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Abstract 

Following a referendum in January 2011 South Sudan became an independent state on 9 July 
2011. Since then relations between Sudan and South Sudan have deteriorated rapidly. Ongoing 
violence along the North–South border has undermined attempts to resolve outstanding post-
referendum issues, including the sharing of oil revenues and the status of Abyei. As of May 2012 
neither side is willing to compromise on these unresolved issues. As a result relations between 
Khartoum and Juba have become increasingly hostile; public statements have become more con-
frontational and negotiations on post-referendum issues have been delayed as both parties en-
gage in a game of brinkmanship. In response to the current impasse the African Union has called 
for a conclusion to negotiations but, as this paper demonstrates, the depth of mistrust between 
the two sides indicates that a quick resolution is unlikely. 
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1. Introduction 

On 9 January 2005 the National Congress Party (NCP) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-

ment/Army (SPLM/A) signed the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). One of the CPA’s key 

provisions was the scheduling of a referendum on the issue of Southern secession for January 

2011. Many observers, given the history of conflict between the NCP and the SPLM/A, questioned 

if the CPA would last or whether the referendum would be held as originally scheduled (Interna-

tional Crisis Group, 2005). However, although a series of NCP–SPLM/A disputes threatened to de-

rail the CPA process, in January 2011 the people of Southern Sudan participated in the referendum 

and voted overwhelmingly in favour of the South becoming an independent state (Curless, 2011). 

Six months later, on 9 July 2011 – the formal end-date of the CPA – President Salva Kiir stood 

alongside his Northern counterpart, President Omar al-Bashir, as South Sudan’s flag was raised at 

an independence ceremony in Juba. Across the South the Southern Sudanese celebrated, hopeful 

that after years of civil war independence would herald the start of a new era of political stability 

(Rice, 2011). Since independence, however, North–South relations have deteriorated. An ongoing 

conflict in the border states of South Kordofan and Blue Nile and the failure to reach an agreement 

on post-referendum issues, including the sharing of oil revenues and the status of Abyei, have con-

tributed to rising North–South tensions and instances of violence (International Crisis Group, 

2012). 

2. The Dispute over Oil  

When South Sudan became independent Khartoum lost 75 per cent of its oil reserves but at pre-

sent the only export route is through Sudan. If an agreement can be reached which allows South 

Sudan to export oil using Sudan’s oil infrastructure – which includes the pipelines, refineries, and 

the marine terminal at Port Sudan – this would provide both parties with a stake in continued dia-

logue over other post-referendum issues (Patey, 2010: 1; Curless, 2012: 8). However, as yet nego-

tiations, mediated by the African Union (AU) High-Level Implementation Panel on Sudan, have 

failed to produce an agreement. According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) during the 

CPA period, when oil revenues from the Southern oil fields were shared equally between Sudan 

and South Sudan, oil accounted for over half of the Government of Sudan’s national budget and 90 

per cent of export revenues. The IMF has calculated that the loss of oil revenue following the 
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South’s secession has left Khartoum with an economic gap of $7.77 billion and a balance of pay-

ments deficit of almost $16 billion for the period July 2011 to December 2015 (International Mon-

etary Fund, 2011; Enough Team, 2011: 2). The issue of if and how Juba should compensate Khar-

toum for its economic gap has been a key cause of the current impasse in negotiations.  

At negotiations, held in Addis Ababa in November 2011, the AU proposed that Sudan’s economic 

gap of $7.77 billion be covered mutually and equally over a period of five years by the GOS, the 

Government of South Sudan (GOSS), and the international community.1 In response the GOSS pre-

sented an alternative proposal, offering to cancel $2.8 billion out of a $5.8 billion debt, which 

South Sudan claims Sudan owes, and a cash payment of $2.6 billion to be paid over four years. The 

GOS rejected both proposals, claiming its economic gap actually amounted to $10.4 billion. To 

make up this deficit the GOS demanded that South Sudan pay $32 per barrel for the use of the 

Northern oil infrastructure. The GOSS rejected this proposal on the basis that this amounted to a 

payment of $12.9 billion over five years – a figure which exceeds the GOS own deficit estimate of 

$10.4 billion –and countered with an offer of $1 per barrel, which is more in line with international 

standards (Enough Team, 2011: 3–4).       

