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What we do
The Group was set up to act as a forum for discussion between a wide variety of academics with
interests in the study of media policy, journalism, political communications, new information
technologies and other topics. Though a specialist group of the Political Studies Association (PSA), we
encourage those working in other disciplines to join and get involved. To this end we organise panels
at the PSA Annual Conference and a short themed conference in the autumn.
Website: https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/media-and-politics
Newsletter items to:
Emily Harmer
e.harmer@liverpool.ac.uk

Events
PSA Media and Politics Group Virtual Panel Series 2022
Thanks to those of you who participated in and joined our online seminars last year. In case
you missed them we had some fantastic talks which are available to re-watch on our
YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXkiNzCFpdSWcF1JtXSDqRw
We’re pleased to announce that we’ll be continuing our seminar series into 2022. The next
seminar was due to be held on Wednesday 16th February but since it coincides with strike

days for those colleagues who are taking industrial action over the USS pension scheme,
we’ve decided to reschedule this event. We’ll send out details of the seminar and dates
when we have them. Keep an eye on our Twitter account too!

Call for participation in future seminars
If you’re interested in sharing your new book or just some work in progress at one of our
seminars, please do get in touch with us to express interest. We’ve had a range of formats
so far so we’re happy to accommodate the usual presentation + Q&A, or something
different such as an ‘in conversation with…’ or multiple speakers giving mini papers on a
shared theme.
To express interest just email me (Emily): E.Harmer@liverpool.ac.uk

Calls for papers

Call for Papers: Workshop for Early Career Researchers
At the digital margins? Researching and communicating marginalisation in online political
engagement
Monday 21st March - Tuesday 22nd March 2022
Department of Political Science and International Studies
University of Birmingham
We invite proposals from postgraduate students and early career researchers working on
critical, feminist or queer approaches to social media to a two-day workshop. The workshop
will involve research presentations (Day 1) and skills sessions on publishing and public
engagement (Day 2).
Social media is often considered by political scientists as a digital public sphere, offering new
spaces for democratic engagement and collective will-formation. In European and
international politics, it is understood to play a key role in facilitating participation in
transnational democracy. Despite increasing public attention to online abuse, however, the
experiences of traditionally marginalised groups have been insufficiently explored. Women
and people of other marginalised genders often receive misogynistic, highly sexualised and
often racialised messages when engaging in democratic debate. Such forms of gendered and
racialised online violence can be considered a form of ‘participatory inequality’. Social media
nevertheless offers opportunities for resistance through what Nancy Fraser terms subaltern

counter-publics, in which minoritized people can seek support and mobilise. Yet, such online
spaces are not automatically safe for everyone: Trans women and gender non-conforming
people face particular risks in spaces dominated by cis people. Likewise, women and gender
non-conforming people of colour experience racism in spaces dominated by white people.
Despite this, there has been little intersectional research to date about the extent, nature,
and implications of such patterns of exclusion for democratic participation.
We invite contributions that explore the experiences of traditionally marginalised groups on
social media, with priority given to those that look intersectionally at the experiences of
trans women, nonbinary, agender and gender‐variant people, Black, migrant, or minority
women, LGBTQ+, working class, or disabled people, and people who experience multiple
forms of marginalization along these axes. We are also particularly interested in
interdisciplinary contributions including those that go beyond mainstream social media
methodologies, including creative, participatory, ethnographic or arts-based approaches.
Proposals for contributions of a maximum of 15 minutes may take the form of work-inprogress research papers or creative or non-traditional presentations. We hope to put
together a journal special issue proposal as an outcome of the workshop.
The workshop is intended to be hybrid, taking place in person at the University of
Birmingham, Covid-measures permitting, but with the option of online participation as well.
Funds are available to cover travel and accommodation in Birmingham.
Please email abstracts of 200 words along with a short bio to Dr Charlotte Galpin
(c.a.galpin@bham.ac.uk) or Dr Gina Gwenffrewi (ginagwenffrewi@gmail.com) by Friday
4th February.

