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PSA Sixth Form Conference:
Pressure Groups, Anti-politics
and Representation

Welcome to The Political Studies Association’s Sixth Form Conference on Pressure

Groups, Anti-politics and Representation taking place in Amnesty International's

fabulous Human Rights Action Centre.

The aim of the conference – linking to the Magna Carta celebrations – is to get

students thinking about the duties and limits of state power, the rights of the people,

and the rules of our democracy.  The conference will explore these themes by

creating engagement between students and the experiences of either radical or less

mainstream political campaign groups or charities.

We are delighted to welcome the Leader of the Women’s Equality Party, Sophie

Walker, to deliver the conference’s keynote speech on gender and democratic

representation. Sophie worked as an international news agency journalist for nearly

twenty years and is an ambassador for the National Autistic Society, campaigning for

better support and understanding of autism, particularly for women and girls.

As part of the conference we have organised informal interactive breakout sessions,

with students given the opportunity to participate in two sessions of their choice,

covering issues around – although not limited to – radical movements and protests,

environmental activism, digital campaigning, animal welfare, and constitutional

reform.

The conference will conclude with a final question and answer panel session with

some leading individuals who are out there ‘doing’ and campaigning. The Q&A

session will engage all delegates with what was discussed and learnt during the

breakout sessions, calling upon a mixture of academic research and the experiences

of the panellists.



With special thanks to all facilitators and speakers for generously giving their time
today to support the conference and make today possible:

Nimco Ali (Daughters of Eve and anti-FGM activist)

David Allen and David Bowles (Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals – RSPCA)

Professor Paul Cairney (Stirling University)

James Dennis (Royal Holloway, University of London)

Shaughan Dolan and Holly Wallis (Conscience: Taxes for Peace not War)

Dr Anna Feigenbaum, Dr Darren Lilleker and Dr Dan Jackson
(Bournemouth University)

Dr Andy Mycock (University of Huddersfield)

Campbell Robb (Shelter)

Maddy Ryle (The Democracy Center)

Graham Smith (Republic)

Sophie Walker (Leader of the Women's Equality Party)

Cover Image: cadillacdeville2000 CC BY-NC-ND



PS
A

 S
ix

th
 F

or
m

 C
on

fe
re

nc
e:

 P
re

ss
ur

e 
G

ro
up

s,
 A

nt
i-

po
lit

ic
s 

an
d 

Re
pr

es
en

ta
ti

on
   

 
 

 
   

 P
ro

gr
am

m
e

12.00 - 12.45 Arrival, Registration and Sandwich Lunch
Atrium

12.45 - 13.05 Welcome and Introduction
Auditorium

Dr Andrew Mycock (University of Huddersfield)

Professor Paul Cairney (Stirling University) -
Politics and Pressure ‘Beyond the Headlines’

13.05 - 13.45 Conference Keynote Talk
Auditorium

Sophie Walker
 Leader of the Women's Equality Party

Sophie Walker is the leader of the
Women's Equality Party, a new
collaborative force in British politics
uniting people of all genders, diverse ages, backgrounds, ethnicities, beliefs and
experiences in the shared determination to see women enjoy the same rights and
opportunities as men so that all can flourish.

She worked as an international news agency journalist for nearly twenty years and
is an ambassador for the National Autistic Society, campaigning for better support
and understanding of autism, particularly in women and girls.

13.45 - 14.15 Breakout Session 1
Rooms: Auditorium

Conference Room

Garfield Weston Action Room

Action Room 2



PS
A

 S
ix

th
 F

or
m

 C
on

fe
re

nc
e:

 P
re

ss
ur

e 
G

ro
up

s,
 A

nt
i-

po
lit

ic
s 

an
d 

Re
pr

es
en

ta
ti

on
   

 
 

 
   

 P
ro

gr
am

m
e

14.15 - 14.30 Refreshment Break
   Atrium

14.30 - 15.15 Breakout Session 2
   Rooms: Auditorium

Conference Room

Garfield Weston Action Room

Action Room 2

15.15 - 16.15 Question and Answer Panel Session
Auditorium

Panellists: Nimco Ali (Daughters of Eve co-founder)

David Bowles (Director of Public Affairs of RSPCA)

Dr Anna Feigenbaum (‘Protest Camps’)

Campbell Robb (CEO of Shelter)

Graham Smith (CEO of Republic)

Chair: Dr Andy Mycock (University of Huddersfield)

16.15 Closing Thanks
Helena Djurkovic (CEO of the Political Studies Association)
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 Breakout Sessions
BREAKOUT PROGRAMME
Breakout Session 1:  13.45 - 14.15

TITLE, FACILITATOR AND
ORGANISATION BREAK OUT SESSION DESCRIPTION

“Fighting for a healthy
planet: who got the

power?”

Maddy Ryle

The Democracy Center

@DemocracyCenter

In December a lot of people, many of them very powerful, will meet up in Paris to talk
(again) about climate change. They're supposed to really deliver this time. But in the
day-to-day fight for clean air, soil, water and atmosphere (and social justice by the
way), what are the power dynamics that environmental activists face? Who are we
fighting for and against? What do we want governments to do? Why does the boring-
sounding acronym 'ISDS' pose such a threat? And what role does knitting play?

Find out about fracking, get clued-up about corporate power, and get creative thinking
about how to deal with the biggest problem Earth has ever faced.