In late November 2011, ahead of further negotiations scheduled to start in mid-December, the 

GOS claimed that South Sudan owed $727 million in transit fees for the period July to October 

2011 (Sudan Tribune, 2011c). When South Sudan refused to pay Khartoum prevented four ships 

carrying Southern oil from leaving Port Sudan and confiscated 1.2 million barrels of oil. Salva Kiir 

and other senior GOSS officials accused Khartoum of stealing South Sudan’s oil, claiming the con-

fiscated barrels were worth $815 million(Sudan Tribune, 2012a; Sudan Tribune, 2012d). Khar-

toum’s response was typically defiant: Ali Karti, the Foreign Minister, stated that Sudan would 

continue to confiscate Southern oil until the South agreed to pay the transit fees (Sudan Tribune, 

2012b). On 20 January, with further negotiations having failed to produce an agreement, the GOSS 

 

1
 The Enough report Negotiations Between the Two Sudans does not specify how the international community would contribute to 

Sudan’s economic gap – debt relief, the lifting of economic sanctions, and a donor fund administered by the World Bank are all 
possible solutions. However, it is unlikely that the international community, namely the ‘troika’, Norway, Britain, and the U.S., 
would be willing to introduce such measures without a significant change of policy in Khartoum, including greater commitment to 
the post-referendum negotiations and the granting of humanitarian access to the border areas affected by the ongoing conflict. For 
this reason the GOS is unlikely to accept any assistance from the international community as it would be both unable and unwilling 
to meet the conditions.   
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retaliated by shutting down oil production. This dramatic step is evidence of South Sudan’s deter-

mination not to be intimidated by what it regards as repeated attempts by Khartoum to extort 

greater concessions. Senior GOSS officials, including Salva Kiir and Pagun Amum, the Secretary 

General of the SPLM, have insisted that South Sudan would rather be poor than have its oil re-

sources looted by Sudan (Hsiao, 2012: 10). 

Although the GOSS has defended its decision to halt oil production one analyst has described the 

move as ‘suicidal’ (de Waal, 2012). Oil exports account for 98 per cent of government revenue in 

South Sudan. With no alternative sources of income the GOSS has been forced to introduce a se-

ries of austerity measures, including a 50 per cent cut in government expenditure; a 10 per cent 

reduction in monthly grants to the states; and improvements in tax collection (BBC, 2012; Sudan 

Tribune, 2012j). Significantly, however, the GOSS has refused to cut public sector salaries, which 

account for 40 per cent of government expenditure, fearing that such a move would undermine 

popular support for the decision to halt oil production. In a leaked document the World Bank has 

warned the GOSS that because oil accounts for 82 per cent of GDP there is a danger that South 

Sudan’s economy could collapse before the GOSS is able to implement the austerity measures. 

Even if South Sudan is able to reduce expenditure by 25 per cent the World Bank estimates that 

without an alternative source of income foreign currency reserves will be depleted by July 2012. 

Such a scenario would have serious economic consequences, including the depreciation of the 

currency, capital flight, and hyper-inflation (Sudan Tribune, 2012j).  

Since oil production was shut down there have been reports that the GOSS has been attempting to 

obtain international loans, secured in part against future oil revenues, in an attempt to maintain 

its foreign currency reserves. In the short-term such loans could reduce the economic impact of 

the oil shutdown and could provide capital for alternative development projects. However, the 

immediate benefits could be undermined by mismanagement, corruption, and high interest rates 

