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Introduction 

Benjamin Franklin once made the claim: “If you fail to plan, you are planning to fail!”1 

Ever since the Scottish Independence Referendum in 2014, in which 55.3% of the voter 

turnout rejected independence,2 there has been a threat of a second referendum.3 

However, if there was another referendum and the majority favoured independence, it is 

highly likely to be a small majority. In this paper, it will look into the hypothetical situation of 

what could have happened if Scotland had voted in favour of independence in 2014.4 

If this occurred there would be many Unionists within Scotland, including devoted 

supporters of the Better Together campaign. There is a possibility of some Scottish Unionists 

not willing to accept the result of a Second Referendum unchallenged and use their right of 

self-determination through the UN Charter for their region to remain within the United 

Kingdom. The Shetland and Orkney Islands contemplated of opting out of a separate 

Scotland.5 The SNP’s rural affairs spokesman, Angus MacNeil, confirmed ‘if there was a big enough 

drive for self-determination, that has to be respected’, which the MSPs for Orkney and Shetland 

welcomed.6 This caught the attention of some politicians and the media via confirming the 

possibility of some form of partition in Scotland and may gain extra attention if partition 

quickly became a matter of ‘need’ instead of ‘want’. Whilst some Unionists may use 

petitions and form pressure groups to voice their claims, others may start to use more hard-

line tactics to achieve their political objectives, including possible protest marches and acts 

of civil unrest. This could have the possibility of spreading sectarian violence between 

Scottish Unionist and Nationalists. Glasgow has a serious issue of this kind of sectarianism, 

which has escalated in recent years, as between 1st January 2004 to 30th June 2005 there 

                                                           
1
 Norman, T. L., Risk Analysis and Security Countermeasure Selection, 1

st
 ed., (London: Taylor & Francis Group, 

2010), p. 217 
2
 Guyver, R., Teaching History and the Changing Nation State: Transnational and International Perspectives, 1

st
 

ed., (London: Bloomsbury, 2016), p. 160 
3
 Maloney, M., ‘After Brexit - calls for votes on Irish and Scottish independence’, Green Left Weekly, No. 1099, 

28 June 2016, p. 15 
4
 Guyver, R., Teaching History and the Changing Nation State: Transnational and International Perspectives, 1

st
 

ed., (London: Bloomsbury, 2016), p. 160 
5
 McVeigh, T., ‘Shetland asks if independence vote is chance to break away from Scotland’, The Guardian, link: 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/jun/30/shetland-independence-vote-scotland, last updated: 
30/06/2012, last accessed: 10:19 am, 10/11/2017 
6
 Johnson, S., ‘SNP admits Shetland and Orkney could opt out of independent Scotland’, The Telegraph, link: 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9156220/SNP-admits-Shetland-and-Orkney-could-opt-out-of-
independent-Scotland.html, last updated: 20/03/2012, last accessed: 10:22am, 10/11/2017 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/jun/30/shetland-independence-vote-scotland
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9156220/SNP-admits-Shetland-and-Orkney-could-opt-out-of-independent-Scotland.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9156220/SNP-admits-Shetland-and-Orkney-could-opt-out-of-independent-Scotland.html
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was 532 cases of sectarian violence and has risen to 693 in 2011,7 a 30.26% increase within 

6 years. This is due to the number communities that have been established from Irish 

Immigrants, which maintain links with Northern Irish Loyalists and Republicans.8 Some 

Scottish Unionists not only have sympathy towards Northern Irish loyalists, but actively 

participate with the paramilitary groups, as one mural in Belfast is dedicated to the Scottish 

Brigade of the Ulster Defence Association.9 Scottish benefactors have supplied the Ulster 

Volunteer Force and UDA with guns, explosives10 and funds, as 10% of UDA funds came 

from Scottish sources during the Troubles.11 Scottish loyalists could use this experience to 

create their own paramilitary group(s), with aid from RUK benefactors. 

The presence and influence of the Orange Institution, which is fervent in the continued unity 

of the UK, exacerbates this situation. The Grand Orange Lodge of Scotland is the largest 

Orange Lodge outside Northern Ireland with over 50,000 members, predominantly from the 

Lowlands.12 The Order’s marches have been associated to a number of sectarian crimes and 

assaults in Scotland, including against the police, with a rise in vandalism and weapon 

possession.13 On 24th March 2007 the Order celebrated the 300th anniversary of the 1707 

Acts of Union via organising 12,000 of its members to march through the Royal Mile in 

Edinburgh, to demonstrate the Order’s opposition to Scottish independence.14 Therefore, 

the Order could use its influence and resources to support a partition scheme, as they did 

for Ireland. 

Consequently, if the referendum results were a majority in favour of Scottish independence, 

it could have resulted in the remaining UK facing a serious security dilemma, with enormous 

                                                           
7
 Dinwoodie, R., ‘Two Scots charged with sectarian crime each day’, The Herald, link: 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/political-news/two-scots-charged-with-sectarian-crime-each-
day.15853785, last updated: 19/11/2011, last accessed: 10:23am, 10/11/2017 
8
 NFO Social Research, Sectarianism in Glasgow- Final Report, (Glasgow City Council, 2003)  p. 11 

9
 Cusack, J.; McDonald, H., UDA: Inside the Heart of Loyalist Terror, 1

st
 ed., (Dublin: Penguin Ireland, 2004), p. 

386 
10

 Boulton, D., UVF 1966–1973: An Anatomy of Loyalist Rebellion, 1
st

 ed., (Dublin: Gill & MacMillan, 1973), p. 
134 
11

 Wood, I. S., Crimes of Loyalty: A History of the UDA, 1
st

 ed., (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006), 
pp. 334-336 
12

 Sewell, D., Catholics: Britain's Largest Minority, 1
st

 ed., (London: Viking, 2001), p. 113 
13

 British Broadcasting Channel, ‘Police chief: 'too many' marches’, BBC News, link: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/8283102.stm, last updated: 01/10/2009, last 
accessed: 10:44am, 10/11/2017 
14

 British Broadcasting Channel, ‘Orange warning over Union danger' marches’, BBC News, link: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6490917.stm, last updated: 24/03/2007, last 
accessed: 11:12am, 10/11/2017 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/political-news/two-scots-charged-with-sectarian-crime-each-day.15853785
http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/political-news/two-scots-charged-with-sectarian-crime-each-day.15853785
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/8283102.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6490917.stm
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political and ethical consequences to consider. The RUK would have the moral obligation to 

protect Scottish Unionists from persecution and recognise their right of self-determination, 

whilst ensuring the security and well-being of British citizens within and outside of Scotland. 

