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Abstract 

The main concern of this study was to explore the representation of the far-right 

political party Golden Dawn and especially its spokesman, Mr Kasidiaris, in the Greek news 

TV bulletins in relation to fascism. The theory used combines the analysis of the 

characteristics of fascism and the media power of news bulletins; namely media agenda-

setting and framing in the info-tainment media environment. The media techniques and 

biases explored in the representation of fascism and far-right politics by the Greek news 

bulletins are the personalization of politics, the dramatization of news information, the 

graying of reality with pseudo-events and misinformation, as well as the normalization or 

extrematization of information. The methodology used in this research is qualitative critical 

discourse analysis across 160 items in news bulletins information from three Greek channels 

(Net/Nerit, Mega and Alpha). How is Mr. Kasidiaris represented in the Greek TV News 

bulletins? When is the fascist ideology included in his media representations? How can Mr. 

Kasidiaris be portrayed sometimes as a celebrity politician and later as a fascist chief of a 

criminal organization? These are some of the questions seeking answers in an info-tainment 

media field. 
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Introduction: Rise of extreme right and media 

During the last two years there has been a great debate within Greek and 

international media regarding the rise of the Greek far-right political party, namely Golden 

Dawn. It started as a small extremist right-wing group that achieved political significance in 

2012 Parliamentary elections gaining the 6.92% of the popular vote (Vasilopoulou & 

Halikiopoulou, 2013), which increased even more (9,4%) in the last Euro elections of May 

2014, even though in national elections before 2012 they had only won one city council seat 

in Athens in 2010 (Wodak & Angouri, 2014). 

The press representative of the party and member of the parliament, Elias Kasidiaris, 

has been greatly reported by the Greek media firstly because he fully represents Golden 

Dawn and secondly due to specific events that have taken place. For example, in 2012, Mr. 



Kasidiaris verbally and physically assaulted two left-wing female politicians in a televised 

debate. Furthermore, after the murder of the antifascist rapper Pavlos Fyssas in September 

2013, several Golden Dawn members and MPs, including their party leader Nikos 

Mihaloliakos and their press representative, Elias Kasidiaris were arrested facing criminal 

charges. Moreover, after this event there has been a dramatic change in Golden Dawn’s 

representation with mainstream media reporting a national outcry (Lowen, 2013). However, 

these events have not erased Golden Dawn’s electoral success nor the popularity of its ideas 

(Rori & Georgiadou, 2013). 

Evoked characteristics of fascism in Greece 

According to many theorists (Kitschelt & McGann, 1997), the revival of fascist and 

national socialist ideology finds ground during financial crisis, high unemployment and 

political instability, while multi-culturalization results in racist and xenophobic backlash 

(Harrison & Bruter, 2011, p. 13). All these factors were combined in the case of Greece. The 

economic crisis across Europe has triggered strict austerity measures, while especially 

Greece was driven to insolvency (Wodak & Angouri, 2014, p. 540). In parallel, other social 

and political problems such as immigration were marginalized giving ground to racism and 

fascism to evoke. Fascism and Nazism are often seen as potentially revolutionary 

movements (Andreski, Germani, Kogan, & Lombardini, 1969), eligible to solve the weak 

financial, political and social circumstances.  

One of the main characteristics of fascism is hierarchy. Within right-wing politics 

there is a religion in the image of the leader in parallel with a belief in the order and the 

distinction of the responsibilities/positions with hierarchy. This stems from the loyalty to the 

state and the centralization of the political power to the leader and the government 

(Andreski, Germani, Kogan, & Lombardini, 1969, p. 42-43). Furthermore, this ideology is 

combined with the general fear of potential destruction of traditional hierarchies in the 

society (religion, family and nation). Golden Dawn’s organizational structure is similar to that 

of far-right parties, with near absolute concentration of authority in the hands of the leader 

(Mudde, 2007; Georgiadou, 2008, p. 104-112; Ellinas, 2013, p. 552). Nevertheless, the 

concentration of media power on Mr. Kasidiaris underlines his leading role in the party, 

especially since the party leader was imprisoned.  

