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What we do
The Group was set up to act as a forum for discussion between a wide variety of academics with
interests in the study of media policy, journalism, political communications, new information
technologies and other topics. Though a specialist group of the Political Studies Association (PSA), we
encourage those working in other disciplines to join and get involved. To this end we organise panels
at the PSA Annual Conference and a short themed conference in the autumn.
Website: https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/media-and-politics
Newsletter items to:
Emily Harmer
e.harmer@liverpool.ac.uk

Conference announcement!
We’re delighted to announce that this year’s Media and Politics Group annual conference
will be hosted by DigiPol: Centre for Digital Politics, Media and Democracy at the University
of Liverpool on 10th- 11th November 2022. We plan to offer both in-person and hybrid
participation/attendance options. More details and the call for papers will be sent out in
May, so watch this space!

Events

PSA Media and Politics Group Virtual Panel Series 2022
Thanks to those of you who participated in and joined our online seminars last year. In case
you missed them we had some fantastic talks which are available to re-watch on our
YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXkiNzCFpdSWcF1JtXSDqRw
We’re pleased to announce that our next two online seminars in May and June. We will
then pause these until September.

May
Elections and TV News in South Africa: Desperately Seeking Depth by Bernadine Jones
Date: Wednesday, 11 May 2022
Time: 4pm-5pm UK (BST)
Please register (for free) via Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/psa-mpg-seminarseries-8-dr-bernadine-jones-tickets-323834847747

Book abstract: The book reflects on six South African general elections, from 1994 to 2019,
and considers both the journalistic representation of the elections
and the shifting professional practice of reporting over the years. It attempts to provide the
field with a comprehensive overview of South African news media, the television news
coverage of its elections, and a critique of the mediatised political journalism that plagues
the practice. At its heart, this book argues for an approach that revisits the fundamental
tenets of journalism to revolutionise the representation of South Africa on visual news.
Ultimately, this book shows how the visual representation of the elections on television
news kept viewers apart from South African politics, inserting levels of detachment via
camera proxemics, evaluative voices, and mediatised news frames. Desperately Seeking
Depth takes television news and visual rhetoric seriously, and adds new knowledge about
what African societies comprise, rather than what they lack.

June
What Do We Know and What Should We Do About Fake News? By Nick Anstead
Date: Wednesday, 8 June 2022
Time: 4pm-5pm UK (BST)

Please register (for free) via Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/psa-mpg-seminarseries-9-dr-nick-anstead-tickets-305719744987 [Tickets will be released on 12 May 2022].
Book abstract: Voters need to be informed to make political decisions, but what if their
media diet not only prevents them from getting the information they need, but actively
shapes inaccurate perceptions of the world?
Drawing on examples and evidence from around the world, this book aims to make a timely
intervention to the debate about the concept of fake news. Its underlying argument will
have three objectives. First, to offer more precise definitions for a term that is often loosely
used. Second, to offer a less technologically determinist view of fake news. New social
media platforms, such as Facebook and WhatsApp, are clearly an important part of the
story, but they exist in wider social, political and institutional settings. Third, to situate the
idea of fake news (and our concern about it) in broader arguments about an ongoing crisis
and loss of confidence in liberal democratic institutions. Only with this perspective, it will be
argued, can we possibly address the question of what we should do about fake news.

Call for participation in future seminars (from September 2022 onwards)
If you’re interested in sharing your new book or just some work in progress at one of our
seminars, please do get in touch with us to express interest. We’ve had a range of formats
so far so we’re happy to accommodate the usual presentation + Q&A, or something
different such as an ‘in conversation with…’ or multiple speakers giving mini papers on a
shared theme.
To express interest just email me (Emily): E.Harmer@liverpool.ac.uk

Publications
Journalism in the Data Age by Jingrong Tong
Journalism in the Data Age explores the development of journalism in this era of digital tech
and big and open data. It explores the crucial new developments of online journalism, data
journalism, computational journalism and entrepreneurial journalism, and what this means
for our understanding of journalism as a profession, and as a part of society. Using a wealth
of international case studies, this book explores contemporary issues such as:
•

AI, Automated news, ‘robot reporters’, and algorithmic accountability.

•

Digital business models, from venture capital to tech start-ups to crowd-funding.

•

Audiences and dissemination in and age of platform capitalism

•

Questions of censorship, democracy and state control.

