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PSA Excellence & Impact Fund 2026/27 
 
Background 
 
The Political Studies Association (PSA) Excellence & Impact Fund supports innovative projects 
that strengthen political studies and international relations, advance knowledge and 
understanding within the discipline, and contribute to the PSA’s Strategic Plan 2025–2028. 
 
As the home of Political Studies, the PSA is committed to supporting a vibrant, diverse and 
sustainable community of students, scholars, teachers and practitioners. Through this fund, the 
PSA seeks to enable projects that demonstrate excellence in research, teaching, public 
engagement, policy engagement and knowledge exchange, while generating meaningful and 
lasting benefits for the wider discipline. 
 
The fund forms part of the PSA’s commitment to delivering its strategic goals, including:- 
 

▪ Advocating for Political Studies and those who study, teach and research politics and 
international relations 

▪ Supporting members throughout their careers and sustaining the discipline 
▪ Supporting and sustaining a diverse community of students, scholars and practitioners 
▪ Striving for excellence and impact in research and teaching 
▪ Ensuring a confident and sustainable future for the Political Studies Association 

 
Applications are particularly encouraged where they demonstrate clear impact, collaboration, 
innovation, inclusivity and sustainability, and where they produce tangible outputs or resources 
that can continue to benefit the discipline beyond the funded period. 
 
The PSA welcomes applications that engage audiences both within and beyond academia, 
including educators, policy makers, practitioners, civil society organisations, community groups, 
students and the wider public. 
 
Funded projects should contribute not only to the immediate objectives of the applicant 
Specialist Group(s), but also to the broader development, visibility and long-term sustainability 
of political studies and international relations in the UK and beyond. 
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Terms and Conditions 
 

1. Eligibility 
 

The PSA Excellence & Impact Fund is open to all current PSA Specialist Groups. 
 
Applications must be submitted by a current PSA member and have the approval of the relevant 
Specialist Group Convenor(s). 
 
Collaborative applications involving multiple Specialist Groups, external organisations, policy-
makers, practitioners, community groups or international partners are welcome. 
 

2. Purpose of the Fund 
 

The Excellence & Impact Fund supports projects that advance political studies and international 
relations through research, teaching and learning initiatives, public engagement, policy 
engagement, knowledge exchange, events or other innovative activities. 
 
Projects should demonstrate clear excellence, impact and benefit to the discipline and align with 
the PSA's values of Excellence, Collaboration, Community, Inclusivity and Sustainability. 
 

3. Project Period 
 

Projects must take place during the 2026/27 academic year. All activities, expenditure, reporting 
requirements and claims must be completed by the deadline specified in the funding agreement. 
 

4. Funding Available 
 

Applicants may apply for up to £2,000 inclusive of VAT and all applicable taxes. The PSA expects 
to fund multiple projects, subject to the quality of applications received and funds available. 
 

5. Tangible Outputs and Legacy 
 

All funded projects must produce at least one tangible output that can be retained, shared, 
reused or promoted by the PSA beyond the lifetime of the project. 
 
Examples include:- 
 

▪ Reports and policy briefings 
▪ Teaching and learning resources 
▪ Toolkits and guidance documents 
▪ Podcasts and recordings 
▪ Films and digital content 
▪ Websites and online resources 
▪ Datasets or other discipline-wide resources 

 
Applicants should demonstrate how project outputs will continue to benefit the discipline after 
the funded activity has concluded. 
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6. Budgeting, eligible and ineligible costs 

 
▪ Applicants must submit a detailed budget outlining all anticipated expenditure. All 

costs must include VAT and any applicable taxes.  
▪ No more than 50% of the total grant may be spent on travel and accommodation.  
▪ When claiming for travel, accommodation and subsistence, no more than £150 may 

be claimed per person. 
▪ Out of pocket expenses may be paid to Speakers in line with our Expense Policy. 
▪ All expenditure must represent good value for money and be directly related to delivery 

of the approved project. As an example, refreshments for all delegates is acceptable 
however private dining for Keynote Speakers would not be considered.  