A second characteristic of fascism is the glorification of terror and violence. The 

political power is used in conjunction with coercive power, especially violent military power 

(Thompson, 1995). In the case of Golden Dawn, it is not a coincidence that it has a close 



relationship with the police, while many times it seems to represent people’s security when 

police is absent. The third characteristic of fascism is racism. It may not be an essential 

characteristic but it is definitely a consequence of the fascist ideology (Andreski, Germani, 

Kogan, & Lombardini, 1969, p. 22). A consequence of the afore mentioned in Greece was a 

xenophobic backlash; in more detail, many of the negative sentiments towards foreigners 

were increased. This allowed the radical populist right to evoke, focus and reinforce pre-

existing xenophobic sentiments for political gain (Betz, 1994, p. 81). As Anderson (1996) and 

Knigge (1998) suggest, high levels of immigration and the concentration of newcomers in 

specific areas favour the likelihood of electoral success for extreme right parties (Harrison & 

Bruter, 2011, p. 14).  

Additionally, for many the rise of Nazism and fascism was the automatic 

consequence of identity politics, since “religious and national identities are the most salient 

identities to be mobilized in violent conflicts” (Orjuela, 2014). Within this perspective, 

politicians try to reduce from function and reason the political circumstances of the country 

and focus on collective experiences and memories of identity (Bernstein, 2005; Brown, 1995; 

Bliss, 2013). They insist that all the problems are derived from identity and should be solved 

by criteria of identity. Identity in this case is seen as the security of the (national) 

community. Identities are formed by every type of collective human activity/community. 

Flag, ceremonies and monuments of a country are used at both the institutional and 

symbolic level. As Bliss (2013) puts it “the politicized identity-based construction of human 

experience –common sense ideas- make the world being perceived and experienced as 

racially real”. So, it is easy to conclude that during an economic crisis, general distrust to 

politicians and the myth of national glory, citizens use immigration as an excuse to believe in 

identity politics. 

According to this point of view, the source and reason of the problem becomes 

everything foreign, for example immigrants seen as “multiplying rats” (Betz, 1994, p. 119), 

assumed as national peril. According to Ellinas (2013), “Golden Dawn’s anti-immigrant 

profile is reinforced by its members’ violent activities against immigrants”. These violent acts 

in combination with the nationalist worldview have helped Golden Dawn establish 

ownership of the immigration issue (Ellinas, 2013, p. 558). 

Finally, Fascism and Nazism exploit/combine in its ideology elements from a 

romantic and nostalgic part-mythical past (Fischer, 1995, p. 39). A glorious history of the 

past is over-represented, creating imagined communities (Anderson, 2006) and banal 



nationalism (Billing, 1995) that are also promoted by the Greek media (Anastasiou, 2011). 

For instance this can be seen from the national days’ ceremonies, parades and the media 

discourse on the shared common identity and Greek culture that has remained strong and 

invaluable.  

Media framing of politics 

The relationship between media and politics has long been the subject of debate 

(Corner & Pels, 2003). Politics, like every human experience, can no longer even be thought 

outside a media frame (Silverstone, 2005). As Kellner mentions, political coverage is 

ideological and should be perceived and judged in that way. Naming and framing the agenda 

setting with the symbolic hierarchy of media reflects media’s authority to work as a principle 

source of social facts. 

In more detail, the way in which news are framed defines how the audience focus 

on that, understand it, remember it and react to it (Entman, 1993). Framing is seen as 

shaping reality and frames as tools of thought (Reese, Stephen, Gandy, Oscar, & August, 

2001). According to Entman (1993), the use of frames contributes to the selection of specific 

elements of reality and in the over-presentation of a specific approach and opinion about 

them (Patsou, 2014). They set the issue agenda for the rest of us, choosing what to 

emphasize and what to ignore or suppress, in effect organizing much of our political world, 

for us. Close to agenda-setting is the priming, which “refers to the fact that one piece of 

media information can influence how we interpret subsequent pieces of information by 

making us tune in to certain areas of thought” (Fog, 2013, p. 12). News is representations of 

(ideological) opinions about real events rather than the representation of the latter 

(Scheufele, 1999). It is the ideological frame where people’s perception is filtered in order to 

become the ‘established objective reality’.  

However, news remains a commercial product and media still an industry trying to 

attract as much audience as possible (Tuchman, 1987). News bulletins can penetrate our 

everyday life, since TV represents information in a simple way and citizens watch them not 

only to get informed but also to relax. Consequently, media today are not focusing on 

information; the programs most viewed by the audience are the entertaining ones (Thussu, 

2007) and that’s why even news is framed as entertainment. Furthermore, media not only 

cover certain events and report facts, but also “they animate news by turning them into 

narratives with plots and actors” (Street, 2001, p. 36). 

