work being undertaken by the committee.

In 2011 the Association helped the Parliamentary Outreach team create a dialogue with political 
studies academics in order to identify ways of improving the support that Parliament provides to 
university politics departments. In 2012 the ideas generated by these discussions led to the creation 
of a “Parliamentary Studies” higher education module that was launched as part of the services 
and resources made available by the Houses of Parliament for universities.  This “Parliamentary 
Studies” module will be rolled out to a small number of selected higher education institutions (HEIs) 
to deliver from 2013/14. The Association continues to respond to a steady volume of requests from 
the media for examples of academic research relating to political issues in the news.

Awards and Prizes

Each year the Association awards annual book, dissertation and lifetime achievement awards to 
academics (see Annual Prizes below). It also organises an awards event to celebrate the achievements 
of individuals and organisations in the field of politics, broadly defined, and political studies. In 
2012 the Association’s Annual Awards event, a dinner held on 4th December, attracted an especially 
distinguished guest list (see 2012 Annual Awards below). It has clearly established itself as an 
event that attracts the attention and interest of senior politicians, journalists and other shapers 
and influencers of policy. The event was recorded by BBC Parliament and broadcast on numerous 
occasions on the channel.

Publications

The Association also produces a wide range of publications. In addition to its academic journals (see 
The Association’s Journals above), it produces an annual Directory of Political and International 
Studies, which amongst other information provides lists and contact details for all those academic 
staff employed by politics departments in UK universities. 

9
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Schools

Over the last two years the Association has become increasingly active in promoting the study of 
politics within schools. Government and Politics is a growing area of study in British sixth forms, 
with around half of all schools with sixth forms offering the subject at A level or Scottish Higher, and 
the Association can play an important role in helping teachers engage their students in the subject 
and in demonstrating to students, teachers and parents alike the benefits of studying politics at 
undergraduate level as either a single or joint honours degree. To this end the Association organised 
a couple of workshops in London in 2011 for school students on Applying to Study Politics at a 
British University. These were extremely successful and hence in 2012 the Association extended 
the programme of workshops to the whole country, with free one-day workshops in June and July 
2012 in Edinburgh, Nottingham, Manchester and London. 

In addition it held two free events as part of the ESRC Festival of Social Science aimed specifically 
at schools. The first was a seminar for school politics teachers at in Westminster on 6th November 
entitled The Future of the Constitution. The second was an event for school students on Who Should 
be Allowed to Vote at Birmingham City University on 7th November (see Teaching and Skills below). 
Earlier in the year, in June, a teacher training event on Parliament was organised with Parliamentary 
Outreach at Portcullis House in Westminster and in April students and teachers from schools in Belfast 
were invited to the closing plenary event of the Political Studies Association Annual International 
Conference in which the Speaker, John Bercow, addressed the issue of What should a Twenty-First 
Century Parliament Look Like? In all cases attendance was high and feedback was extremely positive.

The Association continues to offer teacher members the opportunity to request a visit to their 
school from a PSA academic member to give a lecture on any subject covered in the Government 
and Politics A level and Scottish Higher curricula. The Association pays for all related travel costs. 
Around twelve lectures were delivered in schools across the country in 2012. 

Following the success of the first Student Short Video Competition in 2011, the Association repeated 
the exercise in 2012 and launched a new Poster Competition for school children in Years 9 to 11 
or S2 to S4. In the case of the Short Video Competition the challenge was for teams of students 
to produce a short video; the theme was ‘What is the Media doing to our Politics’. Four shortlisted 
teams were invited to a special jury hosted by the Speaker John Bercow at Speaker’s House in the 
Palace of Westminster. Other jurors included David Cowling, Editor, BBC Political Research Unit, 
and Doreen Lawrence, campaigner and writer. The jury awarded the prize to a team from Budmouth 
College, with Turnbull High School the runners up. Both teams were invited to attend the Association 
Annual Awards in December and the team from Budmouth College was awarded the trophy in front 
of an audience of over 170 people including leading politicians, journalists and academics (see 
2012 Annual Awards below). The winner of the Poster Competition was Katy Lillie from The Marist 
School. She won a trip to Parliament organised by the Speaker’s Office.

Communication with Members

The primary channels through which the Association communicates its activities and those of the 
political studies community with its members and the wider academic community are PSA NEWS, 
which is published four times a year, and a bi-weekly e-Newsletter. The e-Newsletter was revamped 
by Jack Neenan, the Communications Officer, in August 2012.

During 2012 PSA NEWS was again edited by Professor Neil Collins of University College Cork, 
supported by Holly Hardwicke. It includes short articles and commentaries, as well as news from 
departments, information on research grants and projects, features on engagement and details of 
conferences, specialist groups and other activities. 

Web Presence

The charity’s website www.psa.ac.uk carries information about all the Association’s activities, past 
minutes of Executive Committee meetings, news of conferences, and links to other politics web pages. 

10
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The total number of unique visitors to the site in 2012 was 439,402, representing a 12.8% increase 
on 2011. The site had visitors from 212 countries including the Vatican City State, Sao Tome and 
Principe and American Samoa. Visitors from the UK dominated, accounting for 31% of all visitors, 
but 22% came from the USA, 5% from Germany and 4% from both France and China.

The Association also maintains www.studypolitics.org which is an on-line facility providing details of 
undergraduate and postgraduate degree courses to complement the booklet Study Politics, www.bjpir.
com, the website of the British Journal of Politics and International Relations, www.politicsjournal.
org, the website of Politics, and www.politicalinsightmagazine.com, the website of Political Insight. The 
Association’s various web sites continue to dominate Google for the search term “political studies”.

In the summer of 2012 the trustees decided that the Association’s online presence should be 
upgraded to allow for both improved communication with members and the improved dissemination 
of academic political research findings to the general public. The new website will be launched 
around Easter 2013.
 
Promoting Equal Opportunities

The trustees are committed to the charity’s equal opportunities policy which states: “The Political 
Studies Association, recognising the value of sustaining an inclusive decision-making environment 
in which all members are able to contribute, strives to treat all members on the basis of merit and 
ability alone. It aims to eliminate unjustifiable discrimination on the basis of gender, race, nationality, 
ethnic or national origin, political beliefs, religious beliefs or practices, disability, sexual orientation, 
age or any other inappropriate grounds”.

Overseas Links

The Association maintains close relationships with numerous associations overseas and with the 
European Confederation of Political Science Associations (ECPSA) The. ECPSA promotes the study 
of political science in Europe, works toward useful harmonisation of political science curricula, and 
develops mobility schemes for European political scientists. 

The Association’s Belfast international conference welcomed two administrative representatives 
from the American Political Science Association (APSA). The Association again co-sponsored two 
panels at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (though this was unfortunately 
cancelled at short notice due to the hurricane strike in New Orleans). 

In terms of developing further ‘sister’ association relationships to the benefit of UK political studies, 
the Association’s Chair has signed agreements this year with associations in Argentina and Uruguay, 
and the Association has renewed its agreement with Japan.
 
The Japan PSA and the Japan Conference for the Study of Political Thought hosted a special 
association-sponsored delegation of political theorists, who presented seminars on “British Idealism” 
at prominent Japanese universities in Tokyo and Kobe in May 2012. 

Talks are currently underway towards obtaining further agreements under the PSA’s terms with 
associations in Mexico, Colombia and South Africa.

Raising the International Profile

The Belfast Annual International Conference, held on 3-5 April 2012, welcomed ‘exchange presenters’ 
and sponsored panellists from the British Politics Group of the American Political Science 
Association, the Asian Politics and International Studies Association, the Australia PSA, the Brazil 
PSA, Japan PSA, Korea PSA, and New Zealand PSA, together with sponsored paper-givers from 
Tokyo, Singapore and Mexico City. This was the Association’s most “international” conference ever, 
and demonstrated the success of the internationalising strategy in promoting political science and 
the study of government on a global scale.