– particularly if future oil revenues decline as a result of fluctuations in world market prices or di-

minishing production levels. Global Witness has warned that this could create a debt cycle where-

by the GOSS is caught in a loop of repaying debt with current revenues, while being forced to ob-

tain additional loans in order to finance public expenditure.  In turn this could provoke popular 

unrest if it is discovered that future oil revenues have been mortgaged off to foreign financial insti-

tutions with little or no benefit for the wider public (Global Witness, 2012).     
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Sudan has similar economic problems (Sudan Tribune, 2012h). In January 2011, with foreign cur-

rency reserves already diminishing and in anticipation of a further decline in revenue following the 

South’s secession, the GOS introduced a series of austerity measures, including restriction on im-

ports and a reduction in government subsidies on basic commodities (Sudan Tribune, 2010a; Su-

dan Tribune, 2010b; Sudan Tribune, 2011a). However, in spite of these measures, by October 2011 

the value of the Sudanese pound on the black market against the US dollar had fallen by 60 per 

cent (Wallis, 2011). The IMF, underlining the impact of the loss of oil revenues, reported that Su-

dan’s economy had shrunk by 3.9 per cent in 2011 and is expected to contract by a further 7.3 per 

cent in 2012 – this is compared with an average annual GDP growth rate of 7 to 8 per cent in the 

period 2000–8 (Sudan Tribune, 2012c). In September 2011, commenting on the economic impact 

of the South’s secession, Ali Mahmoud, the Sudanese Finance Minister, claimed that Sudan re-

quired $1.5 billion a year in financial assistance. However, given the uncertainty that surrounds 

the economy – including the failure to agree a deal on oil and the continuing existence of US eco-

nomic sanctions – it remains to be seen whether the GOS can secure sufficient external financial 

assistance (Sudan Tribune, 2011b).  

Shortly before South Sudan' shutdown oil production the GOSS signed a memorandum of under-

standing with Kenya to construct a pipeline to the port of Lamu – where work recently began on a 

$23 billion port development project. Although the construction of a pipeline to Lamu would break 

Juba’s dependence on Khartoum and would further integrate South Sudan into the East African 

economy, such an ambitious project is not without its challenges (Verhoeven, 2011: 13). There are 

security issues to consider – the new pipeline would have to cross areas of South Sudan and 

northern Kenya where oil theft and pipeline sabotage could be a problem (Sudan Tribune, 2011c). 

There are also logistical challenges. Senior GOSS officials hope to complete the project within 

11months but this timetable for completion is optimistic given the difficult terrain that the new 

pipeline would have to cover. Moreover, it is estimated that the pipeline will cost between $2.5 

billion and $4 billion. Some investors, including Total, which also has oil interests in Uganda, and 

Toyota have expressed interest in the project but as yet no financing has been secured – although 

the African Development Bank has provided some funding for road development (Sudan Tribune, 

2012k). Even if the necessary capital is secured production in the Southern oil fields has already 

peaked and is expected to decline over the next five years. Unless new discoveries are made the 
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Lamu pipeline may not be economically viable (Patey, 2012). Therefore, in view of the existing 

production arrangements and with both parties dependent upon oil revenue, ending the current 

dispute and agreeing a new deal makes the most economic sense. However, given the protracted 

nature of negotiations and the recent episodes of violence along the North–South border, it is un-

likely that normal production and export operations will be resumed within the next six months 

(Global Witness, 2012).  

3. The Dispute over Heglig 

By March 2012, in spite of the failure to reach an agreement on oil, the two negotiating teams had 

made some progress on other post-referendum issues. In early February the two sides signed a 

non-aggression pact, agreeing to ‘respect each other’s sovereignty and territorial integrity’ (Hsiao, 

2012:2). Then in March two further agreements relating to citizenship and border demarcation 

were concluded. In an attempt to consolidate this progress a GOSS delegation visited Khartoum in 

order to meet with senior GOS figures and invite al-Bashir to a presidential summit in Juba (Hsiao, 

2012:2–3). These developments, however, were undermined by an escalating conflict along the 

North–South border, particularly in the northern states of South Kordofan and Blue Nile. Violence 

in these two states, where elements of the population fought with the SPLA during the civil war 

and have remained allied to Juba following South Sudan’s independence, has been ongoing since 