A representative media technique, especially for political news, is the 

personalization of politics; in other words the focus on the person rather than the 



issue/political party. This approach can lead to the creation of celebrity politicians and 

popular political leaders or to the criticism of political caricatures. Mediated persona and 

political culture consists of the interaction of private life with career in political institutions, 

strategic projection of private life in publicity, journalistic revelations of private life; gossip 

and scandal (Corner, 2003, p. 73). These labels and phrases, like the masks in an ancient 

Greek drama, convey positive or negative cues regarding events and personas often without 

the benefit of- and usually as a substitute for- supportive information (Parenti, 1993, p. 201). 

For instance, dramatic narrative and cinematic spectacle (Kellner, 2003, p. 160) are 

extensively used to frame Greek national elections. Framing in the news includes political 

drama and theatre, personalities, characters, plots, distributions, feelings and symbols 

created by real events and pseudo-events (Pan & Kosicki, 1993). In our case, the way in 

which titles appear on TV (Potter, 1996, p. 137) around Golden Dawn is usually based on the 

extrematization; represented as an extreme far-right party especially regarding issues of 

violence and immigration and the minimization; represented as a normal anti-party when 

fascist ideology comes up for discussion of specific issues (Potter, 1996, p. 187). Truth 

sometimes looks stranger than fiction (Potter, 1996, p. 173) due to the systematic 

construction of reality. The media representation of political events and personae construct 

certain “social facts” that characterize them (Williams & Delli Carpini, 2011) and create what 

we name “common sense” beliefs that are perceived as social reality. Consequently, the 

media “characterization” of events and people may differ depending upon the events that 

are depicted, the news framing of the information (i.e. dramatization such as background 

music) and the way journalists or people talking in the news speak and comment on these.  

Main research question-research hypotheses 

Given that politics is one of Greek TV news bulletins favorite subjects (Hallin & 

Mancini, 2004) and that politicians, keen to appear on TV (Franklin, 1994, p. 5), are usually 

welcome to live TV news in order to discuss current issues (Veneti, Poulakidakos, & 

Theologou, 2012), it is interesting to explore whether and in what way the spokesman of the 

Golden Dawn is represented in the Greek TV news bulletins. The combination of the 

characteristics of the fascist ideology and the media biased techniques can help us examine 

whether and how the characteristics of fascism are represented and in what terms these are 

linked to the case of Golden Dawn’s spokesman, Elias Kasidiaris. The media power to 

represent Golden Dawn is explored through the language and techniques used in the current 

info-tainment environment to reveal the way this party can be seen in different ways, based 

on different representations. 



Based on theory, the main research question of this research is how the media talk 

about fascism to relation with the far-right Greek political party Golden Dawn and their 

spokesman, Elias Kasidiaris. This question can be further analyzed in several hypotheses:  

H1: Fascism, as was analyzed extensively, follows certain characteristics (hierarchy, racism, 

violence, nationalism, glorification of the past). Taking into consideration the media 

techniques and biases used by the Greek media in the info-tainment environment (framing, 

agenda-setting, graying of reality, dramatization) and the media focus on certain members 

of the party and especially their spokesman, who is the most media presented member of 

the party (personalization of politics),we expect that certain ideological characteristics of the 

party will be ignored or minimized, so Golden Dawn will be depicted as a normal anti-party 

and Elias Kasidiaris as a celebrity politician (normalization).  

H2: As mentioned in the theory, media started to approach Golden Dawn in a different way 

after the violent events that took place. Taking the characteristics of fascism and of media 

techniques under consideration, we expect that Golden Dawn’s far-right ideological 

characteristics will be over-presented when media want to depict GD as an extreme, far-

right and fascist political party (extrematization). Since personalization is a usual media 

technique and given that media environment focuses on stories with heroes and plots, we 

expect that media will characterize members of the party as fascists in order to connect their 

ideology and/or their party with fascism (characterization). 

Research method  

The research method used as the most suitable for the aims of the current research 

is Critical Discourse Analysis. CDA has been extensively used as a research method to analyze 

mass communication, racism, nationalism and identity (Chouliaraki, 1999; Fairclough, 1989; 

Van Dijk, 1991; Wodak et al., 1999; Phillips & Jorgensen, 2002, p. 117). In CDA, texts use 

linguistic strategies that appear normal or neutral on the surface, but which may in fact be 

ideological and seek to shape the representation of events and persons for particular ends. 