As this paper takes into consideration the lessons learned from the ‘Troubles’ in Northern 

Ireland, a conflict that spread to mainland Britain. This situation could become a reality if an 

era of ‘Troubles’ occur in Scotland, which could extend into Northern England and Northern 

Ireland. This is due to proximity, the high number of political, communal and family links in 

these areas to the RUK,15 and the delicate peace process within Northern Ireland which 

shares a similar issue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
15

 NFO Social Research, Sectarianism in Glasgow- Final Report, (Glasgow City Council, 2003)  p. 11 
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Methodology 

Methods of research will mainly use both quantitative and qualitative data from 

Parliamentary research reports, which are readily available to gain a hard copy from the 

Archives office in Portcullis House. These reports will be used to help to form the three main 

Chapters of the Research Report. 

The first chapter is ‘National Security’, which will look into what political and security 

conditions would prompt the British Government to consider partitioning Scotland. This 

chapter will also include a potential partition plan that the British Government could 

consider to initiate by analysing the reports for the Scottish Parliament elections for 2011 

and 2007. Paying close attention to political party support per constituency, to see where 

Unionist and Nationalist parties have the most support which will allow the report to have a 

clearer hypothesis of which regions within Scotland could likely be partitioned. Maps of the 

partition scheme have been made using the analysed data of the 2007-2011 Scottish 

Parliament election results, to create homogenous states through voting intention of 

Unionist to Nationalist parties; and the ‘Collins Road Atlas: BRITAIN’, to reduce the number 

of communities that could be isolated from severed transport links on boundary lines. 

The second chapter is ‘Viability of the solution’, which will look into the potential benefits 

and faults if a partition scheme was put into effect. This chapter will analyse two 

Parliamentary research reports, firstly the ‘Scotland analysis: Security’ report, which will 

allow the Research Report to consider a significant aspect of the viability of a partition 

solution. As Scottish independence would have a drastic impact on the capabilities of 

remaining British forces, as well as what operations might have to be undertaken to help 

maintain political stability in a “Southern Scotland” state and for what time period. 

Secondly, the report from the House of Lords economic select committee ‘The economic 

implications for the United Kingdom of Scottish Independence’. This will allow the Research 

Report to have a clearer analysed speculation of what defence assets and liabilities would 

be split and transferred to the remaining United Kingdom and in the event of Scotland 

becoming an independent state, especially the share of national debt. More precise data 

Economic data was accessed through the ‘Economic Report on Scottish Agriculture’, 

‘Government Expenditure & Revenue’, ‘Businesses in Scotland 2013’, ‘Scottish Enterprise’, 
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‘National Railway’, ‘COALPRO’, ‘RenewableUK’, ‘2010 Spending Review’ and the ‘Scottish 

Neighbourhood Statistics’. For the second half of the chapter, discussing political stability, 

the websites for the emergency services within Scotland were used, which were ‘NHS 

Scotland’, ‘Police Scotland’ and ‘Fire Scotland’. To further assess the political stability for the 

zones, the lessons of Ireland’s history was noted in this paper, which is a very similar case 

study to apply to this situation. This included using the ‘Irish Boundary Commission Report’, 

‘Good Friday Agreement’ and Journal articles on Irish and Scottish Nationalist terrorism.  

The last chapter is ‘Alternate security dilemma’, which will hypothesise at the possible 

security implications if a partition scheme is not considered in negotiations between 

Westminster and Holyrood. This will use the same sources of research data as the previous 

chapter and will include what measures the British Government could initiate to help secure 

the safety of remaining UK citizens within and outside of Scotland. Also, this would include 

the response the remaining United Kingdom could initiate in response to the moral dilemma 

of its obligation of protecting Scottish unionists from discrimination within Scotland and to 

support stability for the Independent state. To fully assess any form of security dilemma if 

partition was not considered, the ‘Police service strength’ was used to help assess political 

stability in an independent Scotland. The short/long-term political consequences for the 

British and Scottish Parliaments were considered, using the 2010 UK General Election and 

2011 Scottish Parliament Election results.  

An important note that must be mention is the paper is designed using information that was 

available prior to the independence referendum. Many academics and politicians like to 

look at history in a backwards manner, judging actions based on the results and 

consequences it led to with the power of hindsight, instead of judging actions via a forward 

looking manner. Judging actions based on the information only available at the time. 

Research Question 

The Paper will conduct an investigation into the discussed proposal question: 

“Could a partition plan for an independent Scotland be a feasible long-term solution?”  
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Chapter One  

This chapter will analyse the possible responses of the British government to the potential 

threat to the RUK’s national security, as discussed in the introduction. 

 

This paper hypothesises one of the first measures the British Government would initiate, 

depending on voter turnout and how slim the majority is on the Referendum, is to suspend 

negotiations with the Scottish Government on independence until a second referendum is 

conducted. This referendum would need to be organised very quickly, within a month or 

two, in order to assist in ending this potential era of “Troubles” and any confusion of the 

future of Scotland. It would need a larger turnout than the previous referendum to ensure 

the legitimacy of the result and know what the majority of people within Scotland desire for 

their state’s future. This would mean considering multiple electoral methods to increase 

voter turnout, including compulsory voting, extended voting hours, opening up new voting 

poll stations and use of the local media to inform electorates where and when to cast their 

votes. 

 

This initiative could prevent further unrest occurring as it would clarify what the majority of 

the electorate wish for the future of Scotland. If the referendum results in being in favour of 

remaining with the UK, negotiations for independence would end. This would appease 

Unionists within Scotland, however, further negotiations towards devolution would most 

likely need to be initiated between Westminster and Holyrood to appease those favouring 

independence. As promised by the three main parties in the Better Together campaign.16 If 

sectarian violence still occurs in the aftermath in certain regions, the UK would have the 

resources and political legality to initiate measures to prevent or reduce further violence. 

 

Though there are benefits of this initiative, there are also downfalls. If a second referendum 

results in a significant majority support to remain within the UK, it could result with 

accusations by some Scottish Nationalists of the British Government rigging the referendum 

to produce a result in their favour. It could live in infamy within Scottish Nationalism for 

many years as the “rigged referendum” or the “stolen destiny”. This happened in the 1979 

                                                           
16

 Maddox, D., ‘Independence: Scots wary of more powers promise’, The Scotsman, link: 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/top-stories/independence-scots-wary-of-more-powers-promise-1-
2921008, last updated: 06/05/2013, last accessed: 10:21am, 10/11/2017 

http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/top-stories/independence-scots-wary-of-more-powers-promise-1-2921008
http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/top-stories/independence-scots-wary-of-more-powers-promise-1-2921008
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Scotland Devolution Referendum, when some disappointed supporters favouring devolution 

organised a campaign in protest of the bill’s outcome, with the slogan: “Scotland said yes”.17  

 

If the referendum results in a significant majority to support independence, though 

negotiations would continue between the British and Scottish Governments’, it would not 

appease those wishing to remain with the UK. Though this paper takes into account that the 

Referendum result will not appease everyone on both sides of the debate, it could still 

prove to be a potential issue if they are a majority in their county/constituency and are 

determined to use any means necessary to achieve their political objectives. 

