
POLITICAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION 

of the United Kingdom 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE POLITICAL 

STUDIES ASSOCIATION HELD AT THE MIDLAND HOTEL, MANCHESTER, 14TH APRIL, 
2014 

 
Present 
John Benyon (JB), Jacqui Briggs (JBr), Paul Carmichael (PC), Rosie Campbell (RC), Terrell 
Carver (TC), Alistair Clark (AC), Neil Collins (NC), Matt Flinders (MF), Rose Gann (RG), Cathy 
Gormley-Heenan (CG-H), Lisa Harrison (LH), Jennifer Hudson (JH), Charlie Jeffery (CJ), 
Andrew Massey (AM), Gerry Stoker (GS) 
 
In attendance 

Helena Djurkovic (HD), Orlanda Ward (OW) 
 
Apologies 

James Chiriyankandath (JC), Louise Bates (LB), James Ludley (JL), Sandra McDonagh (SM), 
Jack Neenan (JN) 
 
 

1. Minutes of the Meeting Held on 24th January 2014 
  

1.1 The minutes were approved. 
 

2. Matters Arising  

2.1 CJ noted that the PSA was still awaiting a response from Wiley-Blackwell on the issue of the 
financial impact of withdrawing from collections (Matters Arising, Item 2.1).  

2.2 JB asked what had happened to the Rock Enrol! bids submitted by the PSA (Matters Arising, 
Item 2.2). HD explained that the PSA had recently received cursory feedback about its 

application from the Cabinet Office but as far as she understood no awards had been made. 
2.3 CJ reported that Glasgow Caledonian seemed to be backtracking on its decision to close its 

social science unit (Chair’s Report, Item 3.7) 
2.4 HD explained that JN was currently working on preparing a glossy annual report (Trustees 

Report, Item 7.1). 
 
3. Chair’s Report and Management Committee Update 

3.1 CJ explained that JB would cover in his Treasurer’s Report the point raised in the Chair’s written 
report about the PSA undertaking a financial review. 
 

4. CEO’s Report 

4.1 HD explained that the only update she needed to make to her written report was that an offer 
had been made on the office in Jermyn Street. CJ noted that MF, TC and JB planned to view 
the office to confirm its suitability.  

4.2 PC noted that the closure of the Newcastle office would generate a saving of several thousand 
each year. 

4.3 JB suggested there was a strong argument to buy rather than lease office space. CJ replied that 
expert advice had been taken and it came out firmly against the purchase option. CJ felt it was 
important to take heed of this advice.  
 

5. Reserved Business (HD and OW left the room) 
 
 
 



6. Report of the Honorary Treasurer and Finance Sub-Committee 

6.1 JB reported that income in 2013 came in at £802,957 against expenditure of £703,388. He said 
the 6.6% year on year increase in income was due to increased income from Wiley-Blackwell, 
due in turn to the high take up of online only access to journals by members, and the strong 
performance of the Cardiff conference.  

6.2 JB reported that the £99,569 surplus recorded in 2013 took reserves up to £1,243,884. 
6.3 HD noted that the increase in the surplus had been achieved in a year in which a substantial 

investment had been made in the website and IT systems. This was because large efficiency 
savings had been made in a wide number of areas, including the production of PSA News. 

6.4 JB observed that a number of sub-committee were underspending their budgets. LH suggested 
reviewing the three-year plans at the next EC meeting. 

6.5 JB commented that the PSA’s investments were not generating sufficient returns and hence a 
sub-committee was to be set up to assess how the reserves should be invested. Members of 
the sub-committee were to be JB, JBr, PC, TC and HD. 

6.6 JB said it was not yet possible to forecast income for 2014 but the picture was positive. 
6.7 JB explained that at the end of May it would be necessary to look back over the previous twelve 

months in order to calculate the appropriate rate at which VAT could be reclaimed. 
6.8 JB suggested that the PSA should undertake a review of the way in which it managed its 

finances. The review should cover systems, procedures and structures. He suggested that 
initially the findings of the review should be raised at a meeting with the PSA’s auditors. If 
necessary, the PSA should be prepared to pay the auditors to conduct their own review. CJ 
suggested that the PSA should also look at how other learned societies dealt with their finances. 
He suggested that some of the issues raised by JB might be technical, whilst others might relate 
to issues of division of labour. 

6.9 JB reported that the sub-committee recommended membership fees in 2015 should rise by £1 
to £80 for UK non-concessionary members and that all other UK fees stay constant as until they 
stood at 50% of the non-concessionary rate. This was agreed. 

6.10 The letter of representation was approved and signed by CJ. 
 
7. Trustees Report 

7.1 CJ explained that the Trustees Report and Accounts for 2013 was to be presented at the AGM 
the next day. He said the main body of the report had already been approved but invited the 
trustees to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements. Approval was given. 