Also, CDA views modes of communication as a means of social construction (Phillips & 

Jorgensen, 2002, p. 145). The term ‘critical’ means ‘denaturalising’ the language to “reveal 

the kinds of ideas, absences and taken-for-granted assumptions in text, analyze the linguistic 

elements that are hidden from people” (Machin & Mayr, 2012, p. 5). Van Dijk (2001) 

describes CDA precisely as the study of implicit or indirect meanings in texts (Machin & 

Mayr, 2012, p. 30). For these reasons, the main linguistic aspects that are extensively 

examined in this research are: 



 Choice of words and pairs of words that create assumptions: A 

choice of word might suggest kinds of identities, values and activities due to the 

established associations (Fairclough, 1989). Usually words with specific emotional 

validity are used by the media. Regarding the pairs of words, often texts can use 

textual choices to indicate levels of authority and co-membership with the audience, 

for example by combining informal and formal lexical choices (Fairclough, 1995). 

 Persuading with abstraction and rhetoric tropes: metaphor, 

hyperbole, metonymy. As mentioned, News discourse uses methods of 

dramatization in the presentation of information usually combining this kind of 

grammatical and rhetoric elements. 

 Verbs and nouns in headlines for presenting speech and speakers: 

Quoting verbs may imply guilt, lack of agency, emotional intensity. Grammatical 

positioning of actions, actions that are represented in abstraction. Specifically, 

nominalized sentences obscure causality. Moreover, nouns are overrepresented, 

while crucial aspects of the process are left unspecified (Fairclough, 1989, p. 51).  

 Structural oppositions (Halliday, 1978): words work not only on their 

own but also as networks of meanings. Vocabulary also makes distinctions between 

classes of concepts. Structural oppositions in texts include opposing concepts such 

as young-old, good-bad (Buckingham, 2011). Here we can see the distinction 

between extreme right and extreme left or communism (theory of extremes). When 

such oppositions are more overtly included in a text, we can talk of ideological 

squaring (Dijk, 1998). 

Sample  

This research is analyzed the central TV News Bulletins of three Greek TV channels. 

Overall there are 160 items of TV news bulletins’ information; 49 by Mega channel, 51 by 

Net/Nerit and 60 by Alpha channel. The public channel Net that was closed down and then 

transformed in the new Nerit, remains the channel that officially represents the view of the 

state. The other two selected TV private channels are Mega and Alpha, two of the most 

popular channels for their TV News Bulletins according to Nielsen’s measurement about the 

preferences of the audience. The selection of the dates and news bulletins used is event-

oriented. In more detail, specific dates were chosen from June 2012 to July 2014, including 

dates when news about the Golden Dawn was at the spotlight.  



Results and discussion 

Given that TV news bulletins focus more on information about GD’s members and 

especially their spokesman, Mr Kasidiaris we explore two research hypotheses: firstly, 

certain characteristics of fascism will be ignored when GD is depicted as an anti-party and its 

members as celebrity politicians (H1 normalization). On the contrary, the fascist ideology will 

be over-represented when GD is depicted as an extreme far-right party while media will 

focus on fascist ideas and practices of the party’s members and especially on their press 

representative, in order to name GD as a fascist party (H2 extrematization and 

characterization).  

GD and Mr. Kasidiaris in its official positions state their beliefs and ideas about 

immigration, hierarchy and democracy. Normally, a party would be characterized as fascist 

based on its official political positions and declarations. However, given that media are 

attracted to personas rather that politics, the characterization of GD as fascist comes after 

the confirmation of GD members as fascists. On top of GD usually being represented in the 

context of violence or crime, media emphasized GD’s fascist ideology and beliefs when some 

of its members faced criminal accusations. It has been mentioned in this study that media 

personalize politics and prefer to present stories around these personas rather than cover 

information about the party in general. Of course, based on the ideas of the party and their 

passionate belief in absolute hierarchy, their leader Mr Michaloliakos used to communicate 

some of the party’s announcements and being their powerful leader. However, due to his 

arrest on 28-09-13, the party’s spokesman and official representative face of GD, Mr 

Kasidiaris, came to the spotlight. As a result, since Kasidiaris is the party member most 

represented in media, this study about fascism is focused on him.  