June 2011. The conflict in South Kordofan and Blue Nile, which is estimated to have ‘displaced or 

severely affected’ 350,000 people, has only served to exacerbate tensions between Khartoum and 

Juba (OCHA, 2012). Sudan has accused Juba of providing military and logistical assistance to the 

rebels, the SPLA-North. In response the GOSS has claimed that Khartoum has conducted an aerial 

bombing campaign against civilian settlements within South Sudan. Both sides have made the res-

olution of this border conflict a condition for progress on other post-referendum issues but as long 

as Khartoum and Juba continue to support dissident groups within each others’ respective territo-

ries the current impasse in the negotiations is unlikely to be broken (International Crisis Group, 

2012).     

The conflict along the North–South border has been escalating in recent months. In late February 

2012 it was reported that the Sudan Revolutionary Forces (SRF) – a coalition of rebel groups in-

cluding the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and the SPLA-North – had captured the towns of 
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Tess, Buram, Dar, Taroge, and Jau (Hsiao, 2012: 2–3). On 26 March the conflict intensified when 

the SPLA occupied the disputed town of Heglig. According to GOSS officials the Sudan Armed Forc-

es (SAF) attacked SPLA positions at Tishwin, which provoked Southern troops to counterattack and 

occupy Heglig (Hsiao, 2012: 3). At present Heglig is administered as part of South Kordofan state in 

Sudan. Heglig is one of Sudan’s main oil fields. Although reserves in Heglig are diminishing it con-

tinues to produce approximately 60,000 barrels per day – the equivalent to half of Sudan’s oil out-

put. Khartoum, citing a 2009 Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) ruling that placed Heglig out-

side of the disputed region of Abyei, insists that the town and its oil fields are part of South 

Kordofan state. The GOSS, however, contests this. Juba claims that Heglig, which is known as 

Panthou in Dinka, is part of Unity State and is therefore part of South Sudan. The GOSS argues that 

while the PCA established the area of Abyei it did not determine whether Heglig was part of Sudan 

or South Sudan. Consequently, the GOSS claim that Heglig, like other disputed areas, should be 

resolved as part of the North–South border demarcation process (Small Arms Survey, 2012).  

The SPLA held Heglig for ten days during which time Khartoum bombed the disputed area in an 

attempt to isolate the occupying forces. Fighting also spread along the North–South border, rais-

ing the prospect that the violence would escalate into a much broader conflict (Hsiao, 2012: 6). 

The SPLA eventually withdrew from Heglig on 20 April – although Khartoum disputes this, claiming 

that the SAF forced Southern troops out of the town (Sudan Tribune, 2012h; Sudan Tribune, 

2012i). The SPLA’s occupation of Heglig was widely condemned by the US and the UN (Sudan Trib-

une, 2012g). However, the GOSS claimed that since Heglig is disputed the SPLA’s occupation of the 

town could not be considered a violation of Sudan’s territorial sovereignty (Small Arms Survey, 

2012; Sudan Tribune, 2012f). There is a reported sense of frustration among GOSS officials that 

the SPLA’s occupation of Heglig has been condemned by the international community but the 

SAF’s continued presence in Abyei and Khartoum’s repeated incursions into South Sudan’s territo-

ry, which includes the bombing of civilian settlements, has not prompted the same level of criti-

cism (Hsiao, 2012: 8–9).  

On 21 April, in the wake of the SPLA’s withdrawal, Salva Kiir announced that if further negotiations 

over the future status of Heglig failed the GOSS would refer the issue to the PCA. Of course a PCA 

ruling would not necessarily guarantee a resolution to the Heglig dispute – the referendum on 

Abyei’s status has been postponed indefinitely and both Khartoum and Juba are reluctant to with-
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draw their forces from the area. The GOS has been equally defiant over the issue of Heglig (Sudan 

Tribune, 2012c). In early May al-Bashir, speaking in a televised address, vowed to defend Sudan’s 

territory and ‘chop off any hand stretching to take it’ (Associated Press, 2012). Such inflammatory 

rhetoric is largely a front and does not necessarily reflect Khartoum’s true negotiating position. 

