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PSA Statement in support of Academic Freedom 
 

The Political Studies Association (PSA) recognises the importance of academic freedom 
and its promotion within the political studies discipline. 
 
The PSA notes the International Political Science Association’s (IPSA) definition of 
academic freedom, namely: 
 

“[academic freedom is defined as] the freedom of academics and 
researchers to work freely and effectively in undertaking their research 
and teaching, and to disseminate their ideas and results to colleagues 
and the public, nationally as well as internationally.” 
 

Academic freedom is connected to, but distinct from, freedom of speech more generally. 
Free speech is a general right to express views within the law. Academic freedom is more 
specific: it protects academics’ ability to teach, research, and share ideas as part of 
their professional role, within academic standards. 
 
The role of the PSA 
 
The PSA is a UK‑registered charity established for the advancement of education. Its 
charitable purpose is to promote the development of political studies and to encourage 
education and the advancement of learning in the art and science of government and in 
other branches of the political sciences. 
 
In pursuing this purpose, the PSA supports and represents the political studies 
profession as a whole. This includes fostering scholarly exchange, promoting high 
standards of teaching and research, and advocating for the conditions necessary for 
political studies to flourish, including respect for academic freedom as a foundational 
principle of Higher Education. Through our conferences, academic publishing, specialist 
groups and networks, the PSA provides spaces for scholars to come together to discuss 
and develop research and support each other to further their endeavours. It also provides 
opportunities for members to discuss academic freedom and related issues and share 
resources and information. 
 
As a charity with limited resources, the PSA does not provide legal advice or intervene in 
the management of individual academic freedom or employment‑related cases involving 
its members. However, it may engage in advocacy and public engagement on academic 
freedom at a systemic and sector‑wide level. This includes articulating shared 
professional norms, contributing to public and policy debates, and supporting the 
collective interests of the discipline where academic freedom, the provision of political 
studies, or the safety of political scientists is under serious threat. 

https://www.ipsa.org/resources/academic-freedom
https://www.psa.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/PSA-Articles-of-Association-AGM-2025.pdf
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All PSA advocacy and lobbying activity (encompassing specialist groups), including that 
relating to academic freedom, must support its charitable purposes and comply with 
Charity Commission requirements. Advocacy must be directly linked to the 
advancement of education in political studies and must not compromise the PSA’s 
independence or reputation. Within these parameters, the PSA may advocate on public 
policy issues that directly affect political studies and education, including Higher 
Education policy and broader issues affecting the discipline, and may do so in 
partnership with other organisations representing the social sciences (for example, the 
Academy of Social Sciences and the British Academy). Please see the PSA’s Advocacy 
Policy for more details.  
 
Relevant PSA policies 
 

▪ PSA Advocacy Policy 
▪ PSA Code of Conduct document 
▪ PSA Free Speech and Conduct document 
▪ PSA Social Media Policy 

 
Useful information 
 

▪ Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Act 2023  
▪ Office for Students information on academic freedom policy 
▪ UCU and academic freedom 
▪ IPSA definition 

 
If you have questions about the PSA and academic freedom, please contact the PSA staff 
team at info@psa.ac.uk.  
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