Kasidiaris first came at the forefront of media agenda on 07-06-12 when he verbally 

and physically assaulted two female left-wing politicians. This act was characterized as 

fascist and as a consequence the party was characterized as promoting fascism. In more 

detail, the media reported: 

Alpha (07-06-12): “Fascist attack, verbal insult to women by the GD’s right hand” 

Mega (07-06-12): “Shock by the barbarian attack of Mr Kasidiaris towards two left-wing 

women politicians on live TV” 

Net/Nerit (07-06-12): “Brutal violence and bad memories of fascism revived by Kasidiaris 

attack towards two female left-wing politicians” 



 From these comments Kasidiaris’ act is negatively commented by all three news 

bulletins and is characterized as fascist. In more detail, the clear use of the word “fascist” to 

describe the attack towards the politicians, underlines the ideological background of these 

(political) acts. In the third comment the hyperbole about the revival of “bad memories of 

fascism” over-represents again the ideology of GD. The metonymy “GD’s right hand” 

embeds Kasidiaris in the ideological context of his political party and indirectly characterizes 

the party too. The words “barbarian attack” and “brutal violence” focus on the use of 

violence especially against female politicians, but they also denote the relationship between 

far-right ideology and the use of violence. The use of the word “shock” gives also 

dramatization. All these comments about the party’s spokesman as fascist are followed by 

the generalization of this characterization to the party. GD is represented as a fascist party 

through the fascist and violent acts of its members and especially their spokesman. 

Although Mr. Kasidiaris begun to be represented in the media in a negative way, 

soon there were many times that he was depicted as an everyday political of a normal anti-

party; So, Mr. Kasidiaris and the party that he fully represented in the media, Golden Dawn, 

was treated by the journalists in a similar way. For instance, the public channel Net, now 

transformed into Nerit, included Mr. Kasidiaris’ comments about the loan of the Greek 

country on 23-08-12: 

Net/Nerit headline (23-08-12): “GD (Mr. Kasidiaris speaking): The loan is illegal and the 

countries that have given money to Greece want to take back extra money. The prime minister 

hasn’t commented on the fact that millions of Greek citizens have killed themselves due to the 

memorandum and the economic crisis.” 

From this argument we can identify the dethematization / spin control (Pfetsch, 

2008). GD changes the subject from financial issues to social problems that of course are 

connected, because they don’t have a clear solution for the financial situation of Greece or 

the loan that has been agreed. Consequently, they try to shift focus in other subjects in 

order to reveal themselves as empathizing with Greek people’s everyday problems, which is 

one of fascism’s characteristics. Moreover, GD is used as a metonymy since the comments 

are made by GD’s spokesman, Elias Kasidiaris. However, regarding the media approach, the 

reporter and the presenter of the news make no comments on these announcements. On 

the contrary they just mention that: 

 Net/Nerit headline (23-08-12): “members of GD commented on the Government’s 

decisions”. 



 Firstly, it is important here to interpret the selection of words. The word “members” is 

neutral and does not indicate any characterization by the media. In other words, the 

reporter could mention any other politician as the member of “party x”. In that way GD is 

depicted as a normalized anti-party. It is included in the comments of all the other political 

parties and there is no further discussion. The other two private channels do exactly the 

same. They only mention GD’s announcement without making any further comments and 

contributing in the perception that they are a normal, every-day anti-systemic party. 

Consequently, GD seems to fall in the same category as all the other parties. 

Sometimes media’s thirst for interesting stories leads them to include pseudo-

events in order to cover the news in a more entertaining/dramatized way. On 12-02-13, 

alpha channel presented the invasion of GD in a hospital in order to check whether there 

were illegal immigrants working as nurses. In the reportage they included photos of armed 

GD’s members from another occasion and transformed them in order to look as taken in the 

hospital.  

The alpha news headline (12-02-13) was: “Armed GD’s members in the hospital look for 

illegal immigrants working as nurses”.  

As per the discourse used, we can see that there is a verb this time in the title, which 

indicates GD’s actions. Here GD’s representation is focused on the racism towards 

immigration and again violence, in order to depict the party as extreme with fake photos. 

However, when the party’s spokesman, Elias Kasidiaris, interrupted the news to complain, 

the presenter of the news apologized and clarified that the photos were product of photo 

editing. Particularly, Mr. Kasidiaris was welcomed at the studio to complain about the fake 

photos and the journalistic covering of his party’s investigation for illegal nurses at the Greek 

hospital. In the end the news presenter apologized again for the misunderstanding and their 

channels’ mistake and clarified that Mr. Kasidiaris was more than welcome anytime he 

wants to participate in the news panels discussions.  