Indeed, the recent border clashes, including the SPLA’s occupation of Heglig, may be part of an 

attempt by both sides to strengthen their positions on the ground ahead of the rainy season and 

the resumption of negotiations (Small Arms Survey, 2012). Nevertheless, the rapid escalation of 

violence in April is an indication of how far relations have deteriorated since South Sudan’s inde-

pendence.  

On 24 April, in an attempt to revive negotiations and defuse rising North–South tensions, the AU 

set out a roadmap, instructing the two sides to resume talks and reach an agreement within three 

months on key issues, including oil, the demarcation of the border, and citizenship (Sudan Tribune, 

2012m). This proposal was referred to the UN Security Council, which, on 2 May, passed a resolu-

tion endorsing the AU roadmap and threatened both countries with non-military sanctions if they 

refused to comply (LaRocco and Christian, 2012). Since then South Sudan, in an attempt to rehabil-

itate its reputation with the international community, has demonstrated a willingness to re-

engage with the negotiations and, as a sign of good faith, has withdrawn its police from the Abyei 

area. However, Sudan, although it has accepted the UN Security Council resolution, remains reluc-

tant to resume the negotiations: the SAF have not withdrawn from Abyei; Khartoum continues to 

deny humanitarian access to those areas of Blue Nile and South Kordofan affected by the conflict; 

and it has been reported that aerial bombardments of Unity State have been ongoing (LaRocco 

and Christian, 2012). In mid-May, following separate talks with al-Bashir and Salva Kiir, Thabo 

Mbeki, the AU’s chief mediator, has arranged for the negotiations to resume on 29 May but it is 

unlikely that a final agreement will be reached before the three month deadline (Sudan Tribune, 

2012n).         

4. Conclusion 

The dynamic between Khartoum and Juba has changed since South Sudan became independent. 

During the CPA period a series of disputes threatened to derail the peace process and even raised 

the prospect of a return to war. In most cases, however, the GOSS opted to appease Khartoum, 
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fearing thatan escalation of hostilities would jeopardise the referendum. Having achieved its pri-

mary objective – independence – the GOSS is now less willing to compromise with the GOS. The 

confiscation of Southern oil in late 2011 and the SAF’s repeated attacks on SPLA’s positions during 

March and April 2012, in spite of Juba’s willingness to negotiate, are regarded by the GOSS as 

proof of Khartoum’s continuing belief that South Sudan can be intimidated into granting conces-

sions. In response the GOSS has become more assertive and has sought to demonstrate that it will 

not yield to Khartoum’s ‘strong-arm’ tactics– the decision to shutdown oil production and the 

SPLA’s occupation of Heglig are evidence of this. In the short term the GOSS’s ability to withstand 

the pressure from Khartoum will depend on its capacity to manage the economic crisis resulting 

from the oil shutdown. If the GOSS can survive the current crisis without conceding to Khartoum it 

is unlikely that the leadership, buoyed by the increasingly intransigent national mood within South 

Sudan, will be willing to compromise on other issues, including border demarcation and security. 

In such a scenario it is hard to see how these outstanding issues will be resolved without further 

disputes and episodes of violence.     

 

 



Ethnopolitics Papers | No. 18 

 

  

11 
   

5. Bibliography 

Agence France-Presse (2012) ‘South Sudan Warns of War Without ‘Comprehensive Deal’, 3 Febru-
ary, [online], available at: http://reliefweb.int/node/474440 [23 May 2012].  

Associated Press (2012) ‘Sudan President Vows Revenge Against South Sudan’, 10 May, [online], 
available at: http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gzekP3l9_-
M_2uzfntq7v2_wHUcA?docId=19342c3f688f45c985c34cf4008ad1da [23 May 2012]. 

BBC (2012) ‘South Sudan Slashes Spending After Halting Oil Output’, 20 February, [online], availa-
ble at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-17098350, [14 May 2012]. 