 

This paper hypothesises two potential options that the British Government would use to 

respond to this potential security dilemma, the latter explored in chapter three, each with 

benefits and faults of their use. 

 

The first seriously considered option could be partition, as Map 1 shows,18 with more 

detailed maps in the annex, 2A-D, and Table 1 displaying which Shires will be allocated to 

the respective zones. Zone A are shires that could be seriously considered to be partitioned 

into a ‘Southern Scotland’ state, constituting an area of approximately 5,079 (sq mi), 16.90% 

of Scotland’s landmass. 

 

As election results prior to the referendum indicates the constituencies in these counties are 

dominant regions for the three Unionist main parties, Scottish Conservatives, Scottish 

Labour and the Scottish Liberal Democrats. As during the Scottish Parliament elections of 

2007-2011 the Unionist parties had a collective majority of 75.91%-66.56%.1920 

Furthermore, this paper notes already stated claims in this Zone of wishing to remain with 

                                                           
17 Russel, W., ‘Liberals Get tough on devolution’, The Glasgow Herald, 08/03/1979, p. 1 
18

 Office for National Statistics, ‘Regions (GORs) and their constituent counties / unitary authorities as at 2011’, 
UK map collection, link: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/geography/beginner-s-
guide/maps/index.html, last updated: 31/12/2011, last accessed: 11:16am, 10/11/2017 
19

 Tetteh, E., ‘Scottish Parliament elections: 3 May 2007’, RESEARCH PAPER 07/46, (London: House of 
Commons Library, 2007), pp. 18-19 
20

 Sandford, M., ‘Scottish Parliament Elections: 2011’, RESEARCH PAPER 11/41, (London: House of Commons 
Library, 2011), pp. 16-17 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/geography/beginner-s-guide/maps/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/geography/beginner-s-guide/maps/index.html
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the UK,21 its proximity to the RUK and the high number of commercial, communal and 

family links with this region to the RUK, particularly for the Lowlands. 

 

Zone B represents counties that could be considered to be partitioned, which would include 

some of the most hardline Unionists within the scheme and constitute 2,344 (sq mi). 

Election results prior to the referendum indicated the constituencies in these counties are 

sway regions for the three main Unionist parties, as Unionists had a smaller collective 

majority of 67.10%-56.10%.2223 Therefore, if Zone A and B combined to create a 7,423 (sq 

mi) ‘Southern Scotland’ state, constituting 24.41% of Scotland’s current territory, Unionists 

would have a 68.45%-57.71% majority.2425 

 

On the other hand, due to a mixture of more Nationalist sympathies in these counties there 

would have to be a Boundary Commission in order for both states to be more homogenous 

and politically stable. Also, the Zone includes areas around or within Edinburgh and 

Glasgow, which although may have Unionist majorities, are of high political, cultural and 

economic significance and will have to be negotiated between the Scottish and British 

Governments. 

 

Zone C represents counties that will most likely be in an Independent Scotland, which have a 

majority of SNP MSPs, MPs and electorates with Nationalist sympathies.26 Although there 

are constituencies that have been won by Unionist parties in this region, they would either 

reduce the economic sustainability of Zone C, have large Nationalist minorities or isolated 

from either Zones A-B to be considered. The Shetland and Orkney Islands are the only 

exceptions as they are separate from the mainland and have expressed their desires to 

                                                           
21

 McVeigh, T., ‘Shetland asks if independence vote is chance to break away from Scotland’, The Guardian, link: 
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/jun/30/shetland-independence-vote-scotland, last updated: 
30/06/2012, last accessed: 10:19 am, 10/11/2017 
22

 Tetteh, E., ‘Scottish Parliament elections: 3 May 2007’, RESEARCH PAPER 07/46, (London: House of 
Commons Library, 2007), pp. 18-19 
23

 Sandford, M., ‘Scottish Parliament Elections: 2011’, RESEARCH PAPER 11/41, (London: House of Commons 
Library, 2011), pp. 16-17 
24

 
24

 Tetteh, E., ‘Scottish Parliament elections: 3 May 2007’, RESEARCH PAPER 07/46, (London: House of 
Commons Library, 2007), pp. 18-19 
25

 Sandford, M., ‘Scottish Parliament Elections: 2011’, RESEARCH PAPER 11/41, (London: House of Commons 
Library, 2011), pp. 16-17 
26

 Ibid, p. 26 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/jun/30/shetland-independence-vote-scotland
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remain in the UK.27 Although, due to geographical distance between these Island’s and the 

rest of ‘Southern Scotland, it is highly likely that these Islands could potentially gain Crown 

Dependency status, similar to the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands.28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
27

 McVeigh, T. ‘Shetland asks if independence vote is chance to break away from Scotland’, The Guardian, link: 
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/jun/30/shetland-independence-vote-scotland, last updated: 
30/06/2012, last accessed: 10:19 am, 10/11/2017 
28

 Pilkington, C., Britain in the European Union Today, 2
nd

 ed., (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 
2001), p. 217 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/jun/30/shetland-independence-vote-scotland
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Chapter Two  

This paper must make it clear of its wariness of using this plan, as it is based on the 2007-

2011 Scottish Parliament election results,2930 which did not have a high voter turnout in 

every constituency. Also, electorates with Unionist or Nationalist tendencies may have 

voted parties based on their manifestos and class alignment, thus potentially compromising 

the effectiveness of the scheme.  

 

A more effective partition solution would be based on the referendum(s) results and 

negotiations with the respective governments. However, this paper is a basis model to assist in 

how a partition plan would have been conducted, which would have allowed a more homogenous 

population of both a ‘Southern’ and independent Scotland. In addition, the paper is designed using 

information that was available prior to the independence referendum. Many academics and 

politicians like to look at history in a backwards manner, judging actions based on the results and 

consequences it led to with the power of hindsight, instead of judging actions via a forward looking 

manner. Judging actions based on the information only available at the time. 

 

In order for the solution to be viable, both respective states need to be economic 

sustainable, to maintain the State’s infrastructure, and political stability, in order to 

maintain long-term territorial integrity and sovereignty of the State.   

