WORKSHOP

Contemporary Statecraft
in British Politics

Wednesday 16th September 2026
Dame Hilda Lloyd Room, The Exchange

Birmingham City Centre

9:00 Registration

5:15 Reflections

9:00 am

[®)
9:15 am

Q)

™

9:30 -
11:00 am

O

11:00 -
11:15am

o)
™

11:15 am -
12:45 pm

University of Birmingham £ political Leadership
British Politics Research Group (BPRG)

ORGANISED BY

SUPPORTED BY

Political Leadership Specialist Group (PSA)

9:15 Welcome 9:30 Panel 1 11:15 Panel 2 12:45 Lunch 1:30 Panel 3 3:30 Panel 4

Registration and Coffee

Welcome and Introduction

PANEL 1

Statecraft Theory
Chair: Richard Hayton

Nathan Critch — Statecraft: still viable in theory and practice?

Kitty Stannard — Toward a unified reading of statecraft, power and support? Reconciling Bulpitt
and Gamble

Simon Griffiths — Still a straitjacket? The use and limits of statecraft theory

Coffee Break

PANEL 2

Statecraft in practice
Chair: David Jeffrey

Robin Jervis and Sean Kippin — The inherited statecraft of Keir Starmer’s Labour government
Andrew Roe-Crines — Modernisation and the rhetoric of British conservativism in the 21st century
Matthew Lloyd — Economic credibility and statecraft in contemporary Britain

Louise Thompson and Alia Middleton — Statecraft in the political afterlife: Former party leaders in
the devolved parliaments



ya
12:45 -
1:30 pm

0)
(@)}

1:30 -
3:00 pm

3:00 -
3:30 pm

)
m

3:30-
5:00 pm

5:15 -
6:00 pm

WORKSHOP

Contemporary Statecraft in British Politics

University of Birmingham
British Politics Research Group (BPRG)

Lunch

PANEL 3

New Directions

Chair: Emmanuelle Avril

Peter Burnham and Rong Wei — Statecraft and foreign policy

Darcy Luke — The Statecraft of Al Infrastructure: Data centres as nationally significant
infrastructure in the context of the ‘techlash’

Bradley Ward — Statecraft and Al

Christian Sherrington — How coherent was 2010-24 Conservative statecraft?

Coffee Break

PANEL 4

Statecraft in Crisis?
Chair: Joe Ward

Ben Worthy and Mark Bennister - Turn and face the strange: why does the UK keep ch-ch-
changing prime minister?

David Bailey — Statecraft over what? Governing dissent in Britain, and how

Matthew McKenna - Statecraft and the production of failure: Disciplining English local
government through performance management

Peter Kerr and Richard Hayton — Statecraft without capacity? Andy Burnham’s dual polity
dilemma

Reflections and Next Steps