Gareth Curless (2011) ‘Sudan’s 2011 Referendum on Southern Secession’, Ethnopolitics Papers, 
Vol. 1, No. 7, pp. 1-24. 

Alex De Waal (2012) ‘South Sudan’s Doomsday Machine’, The New York Times, 24 January, 
[online], available at: http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/25/opinion/south-sudans-
doomsday-machine.html?_r=3&hpw [24 April 2012].  

Enough Team (2011) Negotiations Between the Two Sudans: Where They Have Been, Where They 
Are Going, Washington, D.C.: Enough Project, [online], available 
at:http://www.enoughproject.org/publications/negotiations-between-two-sudans-where-
they-have-been-where-they-are-going [14 May 2012]. 

Enough Team (2012) Hostilities Between Sudan and South Sudan: A Timeline of Recent Events, 
Washington, D.C.: Enough Project, [online], available at: 
http://www.enoughproject.org/conflict_areas/sudan_south_sudan, [14 May 2012].  

Global Witness (2012) ‘South Sudan Faces Test of Transparency Commitments in Pursuing Oil-
backed Financing’, [online], available at: http://www.globalwitness.org/library/south-sudan-
faces-test-transparency-commitments-pursuing-oil-backed-financing [23 May 2012]. 

Amanda Hsiao (2012)South Sudan and Sudan Back to War? A View From Juba, Washington, D.C.: 
Enough Project, [online], available at: 
http://www.enoughproject.org/conflict_areas/sudan_south_sudan [14 May 2012]. 

International Crisis Group (2005)The Khartoum-SPLM Agreement: Sudan’s Uncertain Peace, Africa 
Report No. 96, Nairobi/Brussels: International Crisis Group, [online], available at: 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/sudan/096-the-khartoum-splm-
agreement-sudans-uncertain-peace.aspx [14 May 2012]. 

International Crisis Group (2012) ‘Preventing Full-Scale War Between Sudan and South Sudan’, 18 
April, [online], available at: http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-
type/alerts/2012/sudan-preventing-full-scale-war-between-sudan-and-south-sudan.aspx [1 
May 2012]. 

International Monetary Fund (2011) ‘South Sudan Faces Hurdles as World's Newest Country’, IMF 
Survey Magazine: Countries and Regions, 18 July, [online], available 
at:http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2011/car071811a.htm [14 May 2012]. 

Annette LaRocco and Jenn Christian (2012) ‘U.N. Security Council Should Remain Vigilant in the 
Face of Sudan’s Mounting Defiance of Resolution 2046’, Enough Project, 18 May, [online], 



Ethnopolitics Papers | No. 18 

 

  

12 
   

available at: http://www.enoughproject.org/blogs/un-security-council-should-remain-vigilant-
face-sudan-mounting-defiance-resolution-2046 [21 May 2012]. 

OCHA (2012) ‘Sudan: Humanitarian Dashboard’, 30 April, [online], available at: 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/map_2082.pdf [21 May 2012]. 

Luke Patey (2010) ‘Crude Days Ahead? Oil and the Resource Curse in Sudan’, African Affairs, Vol. 
109, No. 437, pp. 617-36. 

Luke Patey (2012) ‘Pipe-Dreaming Over Oil in South Sudan’, Making Sense of Sudan, 6 February, 
[online], available at: http://africanarguments.org/2012/02/06/pipe-dreaming-over-oil-in-
south-sudan-%E2%80%93-by-luke-patey/ [24 February 2012]. 

Small Arms Survey (2012)‘The Conflict over Heglig’, 26 April, [online], available at: 
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/facts-figures-heglig.php [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2010a) ‘Sudan Moves to Curb Imports as Currency Continues to Weaken’, 
19September, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudan-moves-to-
curbimports-as,36329 [1 March 2011]. 

Sudan Tribune (2010b) ‘Sudan Hoping For Flow Of Foreign Investments After Referendum’,10 No-
vember, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudan-hoping-forflow-of-
foreign,36899 [1 March 2011]. 