 

Table 2 indicates the respective zones have large working age populations of 16-65, with 

61.51%-66.87%-64.58% for Zone A, A+B and C respectively, which is roughly maintaining the 

national share of 65.67%. This is an important factor to consider for the labour markets role 

in supporting the national economies of the respective partitioned states. A healthy labour 

market is needed to support state services and enterprises within the state, as Tables 3A-E 

displays, and reduce the number of dependencies in the State, especially with a growing 

ageing population in Scotland.31 

 

                                                           
29

 Tetteh, E., ‘Scottish Parliament elections: 3 May 2007’, RESEARCH PAPER 07/46, (London: House of 
Commons Library, 2007), p. 32 
30

 Sandford, M., ‘Scottish Parliament Elections: 2011’, RESEARCH PAPER 11/41, (London: House of Commons 
Library, 2011), p. 9 
31

 Great Britain: Parliament: House of Commons: Scottish Affairs Committee, The Referendum on Separation 
for Scotland: The Need for Truth, Second report of session 2013-14 : report, together with formal minutes, 
(London: Stationery Office, 2013), p. 21 
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The economy of Zone A will be significantly industrial-based, as Table 3A confirms, 46.99% 

of enterprises within the Zone are involved in primary industries, manufacturing, 

construction, transport and storage. However, Table 3C Zone A+B will be more diverse 

economy, retaining the majority of tertiary-based enterprises with 61%-74.44% in 

information and communication and financial and insurance activities. As part of the RUK, 

this zone will retain the pound sterling, the UK’s AAA credit rating and international financial 

and trade agreements. 

Zone C will retain 51.59% of Scotland’s enterprises, 59.82% of total turnover and a majority 

of primary and secondary-based enterprises in Scotland. As Table 3D indicates, it has 

60.89%-55.20%-55.79% of enterprises in primary industries, manufacturing and 

construction respectively. Although Zone C would inherit 75.53% of total agriculture area 

and 82.74%-61.20% of pigs and poultry livestock respectively, unless Zone B was not 

partitioned, it would only retain 50.09%-30.97%-49.59% of sheep, dairy and total cattle 

livestock respectively, confirmed in Table 4 and Map 3.32 The zone will lack certain tertiary-

based enterprises as well, as it will retain 39%-25.56% of enterprises in information and 

communication and financial and insurance activities. Under a fully independent Scotland 

the share of public sector debt would be approximately £133.678bn when it aims for 

independence,33 under partition this figure would be cut. 

 

A serious aspect this paper must consider is the state of the energy sector of the respective 

partition zones, as energy is the blood of the modern global economy, especially in western 

society. Table 5 suggests 97.23% of electricity generation in Zone A will be from green 

energy, 7,149.29 watts per person, which is more than Scotland’s average of 2,115.17 watts 

per person. Despite this high electricity generation, Zone A+B would be 1,175.94 watts per 

person due to the higher population density, number of enterprises and lack of electricity 

generated in Zone B. 

 

In spite of this, Table 5 shows current power stations, not those under construction or in 

planning development. Furthermore, in Zone C it could be 2,970.38 watts per person, power 

                                                           
32

 Rural & Environment Science & Analytical Services, Economic Report on Scottish Agriculture, 2012 ed., 
(Edinburgh: National Statistics, 2012), p. 95 
33

 House of Lords, 2nd Report-The Economic Implications for the United Kingdom of Scottish Independence, 
(London: The Stationary Office Limited, 2013), p. 27 
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stations in Zone C could still generate electricity for areas in Zone A+B as it does at the 

moment, but at an extra fee which would provide a source of revenue for the new state.  

    

Zone A would inherit a large share of the North Sea through the Orkney and Shetland 

Islands, which Map 434 indicates. This would obtain a large portion of the Scottish Oil 

platforms and a significant area for the British Fishing sector. 

 

Regardless of this share of the North Sea, Map 535 and Table 6 indicates Zone A would 

roughly have 2.52% of Scotland’s opencast coal production. Conversely, Zone A+B would 

have 61.94% of Scotland’s opencast coal production, which would help to diverse ‘Southern 

Scotlands’ energy sector of the economy and reduce the RUK’s oil, gas and coal import 

dependency. Consequently, this would reduce Zone C’s diversity of its energy sector, 

undermining the SNP’s plans to use North Sea oil and gas revenue to help support the 

Scottish economy.36 This would be felt even more when the price of oil collapsed in 2015, 

creating an oil glut, as the price dropped from $100 per barrel in September 2014 to $30 per 

barrel in April 2015.37 

 

The zones unemployment rate of 2.98%-4.38%-3.57% respectively, as Table 7 indicates, will 

likely increase in the short-term aftermath of partition. Maps 2A-D indicates communities 

may live in areas on the other side of the boundary line of their employment and find it 

harder to get access to their employment due to possible tolls and border checkpoints, 

especially military checkpoints depending on political stability. Maps 2A-D and 638 indicate that 

transportation infrasture would be affected, especially the Northern Isles ferries and the 

railway network of Zone C and the west of A and A+B. Glasgow is a central conduit for the 

Scottish railway system, and may lead to the respective governments to reopen old routes 

or construct new tracks  to connect the regions within the partitioned states, potentially 

                                                           
34

 Office of the Chief Economic Adviser, Government Expenditure & Revenue, Scotland 2011-2012, (Edinburgh: 
the Scottish Government, 2013), p. 40 
35

 Coalpro, ‘Britain’s Coalfields’, COALPRO, link: http://www.coalpro.co.uk/coalfields.shtml, last updated: 
01/01/2013, last accessed: 11:09am, 10/11/2017 
36

 House of Lords, 2nd Report-The Economic Implications for the United Kingdom of Scottish Independence, 
(London: The Stationary Office Limited, 2013), p. 25 
37

 Ramady, M.; Mahdi, W., OPEC in a Shale Oil World: Where to Next?, 1
st

 ed., (New York: Springer, 2015), p. 
141 
38

 National Rail, National Rail Timetable Map, 2013, (Aylesbury: Pindar Creative, 2013) 

http://www.coalpro.co.uk/coalfields.shtml
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costing millions. This may indirectly result some businesses finding it more expensive to get 

supplies, having to consider increasing wages to maintain staff or possibly finding more local 

staff within the state to be more cost effective. The economic impact of a boundary line, 

along with a worse case-scenario of political instability in the region, could make some 

businesses less economically viable and reduce financial investment in the region, thus 

increasing unemployment. This could push the respective partitioned states to consider 

taking severe economic action, such as increase tax and public borrowing to help maintain 

existing income levels and make state budget cuts. 

 

In order to prevent or reduce this economic impact, the Governments of the RUK and 

Scotland need to make a financial and trade agreement during negotiations of 

independence, especially since both States are large trading partners. Diplomacy will be 

needed to ensure political stability in the region, especially co-operation on policing and 

security forces in case of a worse-case scenario.  

 

This leads to the second part of this chapter, as whilst the Zones may be economically 

sustainable, the most important factor of judging the long-term feasibility of partition is if it 

can help bring political stability to the region. 

This scheme would allow Zone A or A+B a Unionist majority, however, if there is still a 

significant number of Nationalists in “Southern Scotland” then a power-sharing agreement 

may be made and dual nationality could be offered,39 such as in Northern Ireland. This 

would allow the new state to be more stable. 