Communication, Conflict and Peace
Online International Conference organized by the Archbishop Desmond Tutu Centre for
War and Peace Studies Liverpool Hope University, Hope Park Campus, 27th June 2022
Global transformations fostered by the decentralization of communications from
mainstream media and governance institutions to a plural range of socioeconomic actors
and stakeholders have shaken the foundations of social consensus, truth and objectivity in
the construction of public spheres. Such transformation has posed unprecedented
challenges to conflict management and peacebuilding, multiplying risks of instability and
war, but also the spaces for the construction of collective meanings and the voices shaping
them.
As the international community struggles to find consensus and challenges to peace and
security risks multiply, the aim of this event is to explore the relationship between
communication broadly conceived, and the challenges and possibilities for peace. We will

receive papers from scholars, practitioners and activists on all the dimensions of
communication and conflict including, among others:
•

Dynamics of miscommunication, propaganda and persuasion

•

Historical and contemporary perspectives

•

The role of communication technologies, formats (speed, scope, use)

•

The role of communication and media in prevention, management of conflict

•

Communication, Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law

•

Public Diplomacy

•
Documentation and representation of war, conflict and peace in a variety of formats
including photography, film, radio, TV, magazines, social media, videogames, etc.
•

News media, journalism in conflict and peace

•

The role of representation and language in conflict and peacebuilding

Please send abstracts of maximum 300 words (word format) for presentations lasting no
more than 20 minutes, together with a maximum of 5 keywords and a biography of 150
words including name, title, institutional affiliation, contact information and technical
requirements where applicable to tutu@hope.ac.uk by April 1, 2022.
Registration free of charge for the Conference will open soon after the call for papers have
been closed.
For all enquiries, please contact tutu@hope.ac.uk

From International News Flows to Platformization of Journalism: Global News Diversity in
Perspective
Hosted by Université Sorbonne Nouvelle, Paris & University of Leeds
Date and Location: Thursday 26 May, 2022 at La Maison de la Recherche of Université
Sorbonne Nouvelle (4, rue des Irlandais, 75005 Paris)
An ICA preconference associated with the Global Communication and Social Change and
Journalism Studies divisions.
Decades of research has demonstrated inequalities and imbalance in international news
flows. Such research focused on news agencies, radio and 24-hour international TV news
channels as a site for the projection of state soft power (Mattelart, 2014; Schiller, 1976);

indeed, since their inception, news agencies have been close to political and economic
power (see for AFP, Lefebure, 1996). Nonetheless, regardless of the size, political and
economic influence of those global media, they remain small players compared to US tech
giants like Google and Facebook (Ihlebaek & Schanke Sundet, 2021). The platformization of
news refers to the transformation of the platform-publisher relationship (Nielsen & Ganter,
2018), and is an approach which asks questions about the datafication of audiences, spaces
for public deliberation and the differential responsibilities and accountability of the
stakeholders involved (van Dijck et al., 2019). Platforms are not involved in news
production, and news distribution is only (a tiny) part of their business. Described as a
“corporate takeover of the digital world” (Smyrnaios, 2018), an oligopoly of platforms offers
users access to information personalized and mediated by algorithms. Previous research
about online news diversity demonstrates that more could mean less, where the abundant
flows of news are contrasted with the lack of original news produced (Paterson, 2007;
Rebillard & Loicq, 2013). The online flow of news from this view seems superfluous despite
the promise of the internet to democratize and freely expand access to information and
culture. How are platforms contributing to this dynamic when they mediate news? The
question of algorithmically-mediated visibility and access to journalism has become central
(Bucher, 2018) whereas advertising platforms became the matchmakers between declared,
supposed and inferred tastes of audiences on one side and news supply on the other side.
Privately owned infrastructures of public life, platforms exercise a tremendous market and
political power on public speech and political expression. How accountable are tech giants
regarding the construction and destruction of media economies and cultural industries? The
power of platforms has led to calls for regulation to increase compliance with intellectual
property laws, privacy laws (such as GDPR), antitrust, tax avoidance, and the dissemination
of disinformation. A capability to disrupt news flow on a continental scale became clear in
2021 when Facebook and Google were targeted by Australian legislation designed to ensure
payment for the news they distribute.
This one-day pre-conference on platformization of news seeks to answer, in light of previous
research in critical political economy of international news flow, questions about the
circulation of online news through platforms.
We invite extended abstracts (of no more than 800 words) pertaining, but not limited to,
the following topics:
• How can we imagine a “free and balanced circulation” of online news which would not be
market-oriented or politically-controlled by States, but empowering for citizens and public
debate?
• In what ways does algorithmic control over the circulation of news influence public
debate?