Based on theory it is usual in the new info-tainment media environment to cover 

politicians as celebrities. Greek media did not hesitate to transform far-right ideology into 

entertainment news. For example, on 24-05-13 Alpha news bulletins included reportage for 

the “political fashion” which included many photographs of Elias Kasidiaris in the parliament 

and commented on his clothes and hairstyle. 

Alpha headline (24-05-13): “Parliament, catwalk finished” 



The info-tainment character of the news should be taken into consideration. The use 

of the word “catwalk” indicates the entertaining context of the information and works as a 

hyperbole. Its combination with the word “parliament” is a mixture of formal and informal 

lexicon. Last but not least, parliament here works as metonymy since the comment is about 

the politicians in the parliament. In that way, not only is a far-right politician depicted as a 

celebrity, but he is also presented as an in-fashion political figure with an anti-systemic 

political attitude, hiding his ideology. Through the personalization of politics, the party can 

be either normalized or extrematized by the media. 

Another event that has been extensively discussed in the media about Mr Kasidiaris 

is the fact that he was allowed to carry a gun even inside the parliament. Within this 

discussion regarding the allowance of guns in the parliament many politicians and journalists 

mentioned the “violent expressions” that Mr. Kasidiaris and other GD’s MPs had revealed in 

even in public places and real-time TV programmers.  

The event that changed significantly the way media treated GD was the murder of 

Pavlos Fyssas on 18 of September 2013. As underlined in theory this was a starting point for 

the Greek media to represent GD as a fascist, dangerous criminal organization. Moreover, 

though Kasidiaris was never accused having taken part in the murder of Pavlos Fyssas 

himself, he was blamed for the “violent education” of the murderer through GD’s meetings 

where Kasidiaris was the instructor.  

Mega (30-09-13): “The sister of Fyssas’ murder says: It was Kasidiaris who taught him how 

to become a murder and now he pretends that they did not know each other” 

 Here Kasidiaris is depicted as the teacher of the murderer, while further comments 

about his violent, hierarchical preoccupations and ideological beliefs are presented as linked 

to GD’s fascism. After the first arrest of Mr Kasidiaris, media made long reports about his 

perception of democracy as a powerless political system and his admiration of the members 

of the Greek Junta of the 60s, Germany’s Nazism and Hitler himself. Some representative 

examples of the comments in these reports say: 

Net/Nerit (29-09-13): “Nazism salute, poems for Hitler, violent attacks and criticism about 

democracy by GD’s Kasidiaris” 

The choice of the words “Nazism salute”, as well as the clear reference to “Hitler” 

intends to once again show the relation of the party and the party’s members with Neo- 



Nazism and fascism. The hyperbole “poems for Hitler” dramatizes their support to fascism. 

Again violence is underlined to focus on the fascist and dangerous nature of GD using the 

case and personalized the party to their press representative. Even more comments were 

made after Kasidiaris release from jail on 02-10-13, when he assaulted journalists.  

Alpha (02-10-13): “GD shows real face of inflammatory language and violence. Bullies” 

In this comment the metonymy used, namely GD showing their real face meaning 

Mr Kasidiaris, proves that the violent and fascists acts of GD members are generalized and 

characterized by the media as the party’s characteristics. The hyperbole and metaphorical 

use of “bully”, working as sarcasm for their violence in Greek, focuses again on the party’s 

violent logic. This is also another use of informal and formal lexicon. Needless to say that 

these discussions that followed usually included an expert i.e. a lawyer, who explained the 

legal framework around Kasidiaris and GD’s acts and their legal consequences. 

Despite that after Fyssas’ murder GD was treated as a fascist party by the media, 

there were times that Mr. Kasidiaris was still depicted as a celebrity politician. For instance, 

one characteristic example, in which Kasidiaris is represented as a celebrity, is the 

commentary on his attendance at ceremonies and national celebrations. During Easter 2014, 

Mr Kasidiaris decided to go to a church inside the police academy in Athens, even though he 

was facing criminal accusations. In the news bulletins his visit was represented as: 

Mega news headline (24-04-14): “Provocation by Mr Kasidiaris on Resurrection Mass” 

Net/Nerit news headline (24-04-14): “Provocative Kasidiaris during Easter”. 

As per the discourse, in the first case, the title uses passive voice while in the second 

one the verb is missing. Kasidiaris’ name is over-represented as well as the Holy Easter. 