 

If sectarian violence or unrest still occurs in the aftermath in certain regions, the emergency 

services will have a significant role in preventing or reduce further violence in “Southern 

Scotland”. As roughly half of the police service strength in Scotland will be divided between 

the respective Scottish states, as well as the number of NHS hospitals and staff as Tables 8A-

B indicates. Though Table 8C suggests Southern Scotland would inherit 16.85%-32.03% of 

Scotland’s total fire stations and service strength, the RUK would have the resources and 

political legality to initiate measures to help bolster the emergency services. Furthermore, 
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Unionists that fear persecution in an Independent Scotland could be offered asylum to 

‘Southern Scotland’, which would help create a more homogenous state in the region, or 

the RUK. 

 

This option could be the most likely solution to help benefit both respective Governments, 

as it would decrease or/and prevent any further acts of hostility within Scotland and the 

security threat of spreading to the RUK. The British government would have no political 

backlash for acknowledging the right of self-determination of both Scottish Unionists and 

Nationalists, whilst decreasing the economic, defence and political impact of Scottish 

independence. The Scottish Government could benefit from a decrease in the number of 

Unionists in Scotland, which could create more political stability in the new state and 

decrease the burden on emergency services and Scottish Armed Forces, depending on the 

scale of unrest. 

  

Though the scheme could appease some people within Scotland, it will certainly not 

appease others. The boundary commission for Zone B could take years, as although the 

Anglo-Irish Treaty was signed in 1921, the Irish Boundary Commission Report was not 

submitted until 1925.40 Furthermore, the findings would have to be approved by both 

Scottish states and the RUK. Unionists not within the partitioned zone may feel abandoned 

and fear persecution, even if they were offered political asylum they may not want to leave 

their homes, communities and businesses. Even if they claimed political asylum, it could 

potential mean thousands of asylum claimers that could need material and financial aid 

from the British Government. At a time of economic austerity, administration budget cuts of 

34% since 201041 with a further reduction of the treasury budget due to Scottish 

independence. They may use political action demanding for no partition to take place, 

either to keep all of Scotland in the Union or to keep Scotland united, in order to prevent 

long-term divisions in the region. Local petitions may be conducted, advocating that their 

region be transferred to ‘Southern Scotland’.  

 

Despite the Scottish government still being able to retain the majority of Scotland’s territory 

and Table 2 indicating it would retain the majority of the population, partition would still be 
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a serious political embarrassment. It could spark outrage across Scotland as this is not the 

future the electorates that were in favour of independence voted for in the Referendum, as 

they believed all of Scotland would be independent. It could seriously divide the Scottish 

government and the newly independent State into Pro/Anti-partition groups. 

Some Nationalists, particularly within the partition Zone, may view partition as an ‘English 

occupation’ and treat it in a similar fashion as Irish Republicans treat Northern Ireland’s 

sovereignty status through two manners. In the short to long-term political action calling for 

no partition to take place, or unity of Scotland if it proceeds in the aftermath, this may 

include demonstrations, national petitions, boycotts and strikes. Local petitions may be 

conducted, advocating that their region be transferred to ‘Independent Scotland’. More 

heavy-handed measures may be undertaken, including vandalism, assaults on suspected 

Unionists and acts of terrorism. As Scottish Nationalist terrorist groups have existed before, 

such as the Scottish National Liberation Army,42 in Glasgow there are communities that 

maintain links with Northern Irish Republicans, as some Celtic F.C. have been reported flying 

Pro-IRA flags at football matches.43 They may use these contacts to gain arms, explosives, 

funds, training and co-ordinated operations, especially with dissident Republicans. Support 

from benefactors within ‘Independent Scotland’ and Scottish communities in the RUK may 

occur as well, including active membership in a similar fashion to the Provisional IRA’s 

Dublin Brigade.44 

 

The second manner is via laying the seeds of a long-term cultural refusal to recognise the 

political division. This would include calling ‘Southern Scotland’ the ‘South of Scotland’ 

instead, a sign of not recognising the British or devolved Governments legitimacy to govern 

the territory and a mistrust of members of government and the emergency services. As they 

may feel unwanted as a potential threat to the Unionist state, thus potential targets for 

harassment. This may lead to some form of long-term social segregation as some urban 

areas, such as Edinburgh and Glasgow depending on negotiations, may form small 
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neighbourhood communities of Nationalists. As to feel secure via helping to protect each 

other and not feel socially isolated. Consequently, these areas may contain dissident 

Scottish Nationalists and could be a potential source of benefactors and recruitment for any 

possible paramilitary group that aims for Scottish unity. 
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Chapter Three  

The third option that the British Government could initiate would be to respect the wishes 

of the referendum results and proceed with negotiations for Scottish independence. 

 

Though this option would allow for the Scottish Government to retain territorial sovereignty 

and cause no geographic divisions in the region, the Integrity of the state could still be under 

threat for a time as well, politically and economically. As even though there was a majority 

Nationalist government within the Scottish Parliament through the SNP’s 65 seats and the 

Greens 2 seats at the time, the Unionist parties combined still formed 57 seats.45 This is a 

significant factor, confirming 44.19% of the Scottish Parliament being Unionist with a 

potential further 4 seats through the independents. This is a greater political divide than 

Ireland in 1918, when Unionists had 24.76% of the seats, 26 out of 105.46 

Although the political parties may adapt to their new political situation in the long term, in 

the short term the Parliament will be divided over the future of Scotland even further, 

including within the parties. As some members of the party will feel that they no longer 

belong in the state or should become an entirely new party to help gain a fresh start in the 

new state. 

 

If civil unrest continues then the British Government still has jurisdiction until a treaty of 

independence is agreed by the respective Governments, thus it may temporary bolster 

police numbers with police officers in the RUK and, depending on the seriousness of the 

situation, deploy troops. In the long-term, the Scottish Government could for a time 

increase the budget for the police, update equipment and recruitment drives. As the 2013 

UK House of Commons ‘Police service strength’ Report indicated that Scotland roughly had 

330.60 officers per 100,000 people, whilst during the ‘Troubles’ in 2000 Northern Ireland 

had 648.47 Furthermore, Scottish emergency services operate in a 30,414 square miles 
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region, whilst Northern Ireland is 5,345 square miles,48 a much larger challenge for security 

operations in comparison. Holyrood could de-centralise some of its powers to local councils, 

particularly in the Shetland and Orkney Islands that have stated that they would consider 

staying with Scotland for more political and economic autonomy.49  

 

Although in the short-term it would increase order in Scotland, it could have disastrous 

consequences. The British Government could face a backlash from Unionists, both in 

Scotland and other parts of the UK, and Scottish communities within the RUK and the 

International system. As they will appear unsympathetic to Scottish Unionists right of self-

determination,  especially if partition is not even considered or sending reserve police or 

army units to maintain order (depending on the situation). As they will feel the wishes and 

loyalty of Unionists that tried maintaining the Union was for nothing as the RUK was turning 

its back on them. 