11



Trustees’ Report and Financial Statements

For the year ended 31 December 2012

The International Political Science Association’s triennial World Congress was held in Madrid 
on 8-12 July 2012. The PSA’s Wyn Grant stepped down after two highly successful terms on its 
Executive Committee, having undertaken considerable work there in terms of ensuring the financial 
sustainability of the organisation, and also acting as academic organiser for a well attended and highly 
successful conference. At IPSA, the Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom is entitled 
to three votes on the Council and a delegation of three plus three alternates, which was fulfilled.

The Association’s Terrell Carver was nominated to stand for election to a vacant position on IPSA’s 
EC by representatives from the associations of Slovenia, Brazil, USA and Australia. He won the seat 
on the first ballot, and is currently serving on the Membership and Participation Committee with 
special responsibility for encouraging new associations worldwide to join.

The Association’s grant and sponsorship schemes have enabled members to raise its profile in 
the USA, Hungary, Spain, Korea, Hong Kong, South Africa, Japan, New Zealand and Australia, and 
much more widely, given that these are bases for international conferences with global participation. 
Beneficiaries of these Association programmes have provided informative, illustrated accounts of 
their experiences in PSA News, available worldwide on our website.

Research and Impact

In 2012 the Association dedicated a considerable amount of time and resources to preparing for the 
Research Excellence Framework (REF) exercise. Through events at the annual conference in Belfast 
and the Heads of Department conference in London on 16th November the Association attempted 
to ensure that members are as well briefed and as well equipped as they can be to perform well in 
the REF. This effort has been by supported the Chair and other members of the REF panel in the 
challenging task of trying to ensure that the procedures and dynamics of the process are understood. 
With their help the Association has tried to convey good practice in both the assessment of standard 
outputs and the new idea of impact case studies. 

PSA trustees met two representatives from the ESRC in early 2012 who wanted to be briefed 
about future research issues in political science and international relations. The Association also 
encouraged those with a knowledge of and understanding of the value of political science to join 
various ESRC and other funding bodies. Other occasions have been used to ensure that the interests 
of political science are taken into account in funding decisions. 

The Political Studies Association was a founder member of the Academy of Social Sciences (AcSS) 
and plays a leading role in the work of the Academy in the furtherance of the social sciences. Twice 
yearly, the Association is entitled to nominate a number of individuals for election as Academicians 
of the Academy of Social Sciences. In 2012, the award of Academician was conferred by the Council 
of the Academy on the following: Professor Keith Featherstone, Professor Yvonne Galligan, Professor 
Robert Garner, Professor Richard Wyn Jones, Professor Mark Phythian, Professor Stefan Wolff, Rt 
Hon David Blunkett MP, Dr Jacqui Briggs, Professor Matt Matravers and Rt Hon Peter Riddell CBE.

Specialist Groups

The specialist groups form an important part of the Association’s activities. For many colleagues 
working within the discipline, these specialist groups are a primary point of contact with the 
Association. There are now well over 40 specialist groups and details are available on the Association’s 
website. Funding is available to specialist groups through an annual core grant for all specialist 
groups; through the Specialist Groups’ Activities Fund, whereby groups may bid for up to £2,000 to 
fund a special event or activity (such as a one-off conference or seminar commemorating a specific 
event or individual), although other more innovative ideas are also welcome; and for the first time 
in 2012 through the launch of the PSA International Relations and Special Groups Competition to 
cover travel costs for an international speaker to take part in any special event or activity (such as 
a one-off conference or seminar commemorating a specific event or individual), that the specialist 
group might host. All funding streams are competitive and have resulted in a series of high profile 
events in 2012 including the Territorial Politics Specialist group’s biennial group conference which 
was held in Brussels in September 2012 and included a plenary roundtable on the Eurozone crisis. 

12
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In 2012, the Association established an Annual Specialist Group Conference as a way of building 
and strengthening relationships between the Association and its specialist groups and as a way of 
promoting collaboration between the different specialist groups themselves, especially in relation 
to their planned activities throughout the year. It is also intended to provide a forum for specialist 
groups to engage with experts who can advise them on how they can achieve greater impact and 
prominence among colleagues, journalists, and user groups of research. 

The Association has also been working hard to ensure that the specialist groups utilise the full 
weight of the Association’s resources to publicise themselves. To achieve this, the specialist groups 
have been asked for briefing updates to include information on upcoming conferences/events, post-
conference write ups, and links with the media, and these are now circulated through the Association’s 
e-Newsletter and its social media channels. Two new specialist groups were set up in 2012. The 
Politics of Work and Welfare specialist group was established by Susan Milner (Bath) and Jonathan 
Hopkin (LSE) and will hold its inaugural event at the Annual Conference in Cardiff in 2013. The 
Communism specialist group was established a little earlier in the year (currently convened by 
Kevin Morgan, Manchester) and seeks to promote the study of twentieth-century communism and 
to facilitate scholarly exchanges across both national and disciplinary boundaries. 

Teaching and Skills

The Education and Skills brief continues to grow and develop in a number of key areas, including 
links with examination boards, alumni networks and research methods, especially quantitative 
data analysis. A number of key events and activities took place in 2012 with an emphasis upon the 
teaching and learning of politics. These were many and varied but included:

Quantitative Methods Initiative

Alistair Clark was co-opted onto the EC in 2012 with the specific task of leading on this issue. Alistair 
heads up a small team which produced a submission to the British Academy for consideration in 
its scoping of a new qualification in quantitative skills. In summary: the Association was asked to 
respond to a BA/ACME consultation on developing a national qualification in quantitative skills. A 
sub-committee drafted a separate response which argued that whilst the Association is very keen to 
bolster skills in this area, and to be seen to be doing so, it is unlikely that Association would be the 
accrediting body for such a qualification, not least because of the diversity of approaches to political 
studies. Alistair Clark is working towards setting up a summer school on using quantitative methods 
in teaching and learning. Jacqui Briggs liaised with Jonathan Breckon, independent consultant for the 
British Academy, and with the agreement of the EC, the Association issued a supportive statement 
for the British Academy’s position statement on the value of quantitative skills. 

Alumni Database

Throughout 2012, the Association has been compiling an alumni database under the guidance of 
Annabel Kiernan. This will be launched in 2013 alongside the new website but stories are coming 
in from graduates in political studies highlighting what they have been able to do with their degree 
in political studies. The Association is developing its alumni programme/network and is working 
towards having an alumni presence at key Association events. 

The ESRC Festival of Social Science

As reported earlier, two Association events were held as part of the ESRC Festival of Social Science. 
On the 6th November an event entitled The Future of the Constitution, took place in Westminster. This 
was aimed at teachers and the speakers were: Professor Jonathan Bradbury on Devolution, Dr Meg 
Russell on the House of Lords, Professor Robert Hazell on the Future of the Constitution and Dr Alan 
Renwick on Electoral Reform. On the 7th November, another Association event took place at Birmingham 
City University, which was a debate on political participation entitled Who should be allowed to vote? 
aimed at sixth-form students. Speakers included Professor Jonathan Tonge and Dr Andrew Mycock. 
Nearly 90 participants attended the Portcullis House event and around 120 were at the BCU event.
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The Teaching and Learning Specialist Group

The Teaching and Learning Specialist Group continued to run a number of events including a 
number of panels at the Belfast conference in 2012. The group also held its fifth Annual PSA and 
BISA Teaching and Learning Conference in September 2012 in Hull. The Teaching and Learning 
Specialist Group also provided panels and papers at other conferences and its IPED bibliographic 
database of peer reviewed articles on teaching and learning in politics continues to expand and is 
an invaluable resource for politics academics. 

