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What we do
The Group was set up to act as a forum for discussion between a wide variety of academics with
interests in the study of media policy, journalism, political communications, new information
technologies and other topics. Though a specialist group of the Political Studies Association (PSA), we
encourage those working in other disciplines to join and get involved. To this end we organise panels
at the PSA Annual Conference and a short themed conference in the autumn.
Website: https://www.psa.ac.uk/specialist-groups/media-and-politics
Newsletter items to:
Emily Harmer
e.harmer@liverpool.ac.uk

Events
PSA Media and Politics Group Virtual Panel Series 2022
Thanks to those of you who participated in and joined our online seminars last year. In case
you missed them we had some fantastic talks which are available to re-watch on our
YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXkiNzCFpdSWcF1JtXSDqRw
Our next seminar will take place next week. Please note that this is the rearranged date and
will take place on a Tuesday instead of the usual Wednesday:

Women, Media and Elections: Representation and Marginalization by Emily Harmer in
conversation with Katy Parry.
Date: Tuesday, 15 March 2021
Time: 4pm-5pm UK (GMT)
Please register (for free) via Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/psa-mpg-seminarseries-7-dr-emily-harmer-tickets-290349642597
Location: Online – link will be sent out the morning of the event to those who have
registered.
Book blurb: In the century since women were first eligible to stand and vote in British
general elections, they have relied on news media to represent their political perspectives in
the public realm.
This book provides a systematic analysis of electoral coverage by charting how women
candidates, voters, politicians' spouses, and party leaders have been portrayed in
newspapers since 1918.
The result is a fascinating account of both continuity and change in the position of women in
British politics. The book demonstrates that for women to be effectively represented in the
political domain, they must also be effectively represented in the public discussion of
politics that takes place in the media.

Call for participation in future seminars
If you’re interested in sharing your new book or just some work in progress at one of our
seminars, please do get in touch with us to express interest. We’ve had a range of formats
so far so we’re happy to accommodate the usual presentation + Q&A, or something
different such as an ‘in conversation with…’ or multiple speakers giving mini papers on a
shared theme.
To express interest just email me (Emily): E.Harmer@liverpool.ac.uk

Calls for papers
A one-day symposium on Press Ethics and Media Freedom
St Bride Foundation, 14 Bride Lane, London EC4Y 8EQ, 8th June 2022.
Deadline for proposals: 29 April 2022

This one-day multi-disciplinary (in-person) symposium seeks to explore the changing ethical
and regulatory parameters of journalistic practice and its relationship with the concept of
media freedom. We invite contributions from across disciplinary areas in order to challenge
conventional perspectives pertaining to press freedom and its entanglement with
contemporary media and civil contexts and problems.
We are particularly interested in receiving proposals for papers from scholars and
practitioners engaged in participatory research methods or other innovative co-production
strategies working within the theme of the symposium. We are also keen to showcase
research grappling with journalism ethics within the digital media environment and the
challenges raised by contemporary social and political disruptions.
Papers are welcome on the broad theme of the symposium, though topics of particular
interest to the conference organisers include:
Participatory approaches to normative media ethics
Comparative media regulation and law
Ethics and the Practice of Journalism
Media literacy and ethics
Interdisciplinary perspectives on media ethics
Ethics and media policy
Populism and new media ethics
Cross cultural and/or cross-national studies on media ethics
Ethics in Local/Regional journalism
Civic journalism ethics
Public Deliberation and normative ethics in journalism
Professional identity and the ethical role of the journalist
The symposium will also present findings from a UKRI funded project entitled ‘Defining
Freedom of the Press’ which is a multidisciplinary project exploring press ethics and
regulation across a number of European countries and the UK. This project examines
journalist, regulator and non-journalist stakeholders’ perspectives on press ethics and
regulation. We are particularly keen to receive proposals for papers from PGR students and
from community-based organisations with an interest in press ethics and journalism.

In addition, the symposium will screen a documentary film which has been made as part of
the project as well as host an exhibition on the topic of ‘freedom of the press’, all at taking
place at the St. Bride Foundation in London.
A selection of papers given at the symposium will be invited to submit to a proposed special
edited collection of papers.
Keynote speakers to be announced in due course.
Participation and attendance at the conference and exhibition will be free.
Abstracts of no more than 300 words should be submitted to Professor John Steel
(j.steel@derby.ac.uk) by 29 April, 2022.

Communication, Conflict and Peace
Online International Conference organized by the Archbishop Desmond Tutu Centre for
War and Peace Studies Liverpool Hope University, Hope Park Campus, 27th June 2022
Global transformations fostered by the decentralization of communications from
mainstream media and governance institutions to a plural range of socioeconomic actors
and stakeholders have shaken the foundations of social consensus, truth and objectivity in
the construction of public spheres. Such transformation has posed unprecedented
challenges to conflict management and peacebuilding, multiplying risks of instability and
war, but also the spaces for the construction of collective meanings and the voices shaping
them.
As the international community struggles to find consensus and challenges to peace and
security risks multiply, the aim of this event is to explore the relationship between
communication broadly conceived, and the challenges and possibilities for peace. We will
receive papers from scholars, practitioners and activists on all the dimensions of
communication and conflict including, among others:
•

Dynamics of miscommunication, propaganda and persuasion

•

Historical and contemporary perspectives

•

The role of communication technologies, formats (speed, scope, use)

•

The role of communication and media in prevention, management of conflict

•

Communication, Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law

•

Public Diplomacy

•
Documentation and representation of war, conflict and peace in a variety of formats
including photography, film, radio, TV, magazines, social media, videogames, etc.
•

News media, journalism in conflict and peace

•

The role of representation and language in conflict and peacebuilding

Please send abstracts of maximum 300 words (word format) for presentations lasting no
more than 20 minutes, together with a maximum of 5 keywords and a biography of 150
words including name, title, institutional affiliation, contact information and technical
requirements where applicable to tutu@hope.ac.uk by April 1, 2022.
Registration free of charge for the Conference will open soon after the call for papers have
been closed.
For all enquiries, please contact tutu@hope.ac.uk

Calls for participation
Our Subversive Voice: the politics and history of the protest song
The AHRC-funded Our Subversive Voice project, based at the University of East Anglia, but
also involving the Universities of Reading and Warwick, has just produced a website:
oursubversivevoice.com
It documents examples of the protest song from 1600 to 2020, together with interviews,
case studies and a select bibliography. The project, which runs until September 2022, is
framed as a contribution to political communication.
We have an ‘Other Voices’ section on the website, and we would welcome contributions
from members of the Media and Politics Group. Contact John Street: J.Street@uea.ac.uk