7.2 CJ noted that Robert Pugsley (RP) had been ill since October and thanked JB and HD for taking 
on additional work during the times he was unable to work. 
 

8. Honorary Secretary’s Report 

8.1 PC reported that membership stood at 1,724. 
8.2 PC explained that Newcastle University had agreed to release the PSA from its contractual 

obligation to give three months’ notice on its lease. The lease would come to an end on 16 th 
May, after which SM would work from home. 

8.3 PC reported that HD had some concerns about the structure and content of the latest draft of 
the Survey of the Profession. HD added that she thought it was also appropriate for the new 
Chair to have input into questions raised in the Survey. It was agreed that HD, RC and JH 
should meet to discuss the concerns HD had raised, take input from the new Chair and review 
the survey to ensure it met the highest academic survey standards. Action: HD, RC, JH 

8.4 MF explained that everything was in hand for the annual conference in Sheffield in 2015. 
8.5 PC explained that LB had made a scoping visit to Brighton. More recently Bristol had been 

suggested as an alternative venue for the 2016 conference due to a lack of interest from Sussex 
University politics department in organising the event. CJ said he would approach Sarah Childs 
(SC) about holding the conference in Bristol. TC observed that there was no formal politics 
structure at Bristol and so it might prove difficult to get departmental support for a Bristol-based 
academic convenor. AM suggested approaching David Sweeting (DS) and Sarah Ayres (SA), 
who ran the Politics and Government conference. CG-H noted that the PSA never put out a 



formal call inviting people to come forward to serve as conference convenor and should 
consider doing so. Action: CJ 

8.6 PC noted that some concerns had been raised about the level of support Angie Wilson (AW), 
Manchester conference convenor, had received from her department and hence PC planned to 
write a note of guidance for department heads as to what was expected from departments when 
convening the PSA annual conference. JB suggested that the PSA should produce a simple 
agreement outlining what the PSA would offer a department taking on the organisation of the 
conference. Action: PC 

8.7 TC reported that competition for places to attend overseas conferences had seen an increase. 
He noted, however, that he was having problems getting together panels for APSA. He also 
noted that there was no official representation from APSA at Manchester. JB reported that he 
had been asked by the BPG to move the date of the PSA reception at APSA so as not to clash 
with the BPG reception at the British Embassy. It was agreed that the PSA should 
accommodate this request and JB should take up the issue with Wiley-Blackwell. Action: JB 

 
9. Elections 
9.1 PC reported that he had received nominations from 9 members for the four available trustee 

positions on the EC and, therefore, an election would take place through an online ballot. 
 

10. Sub-Committee Reports 
  

Report of the Publications Sub-Committee 
10.1 AM thanked NC for his work chairing the Publications sub-committee until his move to 

Kazakhstan. 
10.2 AM explained that the tender process for the new publishing contract had begun. He, HD, CJ 

and JB had spoken to a large number of publishers about the PSA’s expectations from their 
publishers and what they might be able to deliver. He explained that the PSA was looking for a 
different kind of relationship to the one it had had to date with Wiley-Blackwell. Going forward it 
was important to have a very strong partnership in which the publishers delivered significant 
value added that would help the Association develop. It was also important for the publishers to 
be very transparent about finances in order to allow the Association to anticipate revenues 
going forward.   

10.3 AM reported that some of the editors at the last PubSub meeting had raised concerns about 
Sherpa Romeo classifying PSA journals as Yellow rather than Green. He explained that all PSA 
journals met HEFCE OA requirements. He thanked HD for sorting out the issue with Wiley-
Blackwell. GS said it was important to make clear to PSA members that all PSA journals were 
fully compliant and to keep repeating the message. He suggested an article on the issue in PSA 
News. 

10.4 AM reported that HEFCE had modified its policy on OA in a positive direction. RC asked AM to 
write an update on HEFCE policy for members. AM agreed. Action: AM  

 
 Research & Impact Sub-Committee 

11.1 MF reported that he had been asked by a number of people what kind of lesson learning 
exercise with respect to impact cases studies was planned once the REF assessment process 
was complete. MF said he had been in touch with the ESRC, which had told him that it would be 
putting out a call in a few months for proposals to undertake such an exercise. MF would look 
out for the call. Action: MF 

11.2 MF reported that POST was working with Sheffield on an online training system on increasing 
impact for academics. 

11.3 MF explained that he had approached a number of people about putting themselves forward to 
serve on the ESRC Council but had met with considerable lack of enthusiasm. As a result he 
had put himself forward. 

11.4 MF reported that Jon Tonge and Andy Mycock’s report “Beyond the Youth Citizenship 
Commission” was impressive and should be studied as an impact case example. 



