
Brexit and European networks: The impact of Brexit on policy-making in the UK 

Dr Paul Copeland (Queen Mary University of London) and Dr Rachel Minto (Cardiff University) 

Abstract for PSA Conference 2018 

 

This paper seeks to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the potential impact of Brexit on 

policy-making in the UK, with particular reference to the UK’s (potential) withdrawal from European 

policy networks.  Unlike the majority of studies to date that have focused on the legally-binding 

elements of the acquis communautaire, this research is concerned with European Union (EU) ‘soft 

law’ that will have either reduced or no effect in the UK post-Brexit.  As a starting point, this research 

acknowledges that integration in the EU has taken place through both legally-binding, hard law – 

namely, regulations and directives – as well as through soft law.  The latter of these has sought to 

co-ordinate the activity of the member states around a common framework using a range of 

governance tools, including policy networks.  Policy networks have developed in importance since 

the 1990s such that they are now a ubiquitous part of EU governance.  These networks group 

member states actors in particular policy areas, in a bid to support knowledge exchange and policy 

learning between member states, as well as to facilitate partnership building, and cross-national and 

cross-regional collaboration.  Networks have a particular significance in some policy areas 

(particularly where the EU does not enjoy policy competence) and in certain institutional settings.  In 

this piece of research, we will compare the significance of a number of European-level networks for 

policy-making in the UK.  These networks vary in their level of formality, policy focus and the nature 

of the participants.  Through semi-structured interviews with policy actors at the EU, UK and 

devolved-levels, we have collected sophisticated empirical data about the role and ‘added value’ of 

European networks for policy actors within the UK.  In and of itself, this data enriches our 

understanding of European networks; which will be useful for scholars of EU governance.  Beyond 

this, analysed from the perspective of Brexit, it provides us with more fine-grained understanding of 

the potential gaps and weaknesses in policy-making when the UK leaves the EU. 

 

 

 

 