 

This would be reinforced through the Conservative Party currently being in administration, 

which struggles to gain seats within Scotland. If Scotland seceded from the UK, the 

Conservative Party would find it easier to gain a majority in future General Elections, as the 

party has historically not gained many seats in Scotland since the 1980’s.50 Therefore, this 

would allow the Conservatives to have an advantage over their political rivals in the 2015 

General Election and have an increased probability of forming a majority government. 

 

Although the RUK could offer asylum to Scottish Unionists and assistance to RUK citizens 

that wish to emigrate, the RUK would have no jurisdiction in the State to deploy forces 

besides in its embassy and any treaty military sites and facilities. Even if they were granted 

permission by the Scottish Government, some British military officers may refuse their 

orders or threaten to resign, as they may feel this was order immoral to suppress their 

former countrymen and those wishing to remain so. 
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The Scottish Government could face a similar problem, or there may be collusions between 

members of the military and Unionist or Nationalist groups, as they may share the same 

political beliefs and aims. A further problem is that due to independence, Scotland would 

lose two significant benefits of its political Union with the RUK. Scotland would have no 

access to data from the UK’s intelligence and security agencies, to support counter-terrorist 

and espionage operations, the military and the prevention and detection of serious crime 

within the UK.51 Secondly, although Scotland would receive its fair share of the British 

armed forces assets, it would no longer have access to the £101.7bn defence assets in the 

RUK and total defence spending would be £2bn instead of the UK’s £38bn.52  

 

If the Scottish Government requests the RUK’s assistance, it could be counterproductive. 

Showing the Government being unable to restore order to its people and the international 

community, especially financial investors. 
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Conclusion 

Overall, a partition plan for an independent Scotland could be a feasible long-term solution, 

but if it is implemented properly.  

  

Though this paper takes into account that whether an Independent Scotland is partitioned 

or not, it will not appease everyone on both sides of the debate. However, it could still 

prove to be a potential issue if they are a majority in their county/constituency and are 

determined to use any means necessary to achieve their political objectives. At least 

partition would allow the British and Scottish government to acknowledging the right of 

self-determination of both Scottish Unionists and Nationalists. 

 

Unionists would be a majority in Zone A, or A+B, to form a Unionist ‘Southern Scotland’ and 

could include the majority of hard-line Unionists within the scheme. If there is still a 

significant number of Nationalists in “Southern Scotland” then a power-sharing agreement 

may be made and dual nationality could be offered.53  

 

The respective zones would be economically sustainable. Though Zone A would be largely 

industrial-based, Zone A+B’s economy would be more diverse, retaining the pound sterling, 

the UK’s AAA credit rating and international financial and trade agreements. 

 

The Scottish Government would retain a majority of Scotland’s territory, population, 

enterprises, total turnover and infrastructure, both through Zone C or B+C. 

 

If sectarian violence or unrest still occurs in the aftermath in certain regions, the RUK would 

have the resources and political legality to initiate measures to support the emergency 

services in preventing or reduce further violence in ‘Southern Scotland’. Partition could 

prevent a potential security threat of spreading to the RUK, whilst decreasing the economic, 

defence and political impact of Scottish independence. Unionists that fear persecution in an 

Independent Scotland could be offered asylum to ‘Southern Scotland’, which would help 

create a more homogenous state in the region, or the RUK. A decrease in the number of 

Unionists in an independent Scotland could create more political stability in the new state 
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and decrease the burden on emergency services and Scottish Armed Forces, depending on 

the scale of unrest.  

 

This paper has been disturbingly thought provoking. As whilst we now know the outcome of the 

Referendum, and know that 28 out of Scotland’s 32 Local Authorities rejected 

independence,54 the plan did show some truths. As the Shetland and Orkney Islands, the 

Scottish Borders and Dumfries Galloway, areas that were designated for Zone A, had the 

highest ‘No’ Votes throughout Scotland in the referendum with 63.7%, 67.2%, 66.6% and 

65.7% respectively rejecting Independence.55 Furthermore, on the 19th September 2014, the 

day after the after the referendum, violence erupted in Glasgow as Scottish Loyalists 

celebrated the ‘No’ Vote victory and taunted Nationalists that had lost, causing riots in the 

city.56 If the results had gone the other way, could violence have been erupted in another 

way? 

  

This serves as an exercise basis model of what could happen if there is another Scottish 

Independence Referendum with a small majority in favour of independence. Particularly 

when considering a quote from former Canadian Prime Minister, Pierre Trudeau, in which he 

claimed:  

“The (21st) century really belongs to those who build it. The future can be promised to no one.”57 
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Annex 
 
Table 1:58 
 

Shire Zone 

Berwickshire A 

Dumfriesshire A 

Haddingtonshire A 

Kirkcudbrightshire A 

Orkney A 

Roxburghshire A 

Selkirkshire A 

Shetland A 

Wigtownshire A 

Ayrshire 
(Southern) B 

Edinburghshire B 

Lanarkshire B 

Linlithgowshire B 

Peeblesshire B 

Aberdeenshire C 

Angus C 

Argyll C 

Ayrshire 
(Northern) C 

Banffshire C 

Bute C 

Caithness C 

Clackmannanshire C 

Cromartyshire C 

Dumbartonshire C 

Fife C 

Inverness-shire C 

Kincardineshire C 

Kinross-shire C 

Morayshire C 

Nairnshire C 

Perthshire C 

Renfrewshire C 

Ross-shire C 

Stirlingshire C 
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Sutherland C 

 
Table 2:59 

Population 0-15 16-64 65+ Total 

Zone A 57,783 204,874 70,404 333,061 

Share of Zone 17.35% 61.51% 21.14% 100.00% 

Share of age 
group 6.39% 6.00% 7.98% 6.40% 

Zone B 367,389 1,453,098 325,895 2,146,382 

Share of Zone 17.12% 67.70% 15.18% 100.00% 

Share of age 
group 40.65% 42.53% 36.94% 41.26% 

Zone C 478,720 1,758,423 485,891 2,723,034 

Share of Zone 17.58% 64.58% 17.84% 100.00% 

Share of age 
group 52.96% 51.47% 55.08% 52.34% 

Total 903,892 3,416,395 882,190 5,202,477 

Total Share 17.37% 65.67% 16.96% 100.00% 
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Table 3A6061 

Zone A       

  Number of 
Enterprises 

Share of sector 
enterprises  
(share of zone) 

Total 
Employment 

Share of sector's total 
employment 
(share of zone) 

Total 
Turnover (£ 
M) 

Share of sector's total 
turnover  
(share of zone) 

Primary Industries 5,030 27.21% (28.29%) 17,590 15.19% (14.82%) 3,020 4.45% (22.23%) 

Manufacture 835 9.89%   (4.70%) 14,940 8.31%   (12.59%) 2,114 4.49% (15.56%) 

Construction 1,915 10.66% (10.77%)  8,960 7.25%   (7.55%) 774 4.98% (5.70%) 

Wholesale, retail trade and 
repairs 

2,650 10.66% (14.90%) 24,760 6.79%   (20.86%)  3,981 
6.68% (29.30%) 