Higher Education Academy

The Political Studies Association of the UK continues to maintain strong links with the HEA, especially 
via John Craig in his role as the Head of Social Sciences and through Steven Curtis in his role as the 
Discipline Lead for Politics. These two prominent Association members provide a link between the 
learned society and the Higher Education Academy for the promotion of the teaching and learning 
of Politics. The HEA sponsored the PSA award for Innovations in Teaching Politics.

UCAS Data

As part of the Association’s quest to provide the membership with data on applications and 
admissions, Jacqui Briggs and Steven Curtis obtained data from UCAS, presented their findings at 
the 2012 Belfast Conference and wrote a piece that was published in PSA News in September 2012.

Belfast International Conference

The 62nd Annual International Conference took place between the 3rd and 5th April at the Europa Hotel 
in Belfast. The conference in 2012 boasted a host of influential speakers, as well as offering some 
excellent activities outside of the conference, including a tour of the Northern Ireland Assembly, 
Stormont and a bus tour of historical Belfast. 

Keynote speakers included: the Rt Hon David Blunkett MP, Professor Matthew Flinders and Rt Hon 
Peter Riddell, who delivered the opening plenary on the theme ‘Defending Politics, Politicians and 
Political Science’; Martin McGuiness MP MLA, the after-dinner speaker, gave a topical talk at the 
Annual Dinner; Professor Colin Hay spoke on the REF and ‘Impact’; and a closing plenary lecture 
was given by the Speaker of the House, John Bercow MP, who opted for the theme ‘What Should a 
21st Century Parliament Look Like?’.

A new initiative was launched at the 2012 Annual Conference: the Research Methods Cafeteria 
(RMC), hosted by Professor Gerry Stoker (University of Southampton). The RMC offered the chance 
to share latest innovations in research. 

The 2012 conference was undoubtedly a huge success and also proved to be one of the most cost-
effective in recent history. 

Other Conferences and Events

The 2012 Heads of Department Conference took place at the Institute for Government on 16th 
November in conjunction with BISA. Since the agenda was focused on the Research Excellence 
Framework, the event had a much higher number of attendees than in recent years. The Conference 
included presentations on the Research Excellence Framework, by Professor Colin Hay, University of 
Sheffield, with Chris Goldsmith, De Montfort University, Richard Woodward, University of Hull and 
Dr Steven Curtis, HEA discussing how to engage with students in the post-9K era. The Postgraduate 
Network of the Association held its annual conference at the University of Oxford on 24th November 
2012. The conference gave an opportunity for graduate students to showcase their research, to 
develop communicative skills and to network beyond their area of specialisation.
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Annual Prizes

The Association’s prizes were awarded at the Annual Conference Dinner in Belfast in April 2012. 
The event was hosted by Professor Charlie Jeffery, Chair of the Association, who also presented 
the prizes.

Journal Prizes

The Wilfrid Harrison Prize for the best article to appear in Political Studies was awarded to Dr 
Ricardo Fabrino Mendonça (Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil); the best paper to appear 
in the British Journal of Politics and International Relations was awarded to Professor Matthew 
Flinders (University of Sheffield) and Dr Alexandra Kelso (University of Southampton); and the 
Politics journal prize for best article went to Dr Patricia Hogwood (University of Westminster).

Teaching Prizes

The Sir Bernard Crick Prize for outstanding teaching was awarded to Professor Andrew Russell 
(University of Manchester). There was no award for the new entrant teaching prize.

Dissertation Prizes

The recipients of the dissertation prizes were: Walter Bagehot Prize – Dr Chris Wood (University of 
Nottingham); Sir Ernest Barker Prize – Dr Lisa Herzog (University of St Gallen); Lord Bryce Prize – Dr 
Alexander Anievas (University of Oxford); Arthur McDougall Fund Prize – Dr James Dray (University 
of Oxford). The Richard Rose Prize for a younger scholar, who has made a distinctive contribution 
through published work to the study of politics in the United Kingdom, was awarded to Dr Thomas 
Quinn (University of Essex).

2012 Annual Awards

The 2012 Annual Awards dinner took place on 4 December 2012 at Church House in Westminster. 
The Awards Dinner is an opportunity to recognise significant contributions to the study and practice 
of politics as well as to promote and publicise the work of the Association. The 2012 event was 
an unqualified success with over 170 in attendance, including many of Britain’s most prominent 
politicians, academics and journalists. 

The Association was pleased to honour some of the UK’s foremost political scientists: Special 
Recognition Awards were given to Professor David Sanders for his contribution to the British Election 
Study; to Professor Vicky Randall for her services to the promotion of political studies and to gender 
and politics scholarship; and to Professor Paul Bew for his contribution to political history and to 
public life The Association also recognised Professor Ed Page, whose students develop and publish 
a joint research project on a range of current policy issues, with the Innovation in Teaching Politics 
award. The Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for Lifetime Contribution to Political Studies was awarded to 
Professor Michael Freeden, whose body of work has shaped understanding of ideology in general, 
and liberalism in particular. For his exceptional ‘In Defence of Politics’ series, and his efforts to 
engage with policymakers, Professor Matt Flinders was awarded the Politics/Political Studies 
Communicator award. 

The 2012 Awards also recognised the contributions of those politicians working to restore public 
trust and confidence in Britain’s democratic institutions. Mr Speaker, Rt Hon John Bercow MP, 
was awarded the Politician of the Year award for his efforts in reforming Parliament in the wake of 
the expenses scandal, increasing transparency and holding the Executive to account. The Rt Hon 
Margaret Hodge MBE, MP, was recognised for her efforts as Chair of the Public Accounts Committee 
in combating government waste and corporate abuse of the tax system, with the Parliamentarian of 
the Year award. Sir Richard Leese CBE Kt, Bill Morris OJ and Rt Hon Chris Patten received Lifetime 
Achievement in Politics awards in recognition for their distinguished public service and impact on 
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political life in Britain. The Association presented Stephanie Flanders with the Broadcaster of the 
Year award for her timely and accessible account of the financial crisis and Journalist of the Year to 
David Aaronovitch for his critical questioning of political myths and use of political science research. 

Nominations for awards were made by Association members and chosen by a jury consisting of 
Charlie Jeffery (Chair of the Association, University of Edinburgh), John Benyon (PSA Trustee, 
University of Leicester), Kay Boycott (Shelter), Rosie Campbell (PSA Trustee, Birkbeck, University 
of London), David Cowling (BBC), Mark D’Arcy (BBC), Andrew Massey (PSA Trustee, University 
of Exeter), Lord Bhikhu Parekh (House of Lords), Stuart Profitt (Penguin), and Gerry Stoker (PSA 
Trustee, University of Southampton). 

The Association is as ever grateful to Lord Parekh for hosting the meeting of the jury at the House 
of Lords. The Association once again extends special thanks to Jon Snow of Channel 4 News for his 
superb work as Master of Ceremonies. 