Finally, the word “provocation” and “provocative” give a dramatic tone. From the comments 

in both channels it can be assumed that GD’s spokesman is treated everywhere as 

potentially violent and dangerous. Nevertheless, the presence of his name in the news 

bulletins reinforces not only his popularity but also his party’s popularity. According to 

recent research, media representation of the far-right political parties may contribute in its 

political and electoral success, especially when these parties enjoy too much media coverage 

compared to their party power.  

One recent event that Mr Kasidiaris was the protagonist was the disclosure of a 

video depicting Mr Kasidiaris and the Government’s general secretary, Mr Baltakos, 



discussing about a conspiracy by the Government to fabricate against GD as a criminal 

organization. In more detail, here are some representative comments: 

Net/Nerit headlines-comments (02-04-14): “Political chaos; Baltakos’ resignation after secret 

Kasidiaris’ video. He talks with Kasidiaris and blames Government for GD’s arrests.  

Alpha headline (02-04-14): “Baltakos talks as Kasidiaris’ friend, sharing his ideology and 

feelings, even though Kasidiaris is an enemy of the Government”. 

In this example we can see that the media personalize politics in both cases; Kasidiaris is the 

representation of the GD and Baltakos represents the Government. The use of the term 

“friend” intents to over-represent the tone in which the two people were talking in 

inflammatory rude language. Additionally, Kasidiaris is characterized as the Government’s 

“enemy” to indicate that –supposedly- the Government’s and GD’s positions are very far 

from each other. Overall, the information about any party member and especially its 

spokesman contributes to the public image of the party. In addition, on 02-04-14, when the 

son of the- at that time- general secretary of the government physically insulted GD’s 

members and especially Kasidiaris himself, the media commented: 

Mega news bulletins (02-04-14): “How can a person invade the parliament and insult 

politicians?”  

This comment underlines the political role of the “victims” rather than the 

ideological position of the party. Through these representations GD is normalized and seen 

as a normal political party of the parliamentary. Even though Pavlos Fyssas’ murder has 

taken place and GD’s members seem to have participated in the event, while almost all 

official GD’s members are facing criminal accusations or are imprisoned, here the journalists 

are discussing as if the story was about an everyday politician. Consequently, it is shown that 

although media believe that have changed perception and approach towards GD after 

Fyssas murder, there are many examples where Mr. Kasidiaris and Golden Dawn are 

represented as normal anti-party and politician.  

During the Euro-elections of May 2014, all three channels presented the official 

political advertisements of all the political parties including Golden Dawn (23-05-14). 

Additionally, after the results the Greek media were commenting on the increase of far-right 

politicians’ popularity in specific regions. Some representative examples are:  



Alpha news bulletins (26-05-14): “Black castles; Increase of Golden Dawn’s popularity at 

several regions, worries and critiques”.  

Here the use of the hyperbolic metonymy “black castles” referring to Golden Dawn 

indicates the places where GD is more popular since its party’s color is the black. The choice 

of the words worries and critiques underlines the fact that the rise of Golden Dawn is a 

problem but it doesn’t use any verbs to show the causes of the problems.  The reportage 

included also comments of local people who voted for GD saying: “We say yes to GD. It is a 

vote of complain cause we are frustrated and disappointed. We have no salaries, we are 

unemployed”. They mentioned Kasidiaris’ comments about the Euro-elections results, too. In 

more detail he said: “They put in us in jail, trying to make us stop talking and spreading 

rumors against us because they are afraid of us. We are the third political power in Greece 

and the only party that increases his popularity”. Although in the beginning of the reportage 

Golden Dawn’s electoral rise was represented as a problem but now the media seem to be 

understanding towards this reality and the people that vote for GD. Also they represent Mr. 

Kasidiaris’ view on the success of GD in the Euro-elections.  

Interestingly, all channels commented on the rise of GD’s popularity at the region where 

Pavlos Fyssas was murdered. Here are some representative TV news titles: 

Alpha headline (26-05-14): “10,5% of the popular vote to GD at Pavlos Fyssas’ 

neighborhood” 

Mega headline (26-05-14): “Popularity of Golden Dawn at Keratsini where Pavlos Fyssas 

was murdered” 

The metonymy Pavlos Fyssas’ neighborhood to indicate Keratsini where GD had really great 

electoral popularity underlines the contrast between the negative image of GD and their 

electoral success. This strengthens the structural opposition between the “bad” GD and the 

other “good” political parties as well as the “bad failure” of these parties and the “success” 

of GD. Moreover both expressions “Pavlos Fyssas’s neighborhood” and “Keratsini, where 

Pavlos Fyssas was murdered” uses dramatization.   