•

Digital challenges to journalistic autonomy and legitimacy.

https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/journalism-in-the-data-age/book268964

Success and Failure in News Media Performance: Comparative Analysis in The Media for
Democracy Monitor 2021 Editor(s): Josef Trappel, Tales Tomaz
The Media for Democracy Monitor (MDM) assesses the performance of leading news media
in mature democracies with regard to three core dimensions of democracy: freedom,
equality, and control. After monitoring 10 countries in 2011, the MDM project expanded to
cover leading news media of 18 democracies in 2021. In this book, the most salient results
from the MDM were selected to undergo cross-country and longitudinal comparison,
searching for patterns and tendencies across countries,
with a particular focus on the influence of digitalisation. Some of the key results are the
ubiquitousness of the news media’s financial crisis, increasing consumption gaps as younger
generations prefer online platforms, and persisting gender inequalities, both in news
content and in newsrooms. However, the volume also shows that the reach of news media
remains high, the watchdog role and investigative journalism are increasingly relevant in
daily practice, and that public service media, in general, continue to play a vital role for
democracy. These results have implications for media policies, regulations, and practices to
improve news quality and, ultimately, democracy worldwide.
https://www.nordicom.gu.se/en/publications/success-and-failure-news-mediaperformance

Calls for papers
***Deadline tomorrow!***
A one-day symposium on Press Ethics and Media Freedom
St Bride Foundation, 14 Bride Lane, London EC4Y 8EQ, 8th June 2022.
Deadline for proposals: 29 April 2022
This one-day multi-disciplinary (in-person) symposium seeks to explore the changing ethical
and regulatory parameters of journalistic practice and its relationship with the concept of
media freedom. We invite contributions from across disciplinary areas in order to challenge

conventional perspectives pertaining to press freedom and its entanglement with
contemporary media and civil contexts and problems.
We are particularly interested in receiving proposals for papers from scholars and
practitioners engaged in participatory research methods or other innovative co-production
strategies working within the theme of the symposium. We are also keen to showcase
research grappling with journalism ethics within the digital media environment and the
challenges raised by contemporary social and political disruptions.
Papers are welcome on the broad theme of the symposium, though topics of particular
interest to the conference organisers include:
Participatory approaches to normative media ethics
Comparative media regulation and law
Ethics and the Practice of Journalism
Media literacy and ethics
Interdisciplinary perspectives on media ethics
Ethics and media policy
Populism and new media ethics
Cross cultural and/or cross-national studies on media ethics
Ethics in Local/Regional journalism
Civic journalism ethics
Public Deliberation and normative ethics in journalism
Professional identity and the ethical role of the journalist
The symposium will also present findings from a UKRI funded project entitled ‘Defining
Freedom of the Press’ which is a multidisciplinary project exploring press ethics and
regulation across a number of European countries and the UK. This project examines
journalist, regulator and non-journalist stakeholders’ perspectives on press ethics and
regulation. We are particularly keen to receive proposals for papers from PGR students and
from community-based organisations with an interest in press ethics and journalism.
In addition, the symposium will screen a documentary film which has been made as part of
the project as well as host an exhibition on the topic of ‘freedom of the press’, all at taking
place at the St. Bride Foundation in London.

A selection of papers given at the symposium will be invited to submit to a proposed special
edited collection of papers.
Keynote speakers to be announced in due course.
Participation and attendance at the conference and exhibition will be free.
Abstracts of no more than 300 words should be submitted to Professor John Steel
(j.steel@derby.ac.uk) by 29 April, 2022.

ECREA pre-conference
(Deadline for submission: 1 May 2022)
Wednesday, 19 October 2022
Aarhus (Denmark)
The ECREA pre-conference is organized by DigiWorld
(https://digidemo.ifkw.lmu.de/digiworld/), a scientific collaboration network of scholars
that aims at international comparisons of election campaign strategies in digital
communication channels, which currently is bringing together researchers from 17
countries. The long-term goals of DigiWorld include building a continuous research network
dealing with digital campaigning, user engagement, and factors influencing it. The preconference, however, is open to researchers both from and beyond the DigiWorld network.
The health of digital democracy has become under attack from political actors who actively
use social media to spread disinformation and hate speech. To what extent are these
(digital) propaganda techniques used in democracies during election times? How do they
affect democratic processes and participation? We want to answer these questions by
revealing and comparing the online communication of parties and politicians across the
political spectrum on social media during national elections in various democracies.
To discuss the use of communication strategies of party and candidate accounts on social
media platforms during national elections, we are particularly interested in bringing
together scholars who explore the use of such platforms in the local and international arena
from both the global north and the global south. It especially welcomes contributions that
explore this phenomenon from a comparative perspective between social and cultural
groups.
The pre-conference welcomes contributions on, but is not limited to:
•

Digital propaganda, campaigning, and democracy

•

Social media and disinformation in election campaigns

•

Elections and online hate speech

•

Methodological issues in research of elections and social network sites

•

Ethical dilemmas in research of elections and social network sites

•
Comparative approaches for studying digital propaganda, campaigning, and online
hate speech
Abstracts of 300 words excluding references must be sent to Yossi David (ydavid@unimainz.de) and Uta Russmann (uta.russmann@uibk.ac.at) no later than May 1st, 2022.
The pre-conference will take place in person in Aarhus (Denmark) on October 19th, 9 to 15
(CEST).
Timeline:
Deadline for submission of abstracts: May 1st, 2022
Notification of acceptance: June 1st, 2022
Deadline for registrations: September 1st, 2022
Pre-conference: October 19th, 2022, 9-15 (CEST)