The list of award winners and presenters are a testament to the success of the evening:

•	 Politician of the Year, John Bercow (presented by David Steel)

•	 Parliamentarian of the Year, Margaret Hodge (presented by David Trimble)

•	 Lifetime Achievement in Politics, Chris Patten

•	 Lifetime Achievement in Politics, Bill Morris (presented by Polly Toynbee)

•	 Lifetime Achievement in Politics, Richard Leese (presented by Nick Robinson)

•	 Journalist of the Year, David Aaronovitch (presented by Ben Bradshaw)

•	 Broadcaster of the Year, Stephanie Flanders (presented by Geoffrey Howe)

•	 Best Political Satire, Have I Got News for You (presented by Chris Mullin)

•	 Special Recognition Award, Professor Paul Bew (presented by Dame Ann Leslie)

•	 Special Recognition Award, Professor Vicky Randall (presented by Yasmin Alibhai-Brown)

•	 Special Recognition Award, Professor David Sanders (presented by David Butler)

•	 Sir Isaiah Berlin Prize for Lifetime Contribution to Political Studies, Professor Michael Freeden 
(presented by Simon Jenkins & Michelle Phillips (Routledge)

•	 Politics/Political Studies Communicator, Professor Matt Flinders (presented by Adam Boulton 
& Philip Carpenter, Wiley)

•	 Innovation in Teaching Politics, Professor Ed Page (presented by Michael Crick)

•	 WJM Mackenzie Book Prize, Professor David Fisher, Morality and War: Can War Be Just in 
the Twenty-First Century? (presented by Sue Inglish)

•	 Student Short Video Competition, Evie Gibson and Rhys Tanner Budmouth College (presented 
by Charlie Jeffery)

Concluding Remarks

The year 2012 was busy, challenging and successful for the Association as it continued to support 
and promote the study of politics in difficult times in UK higher education. Our efforts have been 
focused on supporting the work of politics academics and ensuring the value of that work is widely 
recognised: from prospective students considering whether to take a politics degree to the highest 
levels of leadership in politics and higher education policy.
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 To do all this so effectively rests on much hard work by the trustees and employees of the Association. 
My thanks go to Kevin Hickson and Lindsey Harris whose terms of office as trustees came to an end 
in 2012, who each led important aspects of the Association’s work with great diligence.

We continue to be indebted to the Chief Executive Officer, Helena Djurkovic, for her drive and in 
particular her commitment to bring about improvements in the way the Association communicates 
its work to its members and its external audiences. Sandra McDonagh, our Membership Secretary, 
provides outstanding service to our members. Robert Pugsley, our Treasurer’s Assistant, maintains 
the Association’s financial records with great care and precision. Louise Bates has helped us to 
produce a growing range of high quality events with great flair and skill. And Jack Neenan, our newest 
employee, has already made important improvements to our internal and external communications. 
Our thanks are due to them all.

The advice provided by the staff at the Association’s auditor at PKF (UK) LLP deserves our 
acknowledgement. Our gratitude is also due to the staff at Wiley-Blackwell publishers with whom we 
have worked closely over the year, especially Rachel Smith, Sarah Tatum, Craig Gregory, Rhiannon 
Rees and Lucie Peplow. We greatly value their support and cooperation and it was a pleasure to 
work with them.

Charlie Jeffery

CHAIR

Approved by the trustees on 25 March 2013
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Treasurer’s Report for 2012

The financial management of the Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom is undertaken 
by the Chief Executive, the Finance Officer and the Treasurer, in liaison with other staff and the 
Finance Sub-Committee. Members of the Sub-Committee during the second half of 2012 were Jacqui 
Briggs, Terrell Carver, Charlie Jeffery, Andrew Massey, and the Treasurer, with the Chief Executive 
and Finance Officer in attendance. Reports are prepared for meetings of the Finance Sub-Committee, 
the Management Committee and the trustees and Executive Committee.

Provision of Information to Auditor

Each of the persons who were directors at the time when this directors’ report was approved has 
confirmed that:

•	 so far as that director is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the company’s 
auditor is unaware, and

•	 that the director has taken all the steps that ought to have been taken as a director in order to 
be aware of any information needed by the company’s auditor in connection with preparing its 
report and to establish that the company’s auditor is aware of that information.

Expenditure during 2012

The total resources expended by the charity during 2012 were £670,091, compared with £801,450 
in 2011. Expenditure on conferences and events fell by nearly 49 per cent from £203,466 in 2011 
to £104,298 in 2012. This reflected the lower numbers attending the 2012 conference, reduced 
venue costs and also the very efficient way the 62nd annual international conference in Belfast was 
organised resulting in much lower costs than for the 2011 conference in London. Staffing costs rose 
from £158,641 in 2011 to £167,071 in 2012 as a result of the recruitment of a Communications 
Officer mid-way through the year. The total costs for running the national office, excluding staffing 
costs, were £72,510 in 2012, compared to £54,568 in the preceding year. This was largely a result 
of expenditure on a new web site and membership system and on equipment. A number of other 
costs, such as office overheads and telephones and postage, showed a decrease.

Expenditure on awards and prizes fell from £59,190 to £40,987 in 2012, largely because of lower 
costs on the Awards Ceremony. This fall was a result of much of the organising work being undertaken 
in the London office, after dispensing with the services of the external provider, and special thanks 
are due to the Association’s Events and Marketing Manager Louise Bates. Support for specialist 
groups showed a big rise on the previous year, up by 115 per cent from £20,352 in 2011 to £43,787 
in 2012. By contrast, outgoings on international and external relations in 2012 were down by 40 
per cent from £81,435 in 2011 to £48,954 in 2012. One reason was the fall in APSA costs, because 
of the cancellation of the 2012 APSA meeting in New Orleans, and another reason was the lower 
support needed for overseas visitors because the Association’s own conference was in Belfast rather 
than London. The expenditure on international relations is in keeping with the charity’s policy of 
increasing the international profile and standing of political studies in the UK and of continuing to 
develop overseas links. 

Outgoings on research and impact amounted to £2,877, including the costs of funding a special 
meeting of the REF panel, while expenditure on education and skills was £9,762 (£8,910 in 2011). 
The money spent on communication and engagement was £33,975, which was a fall of 50 per cent on 
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the previous year. This decrease occurred because a one-off contribution to the Campaign for Social 
Science was made in 2011 and the services of an external PR company were no longer necessary 
following the appointment of Jack Neenan as Communications Officer. Expenditure on publications 
rose by six per cent from £85,070 in 2011 to £90,041 in 2012 reflecting a rise in some journal costs.

The total costs attributed to charitable activities in 2012 were £614,262 compared with the figure 
of £740,404 in 2011. Expenditure on membership services was £44,536 in 2012 (£49,547 in 2011). 
Governance costs in 2012 were £11,293, slightly down on the figure of £11,499 for 2011. 

Incoming Resources during 2012

Total incoming resources during 2012 were £766,765 compared with £819,934 in 2011, a fall 
of £53,169 or 6.5 per cent. The principal reasons for this fall were the introduction of rolling 
membership, necessitating the accrual of a proportion of membership subscriptions, a fall in income 
from Wiley-Blackwell, lower conference income, and a fall in the amount of VAT that was reclaimed.

One of the main sources of income for the Association is subscriptions paid by members. In 2012 this 
amounted to £96,964 compared to £106,566 in 2011. A reason for this fall is that the Association has 
moved from a calendar-year membership to rolling membership and this has resulted in membership 
income of £19,476 received in 2012 but deferred until 2013. Income from Wiley–Blackwell, as a 
result of the publication of the Association’s journals, fell from £483,841 in 2011 to £468,000 in 
2012. As in previous years, this decline reflects changes in the ways that the journals are marketed 
and sold, notably the growth in licensing arrangements, changes in currency rates, and a decline in 
the retention rate amongst institutional subscribers.  

Income from the 2012 Belfast conference exceeded the budget at £113,065 but was £24,106 less 
than the previous year because of lower conference fees and lowers numbers attending. Overall costs 
were much reduced meaning that a healthy surplus was generated in 2012 by contrast with the 2011 
London conference which made a large loss. The Association’s gratitude is due to Louise Bates and 
Cathy Gormley-Heenan and her team at the University of Ulster. The amount of VAT reclaimed in 
2012 was £13,511 compared with £20,171 the year before. The Association’s appreciation is due to 
Robert Pugsley, the Finance Officer, for his work in reclaiming the VAT. Income from investments was 
£23,424 which was up from £15,975 in 2011. Sponsorship for the Awards Ceremony was £24,049 
compared to £23,738 in 2011. 