Especially in the Mega Channel news bulletins journalists mentioned the fact that regions 

that in previous years had basically popularity at the communist party now seem to have 

turned towards Golden Dawn.  



Additionally, many journalists commented on the international media’s description of 

Golden Dawn’s electoral success. For instance: 

Net/Nerit headline (26-05-14): “Fear for GD’s electoral success. Foreign media comment on 

the significant power of GD”. 

The use of the word “fear” to describe GD’s electoral success indicates the worries and 

concerns that this power has caused to internal and external media. Moreover, it gives a 

dramatic tone in order to attract the audience’s attention. Last but not least, Alpha channel 

mentioned Mr. Kasidiaris’ comments after the elections regarding their collaboration with 

other European national parties:  

Alpha channel (26-05-14): Mr. Kasidiaris says “we need a strong alliance with other 

European national parties. Of course Greece needs a strong alliance with the Orthodox 

Russians”. 

So, here Mr. Kasidiaris had the chance to call other European national parties to cooperate 

with GD while he underlined a strong relationship with Russians. The use of the word 

“orthodox” implies a dramatic focus on the religion. This is again a reference to the Greek 

national identity, the Greek family and the Orthodox religion, that comes again back to 

identity politics and the construction and use of a common shared identity, a community. 

Finally the negative media representation of Mr. Kasidiaris returned during his 

recent arrest on 10-07-14 the news bulletins headlines were: 

Net/Nerit headline (10-07-14): “The public face of far-right GD is under arrest” 

Mega headline (10-07-14): “Kasidiaris threatens from jail” 

Alpha headline (10-07-14): “Kasidiaris’ nightmare” 

It should be underlined that the criminal accusations that Kasidiaris is seen to be 

facing, as represented in the media, do not seem to stand on their own. In more detail, he is 

accused of having illegal guns that were not found and for the assault of the female 

politicians two years ago. His arrest seems to have been triggered by his general violent 

behavior, his characterization as a fascist and a dangerous person, as well as his party being 

accused of being a concrete, criminal organization. Despite this lack of severe criminal 

accusations, the media fully approved his arrest and underlined again his violent behavior 

and dangerous fascist ideological background. The metonymy “GD’s public face” is 



dramatically referring to Elias Kasidiaris while in the second comment the use of the verb 

“threatens” contributes to the perception that GD’s spokesman remains dangerous even in 

jail. Last but not least the hyperbole and metaphor “Kasidiaris’ nightmare” indicates the new 

position of GD’s press representative in jail and provides dramatization to the story. From all 

the comments mentioned by the media it is obvious that the characterization of GD as a 

fascist party took place through the systematic characterization of its members, and 

especially their spokesman, as dangerous, violent and fascists. 

Conclusion  

 The focus of this research was on the media representation of Golden Dawn’s 

spokesman, Elias Kasidiaris in relation to fascism. Using critical discourse analysis across 160 

items of TV news bulletins from 3 Greek TV channels (Net/Nerit, Alpha and Mega), we can 

conclude the following points. Firstly, media did neglect the fascist beliefs of Mr. Kasidiaris, 

when they wanted to depict him as an everyday politician, as well as Golden Dawn’s fascist 

ideology that was depicted as a normal anti-party. Secondly, media did underline the fascist 

ideology of Mr. Kasidiaris and Golden Dawn every time they wanted to depict it as an 

extreme party and him as a fascist person especially when violent or criminal acts were 

included in the discussion. Thirdly, regarding the mediated politics, it was shown that Greek 

media focused on political personas rather than the political parties themselves and their 

ideology. Moreover, Greek media did not hesitate to depict Mr Kasidiaris as a celebrity and 

attempted to turn far-right politics into entertainment. Finally, it was shown that media 

declared Golden Dawn an extreme, fascist criminal organization after presenting its 

members’ fascist ideology and criminal behavior.  

Due to the fact that this research was focused on the media representation of 

Golden Dawn’s spokesman, Mr. Kasidiaris and fascism, this study was intentionally very 

media-centered. Moreover, the TV news items used were selected across not-consecutive 

days, based on their importance and relation to the topic being investigated. For further 

research, full content and discourse analysis is strongly recommended, as well as audience 

research that would analyze the audience’s reactions and responses to this representation. 
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