11.5 MF reported that on the 12th May a joint academic conference with the IFG would be taking 
place. It would be a high profile event and enhance the PSA’s public admin profile. 

11.6 MF explained that the Scrutiny Unit had been slow in progressing the idea of a roundtable on 
evidence but there were some signs of progress. 

11.7 MF explained that plans for Total Exposure were progressing well. The project would be an 
important way of reaching out to members.  

11.8 CG-H reported that she had received over 50 applications for specialist group funding. She said 
most people understood the new funding formula, which would be modified again next year, 
once the specialist groups were up to speed on how to increase the number of their PSA 
members. A number of specialist groups had also offered to be guinea pigs and let the PSA run 
their finances. A specialist group event would be held at Manchester and all future conferences, 
meaning going forward there would be two annual PSA events for specialist group convenors. 

 
 Education and Skills Sub-Committee  

12.1 JBr reported that the teachers group would be meeting on 6 th May after ManCom in London. 
12.2 JBr explained the call for ESRC Festival of Social Science grant applications had come out and 

invited trustees to send her ideas for events. 
12.3 JBr reported that the latest UCAS data showed that politics applications in 2013 were up on 

2012, tough not back to the 2011 peak figures, and that acceptance figures had also gone up. 
She added that a written report on the figures would be produced for the next issue of PSA 
News. 

12.4 CJ said he planned to thank JBr at the AGM for all her hard work over the past three years. 
12.5 RG reported that she and JBr had met with APSA when they attended the APSA Teaching and 

Learning conference. She explained that APSA did not have an undergraduate organisation but 
worked closely with an affiliate body and ran an undergraduate research competition and 
undertook work on diversity. 

12.6 RG reported that she had held the Politics and International Relations Undergraduate Research 
conference. She suggested running something similar or holding an undergraduate dissertation 
competition. JBr said she supported the idea of a competition and thought it might be possible 
to get sponsorship from a publisher. GS observed that many departments already ran 
dissertation prizes and that it would be better to do something distinctive – such as a prize for a 
blog. RC strongly supported GS’s idea. RG said she would investigate what other associations 
did for undergraduates. CJ said that the PSA had to start making concrete plans in this area 
and communicate these plans to HoDs. He asked RG to prepare a proposal for how the PSA 
should work with undergraduates to be presented at the June EC. PC suggested additional 
funding for this area. CJ confirmed that this was possible given that patterns of expenditure 
would be reviewed at the June EC. Action: RG 

12.7 JBr suggested that there was much to be learned from APSA and suggested a staff exchange 
programme involving either HD or JL. This was agreed. 

 
Communications and Engagement Sub-Committee 

13.1 RC suggested that PSA members of the Awards jury and staff should meet before the main jury 
meeting to agree a strategy. She also suggested that the Awards jury should be combined with 
the special projects jury. This was agreed. 

13.2 RC reported that she, MF and HD had met with JN to discuss external communications and had 
agreed that JN should try to take a journalist out to lunch once or twice a month. RC noted that 
this would have budget implications.The strategy was agreed. 

13.3 MF explained that the Total Exposure initiative, a national competition, would in time be rolled 
out across all social sciences and possibly even into the arts. Academics would make a pitch for 
a radio or TV programme to a panel of media experts and in the process develop their skills. 
The ESRC had agreed to fund the project last year, when the idea was originally mooted, and 
MF expected them to back it again this year. RC noted that the project would be announced 
once confirmation was received from the ESRC. MF explained that the pitching document was 
ready but there was a question of whether non-PSA members be allowed to participate. The 
aim was to receive applications by the end of October and hold the panel event in January or 



February 2015. The event would be filmed so that it could be used to help others develop their 
skills. 

13.4 RC asked for clarification on how sub-committee chairs should request additional funding for 
their budgets. JB agreed to write a note explaining the process for trustees. Action: JB 

13.5 CJ suggested turning EC dinners into working dinners by inviting 3-4 opinion formers (such as 
MPs, local government leaders or regional journalists) from each area visited to discuss issues 
in which the PSA was engaged. This was agreed. 

 
14. AOB 
14.1 CJ said consideration needed to be given to how the mid-year financial review in June should 

be structured. It was agreed that JB should develop a plan for discussion at the ManCom 
meeting on 6th May. Action: JB 

14.2 OW reported that the Graduate Network had held a successful professional development event 
in January in Birmingham. The next professional development event would be focused on 
teaching. JL would be meeting with the Graduate Network Executive at the conference. 
 

12. Dates and Venues of Next Meetings 

     
Friday, 27th June 2014, Edinburgh 
Friday, 24th October, venue tbc 
Friday, 30th January, venue tbc 
 
HD 15/5/14 
 
 

 