Financial Management and Review

The charity’s financial management has become considerably more complex in recent years, as a 
result of the increased activities and income and changes in ways of operating. A detailed biennial 
financial review was instituted in 2003, involving the Association’s previous auditor at KPMG LLP. 
The most recent biennial review took place on 26 April 2012. John Benyon (Treasurer), Jacqui Briggs 
(Vice-Chair) and Terrell Carver, with Helena Djurkovic (CEO) and Robert Pugsley (Finance Officer), 
were present for the Association and Mairead Evans and Kate Slater represented KPMG LLP. 

The meeting examined a number of issues in detail, including trends in income and expenditure, 
the financial position of the Association, and its policies on risks, investments and reserves. Giving 
her assessment of the Association’s financial health, Ms Slater from KPMG said that she considered 
that the trustees were exercising a high level of prudence and proper stewardship of the charity’s 
financial affairs, and that the procedures and processes were in place for this to continue. A full 
report of the review was considered by the trustees at their meeting on 28 June 2012. 

Value Added Tax

For many years, with the agreement of HM Customs and Excise, the Association treated the income 
it received from membership subscriptions as taxable at the zero rate of VAT. As a result, it was not 
necessary to levy VAT on the annual membership fee and the Association was able to recover the 
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VAT it incurred on various items of expenditure. A detailed investigation took place in 1996–1997 
and Customs and Excise ruled that in return for its membership subscriptions the Association made 
a supply of publications which were taxable at the zero rate of VAT. This position was confirmed 
after a further assessment in 2004. 

In April 2006 HM Revenue and Customs began another review of the Association’s VAT position. The 
results were outlined in a letter from HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC), dated 20 November 2006. 
The Association took professional advice on these issues and, following lengthy correspondence, the 
Association proposed that five per cent of membership subscriptions should be treated as relating 
to taxable supplies. This was accepted by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs in a letter dated 10 
January 2008.

Since then the Association has reclaimed VAT on its costs and activities. In 2012 this amounted to 
£13,511. However, by 2012 it was clear that changes in the way the annual international conference 
is organised, coupled with the requests from some members to receive the journals in an electronic 
format, meant that it would be appropriate to reassess VAT as it applies to the Association’s affairs. 
The Chief Executive Officer, Finance Officer and the Treasurer have sought professional advice and 
guidance from Mr Andrew Terry, a VAT expert from KPMG. As a result the Association has made a 
proposal to HMRC that may result in different treatment of its liability to value added tax.   

Reserves, Investments and Risks

Reserves: Until 2005, the Association’s policy was that free reserves should amount to twice annual 
expenditure. This policy was established on the basis of professional advice and documents such 
as the NCVO/CFDG publication Not Just for a Rainy Day? However, given the rapid growth in both 
income and expenditure during recent years, the aspiration remained some way off – thus, reserves 
at the end of 2004 stood at £378,004, whereas twice annual expenditure would have been £829,370. 
As a result of discussions with the Charity Commission, during their review visit in December 2002, 
it was agreed that the trustees would re-examine the reserves policy and the issue was raised with 
the financial advisers in July 2003. It was agreed that the policy was a cautious one but consistent 
with a wide range of other charities. The policy was discussed and reaffirmed by the trustees at their 
meeting on 1 November 2003 and at the trustees’ strategy meeting in July 2004.

The matter was raised again at the biennial financial review on 18 October 2005. It was agreed that, 
as the charity’s expenditure had grown to over £400,000, the reserves policy might be seen as over-
cautious and there was an argument to change it to 1.5 times the level of expenditure. It was agreed 
that this change to the reserves’ policy was a sensible one and the revised policy was prudent and 
proper, and was consistent with the trustees’ responsibilities, set out in the Trustees’ Report. The 
revised policy was adopted by the trustees on 29 October 2005. The reserves policy was considered 
again and reaffirmed at the fifth biennial review on 26 April 2012. As shown in the statement of 
financial activities, total funds as at 31 December 2012 were £1,144,315, representing 1.7 times 
the annual expenditure in 2012. This means the Association’s reserves policy has been met. 

Investments: The charity’s policy on investments over many years has been to place the Association’s 
funds in low-risk investments. In recent years this has been in the Bank of Scotland at what was 
then an advantageous interest rate. As a result of this policy, the Association has not experienced 
the losses suffered by many other charities following the periodic falls in the value of stocks and 
shares. The policy has been kept under review and was discussed at the financial review meetings in 
July 2003, October 2005, November 2007, October 2009 and April 2012. The policy has also been 
discussed on a number of occasions by the Finance Committee and in full meetings of the trustees.

During 2012 the Association’s reserves were deposited in the Scottish Widows Bank in the CAF 90-
Day Notice Account which paid 1.95 per cent tax free. Working funds were held in the Association’s 
deposit account and the current account at the bank of Scotland. In the financial review meeting 
it was agreed that since interest rates were currently very low it would be difficult to expect any 
significant returns on low-risk investments, but that the trustees should keep the situation under 
review. The Treasurer reports on the charity’s investments to meetings of the trustees and of the 
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Management Committee and Finance Sub-Committee. The Association’s financial advisers and 
trustees feel the approach that has been adopted is sensible and appropriate. 
 
Risks: The Political Studies Association faces various risks, mainly of a financial nature. In terms of 
income, it is possible that the money received from Wiley–Blackwell could continue to decline. This 
may occur for various reasons, most notably a fall in subscriptions as a result of the introduction 
of the government’s open access policy, a disadvantageous exchange rate, company failure by the 
publishers or their agents, or mistakes in apportioning income from the journals. The position is 
monitored closely with a monthly report for the Association on income to the journals’ account and 
meetings with the publishers on sales and income held as necessary. 

The contract with Wiley–Blackwell includes a guaranteed minimum annual payment (GMAP) and 
other safeguards, such as the right to terminate the contract under certain conditions. The biggest 
single safeguard is that the Association holds the titles of its journals – as the Charity Commission 
Review Visit Report noted: ‘it is in the happy position of being financially secure – due in no small 
part to the wise decision to retain ownership of its publications.’

The issue of open access publishing, which has been of growing concern to the charity, is discussed 
further in the 2012 Trustees’ Report.  

It is also possible that the level of the Association’s membership might fall, leading to a reduction 
in income from that source, although there would also be associated cost savings, for example on 
postage and printing. The current changes in funding for higher education could lead to circumstances 
in which membership declined and the position will need to be monitored and any necessary action 
taken. Other sources of income could also decline. 

On the expenditure side, it is possible that there could be over-spending by one or more of the 
committees, or an employee or agent of the Association could enter into unwise large-scale 
commitments – although there are tight controls led by the Chief Executive and the Treasurer to 
guard against these eventualities. As the Association expands into new areas of activity, such as more 
publications, grants and awards, and conferences and events, so the range of possible risks may 
expand too. Other risks include the possibility of various kinds of legal action against the charity. 
The Association holds insurance against certain risks and this continues to be kept under review. 

The trustees keep all major risks under review, take advice as necessary and seek to mitigate the 
risks. The principal reason for the reserves policy is to ensure that the Association has sufficient 
funds to guard against any unforeseen eventualities. These matters have been discussed in detail 
on a number of occasions, for example at the financial review meetings in July 2003, October 2005, 
November 2007, October 2009 and 26 April 2012, and at meetings of the Finance Sub-committee 
and full meetings of the trustees. Risks and their assessment was a major topic at the strategy 
meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee held on 22 September 2011. The results of the discussions 
were reported to the full meeting of the trustees on 29 October 2011. 

