
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22.06.2017 
Critical Junctures at Home and 
Abroad: 12 Months Since Brexit 

 

‘If we desire a society of peace, then we cannot achieve such a society through 

violence. If we desire a society without discrimination, then we must not 

discriminate against anyone in the process of building this society. If we desire a 

society that is democratic, then democracy must become a means as well as an 

end' 
 

Bayard Rustin 
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Welcome to Liverpool! 

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to this 1st annual conference of the Political Studies Association Early Career Network, held in 

the stunning location of Liverpool central library.  

Harold Macmillan once answered the question of what was most likely to throw governments off track by 

saying, ‘Events, dear boy, events’. In the UK and beyond we have seen a barrage of such events in the 

past 12 months. The 2016 Brexit vote has underlined the increasingly fractured nature of UK society and 

the disaggregation of political and cultural attitudes among our citizens. The election of Donald Trump 

has not only given embodiment to the growing power of populism but places a finely balanced world 

order on a precarious precipice. The recent snap election in the UK has questioned many of the assumed 

truths about British politics, both the decline of a two party system and the role of the media as the sole 

arbiter of political outcomes. The threat of terrorism and the divisive implications of such attacks have 

grown prominent in recent months in a way the public hasn’t comprehended since 2005. Many certainties 

of British life have received a shaking, and aftershocks can be expected to ripple for some time to come. 

In that context this conference brings together early career academics as well as colleagues at all stages of 

their career, to reflect on Critical Junctures at Home and Abroad: 12 Months since Brexit. 

In order to discuss these ‘events’ and the questions they throw up, we are delighted to present three 

panels of papers from early career academics around the UK, followed by an expert panel to reflect on 

the UK's recent General Election. For that discussion we look forward to hearing Dr Stuart Wilks-Heeg 

talk about the return of two-party politics; Professor Jon Tonge on the implications of the Conservative-

DUP deal for the peace process in Northern Ireland; Dr Paula Surridge on the commonalities between 

the general election, Brexit and Trump; Professor Colin Talbot on what the election means for Brexit 

negotiations; and Dr Maria Sobolewska on party strategies to Brexit in the run-up to the election and 

going forward. I’d like to formally thank all of our speakers today in advance for putting together 

proposals, presentations and for giving up their time to be here. 

This event also culminates the end of a busy year for the Early Career Network. After coming into 

existence at the start of last July, your committee have worked tirelessly to establish multiple pillars of 

success. We have reduced the membership fee by over 75% to give you affordable access to your learned 

society during the formative years of your career and I can announce that the number of PhD students, 

post-doctoral researchers, and teaching fellows in the PSA has risen to an all-time high and continues to 

grow. In the last 12 months we have held events on the US election, publishing, CV writing, REF and 

TEF, equality and diversity, and we have set up speed mentoring sessions, started members grants of up 

to £600 each semester, held guest talks by high profile public figures like Peter Kellner, and delivered 

social occasions with well-known comedians such as Nish Kumar. As members of the PSA, early career 

academics have never had it so good….There is much more to develop next year and I encourage you to 

take the opportunity to get involved. I hope you enjoy today’s conference and have a wonderful summer 

when it comes. 

Very best, 

James Weinberg 

Chair, PSA Early Career Network 

P.s. if you see me or any other committee members wandering around,  
please do come up and say hello! 
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Programme: 

09.30 Registration  

10.00 Opening Remarks and Welcome to Liverpool 

10.15 Panel 1: 'Yesterday': Thatcher, Neoliberalism and the Union 

Steven Daniels (University of Liverpool) - [The Decline of the National Union of Miners] 

Alen Toplišek (Queen Mary University of London) - The Crisis of the Liberal State: Explaining 
and Classifying the Rise of Populism in the United Kingdom and the United States 

Nina Rogers (Liverpool Hope University) - Nature vs. Nurture: exploring the role of early 
influences upon the political development of Margaret Thatcher 

11.30 Refreshments 

12.00 Panel 2: 'All You Need Is Theory' 

Jodi Thompson (Queen Mary University of Liverpool) - Multiculturalism, Islamophobia and 
Bourdieu: A Critique of Structural Categorisation and the Production of Identity through 
Practice 

Dimitri Batrouni (University of Bristol) - Bringing Ideas Back In 

13.00 Lunch 

13.45 Panel 3: 'Get Back’ - Anti Semitism, Asylum and Administration  

Sue Roberts (University of Portsmouth) - The Death of Bureaucracy, and why you should worry 