“Giving Animals a
Voice”

David Allen

RSPCA

@RSPCA_official

The RSPCA works at a number of different levels of government in England & Wales
including with local councils, police and crime commissioners and Parliament in
Westminster and in Cardiff. We do this to improve policy and law concerning animal
welfare and raise awareness of the work of the RSPCA. We also provide, for politicians
and decision makers, a high quality information service on a range of issues concerning
animals.

The session will review current campaign issues and consider the implications for
government at all levels and the working of the political process in favour of animals.
It will look at the work of APGAW (All Party Group for Animal Welfare) in Parliament
and how it influences change in society through the political process. Groups will then
undertake a diamond 9 sorting activity to identify which issues have most relevance to
them and which are likely to have the most traction with decision makers.

“Real Democracy Now!
Protest Camps and
Political Futures”

Dr Anna Feigenbaum

Bournemouth
University and author of

'Protest Camps'

@protestcamps

From Occupy London to Occupy Hong Kong, from Tahrir Square to Gezi Park, all around
the world people take over the streets in tents calling for new forms of democracy.

This session begins with an overview of protest camps, looking at how they have been
discussed and debated in the media, as well as by government officials and the general
public. Working from this introduction, participants will engage in a hands-on task that
asks you to develop blueprints for your own protest communities, complete with plans
for where people will sleep , sanitation, and rules (or no rules!) for how decisions will
be made.

Reflecting on your blueprints, we will collectively identify and begin to problem-solve
the challenges faced in imagining alternative political organisations and structures.

"Why do my taxes kill
people?"

Shaughan Dolan and
Holly Wallis

Conscience: Taxes for
Peace not War

@taxesforpeace

In 1916 Conscientious Objectors (COs) won the right to exemption from the military
draft of World War One. This right to freedom of conscience has been ratified in almost
every significant treaty since then: from the United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights to the British Human Rights Act.

Being a CO in times of conflict is also a pre-requisite of many faiths including
Quakerism, Anabaptism and Buddhism. So if it is believed that COs have the right not
to be forced to fight in a war, is it fair we force them to pay for wars instead?

Conscience campaigns for a progressive increase in the amount of UK tax spent on
peacebuilding, and a corresponding decrease in the amount spent on war and
preparation for war.  Join us for a discussion on the ethics of military taxation and how
we can improve UK security through non-violent means.
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BREAKOUT PROGRAMME
Breakout Session 2:  14.30 - 15.15
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TITLE, FACILITATOR AND
ORGANISATION BREAK OUT SESSION DESCRIPTION

“Fighting for a healthy
planet: who got the

power?”

Maddy Ryle

The Democracy Center

@DemocracyCenter

In December a lot of people, many of them very powerful, will meet up in Paris to talk
(again) about climate change. They're supposed to really deliver this time. But in the
day-to-day fight for clean air, soil, water and atmosphere (and social justice by the
way), what are the power dynamics that environmental activists face? Who are we
fighting for and against? What do we want governments to do? Why does the boring-
sounding acronym 'ISDS' pose such a threat? And what role does knitting play?

Find out about fracking, get clued-up about corporate power, and get creative thinking
about how to deal with the biggest problem Earth has ever faced.

"Social Media and
Political

Communication"

Dr Darren Lilleker and
Dr Dan Jackson

Bournemouth
University

The Magna Carta offered a new blueprint for reconceiving the relationship between
citizens and the state. Fast-forward to the present day, and plenty of commentators
have been predicting that social media might make a similarly profound impact.

In this interactive session, we invite participants to think beyond the hype, and to
consider some of the key issues that social media raise for democratic politics. For
instance, where are the (online) places and spaces where political mobilisation is
happening amongst young people? How should political candidates present
themselves in these spaces? Does social media offer a new way to develop a more
dialogical relationship between citizens and their elected representatives?

"Game of Thrones:
Campaigning for radical

democratic reform"

Graham Smith

Republic

@RepublicStaff

Republic campaigns for the abolition of the monarchy - one of the most challenging
campaigns in British politics.  Faced with a hostile media, deferential politicians and
high approval ratings for the royals, what is the route to success?

This session will give you the chance to look at campaign strategy, messaging and the
process of winning hearts and minds.  What are the obstacles campaigns face?  What
are the key stages to building a successful movement? What can you learn from the
growing republican movement about facing some of the biggest political challenges
and focussing on a long-term goal?

You'll get the chance to discuss the experiences of the republican movement over the
past ten years.  How has it grown from nothing to where it is today, with 35,000
supporters and a growing media presence?  How have we turned coverage about royal
celebrations into a debate about Britain's need for democratic reform?

"Can the People
Become the Barons? 38

Degrees and 'People-
Powered' Politics"

James Dennis

Royal Holloway,
University of London

@jameswilldennis

As we commemorate the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta, a symbolic moment in the
evolution of individual rights and liberties, it is necessary to question the democratic
rights of British citizens in the 21st Century.

38 Degrees mobilises people to think about their rights, to protect those rights, and
also to hold those in power to account. This interactive session will explore how 38
Degrees use digital technologies to structure grassroots engagement in new ways. 38
Degrees bears little resemblance to the organisational models that we've become
accustomed to. Unlike political parties or traditional pressure groups, 38 Degrees
operates on a more level playing field. Members are central to the key decisions that
are made before and during a campaign and the staff facilitate these choices.
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