It was agreed to ask the Chief Executive to take the lead on risk identification and management. It 
was also agreed to seek more information from other sources, including other learned societies, and 
especially from publishers about trends in journals publishing and related issues. In the last year 
or so, horizon-scanning meetings have been held with Wiley-Blackwell and Routledge publishers. As 
a result of these activities it was resolved to prepare a Risk Analysis Register for the Association. 
This was undertaken by the CEO and Management Committee and the resulting Risk Register was 
agreed by the trustees at their meeting in January 2013.  

Financial Assessment

Current Position: This is the twenty-first report of the current Treasurer and it is pleasing to report 
that the charity ran a surplus of £96,674 in 2012 (£18,484 in 2011). As a result, the Association’s 
funds carried forward rose to £1,144,315 (from £1,047,641 at the end of 2011), represented by 
£1,227,023 in its bank accounts, plus £41,921 due from debtors, less liabilities and deferred income 
of £124,629. 
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The 2012 surplus of £96,674 follows surpluses of £18,484 in 2011, £88,443 in 2010, £234,421 in 
2009, £99,602 in 2008. Taking these five years together, the Association made an overall surplus 
of £537,624 or an average of £107,525 per year. 

The Association continues to enjoy good financial health. Over several years, activities have grown 
and so has the income, although there have been falls during the last two years. Costs have also 
been managed more tightly. 

Alongside rising activities and the increased profile of the Association, the number of members has 
continued to increase. It should be noted that a rise in the number of members brings increases in 
costs, for example, on journals, Political Studies Association NEWS, the Directory, and on various 
administrative costs. This may be set to change in 2013 as many members will receive their journals 
online rather than as hard copies delivered through the post.

For a number of years the Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom has experienced 
a virtuous circle of growing activities, additional publications, increased professionalism, better 
international links, a heightened reputation and profile, and a rising membership. The steady pace 
of growth has enabled the charity to build its reserves while expanding and developing its activities. 
The Association continues to prosper and finds itself in good financial shape and can look forward 
with confidence. 

Plans for the Future Period: The trustees continue to be conscious of the need to keep a close 
watch on risks and uncertainties about future income and expenditure. Income from the Association’s 
journals has fallen during the last two years and will need careful monitoring. The growth of open 
access and electronic publishing, cutbacks in library budgets, and the expansion of licensing 
arrangements, coupled with the growth in the use of licensing arrangements, are factors the effects 
of which cannot be predicted with any certainty. Any decline in income from the journals, or from 
other sources, will require imaginative responses.

Income from membership subscriptions in 2012 was £9,602 less than in 2011. This was a result 
of higher levels of deferred income because of the introduction of rolling membership and this 
also needs monitoring and analysis. The Executive Committee plans to make a further increase in 
membership numbers a priority for the coming period, including a rise in the number of teachers 
in membership of the Association. There are also plans to examine the possibility of introducing 
a category of student membership. The Association continues to try to generate more income 
from other sources, such as advertising, sales and sponsorship, with much of the effort falling on 
the shoulders of the Chief Executive and staff in the National Office although all trustees are also 
committed to trying to raise additional funds.

The Association’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations took place in 2010 and the investment in activities, 
events and publications was designed not only to mark the occasion but also to provide a springboard 
for the next period. The charity appointed a new Chief Executive Officer in 2010 and set up an office 
in London. This is now fully functioning with an Events and Marketing Manager and Communications 
Officer working there alongside the Chief Executive. The Executive Committee has also resolved to 
continue to invest money in various activities, including raising the standing and visibility of the 
Association and the politics discipline, both nationally and internationally.

Given the uncertainties around income and expenditure, there is clearly a need for continued care 
and prudence, in accordance with the Association’s policy on risks and their mitigation. This will 
entail increasing income where possible and maintaining a tight watch on expenditure, while being 
prepared to invest in new developments in furtherance of the charity’s overall goal of promoting 
political studies and the advancement of learning in the art and science of government.
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Concluding Comments

I am pleased to end the Treasurer’s Report for 2012 by thanking everyone who has assisted me in 
my duties.

During 2012 I worked closely with Charlie Jeffery, the Chair of the Association, and also with Paul 
Carmichael, the Honorary Secretary, and Jacqui Briggs, the Vice-Chair. They are all most supportive 
and pleasant colleagues and it is a pleasure to work with them. I also wish to thank other members 
of the Executive Committee for their assistance and support. 

I would also like to express my personal appreciation to Helena Durkovic, the Association’s Chief 
Executive, Sandra McDonagh (Membership Secretary), Louise Bates and Jack Neenan. The staff at 
the Association’s new auditor PKF have also been very helpful and my particular thanks go to Asha 
Desoor, Shakila Khan, Roger Merchant, and Husein Mussa. My gratitude is also due to the staff at 
Wiley–Blackwell with whom I worked during the year, especially Lucie Peplow, Rachel Smith and 
Sarah Tatum. 
 
I would also like to thank Isobel Woodliffe, at the University of Leicester, for her continued support 
and assistance. My greatest thanks are due to Robert Pugsley, who has continued to serve most 
effectively and diligently throughout the year as the Association’s Finance Officer. The demands 
and complexities of the post have increased considerably in recent years and I am most grateful to 
Robert for all that he does and the help he provides to me and the Association. It is a pleasure to 
conclude my report by thanking him for his hard work and support.   
 

John Benyon
TREASURER
Approved by the trustees on 25 March 2013
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Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities
In Respect of the Trustees’ Annual Report and the Financial Statements

The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees’ Annual Report and the financial statements 
in accordance with applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that 
law they have are required to prepare the financial statements in accordance with UK Accounting 
Standards and applicable law (UK Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

Under company law the trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied 
that they give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the excess 
of income over expenditure for that period. 

In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

• state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any 
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 
presume that the charitable company will continue its activities.

The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and 
explain the charitable company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the 
financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements 
comply with the Companies Act 2006. They have general responsibility for taking such steps as are 
reasonably open to them to safeguard the assets of the charitable company and to prevent and detect 
fraud and other irregularities.

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial 
information included on the charitable company’s website. Legislation in the UK governing the 
preparation and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 
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Independent Auditor’s Report to the Members of the 
Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom

We have audited the financial statements of the Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom for the 
year ended 31 December 2012 which comprise the statement of financial activities, the balance sheet and 
the related notes. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable 
law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

This report is made solely to the charity’s members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of part 16 of the 
Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charity’s members 
those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no other purpose. To the fullest 
extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the 
charity’s members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditor

As explained more fully in the Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities, the trustees (who are also the 
directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are responsible for the preparation of the 
financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view. We have been appointed as 
auditor under the Companies Act 2006 and report in accordance with that Act. Our responsibility is to audit 
and express an opinion on the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and International 
Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland). Those standards require us to comply with the Auditing Practices 
Board’s Ethical Standards for Auditors.

Scope of the audit of the financial statements

An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements sufficient to 
give reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free from material misstatement, whether caused by 
fraud or error. This includes an assessment of: whether the accounting policies are appropriate to the charity’s 
circumstances and have been consistently applied and adequately disclosed; the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by the trustees; and the overall presentation of the financial statements. In addition, 
we read all the financial and non-financial information in the Trustees’ Report and Financial Statements to 
identify material inconsistencies with the audited financial statements. If we become aware of any apparent 
material misstatements or inconsistencies we consider the implications for our report.

Opinion on financial statements

In our opinion the financial statements:

•	 give	a	true	and	fair	view	of	the	state	of	the	charity’s	affairs	as	at	31	December	2012	and	of	its	incoming	
resources and application of resources, including its income and expenditure, for the year then ended;

•	 have	been	properly	prepared	in	accordance	with	United	Kingdom	Generally	Accepted	Accounting	Practice;	
and

•	 have	been	prepared	in	accordance	with	the	requirements	of	the	Companies	Act	2006.	