Call for Papers for a Special Issue for African Journalism Studies
'Old problems and new journalism? Exploring the contours of African environmental
communication'.
Deadline for submission of abstracts: 30/09/2022
Guest Editors: Dr Emenyeonu C. Ogadimma, University of Sharjah, UAE and Dr Julian
Matthews, University of Leicester, UK
It is noteworthy that environmental issues are growing in prominence within Africa and
African journalism is responding by offering new and existing spaces for their deliberation.
Given these developments, this Special Issue seeks to update our knowledge of
environmental journalism at the present time and, specifically, to offer a space to
interrogate some important conceptual developments for environmental communication in
the African context. First, then, the issue seeks to reengage with longstanding
environmental problems in the continent. Momentarily placing to one side the developing
academic interest in the reporting of global climatic changes (see Wasserman 2012), it will
concentrate on the presence and recent development of existing environmental problems
reported in African journalism against patterns of problem exacerbating economic growth
across countries (Sarkodie 2018). Showcased, therefore, will be the characteristics of the

African context as important to understanding any developing environmental
communications. In contrast to the often-rehearsed assumptions about western political
and media operations, the spotlight will fall on the interconnections between the often
unique and diverging political contexts and governmental economic policies in African
countries and the associated news agendas and environmental reporting of countries’
media outlets.
Consequently, a related, second, concern of this Special Issue will be to explore the
presence of environmental journalism at this time. Of interest is to chart the development
and maintenance of specialist reporting on the environment in African countries given what
we know of its unequal history and presence (Jjuuko 2020) and its potential, alongside
democratic developments, to assist in mitigating environmental problems (Farzanegan and
Markwardt 2018). Equally of interest, nevertheless, will be the specifics of when the
environment becomes the subject of interest for ‘ordinary’ reporters and their news writing.
Such interest helps to clarify a final, third, concern of the issue that focuses on exploring
new conceptual views of the professional mediation of environmental issues. Research into
the experiences of African journalists echoes the importance of the unique African newsmaking context. Understanding the practice to report environmental problems and
solutions demands that we consider, therefore, the relationship between journalism and
various configurations of media ownership, wider political reaction to problems and
solutions - including environmental public relations, the various states of journalists’
precarity and professionalism (Matthews and Onyemaobi 2020), alongside other regional
related concerns. At the same time, it is important to recognise that African media news
ecologies are providing additional opportunities for environmental reporting at this time.
Observed here is a growth in online news outlets and their diverging news agendas and
audiences, together with an expansion of new forms of participatory and citizen journalism.
The collective impact of these developments on the visibility of environmental problems
local to the region demands further analysis. In sum, the African continent offers a unique
context to further explore the production of environmental communication and develop,
subsequently, new conceptual views of the practice, and impacts of environmental
journalism.
Hence, we invite papers that will theorise and/ or empirically map African environmental
journalism. Pertinent themes may include, but are not restricted, to:
-Environmental specialist reporters
-Training and professional practice for environmental reporting
-Journalists’ relationship with environmental advocacy and PR
-Legacy and online news production and environmental news writing
-Framed environmental news coverage and visuals
-Alternative environmental views from citizen and activist journalism.
-Politics, media ownership and the visibility of environmental concerns

-Journalists, reporting and public opinion
-Journalism, audiences, and green culture
Submission:
Interested authors should submit an abstract of 300 words (including their name(s) and
institutional affiliation(s)), on or before 30/09/2022, to the following:
abstracts.africa.environment@gmail.com
Authors of accepted abstracts will be required then to submit a full paper (8000 words)
according to the following timeline:
Symposium:
The Special Issue will be linked to a hybrid symposium, hosted by the University of Sharjah,
U.A.E. The symposium will bring together authors of the selected abstracts to discuss their
proposed work and to create potential synergies prior to paper submission. Hybridity will
allow those authors, who may experience issues barring travel, to participate. Further, and
depending on approval, the organizers may be able to waive fees for accommodation and
meals for some designated participants, including PhD students.

Job alert!
Lecturer in Political Communication, Victoria University of Wellington - Political Science
and International Relations (PSIR).
The Political Science and International Relations programme in the School of History,
Philosophy, Political Science and International Relations at Te Herenga Waka - Victoria
University of Wellington seeks to appoint a permanent Lecturer in Political Communication
(equivalent to tenured assistant professor). The starting date is 11 January 2023
(negotiable).
The Lecturer in Political Communication will have expertise in one or more of the following
areas: Political Party Communication and Elections; Digital Media and Political
Communication; and/or Interest Groups, Social Movements and Civil Society. In addition to
teaching courses in one or more of these areas, an ability to teach a course on research
methods will be useful but all strong candidates are encouraged to apply. A PhD must be in
hand prior to taking up the appointment as Lecturer.
This role will require preparation and delivery of graduate and undergraduate courses in
Political Communication; an active research profile; and other teaching or administrative
duties as agreed with the Head of School.
For further information about the role, please contact Dr Manjeet Pardesi, Head of
Programme, Political Science and International Relations: manjeet.pardesi@vuw.ac.nz or

Prof Aeron Davis for information on the Political Communication major:
aeron.davis@vuw.ac.nz
Full advert available here: https://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/CPC181/lecturer-in-politicalcommunication

