
Minutes of the 64th Annual General Meeting of the Political Studies Association 
of the United Kingdom 
Held at the Midland Hotel, Manchester on Tuesday 15th April 2014 
 
Present 
The required quorum of 30 members was exceeded. 
 
1. Welcome from the Chair 

Professor Charlie Jeffery welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
He thanked Angie Wilson from Manchester University for her excellent organisation of 
the conference. 

 
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 2013 

The Minutes of the Political Studies Association’s 63rd Annual General Meeting, held at 
the Cardiff City Hall, Cardiff, on 26th March, 2013 were approved. 
 

3. Matters Arising 
There were none. 
 

4. Chair’s Report and Trustees Report 
4.1 Professor Charlie Jeffery explained that he was speaking to the first part of the 

Trustees’ Report and Accounts, which was available at the front of the hall. 
 

4.2 Professor Jeffery reported that the PSA was in sufficiently robust financial health that it 
was continuing to expand its number of staff with the appointment of James Ludley to 
the new role of Programme Development Officer. 

 
4.3 Professor Jeffery reported that Jacqui Briggs, as Chair of the Education & Skills sub-

committee, had led a transformation of the PSA’s activities in schools and thanked her 
for all her hard work. 

 
4.4 Professor Jeffery noted that internal communications had improved with the new PSA 

website, e-Newsletter and redesign of PSA News. He added that external 
communications had also improved as a result, among other things, of the PSA’s 
successful media briefings and greater contacts with Parliament. 

 
4.5 Professor Jeffery observed that the Government’s Open Access policies for academic 

journal articles created both opportunities and challenges for the PSA. He explained 
that the PSA had invested a great deal of energy into lobbying on the issue and had 
been successful in influencing and softening HEFCE’s Open Access policy. He noted 
that all the PSA journals were REF-compliant.   

 
4.6 Professor Jeffery reported that the PSA would have to deal with three important issues 

over the forthcoming year: the fallout from the marketization of undergraduate study 
leading to the closure of some departments, despite an increase in applications; the 
announcement of the 2014 REF and the PSA journal publishing contract, which was 
coming up for renewal. On the first point, he said the PSA would continue to be an 
advocate for departments facing closure; on the second, he said that the PSA should 
be shameless in exploiting impact case studies to make the case for the discipline; and, 
on the final point, he said all publishers would be asked to include in their proposals 
ideas for how they would respond to the challenges of Open Access  

 
4.7 Professor Jeffery ended by wishing his successors every success. 
 



4.8 In answer to a question from Professor Dunleavy about what it meant to publish the 
best online Open Access journal in the world and whether this implied converting 
existing PSA journals into Open Access journals, Professor Jeffery said that all the 
publishers bidding for the PSA contract had been asked to look at all the options and 
think creatively about how to adapt the PSA’s portfolio to new opportunities. Professor 
Dunleavy responded that as a charity the PSA should publish at least one fully OA 
journal. 

 
4.9 In answer to a question from Professor Jon Tonge about whether the PSA’s media 

briefings would continue in the future, Professor Jeffery said there was every intention 
for this to be the case. 

 
4.10 In response to a question about whether new charity rules on campaigning would affect 

the PSA, Professor Jeffery explained that this was not the case and said the PSA 
monitored these issues closely. 

 
  
5 Treasurer’s Report 
5.1 Professor John Benyon reported that in 2013 net incoming resources were £802,957, 

up from £753,254 in 2012. He explained that traditionally a large proportion of the 
PSA’s income came from publishing. He thanked those colleagues who edit the 
journals now and in the past.  
 

5.2 Professor Benyon reported that resources expended in 2013 were £703,388, which 
was lower than budgeted but up from £656,580 in 2012. The reason for the rise was a 
large one off payment for the new website and IT system. Professor Benyon thanked 
Helena Djurkovic for her successful management of the project.  

 
5.3 Professor Benyon reported that the outturn surplus for 2013 was £99,569, taking 

reserves up to £1,243,884. He explained that at such uncertain times, with future 
revenues under potential threat, it was important for the Association to hold healthy 
reserves. 

 
5.4 Professor Benyon explained that a detailed breakdown of expenditure was provided in 

the accounts and he encouraged members to make suggestions as to how the PSA 
should spend its resources. 