Transport and storage 575 11.90% (3.23%) 5,660 6.54%   (4.77%) 630 6.18% (4.64%) 

Accommodation and food service 1,305 10.20% (7.34%) 11,750 7.08%   (9.90%) 435 7.01% (3.20%) 

Information and communication 490 6.04%   (2.76%) 1,610 2.85%   (1.36%) 187 2.45% (1.38%) 

Financial and Insurance activities 155 8.14%   (0.87%) 1,290 1.42%   (1.09%) 570 8.14% (4.20%) 

Real Estate activities 335 6.88%   (1.88%) 1,950 6.72%   (1.64%) 179 6.78% (1.32%) 

Professional, Scientific and 
Technical 

1,580 5.71%   (8.89%) 5,950 4.42%   (5.01%) 390 
2.38% (2.87%) 

Administrative and support 
service  

955 9.62%   (5.37%) 5,070 2.99%   (4.27%)  439 
3.66% (3.23%) 

Education, human health and 
social work activities 

835 10.49% (4.70%) 12,700 5.88%   (10.70%) 441 
6.20% (3.25%) 

Arts, entertainment and 
recreation 

450 11.41% (2.53%) 3,880 7.08%   (3.27%) 316 
4.05% (2.33%) 

Other service activities 670 8.07%   (3.77%) 2,600 6.19%   (2.17%) 111 5.31% (0.79%) 

Total 17,780 11.11% (100.00%) 118,710 6.49%   (100.00%) 13,587 5.05% (100.00%) 
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Table 3B6263 

Zone B       

  Number of 
Enterprises 

Share of sector 
enterprises  
(share of zone) 

Total 
Employment 

Share of sector's total 
employment 
(share of zone) 

Total 
Turnover (£ 
M) 

Share of sector's total 
turnover  
(share of zone) 

Primary Industries 2,199 11.90% (3.68%) 22,771 19.66% (2.78%) 11,787 17.37% (12.47%) 

Manufacture 2,948 34.91% (4.94%) 63,361 35.23% (7.73%) 11,708 24.89% (12.39%) 

Construction 6,028 33.55% (10.10%) 51,509 41.67% (6.29%) 7,463 48.03% (7.90%) 

Wholesale, retail trade and 
repairs 

11,106 44.66% (18.60%) 158,290 43.38% (19.32%) 26,134 
43.84% (27.65%) 

Transport and storage 1,708 35.36% (2.86%) 37,869 43.74% (4.62%) 4,025 39.50% (4.26%) 

Accommodation and food service 4,961 38.77% (8.31%) 70,758 42.63% (8.64%) 2,727 43.93% (2.89%) 

Information and communication 4,457 54.96% (7.47%) 32,805 58.03% (4.00%) 4,630 60.64% (4.90%) 

Financial and Insurance activities 1,263 66.30% (2.12%) 69,099 75.91% (8.43%) 4,641 66.30% (4.91%) 

Real Estate activities 2,369 48.64% (3.97%) 15,173 52.27% (1.85%) 1,549 58.63% (1.64%) 

Professional, Scientific and 
Technical 

9,968 36.05% (16.70%) 59,196 43.99% (7.23%) 6,441 
39.33% (6.81%) 

Administrative and support 
service  

3,987 40.17% (6.68%) 90,867 53.59% (11.09%) 4,834 
40.28% (5.11%) 

Education, human health and 
social work activities 

3,714 46.66% (6.22%) 103,731 48.02% (12.66%) 3,346 
47.07% (3.54%) 

Arts, entertainment and 
recreation 

1,624 41.17% (2.72%) 25,517 46.56% (3.12%) 4,323 
55.42% (4.57%) 

Other service activities 3,375 40.64% (5.63%) 18,360 43.70% (2.24%) 924 44.17% (0.96%) 

Total 59,707 37.30% (100.00%) 819,306 44.76% (100.00%) 94,532 35.13% (100.00%) 
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Table 3C6465 

Zone A+B       

  Number of 
Enterprises 

Share of sector 
enterprises  
(share of zone) 

Total 
Employment 

Share of sector's total 
employment 
(share of zone) 

Total 
Turnover (£ 
M) 

Share of sector's total 
turnover  
(share of zone) 

Primary Industries 7,229 39.11% (9.33%) 40,361 34.85% (4.30%) 14,807 21.82% (13.70%) 

Manufacture 3,783 44.80% (4.88%) 78,301 43.54% (8.35%) 13,822 29.39% (12.78%) 

Construction 7,943 44.21% (10.25%) 60,469 48.92% (6.45%) 8,237 53.01% (7.62%) 

Wholesale, retail trade and 
repairs 

13,756 55.31% (17.75) 183,050 50.16% (19.52%) 30,115 
50.52% (27.85%) 

Transport and storage 2,283 47.27% (2.95%) 43,529 50.28% (4.64%) 4,655 45.68% (4.31%) 

Accommodation and food service 6,266 48.97% (8.09%) 82,508 49.71% (8.80%) 3,162 50.94% (2.93%) 

Information and communication 4,947 61.00% (6.38%) 34,415 60.88% (3.67%) 4,817 63.09% (4.46%) 

Financial and Insurance activities 1,418 74.44% (1.83%) 70,389 77.33% (7.51%) 5,211 74.44% (4.82%) 

Real Estate activities 2,704 55.52% (3.49%) 17,123 58.98% (1.83%) 1,728 65.40% (1.60%) 

Professional, Scientific and 
Technical 

11,548 41.76% (14.90%) 65,146 48.41% (6.95%) 6,831 
41.71% (6.32%) 

Administrative and support 
service  

4,942 49.79% (6.38%) 95,937 56.58% (10.23%) 5,273 
43.94% (4.88%) 

Education, human health and 
social work activities 

4,549 57.15% (5.87%) 116,431 53.90% (12.41%) 3,787 
53.27% (3.50%) 

Arts, entertainment and 
recreation 

2,074 52.57% (2.68%) 29,397 53.64% (3.14%) 4,639 
59.47% (4.29%) 

Other service activities 4,045 48.71% (5.22%)  20,960 49.89% (2.20%) 1,035 49.47% (0.94%) 

Total 77,487 48.41% (100.00%) 938,016 51.25% (100.00%) 108,119 40.18% (100.00%) 

 

                                                           
64

 McPhee, D., Businesses in Scotland 2013, (Glasgow: Business and Enterprise Statistics, 2013), p. 81 
65

 Scottish Enterprise, Scottish key facts Nov 2013, link: http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/knowledge-hub/articles/publication/scottish-key-facts, last updated: 
01/11/2013 

http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/knowledge-hub/articles/publication/scottish-key-facts


P a g e  | 29 

 

Table 3D6667 

Zone C       

  Number of 
Enterprises 

Share of sector 
enterprises  
(share of zone) 