Babatunde Adeniyi Atitebi  (Obafemi Awolowo University) - NGO Network for Refugee and 
Migration in Calais Camp Impact on British Image: What a Physical Experience 

Aaron Winters (University of East London) - Brexit and Trump: On racism, the far right and 
violence 

15.00 Refreshments 

15.30 ‘With A Little Help From My Friends’: Expert Post-Mortem on the UK 2017 
General Election   

See page 7 for more information 

17.00 End of conference drinks reception 
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10.15 Panel 1 'Yesterday': Thatcher, Neoliberalism and the Union 

Steven Daniels (University of Liverpool) - The Decline of the National Union of Miners 

In 1984, the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) was the most powerful trade union in the 
UK. Yet, by 2017, it is all but irrelevant, and the trade union movement significantly weakened. 
How did the position of the trade union movement change so rapidly? This paper proposes to 
explore how, following their defeat in the 1984-5 Miners’ Strike, the NUM was made an example 
of by Thatcher’s Conservative government as an example to the wider trade union movement. It 
will so this using recently released and unused/underutilised material showing that the 
government, through the National Coal Board (NCB) sought to weaken the position of the 
NUM. This paper will explore how the NUM membership was weakened from a rank-and-file, 
and administrative perspective. It will begin with the ‘Great Drift Back’ of December 1984- 
March 1985; explore the immediate period following the end of the strike and the actions of the 
revitalised NCB; and examine the impact of external forces such as the breakaway Union of 
Democratic Mineworkers (UDM). 

Alen Toplišek (Queen Mary University of London) - The Crisis of the Liberal State: 
Explaining and Classifying the Rise of Populism in the United Kingdom and the United 
States 

Comparative literature on contemporary populism has been largely silent on the structural 
factors behind the rise of populist politics in Europe and the United States. Employing a 
structural-ideological approach to populism, this paper argues that it is the weakened capacity of 
the liberal state in the face of globalisation, which explains the recent populist backlash in the 
West. The implicitly pluralist theoretical paradigm has led much of the literature to overlook the 
role of liberal ideas in driving globalisation and the structural transformations that have 
weakened democracy and national sovereignty. Combining insights from comparative politics, 
political economy and political theory, this paper provides a structural analysis of the relationship 
between populism and liberalism both in its political and economic dimensions. The theoretical 
propositions made are substantiated with reference to recent developments in the United 
Kingdom and the United States. 

Nina Rogers (Liverpool Hope University) - Nature vs. Nurture: exploring the role of 
early influences upon the political development of Margaret Thatcher 

Despite the use of extensive material from interviews and personal accounts, biographies both 

older and more recent, focus their analysis unsurprisingly upon Thatcher’s time in the political 

arena. In contrast, the future Prime Minister’s early life has received considerably less analytical 

attention. The extant research highlights the need to look more carefully at the role of early 

influences upon shaping the political ideals of Thatcher. It demonstrates that the differences 

between father and daughter outweighed the similarities and that therefore, researchers must 

look beyond the Grantham grocer’s shop to find the origins of Thatcher’s political views. This 

research further notes then, that instead of providing Thatcher with her ideology, the image of 

the Grocer’s daughter was an aspect of myth-making used by both sides at politically expedient 

moments.   
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12.00 Panel 2: 'All You Need Is Theory' 

Jodi Thompson (Queen Mary University of Liverpool) - Multiculturalism, Islamophobia 
and Bourdieu: A Critique of Structural Categorisation and the Production of Identity 
through Practice 

While it may be argued that a Muslim ‘problem’ was conceptualised alongside the fetishising of 
the orient, the rise in radicalisation and extremism since the terrorist acts of 9/11 and 7/7 has 
placed Islam and Muslim communities, especially through the discourse of “Islamophobia”, at 
the forefront of debates surrounding multiculturalism and citizenship.  Multicultural scholars 
have discussed the influence and challenges of Europe, migration policies and an incompatibility 
of Islam and Western liberal democracy as contributing factors to a failure of British 
multiculturalism, with particular emphasis on a lack of integration between minority Muslim 
communities and wider society.  The current literature surrounding multiculturalism and cultural 
citizenship does not, however, fully address the influence of government policies in structurally 
categorising minority groups resulting in the acceptance and embodiment, through social 
interactions, of prescriptive characteristics. The paper identifies this weakness in the literature 
and argues for the utility of Bourdieu’s ‘fields’ theory as a way to advance the current debate. 