 
5.5 Professor Benyon thanked those people with whom he had worked over the last year: 

Wiley, the PSA’s publishers; BDO, the PSA’s auditors; Helena Djurkovic, Sandra 
McDonagh, Louise Bates, Jack Neenan and Robert Pugsley. He commented on the 
significant contributions being made by the trustees, a very able group of people, and 
thanked them for their hard work. He added that it was a positive sign that a large 
number of people were putting themselves forward for election to the Executive. He 
said the biggest thanks went to Professor Jeffery and Dr Briggs, whose terms were 
shortly coming to an end. 

 
5.6 In answer to a request from Professor Jim Chandler for the PSA to find a way of 

reducing the costs of attending the annual conference for retired members, who no 
longer received institutional support for conference attendance, Professor Benyon said 
the request would be considered. He explained that an access fund was available to 
assist graduate students wanting to attend the conference but suggested that this 
should in future also be made available to others in need. He drew attention to the fact 
that the conference was not budgeted to make a surplus but simply to break even. 

 



5.7 Professor Dunleavy commented that the APCs to publish under the Gold Open Access 
route in the Association’s journals was too high and might be questioned given the 
charitable status of the Association. Professor Benyon replied that the PSA took advice 
on issues of charitable concern and was always conscious of the need to act in the 
public interest. He explained that after a Charity Commission visit ten years ago the 
Association had been commended for the way in which it operated. He went on to 
explain that charities needed sources of income and were allowed to generate income 
from publishing activities. He suggested that the PSA should look to reduce its 
dependence on publishing income by finding new revenue streams. 

 
5.8 Professor Benyon explained that in 2012, the Association had agreed that membership 

subscription rates for graduates, teachers and retired members should be held constant 
until such time as they are half the level of the standard membership rate, which would 
rise by £1 in 2015 to £80. He noted that membership fees were tax deductible. 

 
 
6 Honorary Secretary’s Report 
6.1 Professor Paul Carmichael reported that at the end of 2013 the Association had 1,970 

Members (compared to 1,933 at the end of 2012). He explained that the online 
membership facility had helped drive the growth in membership and reported that well 
over one third of the current membership had paid their membership fees online in 
2013. 

  
6.2 Professor Carmichael reported that the reduced membership rate would continue to be 

pegged at £44 in 2015, while the standard rate would rise to £80. He explained that the 
direct debit discount of £10 would continue. 

  
6.3 Professor Carmichael reported that three colleagues had been nominated successfully 

by the PSA to become Academicians of the Academy of Social Sciences: Professor 
Phil Cowley, Professor John Curtice and Professor Charles Pattie. 
 

6.4 Professor Carmichael reported that he was serving as Returning Officer for the 2014 
PSA EC elections. He explained that the terms of office of four trustees would expire in 
June and nine members had submitted nominations to serve as trustees of the 
Association: Anil Awesti, Terrell Carver, Feargal Cochrane, Rose Gann, Matthew 
Goodwin, Richard Hayton, Iain MacKenzie, Heather Savigny and Hayley Stevenson. 
He explained that an electronic ballot would open in early May. 

 
6.5 Professor Carmichael reported that the EC had been tasked with finding a new Chair 

and Vice-Chair of the Association. As was customary, a Search Committee had been 
set up under the chairmanship of Professor Massey. Other members of the Search 
Committee were Professor Carmichael, Dr Cathy Gormley-Heenan and Professor 
Elizabeth Meehan, a former Chair of the Association. The Committee had called on 
members for expressions of interest and a number of candidates had come forward. 
The Committee decided the selection of Chair and Vice-Chair should be made by the 
trustees and hence the candidates were invited to make short presentations and 
answer predetermined questions at the EC meeting held on the previous day before a 
secret ballot was held. The outcome of the ballot was the election of Professor Matthew 
Flinders as Chair and Dr Rosie Campbell as Vice-Chair (both to serve for three years 
from the 27th June 2014). Professor Carmichael proposed that this arrangement should 
be regularized. 

 
 
6.6 Professor Carmichael announced that the next AGM would be held in Sheffield at 

5.30pm on Tuesday 30th March 2015. 



  
  
7 Risk Register 
7.1 Professor Jeffery explained that the risk register had been updated. It showed how the 

risks to the Association had changed compared to the previous year but none of the 
changes were significant. 

 
 
8 OAB 
8.1 Professor Jeffery explained that the terms of Terrell Carver, James Chiriyankandath, 

Lisa Harrison and Gerry Stoker were coming to an end on 27th June, though Terrell 
Carver was standing for re-election. He thanked all four for their great service to the 
PSA. 
 

8.2 In answer to questions about how the PSA could promote the study of British politics in 
India and whether long-term membership could be offered by the Association, 
Professor Jeffery said consideration would be given to both issues. 

 
 
 
   