• Do YouTube and other platforms actively contribute to information diversity? If so, in what
ways, to what extent and with what limits? Do newer platforms such as TikTok or Snapchat
contribute more to news diversity than more established platforms?
• How has the pandemic altered our understanding of the domination of platforms over
news flows?
• What opportunities exist to resist or reform the grip of global platforms over the
circulation of news? Do citizens/consumers support restrictions or limitations on that
influence?
To participate:
Please upload an extended abstract of no more than 800 words (excluding references) at
the address below by 15 February, 2022. Abstracts will be assessed by members of the
scientific committee and outcomes will be communicated by 15 March, 2022.
Full-length manuscripts (for discussants to provide feedback on) are due to Alan Ouakrat
( alan.ouakrat@sorbonne-nouvelle.fr), by 6 May, 2022.
For more information and to submit an abstract go to: https://icaglobalnews.sciencesconf.org/
For any questions, please contact: alan.ouakrat@sorbonne-nouvelle.fr
Registration is required. Registration will be available through the ICA website from
February 2022.
Organizers: Alan Ouakrat, Université Sorbonne Nouvelle, Paris, France; Chris Paterson,
University of Leeds, UK ; Franck Rebillard, Université Sorbonne Nouvelle; Jasmin Surm,
University of Leeds
Scientific committee: David Hesmondhalgh, University of Leeds (UK); Florence Le Cam, ULB
(Belgium); Tristan Mattelart, Université Paris 2 (FR); Terhi Rantanen, London School of
Economics and Political Science (UK); Marta Severo, Université Nanterre (FR), Nikos
Smyrnaios, Université de Toulouse (FR).

Emotional labour in media work: trends, challenges, and opportunities
28-29 April 2022, Middlesex University London
Deadline for papers: 1 March 2022 (see below)

Abstracts are invited for a research symposium to be held at Middlesex University London as
part of the project ‘Journalists’ emotional labour in the era of social media’, funded by the
UK Arts and Humanities Research Council.
Emotional labour can be conceptualised as an effort to manage emotions which
professional practitioners perceive as an integral part of their working life experience. In
journalism it has primarily been investigated with reference to conflict and trauma
reporting. More recently academic researchers have begun investigating the importance of
emotions in journalism generally, but emotional labour more specifically. Current evidence
suggests that journalism is an occupation characterised with high levels of emotional labour.
Journalists use and manage emotions to motivate themselves for work. Emotions evoked at
work can be intertwined with those from personal life. Indeed, work-related emotions can
also be evoked outside of the story production process, for example in dealing with
audiences and harassment, as well as being induced by working conditions (e.g., precarious
pay, working hours, job insecurity), work relationships (e.g., within newsroom, with editors),
the competitive nature of work, and so on. Importantly, there is evidence to suggest that if
work-related emotions are not effectively managed, they can have negative consequences
on journalists’ mental and physical health, job satisfaction, and the quality of the journalism
being produced.
While papers investigating any aspect of journalists’ emotional labour are welcome, this
symposium will provide an opportunity to widen the discussion of emotional labour beyond
the scope of ‘Journalists’ emotional labour in the era of social media’ project, by broadening
the discussion to consider this area of research more generally in the context of media
work. There is some evidence that other types of media work might also be high emotional
labour occupations, such as work with media photography, management of media outlets’
social media, stringer work etc.
Both theoretical and empirically informed papers are invited, focusing on topics such as
(but not limited to):
- the causes and consequences of emotional labour in journalism and other media work
- the relationship between journalists’ freedom and safety and emotional labour
- emotional labour in the context of precarious employment in media
- the impact of covid-19 pandemic on media workers’ emotional labour
- the impact of social media on media workers’ emotional labour
- the impact of digital transformations on media workers’ emotional labour
- the relationship between media workers’ emotional labour and digital technologies

- emotional labour in areas such as photojournalism, camera work, directing, editing/postproduction, stringer work, social media journalism, public relations etc.
- strategies for managing emotional labour in media work
- institutional/industry perspectives on media workers’ emotional labour
- support systems for media workers’ emotional labour
Abstracts of around 300 words should be sent to m.simunjak@mdx.ac.uk by 1 March 2022.
Abstract notifications will be sent out by 10 March 2022.

Attendance is free. The panels for the research symposium will be held online on 28 April
and a public roundtable on 29 April will be organised in a hybrid format, allowing for both
on-site and online participation.
Opportunities for publishing selected papers in a journal special issue will be explored after
the symposium.
Organiser: Dr Maja Šimunjak