Dimitri Batrouni (University of Bristol) - Bringing Ideas Back In 

There is a robust debate amongst political scientists on whether ideas can be causal elements in 

political discourse. In particular, concerns are raised about their utility in addressing and 

answering academic enquiries such as policy change. This paper first covers the main points of 

this debate, focusing on ideas, interests and institutions. It will argue ideas cannot be discounted 

because there are weaknesses in both interest and institutional explanations. However, there is a 

recognition that there are serious weaknesses in ideational theory and scholarship. This has led to 

a stalemate in this debate. Therefore, and secondly, I highlight these weaknesses and posit 

remedies for them in order to move the debate on. This section concentrates on the work of 

Sheri Berman who argues that ideational scholars have to provide a clear definition of what an 

idea is, have a better understanding of the ideational variables that affect policy change and 

operationalise a study of these variables in a specific political process. This paper directly 

addresses these concerns. It defines an idea in a way that is useful to ideational scholars and 

suggests an ideational policy change model by which political scientists can operationalise a study 

of ideas within a political party.  
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13.45 Panel 3: 'Get Back’ - Anti Semitism, Asylum and Administration  

Sue Roberts (University of Portsmouth) - The Death of Bureaucracy, and why you 
should worry 

Recent commentaries on senior Civil Servants (Greenway,2017) and their vilification by some, 
focuses attention on the knotty issue of traditional bureaucracy, how it is viewed by the public 
and politicians, and how civil and public servants can respond. In 2015, The Local Government 
Association, champions of local authorities and funded by the councils they represent, said when 
describing localism “It will be important that any transfer of funding from central to local 
government is free from counterproductive bureaucracy and Whitehall interference. “ (LGA, 
2015).  Apart from the surprise in the LGA’s oblique statement about the councils that support 
it, their comment appears to imply that Whitehall may practice interference for its own sake.  
The second implication is that bureaucracy itself is counterproductive. This paper considers the 
role of bureaucracy in the modern public sector, particularly since Brexit, and how we 
contemplate the future of the UK public sector as it grapples, bureaucratically, with the demands 
of leaving the EU. 

Babatunde Adeniyi Atitebi  (Obafemi Awolowo University) - NGO Network for Refugee 
and Migration in Calais Camp Impact on British Image: What a Physical Experience 

This paper examines the development of NGO and charity Network for refugee and migrants. 
In the last (10) ten years, the Non-State actors have witnessed a drastic change in the number of 
migrant smuggling to cross the channel in anticipation to join the family of her Majesty. It is no 
doubt that the city of Pas De Calais has become a host for refugee and migrants. In the early 19th 
century this route witnesses few Immigrant and Refugee passage. Now the situation is much 
more different according to official data, in 2014/2015. Calais received over seven thousand 
migrants and refugee from the middle East/Arab States specifically Afghanistan, Iran e.tc. and 
African States mainly Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia, Libya e.t.c. The brief history of the Pas De 
Calais Municipal experience with inward migration means there has only been a myopic time 
frame for the development of government and non-government organization responses to this 
phenomenon.    

Aaron Winters (University of East London) - Brexit and Trump: On racism, the far right 
and violence 

As we have just passed the one year anniversary of the day MP Jo Cox was murdered by Thomas 

Mair, who shouted ‘Britain First’ during the attack, on the eve of the EU Referendum, this talk 

will look back on the debates about the relationship between the Brexit campaign, racism, the 

far-right and violence which followed. It will examine how different sides of the referendum 

campaign, as well as analysts and commentators, responded not only to the murder, but a rise in 

hate crime and incidents following the result, as reported by the Met, National Police Chiefs 

Council and Institute of Race Relations. The talk will also look at and compare the debates in the 

United States that followed endorsements of Donald Trump by David Duke, the Ku Klux Klan, 

American Nazi Party, Aryan Nations, Stormfront, American Renaissance and others, the 

emergence and support of the so-called ‘Alt-Right’ and post-election rise in hate groups and hate 

incidents as reported by the Southern Poverty Law Center.  
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15.30 ‘With A Little Help From My Friends’: Expert Post-Mortem on the UK 2017 
General Election   

Speakers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colin Talbot is Professor of Government at University of 

Manchester and a Research Associate at the University of 

Cambridge. 