Total 
Employment 

Share of sector's total 
employment 
(share of zone) 

Total 
Turnover (£ 
M) 

Share of sector's total 
turnover  
(share of zone) 

Primary Industries 11,256 60.89% (13.63%) 75,439 65.15% (8.46%) 53,054 78.18% (32.96%) 

Manufacture 4,662 55.20% (5.65%) 101,549 56.46% (11.38%) 33,211 70.61% (20.63%) 

Construction 10,022 55.79% (12.14%) 63,131 51.08% (7.08%) 7,301 46.99% (4.54%) 

Wholesale, retail trade and 
repairs 

11,114 44.69% (13.46%) 181,870 49.84% (20.38%) 29,500 49.48% (18.33%) 

Transport and storage 2,547 52.73% (3.09%) 43,051 49.72% (4.83%) 5,535 54.32% (3.44%) 

Accommodation and food service 6,529 51.03% (7.91%) 83,472 50.29% (9.36%) 3,045 49.06% (1.89%) 

Information and communication 3,163 39.00% (3.83%) 22,115 39.12% (2.48%) 2,818 36.91% (1.75%) 

Financial and Insurance activities 487 25.56% (0.59%) 20,641 22.67% (2.31%) 1,789 25.56% (1.11%) 

Real Estate activities 2,166 44.48% (2.62%) 11,907 41.02% (1.34%) 914 34.60% (0.57%) 

Professional, Scientific and 
Technical 

16,102 58.24% (19.50%) 69,414 51.59% (7.78%) 9,547 58.29% (5.93%) 

Administrative and support 
service  

4,983 50.21% (6.04%) 73,633 43.42% (8.25%) 6,728 56.06% (4.18%) 

Education, human health and 
social work activities 

3,411 42.85% (4.13%) 99,569 46.10% (11.16%) 3,322 46.73% (2.06%) 

Arts, entertainment and 
recreation 

1,871 47.43% (2.27%) 25,403 46.36% (2.85%) 3,162 40.53% (1.96%) 

Other service activities 4,260 51.29% (5.14%) 21,050 50.11% (2.34%) 1,057 50.53% (0.65%) 

Total 82,573 51.59% (100.00%) 892,244 48.75% (100.00%) 160,983 59.82% (100.00%) 
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Table 468 

Agriculture (2011) Zone A Share Zone B Share Zone C Share Total 

Total crops and fallow 115,623 19.83% 46,972 8.06% 420,373 72.11% 582,968 

Woodland 64,058 15.03% 29,899 7.02% 332,144 77.95% 426,101 

Total grass and rough grazing 922,903 18.24% 313,120 6.19% 3,824,100 75.57% 5,060,123 

Total agriculture (Incl. woodland) 1,119,457 18.03% 399,575 6.44% 4,689,458 75.53% 6,208,490 

Total Dairy Cattle 114,413 42.82% 70,032 26.21% 82,723 30.97% 267,168 

Total Cattle 633,256 35.10% 276,175 15.31% 894,506 49.59% 1,803,937 

Total Sheep 2,438,296 35.85% 956,298 14.06% 3,406,540 50.09% 6,801,134 

Total Pigs 40,888 10.48% 26,456 6.78% 322,651 82.74% 389,995 

Total Poultry 3,577,327 24.63% 2,058,931 14.17% 8,890,136 61.20% 14,526,394 

Total workforce                                    
(including occupiers and spouses) 16,072 23.71% 7,362 10.86% 44,363 65.43% 67,797 

Total from Standard Gross Margins (£) 263,354,193 26.32% 115,262,061 11.52% 621,850,669 62.16% 1,000,466,923 
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Table 569 
 

Power stations (Capacity (MW)) Zone A Share Zone B  Share Zone C Share Total  

Nuclear  1   (1,364) 50.00% (51.43%) 0 (0) 0.00% (0.00%) 1   (1,288) 50.00%   (48.57%) 2   (2,652) 

Coal-fired 0   (0) 0.00%   (0.00%) 0 (0) 0.00% (0.00%) 2   (2,424) 100.00% (100.00%) 2   (2,424) 

Oil- and gas-fired 1   (66) 25.00% (3.76%) 0 (0) 0.00% (0.00%) 3   (1,691.8) 75.00%   (96.24%) 4   (1,757.8) 

Conventional hydro-electric 6   (109) 7.41%   (6.89%) 3 (16.575) 3.70% (1.05%) 72 (1,457.62) 88.89%   (92.06%) 81 (1,583.195) 

Wind power-onshore sites 27 (618.15) 28.13% (26.55%) 7 (517.95) 
7.29% 
(22.25%) 

62 
(1,192.215) 64.58%   (51.10%) 96 (2,328.315) 

Wind power-offshore sites 1   (180) 50.00% (94.74%) 0 (0) 0.00% (0.00%) 1   (10) 50.00%   (5.26%) 2   (190) 

Others 1   (44) 20.00% (63.95%) 0 (0) 0.00% (0.00%) 4   (24.8) 80.00%   (36.05%) 5   (68.8) 

Total 
37     
(2,381.15) 19.27% (21.64%) 

10 
(534.524) 5.21% (4.86%) 

145 
(8,088.435) 75.52%   (73.68%) 192 (11,004.11) 

 

 

Table 670 
 

Zone Opencast coal production, Tonnes (2012) Share 

A 121,448 2.52% 

B 2,866,251 59.42% 

C 1,835,658 38.06% 

Total 4,823,357 100.00% 
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Table 771 
 

Zone 
Total JSA 
claimants (2012) 

Share of Zone working 
age population 

Total no. of JSA claimants 
aged 16-24 (2012) 

Share of Zone age 
group 

A 6,100 2.98% 1,840 5.62% 

B 63,620 4.38% 16,830 6.25% 

C 62,730 3.57% 16,860 5.21% 

Total 132,450 3.88% 35,530 5.68% 
 

Table 8A72 
 

Zone 
Police 
Stations Share 

Service 
Strength Share 

A 39 13.04% 1,937 10.18% 

B 77 25.75% 8,767 46.08% 

C 183 61.21% 8,323 43.74% 

Total 299 100.00% 19,027 100.00% 
 

Table 8B73 
 

Zone NHS Hospitals Share Employees Share 

A 52 16.88% 23,636 16.88% 

B 96 31.17% 43,637 31.17% 

C 160 51.95% 72,727 51.95% 

Total 308 100.00% 140,000 100.00% 
 

Table 8C74 
 

Zone Fire stations Share 
Service 
Strength Share 

A 60 16.85% 1,348 16.85% 

B 54 15.17% 1,214 15.18% 

C 242 67.98% 5,438 67.97% 

Total 356 100.00% 8,000 100.00% 
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Map 2A76 
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Map 2B77 
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Map 2C78 
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Map 2D79 
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Map 380 
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Map 481 
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Map 582 
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Map 683 
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