Sudan Tribune (2011a) ‘Sudanese Will Start Feeling the Sting of Austerity Plan Approved 
byParliament’, 5 January, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudanesewill-
start-feeling-the,37509 [1 March 2011]. 

Sudan Tribune (2011b) ‘Sudan’s Economy Seen Shrinking in 2011-2012: IMF’, 21 September, 
[online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudan-s-economy-seen-shrinking-
in,40219 [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2011c) ‘South Sudan Rebels Warn French Oil Company Against Pipeline Project’, 10 
December, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/South-Sudan-rebels-warn-
French-oil,40955 [25 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012a) ‘South Sudan President Accuses Khartoum of Stealing Its Oil’, 2 January, 
[online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/South-Sudan-president-accuses,41159 
[25 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012b) ‘Khartoum Says Oil Deal with South Sudan Depends on Border Security, 18 
January, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Khartoum-says-oil-deal-with-
South,41338 [23 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012c) ‘Sudan Vows Response after Surprise Loss of Oil-Rich Town to SPLA’, 11 
April, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudan-vows-response-after-
surprise,42198 [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012d) ‘Kiir Explains South Sudan’s Refusal to Sign Oil Deal With Khartoum’, 2 Feb-
ruary, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Kiir-explains-South-Sudan-s,41476 
[25 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012e) ‘Sudan’s Projected Economic Contraction in 2012 Worse than Expected’, 18 
April, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudan-s-projected-
economic,42296 [14 May 2012]. 



Ethnopolitics Papers | No. 18 

 

  

13 
   

Sudan Tribune (2012f)‘JubaDisputesSudan’sOwnership of Heglig, SlamsBashir’sThreats’, 19 April, 
[online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Juba-disputes-Sudan-s-ownership-
of,42320 [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012g) ‘UN Chief Chides South Sudan Over ‘Illegal’ Occupation of Heglig’, 19 April, 
[online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/UN-chief-chides-South-Sudan-
over,42325 [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012h) ‘Sudan Declares ‘Liberation’ of Heglig as Juba Announces SPLA Pullout’, 20 
April, [online], available at:http://www.sudantribune.com/BREAKING-NEWS-Sudan-
declares,42329, [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012i) ‘Juba in Full Control of Heglig Area, Dismisses Khartoum’s Claim of Takeover 
– Kiir’, 20 April, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Juba-in-full-control-of-
Heglig,42333 [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012j) ‘Sudan Inflation up by 21% in Q1 2012’, 3 May, [online], available 
at:http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudan-inflation-up-by-21-in-Q1,42484 [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012k) ‘African Development Bank Finances Lamu Road Corridor Project, 6 May’, 
[online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/African-Development-Bank-
finances,42520 [14 May 2012].  

Sudan Tribune (2012l)‘World Bank Analysis of South Sudan Post-Oil Shutdown Economy’, 8 May, 
[online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/DOCUMENT-World-Bank-Analysis-
of,42534 [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012m) ‘Sudan Has No Choice but to Accept UNSC Resolution, Karti tells Parlia-
ment’, 9 May, [online], available at: http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudan-has-no-choice-but-
to-accept,42543 [14 May 2012]. 

Sudan Tribune (2012n)‘Sudan and South Sudan to Resume Talks on 29 May’, 24 May, [online], 
available at:http://www.sudantribune.com/Sudan-and-South-Sudan-to-resume,42691 [25 
May 2012]. 

Xan Rice (2011) ‘South Sudan Celebrates a Sweet Separation’, 10 July, The Guardian, [online], 
available at: http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jul/10/south-sudan-celebrates-
independence [23 May 2012]. 

Harry Verhoeven (2011) Black Gold for Blue Gold? Sudan’s Oil, Ethiopia’s Water and Regional Inte-
gration, London: Chatham House. 

William Wallis (2011) ‘Sudan’s Economy Reels From Loss of South’, 17 October, The Financial 
Times [online], available at: http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/ce7f675a-f8c9-11e0-ad8f-
00144feab49a.html#axzz1vhxjITSl [23 May 2012]. 