Opinion on other matter prescribed by the Companies Act 2006

In our opinion the information given in the Trustees’ Annual Report for the financial year for which the 
financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements. 

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Companies Act 2006 requires us to 
report to you if, in our opinion:

•	 adequate	accounting	records	have	not	been	kept	in	respect	of	the	charity,	or	returns	adequate	for	our	audit	
have not been received from branches not visited by us; or

•	 the	financial	statements	do	not	accord	with	the	accounting	records	and	returns;	or

•	 certain	disclosures	of	trustees’	remuneration	specified	by	law	are	not	made;	or

•	 we	have	not	received	all	the	information	and	explanations	we	require	for	our	audit.

Roger Merchant (Senior Statutory Auditor) 
for and on behalf of PKF (UK) LLP, Statutory Auditor Leicester, UK

PKF (UK) LLP is eligible to act as an auditor in terms of section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006

Date: 25 March 2013
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Statement of Financial Activities
(including the income and expenditure account)
for the year ended 31 December 2012

  Unrestricted Unrestricted
  funds funds
 Note 2012 2011
          £ £ 
 
Income and Expenditure

Incoming resources    

Incoming resources from generated funds 
Voluntary income 3 96,964 106,566
Activities for generating funds 4 8,567 5,723
Investment income 5 23,424 15,975 
 
Incoming resources from charitable activities 6 637,810 691,670  
  ________ ________
  
Total incoming resources  766,765 819,934  
  ________ ________
  

Resources expended

Costs of generating funds
Costs of generating voluntary income 7 44,536 49,547

Charitable activities 8 614,262 740,404 

Governance costs 9 11,293 11,499
  ________ ________
   
Total resources expended  670,091 801,450 
  ________ ________

Net movement in funds – net income for the year  96,674 18,484 
 

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward at 1 January 2012  1,047,641 1,029,157

  ________ ________

Total funds carried forward at 31 December 2012 1,144,315 1,047,641 
  ________ ________

The incoming resources and resulting net movement in funds arise from continuing operations. The charity 
has no recognised gains or losses other than the net movement in funds for the year.
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Balance Sheet
at 31 December 2012

 Note 2012 2011
  £ £  
 

Current assets  

Debtors 10 41,921 46,618 
Cash at bank 11 1,227,023 1,051,255 
   _________ ________

Total current assets  1,268,944 1,097,873 
   _________ ________

Creditors

Amounts falling due within one year 12 124,629 50,232 
   _________ ________

Net assets  1,144,315 1,047,641 
   _________ ________

Funds

Unrestricted Funds 14 1,144,315 1,047,641 
   _________ ________

Total funds  1,144,315 1,047,641 
   _________ ________

These financial statements were approved by the trustees and Executive Committee on 25 March 2013  
and were signed on their behalf by:

Professor John Benyon
Treasurer, Political Studies Association

Institute of Lifelong Learning
University of Leicester
128 Regent Road
Leicester LE1 7PA

Company registered number: 3628986
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Notes
(forming part of the financial statements)

1 Accounting policies

The following accounting policies have been applied consistently in dealing with items which are 
considered material in relation to the charity’s financial statements.

Basis of preparation
The financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis under the historical cost accounting 
rules and in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP 2005), issued in March 2005, and applicable accounting standards and the Companies 
Act 2006.
The trustees expect the activities of the charity to continue and have a reasonable expectation the income 
will enable this to happen. Accordingly, they continue to adopt the going concern basis in preparing the 
annual report and accounts.
The charitable company is exempt under FRS 1 from the requirement to prepare a cash flow statement 
on the grounds of its size.

Incoming resources
Income is recognised in the period in which the charity is entitled to its receipt. Income is only deferred 
where the expenditure to which it relates is required to be expended in a future year.

Resources expended
Expenditure is dealt with on an accruals basis. Direct charitable expenditure includes all costs directly 
relating to the objects of the charity. Governance costs represent costs which relate to the general running 
of the charity, including strategic planning processes that contribute to future development. Irrecoverable 
VAT is charged against the category of resources expended for which it was incurred.

Funds
All income is available for the trustees to use for any purpose in furtherance of the charitable objectives. 
No restricted funds are centrally held.

Taxation
Political Studies Association of the United Kingdom is considered to pass the tests set out in Paragraph 
1 Schedule 6 Finance Act 2010 and therefore it meets the definition of a charitable company for UK 
corporation tax purposes. Accordingly, the charity is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income 
or capital gains received within categories covered by Chapter 3 Part 11 Corporation Tax Act 2010 or 
Section 256 of the Taxation of Chargeable Gains Act 1992, to the extent that such income or gains are 
applied exclusively to charitable purposes.

Operating leases
Rentals applicable to operating leases where substantially all of the benefits and risks of ownership 
remain with the lesser are charged to the statement of financial activities on a straight line basis over 
the period of the lease.

Pensions
The company operates a defined contribution pension scheme and the pension charge represents the 
amounts payable by the company to the fund in respect of the year.

2 Legal Status of the Charity

The charity is a company limited by guarantee and has no share capital. The liability of each member in 
the event of winding up is limited to £10.

3 Voluntary income 2012 2011
  £ £
Membership subscriptions received directly by the Association 96,964 106,566 
  _________ ________
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Notes
(forming part of the financial statements)

4 Activities for generating funds 2012 2011
  £ £
Sale of advertising space 8,567 5,723 
  _________ ________

5 Investment income 2012 2011  
  £ £
Bank interest received 23,424 15,975 
  _________ ________

6 Incoming resources from charitable activities 2012 2011
  £ £
Income from Wiley–Blackwell  468,000 483,841
Annual conference gross income 113,065 137,171 
Political Studies Association/BISA Directory 6,127 6,181
Conference contribution to Political Studies Association News 3,600 3,000 
Heads of Department Conferences income 4,660 1,880 
Miscellaneous income 2,058 2,957 
Support for the Awards Ceremony 24,049 23,738
Other support 2,740 2,731
VAT refundable 13,511 20,171
CSAP income 0 10,000
  _________ ________

Total – incoming resources from charitable activities  637,810 691,670  
  _________ ________

7 Costs of generating voluntary income 2012 2011
   £ £
Membership services  44,536 49,547 
    _________ ________

8 Charitable activities  2012 2011
   £ £
Staffing costs  167,071 158,641
National Office  72,510 54,568
International and external relations  48,954 81,435
Conferences and events     104,298 203,466
Awards and prizes  40,987 59,190 
Communication and engagement  33,975 67,985
Education and skills  9,762 8,910
Research and impact  2,877 787
Specialist groups  43,787 20,352
Publications  90,041 85,070
    _________ ________

Total – charitable activities   614,262 740,404 
  _________ ________

9 Governance costs 2012 2011
   £ £
Audit fees  6,420 7,550
Other fees paid to auditor  900 2,417
Other costs  3,973 1,532
    _________ ________

Total – governance costs   11,293 11,499 
  _________ ________
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Notes
(forming part of the financial statements)

10 Debtors 2012 2011
  £ £
Amounts due from Wiley–Blackwell 24,731 34,701 
Other income 9,867 520
VAT recoverable 7,323 11,397
  _________ ________

Total – debtors 41,921 46,618 
  _________ ________

11 Cash at bank 2012 2011
  £ £
Bank of Scotland account 57,526 1,051,255
Scottish Widows account 1,149,780 0
PayPal account 19,717 0
  _________ ________ 

Total – cash at bank 1,227,023 1,051,255 
  _________ ________

12 Creditors 2012 2011
  £ £
Trade creditors 60,814 0 
Accruals 18,737 32,916 
Deferred income 45,078 17,316 
  _________ ________
 
Total – creditors 124,629 50,232  
  _________ ________

13 Deferred income 2012 
  £ 
Opening balance 17,316
Released in the year (17,316)
Deferred in the year 45,078
  _________ 

  45,078  
  _________ 

Deferred income relates to income received in advance for membership, annual conference and 
advertising.