▪ Where travel and accommodation is budgeted for, applicants should prioritise 
underrepresented academics. 

▪ The PSA reserves the right to request clarification or further information regarding any 
budget item.  

▪ All expenditure is subject to the PSA Expenses Policy. Any expenditure not compliant 
with the PSA Expenses Policy will not be reimbursed. 

▪ Applicants are welcome to supplement their E&I Funding with Funding from their 
Specialist Groups Core Budget in the 2026 or 2027 year or other co-funding available 
to them, as long as this is made clear in the application. 

 
Examples of eligible expenditure include:- 
 

▪ Venue-hire for events 
▪ Focus groups 
▪ Speaker fees 
▪ Accommodation and UK travel for participants 
▪ UK-based service provision ie professional technical support, design, translation 
▪ Production costs for film, resource, report 

 
The fund cannot normally be used to support:- 
 

▪ International travel 
▪ Research assistants or event assistants 
▪ Speaker honoraria or stipends 
▪ Visa costs 
▪ Non-UK based service provision 
▪ Fees charged by booking platform where a free booking site exists, eg. booking fees on 

the Trainline. 
 
Where VAT is applicable a VAT receipt must be provided as part of the expenditure claim.  
 

8. Changes to Approved Projects 
 

Successful applicants are expected to deliver the project substantially as described in their 
application. 
 
 

https://www.psa.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/PSA-Expenses-Policy-updated-March-2026.pdf
https://www.psa.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/PSA-Expenses-Policy-updated-March-2026.pdf
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Any significant changes to:- 
 

▪ Project objectives 
▪ Activities 
▪ Outputs 
▪ Delivery partners 
▪ Budget allocation 

 
must be approved in writing by the PSA before implementation. 
 

9. Reporting Requirements 
 

Successful applicants will be required to submit:- 
 

▪ A final outcomes and evaluation report 
▪ A final budget reconciliation 
▪ Copies or links to all project outputs 

 
Failure to provide reporting information may affect future eligibility for PSA funding. 
 

10. Knowledge Exchange and Dissemination 
 

Successful applicants are expected to actively share project outcomes and outputs. 
 
The PSA may promote funded projects through:- 
 

▪ PSA website, including Specialist Group webpages 
▪ PSA News magazine 
▪ Social media channels 
▪ Newsletters 
▪ Other communications platforms 

 
Applicants should support reasonable requests for dissemination activities. 
 

11. Intellectual Property and Use of Outputs 
 

Ownership of project outputs will remain with the creators however successful applicants grant 
the PSA a non-exclusive, perpetual licence to reproduce, distribute, publish, promote and 
showcase any outputs created using Excellence & Impact Fund support. 
 

12. Branding and Acknowledgement 
 

All outputs, publications, events, websites, recordings and communications arising from the 
project must acknowledge support from the Political Studies Association. 
 
Where appropriate, PSA branding and logos supplied by the PSA must be used. 
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The PSA should be tagged on all relevant social media posts and websites, including Bluesky, 
LinkedIn, Facebook and X.  
 

13. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
 

Applicants should demonstrate how their project supports equality, diversity, inclusion and 
accessibility within the discipline. 
 
The PSA particularly welcomes projects that broaden participation, improve representation and 
reach audiences who may not traditionally engage with political studies. 
 

14. Assessment Process 
 

Applications will be assessed by a panel of PSA Trustees and staff, against the following criteria:- 
 

▪ Impact and outcomes 
▪ Quality and feasibility 
▪ Strategic alignment 
▪ Innovation and reach 
▪ Value for money 

 
The panel's decision is final. 
 

15. Recovery of Funding 
 

The PSA reserves the right to withhold, reduce or recover funding where:- 
 

▪ Funding is used for purposes other than those approved 
▪ Expenditure cannot be evidenced 
▪ Reporting requirements are not met 
▪ The project is not substantially delivered 
▪ Information provided in the application is materially inaccurate 

 
16. Acceptance of Conditions 

 
Submission of an application constitutes acceptance of these Terms and Conditions. 
 
Successful applicants will be required to sign a separate funding agreement before funding is 
released. 
 

 