He has written several books, many articles and appears regularly in 
the media. He's been an expert witness more than two dozen times 
in Parliament and a special adviser to two Select Committees. He 
has advised governments in a number of countries of public 
administration reform issues and been an invited speaker in more 
than 30 countries. He's also worked as a consultant and adviser to 
numerous public agencies. 
 

Jon Tonge is Professor of Politics at the University of Liverpool. 

He has published 16 books and more than 50 articles on UK 

politics, including edited studies of the last five general elections in 

the Britain Votes series. 

Professor Tonge has been Principal Investigator of the last three 

ESRC Northern Ireland General Election surveys and co-edits the 

journal Parliamentary Affairs, published by Oxford University Press. 

He is a former Chair and President of the Political Studies 

Association of the UK and is currently a Vice-President. He is 

President of the British Politics Group of the American Political 

Science Association. Professor Tonge was appointed by the last 

Labour Prime Minister as Chair of the Youth Citizenship 

Commission, looking at how to better connect young people to 

politics. 

 

Dr Maria Sobolewska (DPhil Oxon) is a Senior Lecturer in 

Politics at the University of Manchester. She has been involved in 

many projects on electoral participation and representation of 

ethnic minorities including the Ethnic Minority British Election 

Study 2010; Representative Audit of Britain Candidate Survey 2015 

and a comparative study Pathways to Power 2013-2017. She has 

published in political science journals such as European Journal of 

Political Research, British Journal of Political Science, Political 

Studies, West European Politics; ethnic studies journals such as 

Ethnic and Racial Studies and Journal of Ethnic and Migration 

Studies; and sociology journals such as British Journals of 

Sociology.  
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Paula Surridge is Senior Lecturer at The University of Bristol, 
having previously held posts at the University of Aberdeen and the 
University of Salford.  

Paula’s research involves the application of advanced quantitative 
analysis techniques, including multi-level modelling and confirmatory 
factor analysis, to questions in political sociology, using large scale 
secondary data sources. Substantively she has focused particularly on 
the interplay between social class and education and their impact on 
social and political values. Paula is currently working on projects 
looking at the emerging education cleavage in British politics and its 
impact on social divides and political outcomes. 

 

Dr Nick Turnbull lectures on comparative politics, governance, 

public policy and political rhetoric at the University of Manchester. 

He is the co-convenor of the Interpretive Political Science Specialist 

Group of the UK Political Studies Association and the Deputy 

Editor of the Revue Internationale de Philosophie. Beyond 

academia, Nick has worked as a researcher in a social policy research 

centre, as a political advisor to a Member of the New South Wales 

Legislative Council, as a civil servant in the Australian Public Service, 

and as a researcher in a non-government agency. 

 

Dr Stuart Wilks-Heeg is Head of Department at the University of 

Liverpool, where he has worked since 2002. He is recognised as a 

leading expert on the UK democratic process, particularly with 

regard to issues associated with the mechanics of the electoral 

process. Stuart frequently provides UK political commentary and 

analysis for newspapers and broadcasters regionally, nationally and 

internationally. He also contributes to a range of leading political 

blogs.  

Stuart has particular expertise in electoral administration, electoral 

registration, electoral fraud and integrity, boundary changes, and 

election finance. He also has wider research interests in other aspects 

of UK democracy, including the funding of political parties, electoral 

systems, voting behaviour and election outcomes, and the 

functioning of local government.  

 

 



Political Studies Association  Early Career Network Annual Conference 

 

9 
 

Did you know… 

Early Career Network: £10 Membership for PhD Students and Early Career Academics 

PhD students and early career academics within three years of their viva can now become full 

members of the PSA for just £10 under the Early Career Network (ECN). Visit our website now 

to find out more about this offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ECN is a representative branch of the PSA for all postgraduate, postdoctoral and early 

career academics. The ECN aspires to protect and promote the interests of those academics who 

share in the precarious character of a life entering academia, from those in postgraduate studies 

through to early research and teaching posts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The network focuses on strengthening academic networks across career stages, investing in the 

postgraduate and early career pipeline, and encouraging equality and diversity, with a general 

aim of promoting the status of early career academics and their work. The PSA recognises that 

good training and support in these early stages is vital to the future of academia. The ECN offers 

its members support and training with specialised events throughout the year as well as tailored 

information and advice. 