14 Funds 2012  
  £ 
At 1 January 2012 1,047,641
Net income for the year 96,674
  ________

At 31 December 2012 1,144,315   
  _________ 
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Notes
(forming part of the financial statements)

15 Staff costs 2012 2011
  £ £
Wages and salaries 146,903 125,639
Employers NI 15,221 14,952    
Pension 3,000 3,000    
  _______ _______
  
Total – staff costs 165,124 143,591  
  _______ _______

The average number of employees during the year was 5 (2011 – 4).  Employees with emoluments 
above £60,000 are as follows:

 £60,000 – £70,000 1 1    
  _______ _______

Pension contributions made to the defined contribution pension scheme in relation to the above 
amounted to £3,000 (2011 – £3,000).

16 Trustees’ expenditure 2012 2011
  £ £
The charity’s trustees were reimbursed for
expenses incurred in carrying out their duties as follows: 
Travel expenses 14,850 9,667 
Accommodation and subsistence 12,212 18,508

  _________ ________ 

Total – trustees’ expenditure 27,062 28,175 
  _________ ________

No remuneration was payable to the charity’s trustees during the year (2011: nil).

17 Operating Lease commitments  2012 2011

As at 31 December 2012 the charity had annual commitments under non-cancellable operating 
leases in relation to land and buildings as set out below:

  £ £
Within 1 year 2,897 0 
Within 2–5 years 0 3,863
 
  _________ ________
 
Total – operating lease commitments  2,897 3,863  
  _________ ________
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Detailed Income and Expenditure Report
for the year ended 31 December 2012

  2012 2011
  £ £

Total incoming resources 766,765 819,934  
  _________ ________

Expenditure

Staffing costs 2012 2011
  £ £
Permanent staff 165,124 143,591
Clerical assistant 1,273 15,050
Training 674 0
  _________ ________

Total – membership services 167,071 158,641 
  _________ ________

National Office 2012 2011
  £ £
Management Committee 2,708 3,011 
Subscriptions to publications 0 118 
Office overheads (Newcastle) 3,477 9,709
Office overheads (London) 11,870 11,047
Equipment 11,707 4,319
IT support and database 30,107 9,879
Telephones and postage 3,738 6,218
Stationery 1,275 1,166 
Printing and photocopying 1,042 1,788 
Travel and subsistence 5,285 7,055  
Miscellaneous running costs 1,301 258
  _________ ________

Total – National Office 72,510 54,568  
  _________ ________

Membership services 2012 2011
  £ £
Recruitment campaign 128 0
Elections 0 798
Executive Committee meetings 14,118 10,146
Trustees’ Annual Report 3,620 3,252 
Members’ Handbook 0 3,349 
Directory of Political Studies  6,900 6,900
Directory - printing and dispatch 9,310 9,348
Diversity initiatives 401 257
Survey of political studies 848 0
Mailings to members 8,061 13,964
Miscellaneous costs 18 559
Expenses 1,132 974 
  ________ ________

Total – membership services 44,536 49,547 
  ________ ________
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Detailed Income and Expenditure Report
for the year ended 31 December 2012

International and external relations 2012 2011
  £ £
International Political Science Association 5,889 3,988
American Political Science Association 2,908 8,427
Academy of Social Sciences 2,397 2,309 
Other Political Studies Associations – links 17,271 18,073
British Politics Group – links 2,180 1,500
British Politics Group – funding  0 1,840
European Confederation of Political Science Associations 2,945 6,079
Other external relations 4,388 11,900
Overseas conference support 7,552 23,748
Contingencies and initiatives 2,793 3,000
Expenses 631 571
  ________ ________

Total – International and external relations 48,954 81,435 
  ________ ________

Finance 2012 2011
  £ £
Bank charges 58 710 
Audit and accountancy 7,320 7,298 
VAT (advice/payments) 1,800 200
Treasurer’s expenses 335 713 
Subscription refunds 119 161
Initiatives 727 0
Company business and legal advice 934 2,417 
  ________ ________

Total – finance  11,293 11,499 
  ________ ________

Conferences and events 2012 2011
  £ £
Annual conference (Belfast/London) expenditure 89,692 184,050
Annual conference support 1,462 4,079 
Travel and subsistence 1,013 3,763
Other events 178 1,792
Speakers’ expenses 0 45
Political Studies Association News (for annual conference) 3,600 3,600 
Heads of Department Conferences 4,216 2,814
Forthcoming conferences 724 572
Advertising and publicity 0 1,246 
Annual lecture with the Hansard Society 2,719 0
Expenses 694 1,505  
  ________ ________

Total – conferences and events 104,298 203,466 
  ________ ________
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Detailed Income and Expenditure Report
for the year ended 31 December 2012

Awards and prizes 2012 2011
  £ £
WJM Mackenzie Prize and Sir Isaiah Berlin Award 269 931 
PhD Prizes 2,008 2,169
Journal prizes 779 601
Bernard Crick and Richard Rose prizes 265 603
Awards Ceremony 34,050 47,563
Awards brochure 400 3,117
Awards 2,291 2,544
Expenses 925 1,662
  ________ ________

Total – awards and prizes 40,987 59,190 
   ________ ______   __

Communication and engagement 2012 2011
  £ £
Internet – main site 5,500 9,500
Sponsorship and PR advice 2,842 16,300
Advertising 0 522
Political Studies Association NEWS 20,868 20,637
Campaign for Social Sciences (CfSS) 0 15,000
Knowledge transfer/public engagement activities 4,324 5,243
Expenses 440 783 
   ________ ______   __

Total – communication and engagement 33,975 67,985 
   ________ ______   __

Education and skills 2012 2011
  £ £
Graduate Network 5,453 996
Study Politics booklet  0 4,332 
Surveys and research 870 96
Teachers’ section 2,472 2,930
Expenses 967 556
   ________ ______   __

Total – education and skills 9,762 8,910 
   ________ ______   __

Research and impact 2012 2011
  £ £
Economic and Social Research Council – representation 259 0
Monitoring RAE/REF 1,999 293
Expenses 619 494
   ________ ______   __
    
Total – research and impact 2,877 787 
  ________ ________
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Detailed Income and Expenditure Report
for the year ended 31 December 2012

Specialist groups  2012 2011
  £ £
Specialist groups 23,710 12,054
Special activities competition 12,108 8,000
Territorial politics conference 6,929 0
Expenses 1,040 298 
   ________ ______   __

Total – specialist groups 43,787 20,352 
   ________ ______   __

Publications 2012 2011
  £ £
Politics – editorial expenses 15,788 13,099 
Political Studies – editorial expenses 5,969 11,357
Political Studies – Managing Editor 38,341 33,287
Political Studies Review – Assistant 8,484 5,040 
B. J. Politics and I. R. – Editorial Assistant 13,590 13,416
B. J. Politics and I. R. – editorial expenses 292 0
B. J. Politics and I. R. – web site 0 1,700
Political Insight 5,684 5,060
Expenses 1,893 2,111
 
   ________ ______   __

Total – publications 90,041 85,070 
   ________ ______   __

   ________ ______   __

Total resources used 670,091 801,450 
   ________ ______   __

   ________ ______   __

Net incoming resources 96,674 18,484
   ________ ______   __

Note: The detailed income and expenditure report does not form part of the audited statutory accounts 
and is included solely for the information of members.
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